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INTRODUCTION 


TO THE 
Engliſh Tranſlation, 
Directed in 
A LETTER to Sir G. M. Baronet, 


and W. M. Eſquire, 


Members of Parliament. 


MONG the various Productions of 
the Preſs none ſeem 0 JRun Clear 
Judgments) more delightful and-in- 
{tructive, then the Relations of Voy- 

ages and Travels; I mean thoſe written by 

Men of Capacity and Sincerity, which lye in a 

{mall Compaſs; for moſt Books are either 

Romances, Novels, or Hypotheſes ; Panegy- 

ricks, Satyrs, or Burleſques (the one too com- 

monly taken for Truths, as the others for He- 
roicks ) which come forth either to caſe an Hy- 
A 2 pocondriack 


The Introduction. 


Perm, wo. { Spleen ; or elle to flatter Ambitious 
Jo to raiſe Private Fortunes , or "favour 
F:Zions - Thoſe vencinour SorrenE 
—_ that inte(t Humane Societies,and (ſpread 
ſuch Poyſons, as te& Aptidotes can reach, un- 
leſs fetch'd from abroad, which ſometimes raiſe 


OT Farpebe! CL: 
beſt underitoog, 13ng mgyagd, by taking it to 


pieces, viewing and comparing the ſeveral Parts 


roger ons may 

be On wit. CO ated [- 

dea's; {0 the Greek x painted his Olyſſer. 
orreign Countries (eems 


The LRN 0 
-.20chathe Noblio(t &chook tat the, col4 YEP, and 
cultivating the Mind of Ygpth, who being ge- 

nerally cool by Education and Cuſtoms at 


Heaes which, tew -; liys xc int and 
Conor) tO a narro The ne Phot, are 
for the moſt part put fy up, and choak'd for 
wang ot a,tree Air rge Proſpect ; hence 
tjuabay fa m_ ag ys for F-5 


fines - en__commpm erſa- 
198. DR orders upon ti ki tra 

dig and Starting at every Thing that lyes 
dues, ap mperitum eff Aninial Hamo, 


bates Natali Sol ſui Fine.” ſays. Se- 
9s [Su .Such a One the Great Homer drew his 


"Ihe las 1s cornpat 'd to a true Claſs, in 
F whic any be en Ss differgne Faces of Na- 
ture with the ſeveral Arts and Myſteries 6f Go- 
vernments. 


"Phe" Imodutiion. 


Fvety-Clamace words r1rw Scenes, 
ein a Marr learn ri{at'the Harmony ot 
the Univerſe ernitiſts in; a Cs Variety, 
bon {8 the of Siam'onoe d 
hftarfiees to ebhetrond our by 
K.akry eons Creator and Governonr of all 
Things for his own immortal Praiſe. Therefore 
*tis in vain for the Collegrime de propagend# Fide, 
4nd the Roman Catholick Coarts; to-labourion 
Earth, or ex ener po a - Unitor- 
inthe Rel Manners of Mankind, 
par 6h then 7.51 Cuſtoms, Dicts, Habits, 
and'Commodiries ;' However,their Milſoneries 
ought norto be diſcourag'd in cheir/ Underta- 
kings, for 'the Improvements of Geography, Na- 
tura} and Civil Hiſtory, Commerce, &ec/' bring 
Hohour and Profit+ (ufficient to reward their 
Pains, mm caſe theif Adventures Religion 
tn to no Account. © The fame- Imments Fow- 
always has, and ever will be worthip'd in 
different Forms, under various Figures.,and {doc's. 
It {cems ro be a General Error amongtit - us, that 
many wiſe Nations adoremeer Stexks and Stones, 
without any reſpett to the Supream Diviwity. 
Of all the Kingdoms of the Earth Ching is the 
moſt celebrated for Polirene(s and Civility,- tor 
Grantleur and Magniticence, for Arts and Inven- 
tions ; which the Romitſh Prieſts are (o (enfible 
of, that they paſs there under the Characters of 
Phyſicians, Painters, Merchants, Altrologers,Me- 
Chanicians, &c. and are receiv'd as fwch in the 
Courts of Aſie, which are tao fine to ſuffer 0- 


penl y 


The — 


ry the oo SE hpi; og 


ed with the Naked. Truth) often, find to their 
own Deſtruction ; eſpecially. when the Brach- 

mans, the 1 alapoins, -y Bonzes begin to 
grow Zealous of their Maſquerades, and to ſee 
thro' their Dilguiles. 

But, you may Perhaps demand (becauſe you 
do not ule to take upon meer Recom- 
mendations without —_ nquiry, and Exa- 
mination). why the Bookſellers ſhould venture 
to print in Engliſh theſe Memoirs of China, (ce- 
ing we have already (o many Relations of that 
Country ? To which they give this An(wer,viz. 
That moſt of our Accounts of China are either 
fabulous, or Copies, and not comparable to 
.this Original of theirs : Beſides, chat vaſt Em- 
pire is (o Fertile and Wondertul in all ref; 
that it will always furniſh freſh Materials for 
Diſcoveries, let the Travellers be never (o ſaga- 
cious and induſtrious : ; few of whom will be 
tound to deſerve ſuch a Character, unleſs Thoſe 
lately ſent at the French King's Expence , with 
a Stock of excellent Inſtruments , and with a 
fufhcient Fund for making uſetul Obſervations ; 
amongſt rthele our Author was one of the Chiet, 
and therefore the Reader may expect more from 
him, then what is already Extant in the print- 
ed Works of bis Predeceflors. 


Marco 
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Marco Paxlo, Nicolo' di Conti, Galeotto Pe- 
rera ke hey. Ferdi- * a gen 
nand into, Gonzales, © add 
de Mendoza, Anthony de An- To rio ns 
drada, Manuell de Faria Sow- Vu fo. 
ſa, Pedro Cubero Sebaſtian,and 
ſome others of the Moreſco Vein, run Whip 
and Spur into Knight Errantry , fo familiar 
and even congenial to the Itaffan, but much 
more to the Spariſb and Portugueſe Writers, 
that a thouſand Dox £xixots with all Cervante's 
_ will my be able to reform _ yet 
a Critical Reader may glean ma 
Array gl ny pretty things 

The Accounts of ſome Learned Jefvirs 
( whoſe Order hath ſeen more of China then 
all the reſt of the Exropeans) ſeem to be more 
judicious and authentick ; eſpecially if we in- 
dulge them a little in the Story of their Reli- 
gion. Among theſe we he to mention 
with reſpet the Ingenious Fathers, Ricci, Tri- 
gault, Semedo, Martini, Rhodes, Boym, Grueber, 
Adam Schall Ro Letters are very conſidera- 
ble) Father , Father Rowgemont, with 
many other zonaries Of the Church of 
Rome, from whom Kircher took all his Mate- 
rials ; and Monffewr Thevenot in that part of 
his ColleFions relating to China , has only a- 
bridg'd ſome of their Diaries and Journals. 

Relation that Linſchoten gives of China 
1s not equal to the other Parts of Afea , which 
he himſelf aw ; the ſame may be ſaid of Max- 

delſlo, The 


many of the Provinces of. 'Ching , w 
mogeric is aibats co 00a the Errors, and 

ſupply. the Defefts of all the. Writers  befoge 
hims but -he-did-nat- live-re, publiſh his, own 
Wark, which-afterwards came forth by, Order 
ot Cardingl d E{ppers, 

As for our Country-man Ogilby, he only 

dand wjl'd withougangdiſcreti 
6/w Kireber, and Niewþef; bur of all, the 
Copiſts, the Commentator upon Magaillans has 
ſhewn the beſt judgment, (0 that ipgecd. he 
might pals for an Original, Maſter-piece, ha- 
ving, 611'4 up the Poſthumous Fragments of that 
excellent Father with htdelizy and accyrate- 
nets. 

There are great numbers of other ' Writers 
upon Ching amang, the Religious Miſſaonaries , 
but they have razely follow'd the Rule of 
Truth in their Relations of the State of Re- 
lgion in that Kingdam ( (a difkcult' is i tor 
Xen © be honel(t in their awn Trades and Cal 
lings) often forging falle Miracles , awlrigly- 
ing Converyons, ang corppoling (uch b Legs 
as they thought modi a Ow", without gver 
promulging the true pel, or Propagati' 
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the Catholick Faith ; ors lng 


'd by a famous Biſhop of 
ee, Frnad, und many other wor 
thy wen of the of Rome, who 
confeſs that forme Orders of their Communion 


have 'd and d ſeveral Syſtems of 
Chri ing to the Climates 
travell'd ; So in China the ſubdle Motor have 


to drive awa 
RE Bens er 
ſtian w 
that are not in the Secrets of 
their Empire. 

Tis computed that fince the Year 1580, a- 
bout” 630 Jeſuits, and ' 200 Prieſts of other 


Chriſtendom to Ching x; halt of which never 
landed in that Kingdom, and but very few of 
them eyer retorn'd , being taken off either by 
Diſcafes, or inter by the Dutch in the 
Straits of Samay, Malacs, or clic executed 
by the Civil Powers for diſturbing the Publick 
Peace ; however, I cannor but ire the in- 


a defatigable 


as 
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deiatigable and Policy of the Church 
gf Ron inthe Schemes aud. Projerja, the lags, 
bog cotucing che whoſe Wienld apcce buy 
minion s which may be a Leon to 

Chriltendon to be more UNanunaus 
ik they intend to. ſtand their ground 
fuck a Church Militant, as commands all 
tholick Legions , and. obſerves a Diſciph 


Is 
Ft 


4 


R 


if 


very curious of late ( fas eff & «b 
toimprove Affronomy, Geography, 
ſtory, Commerce, and indeed all ſuch Arts and 
Sciences (tothe ſhame of ſome of theix Neigh- 
bour ) as prove more {erviceable to Humane 
Life, and Empire, then all the Scholaſtick Cob- 
webs, ical Quibbles, Metaphyſical Phan- 
tomes, of Poctick Chimes. Vox preteres Nibil. 
Upon-the firſt Foundation of this mighty 
French Monarchy, 'twas. thought » to 
et. up,and: encauragr divers forts of Domelick 
» ko oh U- 
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Manufactures, and to difcourage alt Fotreigr's 


to open Publick Schools for Navi 


For- 


tification, and the other Patts of Matheratidks, 
to found and endow ſeveral Acadetnies ; and 


of late to eſtablith 


Mhihons for the romors 


Quarters of the World : our of all theſe mariy 
able Perſons have been c_ awzy under 


Royal Penfhons to the 
the World, 


diſtarit places of 
there to obſerve the Heavens; Arr. 


Witer, and Earth; comparing their ſeveral 


Remarks in the Academy 


and Obſcrvetor It 


Pirie; of which we have already many admit- 


rable Colleftions extant wh all 
* Volumes (ſome of grear uſe 
to adjuſt the Longitude ) ; 
from the Cape of Good Hope, 
the Coalts of Malaber , Cor- 
mandel, Siem. Borneo. Mele 
4, Peen, Manille, Macao , 
Canton, Nimpo, Nanquin, Can- 
chen, Fenhen, and Pekin $ Be- 
fides from the Iſles of Cayenne, 
Panama, and more are expe- 
avd from Califorrie, and the 
South Seas. 


* Obleruct ions Phy. 
far & Mather 
trigues emvoyeey de $7 
am. Avec ber rf 
xens dt Sfhewrs ir 
[ Academe, Notes 
44 Pore Goth. Farhs 
1683. a Þ. 

Odjervations pour |it- 
urs FHifFire Kauts- 
rele, of # bs Pfe Fi 
an d& [ Ajbronnnne, of 
& la Gragraphie. Em 
vntes it; lndrs or de 
la Chine. Awe &s 
Refenionu Ac. Var 


Hens faiter on plaſirers Vaages par Ovdre de ja Maneſth, Kc. Vurs 
1693. i Fl. . 

The Perſons generally ſent are $kilful-ir+ the 
Mathematicks, in-cthe-Art-of Defigning, in Na- 
, and-are alwa 


# charge with 


rural Pilot 
det at the 


Narerials tor 


2 ſuch 
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ſuch fort of Obſervations z as Compaſies, Nee- 
dles, Load(tones, Dials , Teleſcopes , Micro- 
ſcopes, Levels, Sextants, Quadrants , Pendu- 
lums, Barometers , T hermoicopes , Hygrome- 
ters, Burning Glaſſes, Pencils, Anatomical In- 
ſtruments, Tools for Drawing , Surveying, 
Collecting, Prelcrving, Oc. 

The Prieſthood it ielt hath not thought it 
below the Dignity ot their Sacred Function to 
viccept ſomerimes ot theſe Employments ; and 
merefore 'tis that we have of late {oO many ex- 
cellent Pieces in this kind from Men ot Holy 
Orders, who have apply'd themlelves to tfuch 
ſort of Studies, as will render them renown'd 
mthe Regiſters of Arts and Sciences, as well 
as in thoſe of Martyrs and Conteſfiors. 

Father Thowas has been pleas d to promile 
his own Obſervations, and other Memoirs up- 
on the.undeſcribed Countries of Cores , and 
that part of Tartary lying berween the Chineſe 
Wall; and Maſcovuy ; thro' which Caravans are 
ſaid ro paſs yearly berwcen Moſco and Pekiz in 
the, ſpace of four Months ; for the Longitude 
of the Cirievin China arc tound by many Altro- 
nomical Obſervations, made there, and com- 
par'd with thoſe at the Parifttan Obſervatory, 
not to be fo far Eaſtward by many Degrees 
as commonly placed in our Globes and Charts. 

Father Ferbief# , Father Grimaldi , Father 
Conplet , Percira., Richaud , Fontanay, Father 
Bexes, Noel, Banchet, Gerbillon , and fome 0- 
ther Fathers Miſronaries,,, have. Treajures ot 
Obſer- 


 * 
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Obſervarions and Dravghts made by themſelves 
and their Fellow Travetters in the Oriental Re- 
gions 3 The Prieſts, employ'd of late years in 
the Miffions, being of a higher Rate in Know- 
ledge then formerly. 

The Performances of Monnfieur Richer, M. 
Vartn, Des Hayes, and De CGles , in the Afri- 
can and American Plantations, deſerve our No- 
tice; where Moaunfexrr Surian ( Phyfician at 
Marſciller ) and Friar Planiiere have defign'd 
and deſcrib'd very elegantly the Vegetables and 
Animals ; Neither is that noble Preſent to be 
paſs'd by, which our Author made the Royal A- 
cademy, of the Pictares of Chineſe Plants from 
the Lite , together with a large new Map; 
which 1 ſuppoſe to belong to Dr. Clandiav , 
mention'd by Father Tachart in his firſt Voyage 
to Siam. 

Beſides all theſe we may ex ſeveral curi- 
ous and uſetul Remarks from the South Seas, of 
Father Morakz , Father FVan-Hamme , Father 
Rugei, and others; who are now ſettled upon 
the Ladrones. and the Iiles of Jolomon, with 2 
Stock of necefary laſtruments and other Ma- 
terials, requiſite in the making of Obſervari- 
ons. An Account of Borzes is alſo promis'd 
by a Portugueſe Miſſron. 

No leſs commendable is the late undertaking 
in France tor the drawing a moſt exatt Chart 
of that Kingdom from the Aſtronomical Ob- 
lervations of Signor Calſeni, Mounſiexs de Is Hive, 
Picard, and > wh made in the Ports and in- 
8 3 land 
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land Parts whereby it appears chat the Limics 
of that Country have been extended much too 
tar 20wards the Welt, South, and North. 

By theie Ways and Means Lews the XIV, 
will deſerve to be honour'd, and even Conſe- 
crated in future Ages ; ſuch Colours will give 
him Lite and Beauty to all Poſtericy , and per- 

may (hade the Deformities, which the Poet 
paints in (Jatar's Court. We in England e 
not to deſpair but that Heroick Arthur, w 
juitly vies with the Grand Monarch in the fame 
of War, will alſo contend with bim for the 
Glory and Empire of Learaing , and diſpute 
exery Art and Sciepre, as the Ground in Mlax- 
goers 4 Which peradventure will equal, it nor 
fuzpals, the praiſe of Arms. Then let the 
Britiſh Hewer ing bis Apotheoffs with the fame 
Charms, as in the Prince, and Kine. 

47%, there is a vaſt Wir and Cienias in 
eur Miziſtr;,capable of the greatelt Enterprize, 
Ni 708 rnd the at nn a 
fatal Srop is put to the Growth and Propagati- 
pu not only of Letters, bur ManufaQarer a- 
manglt us, and the Trealure of Chriſtendom 
flows daily to the Bauiavs and (zenteer x, yet 4 
freſh Cizculation and a new Lite is in Nature, 
if we have bur Spirit and Vertue to move in 
the right Channel. 
© Bur vis 8ime to cloſe up this tedious Preface, 
which I thought neceſſary to ſpin aut in the 
fame Method that 1 formerly obſerv'd in my 
lniredgyftion w the Voyages of Sir John Narko- 


rough, 
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rough , Captain Wood, Taſman, and Marten ; 
not out of any Vanity or Inclination for Scri- 
bling, or of being ſtyI'd an Author ; nor out 
of expettation of Applauſe or Reward ( my 


Station in the World being below — and 
juſt above Contempt) but purely out of good 


Will and Complaiſance to the Bookſellers ( to 
whom 1 wiſh a proſperous Sale) and that I 
might own my felt to be one of your Admi- 


rers, 


And Gentlemen, 


Tour moſt humble Servant. 


YR Pe 
TRENT 


AUTHOR® 


PREFACE. 


| £2527 which to blame moſt, 


him that publiſhes by fads _ Relations 
of his Travels, or t 


over ſlightly and bedoy, The 
writing Voyages A not altogether ſo 5; 4a T1 
» Sona it requires not onl = 
s __—_ , to manage it ſucceſs 
lee Sincerty Exeineſs, and « þ op 
, and Learning beſides x, for « « 


Pas obs « Meir ne 4s, ought to know 
the propriety end all ſorts of Colours, ſo 


ct -_ og” 
pegs 7 Do 


the 
— nll hey nin 


Boker by 


in 4 Manner an 


not all neither, he mult have been an E 


of moi# the Aitions CE 
wult be 1kilf'd in the Cuſtoms ——— 
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Inhabitants he wan nas wm 
iz the Converſation og 
4 


Richer, em, end 

onght to take Apr br 
-__ SwbjeTs the Number Scituation of the Ci- 
res, | att &: Frovinces, and be cu- 


riows in ſcarthing tho all the remarkable Rarities 


I; pages þ ming 
Virev 'S fone o Prey tar 
ie? over t of the World by the fire-ſide , 
and yet oa their fatigue, Travellers of all 
Mew ave the lock ehmened w9on the ſerve of their 


There's Xt = bf wer e them ſclwes 
with what 


yes, tnd are 

tile with 7 Ay we om remote Parts of the 
Globe. - 'Tie grown « with others to rejet? 
all Forreien Storres for Fablers theſe value them+ 
1; wpon their Incredulity ," and Fake wen 
Friends to Trath, that vhop acvey achoveth dee ory. 
Auether fort agate throw away « Book of tht kind 
for « Miracie, or ſown extraordinary Accident, any 
thing out of the way (beyond their common pre- 
judice: ) that they find it, as thi Nature having 
all ber Treaſures worn onr portion of 

, could nothin; wncommon elſewhere, 

or ww tho' G EIIErING CLAY ILES 
wer Eaſtern Churches then « 


Sore there are 100 that run 


counter to 
theſe 
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, who exquire aathing but VWouders, fa-' 
_— only with i their Adniiration, they 
think all tha's Natural flat and inflpid, and if 
they are not rout d up with aſtoniſhing Adventures , 
and continual! Prodigies, over the bel# 
penn d Relation ; now to humor Creatures, one 
had need to cait the World inte 4 new Figure, and 
give Mankind other ſhaper. "Tis certain, jo me- 
ny different Taſtes are not all to be ples'd x, hence 
1ravellers when they come home are #s hard put to 
# 10 gain « patient bearing their own Coun- 
try-men, #s they mive at oing abroad to make 
themſelves be underſtood by ; won But in- 
deed they are not werth bearing, the empti- 
neſs or irregularity of their Relations, or elſe the 
Vein of Pdſuon and ce running through the 
whole, that turns a Hiſtory into Slander ; but 4- 
hove all, the boldneſs wherewith they ſham the mois 
ridiculous Tales npon ws for credible Truths, j 

diſtaſte Men of Sence, and render ſuſpetted 
more prudent and ſincere Authors. ' ordina- 
rily it falls out that thoſe Travellers who impoſe up- 
on other People were firſt deceived themſelves, how 
many are there, who do but juil touch at « ſirange 
Country, and Imagine to be immediately 'd 
of all that belongs to #t, they ſtep aſhore, and ſcour 
about like fawil'd Men, greedily catching «t al 
that comes in their way, and ſo cram thele Jour- 
nals with idle popular Chat : upon this occaſion a 
Spaniard ſald pleaſantly of a certain Author, that 
inſtead of intituling his , A Relation of all 
the Coniiderable Rarities in the New World, 
ic be 
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ſhould rather have called it, An Account of what 
the Rabble of both ſrdies, the Moors, Cafres, 
and Slaves faichfully reported to me, in thoſe 
Conferences which I duly held with them. 
Others perhaps are more reſerv'd,and then 'tis Ten 
to One they are naturally bent to magnifie every 
thing ;, and really when «a Man has rambled froe 
or fax thouſand Leagues, out of pure Curioſity , 
twould fret him after all to meet with nothing but 
what he has ſeen pfo times over in Europe, then 
withoyt a ſpecial Caution one is apt to ſet too migh- 
ty « Charaer and Efteem wpon the Climate, the 
Cuſtoms and the Wit of the People, and what «t 
the bottom is moit barbarows becomes moit raviſh- 
ing, now in writing to others what we adnrire be- 
fore hand our ſelves, the Idea's are beightned in 
the Deſcription, and in the end grow monſtrous, 
and all this to tickle the Reader forſooth, 'or our 
own Vanity, with being firſt in a Relation. ' I 
have known ſome very ſcrupulow this way in « 
pearance, but in effeT no leſs wide of the Mark 
than their Neighbours, who ſtedfaſtly believe 
themſelves honeſt in their Aſſertions, moit un- 
lukily make an ill choice of Terms and Modes of 
Expreſſuon : To ſpeak intelligibly, we read every 
day one or other that tell ws of certain Kingdoms 
in the Indies, much after the rate that we talk of 
thoſe in Europe, The Metropolitan Cities , the 
Counties, the Government of Frontier Places, the 
Palace, the Miniſters of State , the Generals of 
Armies, and a hundred other Terms of that ſtamp, 
preſently we think our ſelves at another - Paris, 
Ver- 
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Verſailles, or in our formidable Armies, "and 
when all comes to all, this ſame Louvre of a Pa- 
lace is neither better nor worſe than a rambling 
contriv'd wooden Building ; the Conrtiers a Crew 
of ſorry Wretches half naked ; the Vice» Roys it may 
be have fificen or twenty petty Villages nnder their 
Government, ſcattered up and down in the Woods, 
and ſo of the reit. Undoubtedly theſe Terms that 
repreſent ſuch grand ldea's to ws, are very impro- 
perly uſed to ſognifie ſuch pitiful Kingdoms , that 
have have almoit nothing common with ours, but 
the Name, "tis my opinion we ought to manage 
them warily and skjlf uily, lef# we fbonld lie in 
telling the Truth. when the Country we treat 
of has in good earneſt ſomething noble and ſingular 
in it, we are ſtill apter to miſcarry , then we are 
not content barely to draw Eſteem from our Rea- 
ders, we covet their Admiration too + in this Caſe 
a Man mit ſtand wpon his guard againſt his own 
Evidence, and deal with it juit as thoſe modeſt 
Perſons, who in their Judgment retrench half the 
Merit their own Imagination ſuggeits to 'em, left 
they ſhould over-valne themſelves. Upon the whole, 
we ought not to be ſo violently prepoſſeſs d againſt 
Relations of Voyages, as to put good and bad un» 
der the ſame Condemnation: for as on one hand 
it were indiſcreet to take up with all that come out 
without Choice, Examination, or Diftin@ion ;, ſo 
on the other hand, "tis as fooliſh an Afﬀed& ation to 
reje indifſeremtly the Accounts of Travellers whoſe 
Difontereit, Condition , and Capacity recommend 
their Credit. For my part, ER I 
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The Author's Preface. 
have cheriſhed « ſieddy lon for 


Trath, 1 durſ# not venture to put togetber ant en 


ty of all that came to my knowledge du- 


abode in the Empire of China, ap- 
left the want of other &ndlifications, 
wereſſary ins ſuch & VV ork, ſboult be atton'd 
for by that fngle Verinve 5, nevertbeleſr, not krnow- 
ing welt how 10 contain my ſelf altogether at my 
retry rf —_ py able 
to forbear ne Progreſs clighon in 
the Extd, Far) þ be ow exam cel eht- 
ed bu communicating ont bjeD® to ſe- 
vera Perſons Cel ffeBed no 
by Faith, and = an Obligation to render 
an Account of my tu ſome, or in Obedience 
to the expreſs ” 6s of others, or laſtly to 

male © Retarn for Jo the Goliy and good Officer 
—_ by the reſt, F wrote t following Letters, 


theſe particular Conver (a- 
nd DEEOETE me ith which comprehend 


ine great — preſent State ina, rd Þ con- 
ceived in publiſhing this jon, abt 4 regu- 
lar Univerſal Account of that vail Empire, but as 
Memoirs and Heads for & Generd Hiſtory, they 
might not be. unſerviceade to thoſe who might nr 
time or other take up the fa rg, Mean time } 
may well fear that the ſaxe t EE 
tolerable in array will nvt paſs ſo currantly ” 
_—_ view ; Faults art 200 ecfie 
uered in writing, nt that looſe which 
makes wp the plraſuve' of Comerſatron, with bayd- 
ly be forgiven here : Bas to conthule, a 


The Author's Preface. 


has endeavoured Ten year owe tegetiey to fivg 
Mother Tongue , and to Ye = 
herkeoor Words and uncouth Ideas , whatewer be 
may have loi# another way ought to be allowed 
the priviledge of writing i, fr pry hams 
the Line four or five times , methinks our Stile 
ſhould not be canvaſs the Criticks, and for ought 
Rooney meal ere th 


1 know Politeneſs in a 
fying then Negligence. 
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A Letter to my Lord Pontchartrain, Se« 
' eretary of State to bis moſt Chri- 


ftian Mojefty. 
The Voyage from Siam to Pekin, 


My Lord, 


HO' Men generally take no little Pride. 

in recounting their Travels, and that of 
Chins be the moſt entertaining to this part 

of the World, I could never yet be recon- 

ciled to the of writing a Formal Account of 
my Voyage thicher., That Subje&t indeed is worn 
ſo thread- that People have little Curioſity after 
New Relations; and indeed the World is (ufficiencly 
taken up with the Bufinels _ the Times , yo 
cg0- 


ga 
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and divers Movements Exrope is in t 
: take 'em off from enquiring into the Afairs 
of Remote Countries. 

Bur you,my Lord,(whoſe Genius is as far extended 
as your Zeal, and who no lefs rejoyce at Vidtories ob- 
tained by Chriſt's Do&rine over y,then at thoſe 
by our Arms) will, 3 x gs. 2A - = 
a patient Hearing, 
nour to be heard by on Ge pr ow, 
and I may ſay, that beſides thoſe Divine which 
ſupport us in all our Labours, nothing could more 
encourage our Induſtry chen that with 
which you are pleaſed to countenance it. 

The Proje& of ſending Miffionadies &hill'd in the 
Mathematicks, into the utmoſt parts of the World, 
was conceiv'd of that Glory for his Majeſty's Reign, 
and that Advantage to our Religion, that his Mini- 
ſters have ever uled their beſt Endeavours to carry it 
on. 
Monſieur Colbert not only brought the Ling to 


approve cf the Delgn, bur alſo himſelf gave Orders 
for the preparing of all neceſlary Inſtruments, for a 
od ob ore mg. Na of Mathematicians, who were 
all bound for Chime, fome thro' Muſcovy and Tartary, 
others thro' Syris and Perfis , and the reſt on Board 
the Veilels _— to the Eaft-India Company. 

0 


His Death put ſome ſtop to this great Deſign , 
but the Marquis de Lowveis no ſooner ſucceeded him 
in the SDPEnY of Arts and Sciences ,*but 
he did by Order from his Majelty command our Su- 
periours, to look out for Men, whole Zeal and Ca- 
pacity , might enable them for fuch an Underta- 
king ; for whom he procured all forts of Inſtru- 
mens, and furniſh:d them with Money, Letters of 
Commendation, and in ſhort, all that might contri- 
bute to the Succels of the Enterprile. 

Monſieur De Scignelay judging that theſe new 

M flons 


the greater Tartery to the 

Thus, my Lord, has Providence led three great 
Men to forward fo Noble a Work, the perfeRting of 
to you. The ſeveral Reaſons which 
induced them to it will, no doubt, be as alenc 

ith who are no lefs deſirous of the of 
the Glory of our King, and the Advan- 
tage of his Subjets, and no Ieb careful in your Em 
xp {es reſpet both to Arts andSciences and 

rade and Navigation. 

Your Proteion has hitherto been ſo Benevolent 
to thoſe Zealous Miffionaries,that they cannot doube 

a happy Succeſs. 

Bur bekdes this Acknowledgment, they are bound 
to give you att exat Account of their Ations, their 
Travek, and the Uſe they have made of his Maje- 
fty's my Theſes Memoirs, my Lord, Iofter to 
behalf. 

The King, about Ten years fince, commanded 
Six of his Subjects, Jefuirs, for Chine, with the Cha- 
rater of his Majeſty's Mathematicians, that under 
cover of that Learning they might che eaſier inſinu- 
ace the . I was one of them, and fer Saif 
with the reſt in the begi of the Year 168g. in 
dey bon ode n whi = Monſieur _ 
mon, his Majeſty on an Extraordinary 
bafſy to fe Oran of Siam. 


Voyage thicther was very fortunate, but the Sea- 
ſon our going farther, and we were detained 
there near a Twelve-month,cill che time of year pro- 


per for our Deſign. 
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The K. of Siam,a Pretender to Aſtrology deſired i 
be a Sharer in our Aſtronomical Obſervations He ad- 
mired above all our exactnels in foretelling an Eclipſe 
of the Moon, and from that time had « of keep- 
ing us at his Court. But having informed him what our 
Orders were, he conſented that Four of us ſhould 
depart for Chime, provided Father Techard ſhould re- 
turn to France to requeſt the King for more Mathe- 
maticians , and that I the whilſt ſhould remain with 
him. 

Accordingly he went for Ewrope , and I continued 
at Siam, whale the Fathers Fontaney, Gerbillew, De Viſ- 
delon, and Rowoet took Ship for Macer, a ſmall City 
ſnuate on the Point of an Iſland adjacent to Chis, 
where the Portugueze have a Fortrehs. 

Father Tachard artived fate at Paris, with the Sis- 
mite Ambaſſadors : But thoſe who were failed for Chs- 
"a, were in a few days aſter their departure; ſurpriſed 
by a Tempeſt which put a ſtop' to their Voyage ; 
they were in a ſtout Veſlel of Monſieur Confance's, 
but it was fo terribly ſhattered, that in a lictle time ir 

an to be leaky. 
he Shipwreck being inevitable, it was « 
better to ſtrand on the with ſome hopes of 
Lite, then by Looting up againſt the Wind to keep 
the Sea and Founder in a deſperate Condition. So 
before Night they reached an unknown Land. The 
=P viten run upon Shoals , but did not (plir, 
with much ado they got to the Leeward of an 
Iſland near Caſſomer a Province of the Kingdom of 
Siam, bordering upon that of Cambeje. 

The Captain then deipaired of proceeding on his 
Voyage, being fallen under a Wind, - which accord- 
ing to the Sealon was like to keep the ſame Corner 
for ſeveral Months, and hindred him from doublin 
_— of Cambejo, the Ship being very much ail 


The 
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The Miffonaries more<concerned at this loſs of 
time than at the danger they had eſcaped, refolved 
upon returning to Siuw by Land , that they mighe 
get on Board an Engliſh Veſſel bound for Canton, 
which was to Sail about the beginaing of Augf. 

entered the Woods, in to meet with a 
Town and ſome Guides that might condue them, 
but they ſoon loſt their way, and encountered no lefs 
Perils at Land then they had before mer with at Sea, 
The great Rains had cauſed a Land-flood, fo that 
walking barefoot thro' the Fields overflowed, an in 
numerable quantity of Leeches , and Muketoes fo 
troubleſome to Strangers, were their continual Tor- 
ment. On the other hand great number of Serpents, 
Tigers, Buffles and Elephanes, of which the Foreſts 
ace full, kept them in continual Apprehenſion. 

But their greateſt Miſery was want of Food; for 
the lictle Victuals they had brought out with them 
being ſoon ſpent, t been ſtarved had not Pro- 
vidence directed them to a {mall Village. Not that 
the Inhabitants could afford them much help , being 
themſelves unprovided of all things ; but they con- 
ducted them back again to their Ship, where the 
arrived after a F Wandring, halt dead wit 
Wearinefs and Hunger. 

As for me I wasalmoſt in as ill a Caſe: I had ob- 
tain'd of Monſicur Conflaxnce that he ſhould place me 
into a Convent of —_— (lo are their Prieſts cal- 
led) for not one of them had yet been prevailed 
with to ackno Chriff, tho' their Converſion 
might be an Means to that of the whole Na- 
tion. 1 judged the beſt way to bring it about, would 
be a free Converſe with them, Dre as they did, 
and Living with the fame Auſterity. I had a Prefi- 
dent in the Miflion at Madws, and allrealon to hope 
for the like Succeſs at Siaw. But the Conſpiracy .of 
the Maley and Aacoſſars, —_ happened at that 
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time Monſieur Canflaxce fo much trouble, that 
he not the leiſure to think of me. The 
who countenanced the Chriſtian Faich , and his M 
/ niſler who was irs chief with allchoſ wha 


Support, 
profefied it, were in danger of being murthered in 
, had not our Redeemer faved ws from that 
t the Plot was diſcovered, and the Criminals 
Puniſhment. 


one 
Peril ; 


oa 


Accident was the Cauſe that the Fathers came 
back by Sea to Siam, before I was too far engaged in 


Life 1 deſigned to lead; and | yielded co their 
Loh would embark with them when the 
Sealon permic,which I did che more willingly, 


becauſe it was Hour the time that Father Tocherd was 
to return with a Recruit of Miſſionaries and Mathe- 
maticians. 
On the 19th of Fane in the Year 1687. we lailed 
, a conſiderable City and Haven in Cheks- 
ew 2 Province of Chime ; for we he it not fit to 
to Macee as was defi the Year e, having 
informed that we be no welcome Gueſts 


to the Portug wet. 
I ſcarce belicye, ” that you are over curious 
of knowing how we ſteered our Courſe. Thoſe Jour- 


nals wholly made up of We Coy a 
7 le es wh Ha gong 

no other ule then the 
Winds, can ſcarce be reliſbed by fo nice a Palate 
yours. Howerer, they are very uſeful © want 
and thoſe who make Navigation their ſtudy, would 
not find the Style unpleaſant. Bur I ſhall take ano- 
ther opportunity of giving you an Account of it, in 
nga, on 
me tO wave t to on- 
ly of what concerned our ſelves. 

Spight of the King of Siam's Orders for our 
good Treatment , God was in hi 
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Prayers, to inſpire People wich an 

Eſteem for our Holy ry bh Skill in cheic 
not ing us to do it by declaring is 

— ruths. = 

true we ſometimes, with the help of an Inter- 

attempeed to convince them af the Ablurdity 


'Tis 
preter, 
of that Worſhip their Education had unfortunately en- 


gaged them in. One day eſpecially _ R—_ a- 


jally « 
bout us ; the Diſpute grew ſomerh! 


p, and at 
length became fo hor, that we were to give it 
over. All Seamen are generall untractable. 


while after came towards us, arm'd 

with Lances and Half-Pikes, wich Looks that ſeem'd 

” Har! och rope Iagetence Gepkend hat would 
ing wit w 

be the Event, we laſt we had no Cauſe to 

fear. The Mariners armed themiclves only to 

= ntnghdn py bo Honour of their Idol ; 


perhaps to appeale the Anger ſhe might have corcei- 
By ved 
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ved at what in the Diſpute had been faid to her Dif 
_—__— | ſcarce e there is a Nation more 
Cn itious _ pe = who worſhip the wy 
cer by, —_— cen it wi 

Perſumes, and ofren ing it e yy obs 
Twice a day regularly they threw little pieces of 
gilt Paper in likeneſs of Money into the Sea,as it were 
to keep it at their Devotion that Salary. Some- 
times they would preſent it lictle Boats made of 
the ſame Stuff, that being buſied in toffing and ruin- 
ing them, ſhe might ours. Burt when the un- 
ru mn, maugre their Courtefie, would grow 
trou e, being, as they thought, agicated in an ex- 
traordinary manner by a Danes ns ns it ; 
They burned ſome Feathers , whoſe noifom ſmoak 
and peſtiferous ſcent, were indeed more then fuffici- 
ent, had the Fiend been endued witch Sence, to ſend 
him going, were he the Cauſe. 

Once near a Hill on which one of their 


Temples [: bui e,their Superſticion then our-did it ſelf; 
for beſides the uſual Ceremonies conſiſting in Meat- 
Offerings, burning of Candles and Perfumes, throw- 
ing lictle Baubles of gile Paper into the Sea, and infi- 
nite ſuch other Fopperies, all Hands were at work for 
fire or fix hours togerher, in _ a lictle Veſſel in 


the likene6 of ours, of about four Feet in length. It 
was very artificially wrought, wanting neicher Maſts, 
Tackling, Sails or Flags, it had irs pals, Rud- 
der, and Shalop, its Arms , Kitchin-ſtuff, Vietuals, 
Cargo and Book of Accompts. Beſides , they had 
daubed as many (mall pieces of Paper as we were 
Men in the Ship, which were diſpoled of in the ſame 
places we were in. This Machine being placed on 
wo Staves, was with no lixle Ceremony, at the noiſe 
of a Tabor and a Brazen Baſon, raiſed up in view of 
all the Crew, A Seaman in a Benze's Habit was the 
Chief Man among *©m, playing ſeveral Apiſh Tricks 

with 
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with a rter-ſtaff , and now and then ſhouting 
forth Huzza's. At length the Myſterious Toy 
was committed to the Waves, and eyed as far as 


fight could reach, accompanied with the Benzz2's Ac- 
who roar'd with all his might. This ri- 
diculous Entertainmenc diverted the Sailors, while we 
were ſtruck wich a ſenfible Grief at the ſight of their 

blind Error, which it was out of our Power to cure. 
pr yn 6 EY ſoon after, which at firſt 
gave them lefs , but in the end proved an e- 
al Diverſion to us all. The Mariners fanci ny 

w aShip in a part of the Sea much infeſted wit 
Pyrates. They had excellent Spying-glaſſes, thro” 
which «t could perceive the Maſts, the Sails, nay 
ſome ſaw the very Tackling , and by the manner of 
her Sailing, it was plain ſhe deſigned us a Viſit. All 
were very diligent in putting their Ship in a Poſture 
of Defence ; Chinezs, who of all love beſt 
to in a whole Skin, were in great Confternation; 
and the Fear we faw painted in their Faces , while 
they made ready their Cimeters , Pikes, and Guns, 
(lor they had no Canon) more terrified us than the 
fancied , which yet cauſed in us no lictle Ap- 
prehenfſion ; for indeed, I muſt confeſs, we were then 
grown as fearful, if poſkible, as the Chineze themielves. 
Religion or Martyrdom was - then —_— 

on, we were in danger of being im 

rangled by Villains who give no Quarter, for ſuch 
1s their Cuſtom, which « would not have alered 
for our ſakes. The only Remedy would have been 
to have leaped into the Sea, and drowning our 
felves deferred our End for a few Mi » but the 
Medicine was ſomewhat violent, and we did not care 
for the Experiment. Our Proſpeive Glaſſes were 
ofren made uſe of, and, to our no linle furprize, the 
mighty Veſlel as it came near us teflened, as did our 
ill-grounded Terror, for we now doubted wherher it 
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Caution we were found our, an Officer of the 
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Commiſſion immediately from Court , and is 
pected, ni_nde to be he 
we found in a large Hall 
is Aſſeſſors and other inferiour Of having 
waited on thicther by a multicude of People, 
there are more curious of feeing an Earopean, 
oe Gueittotemefetratag Cline 
No ſooner were we enter'd, but we were admoniſh- 
kneel and bow our Heads nine times to the 
, that being the Cuſtom in thoſe Parts of doing 
dance to the Prime Mandarine, who in that Qua- 
s the Emperor's Perſon, His Counte- 
as very Severe, and bore a Gravity that chal 
encration, and a Dread, which increaſed at 
fight of his Executioners, like Rewes Lictors, at- 
ing wich Chains and great Sticks, ready to bind 
whom his Mendermeſbry ſhould think fir. 
laving paid him our Devoirs, he asked us Who we 
were, and what waz our Ecrand. < A 
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means of our Interpreter) we hove 


Somed to 0ur bu Empire, and of the Wit and 
ono { gr —— I —_ 


cure them the only thing that # mg is compleat the 
Grandeur of and 4s Nation , to wit 
the of ONLY TRUE GOD, withews 


which it cannot be truly Great. We have beſides wnder- 
flood bow kind bu Imperial Majeſty bas been to then, and 
boye bue Mandarines, who know bu Incennons, will be ſo 
favourable as not to moleſt n1. 

This Declaration ſeemed ſomething bold, in a Pro- 
vince where our Religion was icarce tolerated, and in 
a City, where there was not one Chriſtian. But we 
were uvpacquainted with theſe Circumſtances, and 
bad thought that fince the Freedom of Trade had 
been granted, Strangers might come and feule there, 
which is dire&tly oppoſite to the Laws of the Land. 
The Mandarine, who muſt needs be ſurpriſed at the 
Liberty we took, diſſembled his Thooghts, and as if 
wo of our Zeal, told us it was true the Em- 

ror had a particular Eſteem for Father Verbuoff, whole 

rit was well known throughout the whole Empire, 
that as for himfeli he was very deſirous to ſerve us; 
But, continued he, I mu? frff adviſe with the Gooer- 
wer, and we ſhall conſider of it together: Inthe mean while 
returs ts your Ship, —- ca fly bear further from us. 

Some days after the General of the Militia in and 
about the City, which might conſiſt in about fi 
teen or twenty thouſand Men, was willing to ſee us, 
and entertained us very kindly, infomuch that when 
we leſt him to wait upon the Governor , he ſent an 
Officer to defire him chat he would uſe us kindly, al- 
luring bim we were very honeſt People. The Gover- 

not 
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=? 


lly accepted of his Civility , and in 
tation enjoyed a Reſt we Niood in great need of. 
Permit me, Afy Lord, before 1 go on, to give you 
a general Deſcription of that great Empire, 
according to the Obſervations of Ancient Geogra- 


C HI NA, which the Inhabitants call Tchoun-coert 
the Middle Kmgdom, becauſe they formerly thought 
themſelves (cated in the midſt of the World, is divided 
into fifteen m—_ Provinces. Caamrons , Fokien 
Chekiam, N, , Chanton and Pecheley Iye mr, bo 
Eaſtern Ocean; from South to North. And from 
to South on the Weſtern fide , are extended Chang, 
Chenſi , Sout-chriten, Tunnan and Konanfs, and 
Kowei-tchern, Kianfi, Henquam and Henen, are locked in | 
by the other eleven, and form the midſt of 


pire, which a Channel divides from TJaepen 
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which lyes in the 4oth, there are from North « 
South 17 Degrees. But, we may reckon 18 , be- 
caule beyond Pekin and Canton to the outmolt Bounds 
is 20 Leagues more : Thele 18 Degrees amount to 

go Common Leagues, and are the entire Length of 
Ca + Its Extent from Eaſt ro Welt, is lictle 
lels ; fo that on the whole, Chins, which is almoſt of 
a Circular Figure, is very near Fourteen handred 
Leagues in Circuir. This Account, Ay Lord, I can 
warrant to be juſt, and grounded on very exact Re- 
marks. 

You fee, My Lord, that I bave left out the Idands 
Formoſa, Haynan, and others of lefs Note, (which of 
themiclves would make a very great Kingdom) as 
allo all the Province Leauton, becaule it is with- 
out the Wall. As for the Cores, Tanquin, and Siam, 
they depend indeed on Chine fo far, as that they 
pay a Tribute to that Crown, and that their Kings, 
at their admifkon, are Confirmed by its Em : 
but they are ſeparate Kingdoms and differ much from 
that of Chins, which whether in reſpe& of the Pro- 
du& and Fertility of ics Soil,or the Beauty and Num- 
ber of its Cities, the Wit , Policenes, Religion or 
Manners of its Inhabitants, is quite another thing- 
The Chinexe know it, and are fo proud of it,that they 
call all che reſt Barbarous Nations , taking great care 
in their Marriages not to match with them, or any 
of the other Indians, and fearing nothing more then 
that their mean Blood ſhould run in a Noble Chineze's 
Veins. 

| alſo omitted a great part of Tartery which be- 
longs to this State, to the great increaſe of its Pow- 
= che Slams are Valiant, and withal Men of 
Sence ; and beſides, tho" Tartary be full of Woods 
and Sandy Delarts, yet it is not wholly unfruittul ; 
thole fins Furs of which they rob their Zibelmes, Foxes, 
and 7rgers, a great diverſity of Simples uſetul no 
ck, 
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ſick, and the fine Horſes which come from thence, 
ace Commodities Chas could not be without. Yet 
tho' they reap fo great a Profic by ir, it cannot be i- 
magined what a Vexation it isro chemo be (o ſtrict 
ly united and mixt wich that Nation ; and one muſt 
be well acquainted with the Excels of their Vanity, 
and of the Conceit they have of their Grandeur, to 
know how grievouſly the Tarreries Conqueſt has 
humbled chem. 1 queſtion not, My Lord, but you 
have heard of it, but perhaps have not had the lei- 
ſure of inquiring into Particulars, and therefore a 
ſhort Account of that great Revolution may not bs 
unwelcome. 

One of the Petty Kings of the Eaſtern Tartery (for 
there are not atew ) whole Subjes called Monent+ 
chiow, had (ertled a Trade near the Long Wall, ha- 
ving complained at Pekin of lome Knaveries commir- 
ted by the Chin-ſe Merchants, and baving received no 
Sarieftion, relolved to right himf:If, and entered 
the Province of Leexron with a numerous Army. The 
Emperor preſently fence fome part of his Forces to op- 
pole him, and the War continued fome time, with 
equal adrancage. Burt one LI a Chinezes rook that 
Opportunicy to hatch a Rebellion in the Provinces 
which were moſt remote from Courr. Great num- 
bers of Maleconcents flocked about him, who having 
made themſelves Maſters of the greateſt Cities, like 
a Torrent overflowed the whole Country, driving all 
down be'ore them. 

The Sacred Majeſty of their Emperor could not 
lave Pekin from their Fary, the Rebel who knew the 
belt Forces were drawn out of it , marched direaly 
to attack ic. There was indeed a Garriſon of Seven- 
ty thouland Men, but moſt gain'd upon by the pra- 
Qiles of Li's Emillaries ; fo that while ſome with a 

ended Zeal perſwaded the Prince to remain in 
s Palace, others open'd the oy Gates tothe Trai- 
ory 
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tor, who folemnized his Entry by a Cruel Slaughter, 
The unfortunate Monarch _— himſel{ betrayed, 
would have marched out againſt him with Six 

dred Guards who ſtill remained wich him, bur at the 
mentioning of this Heroick Propoſal their Hearts 
failed 'em , and they ungenerouſty abandoned him. 
Then knowing no er Evil then that of falling 
quick into the Hands of his Enemies, he retired in- 
to a Garden with an only Daughter he had, and ha- 
ving wrote with his Blood theſe words on the bor- 


dure of his Veſt, rag bove baſely M7 a 
f con my , P 

vert heÞccel , whoſe —_——_— have 

rent a Heart of Flint, and then hang'd himſelf on a 


Tree ; more Unyuſt to his Daughter, and Cruel to 
Himſelf, then could have been the moſt barbarous 
Foe. 


The _— ing dead, all bowed to wy 
ELCEpt , (whom the late Prince in- 
Truſted with he Commend of the Forces he had ſent 
againſt the Tarters, ) who never would acknowledge 
him, and choſe rather E_ his Tyranny then 
ignobly to accept of a in it. The new Mo- 
barch having in vain beſieged him in the Province 
Leauten, to engage him to Surrender himſelf, ſhewed 
him his Father loaded with Irons,proteſting he would 
put him to Death in his ſight, if he did not immedi- 
ately fubmic. But that generous Lord more Faith- 
jul tro the Memory of his deceaſed Prince then ten- 
der of his Father's Life, fuffered the Duty of a Sub- 
jet to prevail over of that of a Son, and ſeeing that 


{pile of which his once was Part, refolved to 
dye or revenge at once his Fathers and his Emperor's 
Death. He made his Peace with the Tartar, who ha- 
ving joynd him, no ſooner enabled him to Cope 
with his Enemy, but he marched againſt him.” But 
tag 1yrant, whe 


ic Cowardize was eyen greater _ 
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is Crucey, durſt not appear againſt thoſe two Ar. 
mics. He fled to Pekin, where having burned the 


Palace, and all that had not periſhed at his firſt En- 
at he retired into the Province of Chen/i, loaded 

h the Spoil of the Empire and the Curſe of all. 
He was purſued, but in vain, for he met with fo pri- 
vate a Retirement, that all the Art of Man could ne- 
ver find him out. 

In the mean while the Tartar: entered Pekin, and 
ſo impoled upon the poor Chinezs, that of themſelves 
they begged their new Gueſts to take care of their di- 
ſtreſſed State. The others too Cunning not to im- 
_ {o favourable a Hint, whether by Force or Po- 
icy, are ſince grown abſolute Maſters of it. And here 
it is hard to determine which is moſt to be wondred 
at, the Courage and Condut of that Nation, which 

ave them Succeſs in ſo Noble an Enterprize, or the 
pinenefs or ill Management of the Chmeze, who 
thus baſely ſubmitted to a People ſo inconſiderable 
for their Number, that they would have been aſha- 
med not long before to own them tor their Subjects. 
So true it is we ought not to look on any thing as be- 
neath us, fince all Temporal Grandeur is ſubjzeRt to 
Change, and that nothing is Conitant in this World 
bue Inconſtancy. 

The Tartarian King Tjeurt had not the leifure to 
enjoy his Conqueſt ; ſcarce had he taven Poſleffion 
buc he died, leaving the Adminiftration of the Go- 
vernment, and Care of his Son, who was then but 
vix years old, to his Brother. This Brother of tis, 
named 4 MAV AN, conquered all the Provinces 
which bad not yet futmitred ; a Prince defervedly 
admired, not only for his V alour and Conduct, ever 
atrended with Succeſs, but alſo for his Fidelity and 
Moderation. For the young Prince being come to 
Age,he diſcharged his Truſt, and took as much Care 
to ſecure him in the Empire,as he had done to Conquer 
it for him. C 2 This 
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This Union of the two Nations has made one Em- 
pire of a prodigious Extent, for tho' all Tartary does 
not belong to Ching, yet moſt is Tributary to it, In- 
fomuch that the great and mighty CHAM, to 
whom the Chmeze themlielves paid Tribute, is dwind- 
led away to nothing. But I do not wonder how we 
in Erope could be miſinformed in this Point , ſince 
Monſieur Conflance himſelf , who fo frequently con- 
verſed with them, knew no better. I know not up- 
on what Reports he had credulouſly taken up a Re- 
port that Tartary obeyed one fole Emperor , from 
whom the Chmexe detended themliclves only by Pre- 
fents and Money. This will make me take more 
care for the furure how I credit Relations which are 
grounded on Common Fame, 

Since the Peace berween Ruſſia and Chis, it is ca- 
fie to give the rrue length of the who!e Empire,for on 
that occaſion the Bounds were fixed by Content to the 
5 5th Degree, the reſt of the Land ſtrerching from 
North to Eaſt remaining ſtill undecided by that Trea- 
ty. So from the moſt Southerly Point of Haynes to 
the utmoſt Limits of that part of Tartary which be- 
longs to the Emperor of Chme, may be reckon'd a- 
bove yoo Leagues. Thoſe Lands are nut alike fruit- 
Jul, but all may yield Religion a plentiful Harveſt, 
and were all the Mifſionaries in the World employ'd 
in fo vaſt a Field, it would ye: want for Rea- 
pers. 


could do there, and were ready to take a Spiritual 


Poſſeſlion of the Promiſed Land, when we had in- © 
pigenes that the Viceroy of that Province , was * 


much offended at our having been ſuffered to Land, ' 


and was reſolved to ſend us back to the Indies, He 


wrote indeed a ſharp Reprimand to the Governor of * 


Nimpo, and at the fame time an Account of what 


had paſſed to the Grand Tribunal of Pikin, which is | 
entrultcd 


We were well informed at Nimpo of the Good we ; 
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entruſted with the Care of Foreign of Afﬀairs, and 
ever was averſe to the Chriſtian Religion. He did 
it fo partially, that tho' he was well acquainted with 
our Deſign, he repreſented us as five Europeans, who 
for ſome Private Ends deſigned to fertle there, in op- 
poſition to the Fundamental Laws of the Realm; fo 
that the Court decreed we ſhould be baniſhed, and, 
according to Cuſtom , preſented an Order to that 
Effe, to the Emperor, for his Signature. 

Had this Order been confirmed, we had been un- 
done, and ten to one but the Mandarines at Nimpo 
had been {> too, for treating us fo favourably. The 
Viceroy, who bore as great a Love to our Money as 
he did Hatred to our Belief, would have ſeized our 
Bales, and as a Puniſhment on the Captain of our 
Ship, Confilcated his Merchandizes , and ordered 
him forthwith to be gone, and take us along with 
him ; fo that this Man, whoſe Ruin we ſhould have 
occaſioned, would certainly have thrown us over- 
board. 

Our Peril was certain, had we not prevented it 
by our Care in writing, as we were in Duty bound, 
to Father Intorcetta ht Mifhonary, and Father 
Genetal of our Order in thoſe Parts. Futber Font a- 
ney had alſo given Father Yerbieff notice of our Arri- 
val, deſiring him that he would inſtruct us what we 
had to do. The Father had all the reaſon in the 
World to leave us to our ſelves, for by taking us un- 
der his Protetion, he expoled himſelt to the Anger 
of the Viceroy of Goes, and the Governor of Macao, 
irom whom he had received Lewers, which were nei- 
ther conformable to the King of Portugal s Intenti- 
ons, nor to Chriſtian Chariry. But who could have 
expected that a Man, ever ready to Sacrifice his Life 
for the Infidels Salvation, ſhould have looked uncon- 
cernedly on, while his Brethren , who were come 
icom the remoteſt parts of the ”-=n to afliſt him jn 

3 his 
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his Task, had miſerably periſhed. When he recei- 
ved our Letters the Emperor was in Tartery, fo that 
he was forced to write to a Friend at Court, that he 
would inform his Majeſty of our Arrival, and cau- 
ſed his Letter, by a wilful miſtake, © be put into a 
Pacquet which he knew would be delivered imo the 
Em % own Hands. It ha as he deſired , 
the Emperor opened it and read it, fo that being well 
informed of all the Truth, when the Tribunals Or- 
der was delivered to him , he anſwered, That he 
would conſider of it at Pekin, and remained there a 
Fortnight longer a hunting. That Court was fur- 
ized at the Delay, it being Cuſtomary for the 
rince, in three days time, either to Sign or Cancel 
theſe kind of Writs. Father Verbie#t was no lefs im- 
patient to know the Fate of his Letter and the Em- 
ror's Reſolutions ; and as for us, we endeavoured 
our Prayers to obtain Hs Farour who Rulcs the 
earts of Kings. 

Father Intorcetts , our Superiour, who beſt knew 
our ill Circumſtances, did by Publick Prayers in his 
Church at Hamt-chtow, beg God to deliver us our of 
them ; and firmly believing that the Cry of inno- 
cent Babes is RE with his Divine Maje- 

gathered all the Chriſtian's Children from Six to 

en together into the Church , where lyi O- 
ſtrate on the Ground , they unanimouſly lifred up 

their harmlels Hands to Heaven , | 

* Effunde Tram, faying, * Pour cut thine Indignation, | 
tuam in Gentas quz O Lord, wpen the Heathen that bave 
—- op noverut, not known thee , and wpen the King - 

"Ne cnacdes Beſtiis doms that wy; not called 
animas confitentes Name; but end thoſe who weſh 
tibs, Pal. 73- thee, and delrver net ow their f4 
mies thy Servants, who cone bither | 
from the Extremities of the World to confeſs thy Holy * 
Name, and ts ſhew forth thy Praiſe, Thele Prayers 
were 
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were accompanied with _ onde On 
gregation, eſpecially with « Father Intorcetts 
who having been ſo happy as to luffer Chains, Priſons 
and Baniſhment for his Saviour's ſake, was moſt fit ta 
obtain the Bleſſing we for. 

The Emperor was no returned at Pekin , 
but Father YVerbie#t informed him that we were his 
Brethren, and by our Skill in the Mathematicks, 
might be uſeful ro his Majeſty. To which he an- 
ſwered, If it was [o, be ſaw no Cauſe why be ſhould Ex- 
pel ww 04 of bu Dominiens, He Summoned his Privy 
Council, to which the Princes of the Blood arc ad- 
micted, and with cheir Advice and Conſent, Decreed 
we ſhould all be honourably ſent for to Court. An 
Order to that Effe& was lent to the Lipeu, (the ſame 
Tribunal which had preſented the Writ againſt us) 
and by them tranſmitted to the Viceroy of Ham- 
cheow : 20082 Op 68 eſpecial Providence, he who 
had endeavoured to tarn us ſhamefully out of Chin, 


was himſelf obliged to introduce us, and that with 
more Advancage, than, had he been our Friend, he 


could have procured us. His Vexation was the great- 
er, py gr doing ay —_ he had run 
the riſque of incurring the Emperor's Diſpleaſure by 
his boy: > It was indeed no licdee Mar- 
tification to him ; and it was a Fortnight before he 
would acquaint us with our good Fortune. 

In the mean —_—— Stay we made at Nimpe gave 
us an opportunity of improving our Acquaintance 
with the Adendarmesr. Some lent us Preſencs, others 
invited us to their Houſes, and all in general were 
ry kind tous We indeavoured Yf make uſe of 

is opportunity in converting them from Idolatry, 
but it is hard for Souls wholly buried in Fleſh and 
Blood , to favour the Thi which are of God. 
However, the Governor of the City made one 
Step towardsit, which gave us —_ Hopes ; It was bus. 

: They 
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They had for five Months time been afflicted 
with a continual Drought, fo that their Rivers, and 
the Channels they cut our into their Land to water 
it, were now quitedry, and a Famine much appre- 
hended. The Prieſts had offered numberlefs Sacri- 
fices, and the Mandarines left nothing undone which 
they thought might Appeaſe the Anger of the Gods. 
"They had often asked us what Methods we uſed in 
Earope in ſuch Caſes ; and being anſwered , that by 
Humiliation, Penitence, and the Fervency of our 
Prayers we moved Heaven to Compaſlion, they 
hoped by the like Means to procure their Idols Pity ; 
but alas, they called upon Gods that bave Ears and can- 
wot bear : So the Governor tired with Delays, refl- 
ved to worſhip the only God whom all Nature ©- 
beys. Having underſtood that in our Houſe we had 
6 fron handfome Chappel, in which we every day 

ated the Sacred Myſteries of our Religion, he 
ſent to us to know if we would permit him to come 
in Stare, and joyn his Prayers with ours. We an- 


{wered we defired nothing more than that he ſhould | 


worſhip as we did, and that all the City would fol- 
low his Examp'e; and afſured him moreover, that 
if he begged with Faith and Sincerity , be ſhould 
undoubtedly obtain. We preſently went to work 
to pur our Chappel in order, and make all things 
ready to Solemnize his coming, when to our great 
ſurprize his Secretary came to tell us, That his | ord 
would be with us the next day very early, being ne- 
ceſſicated to meet at Eight the ſame Morning at a 
neighbouring Hill, where with forme Manderme: he 
was to offer a Sacrifice to a Dragon. In anſwer to 
this unexpeted Meſſage, we ordered our Interpreter 
to wait on him, and make him ſenſible chat the Chri- 


ſtian's God was a Feralow God, who would not allow | 


of his paying to any others the Honours due to Him- | 


Felf alone ; that his (Gods were Statues or Creatures 


that 


; 


| 
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that had no Power to themſelves nor him ; and 
that we humbly craved him to deſpiſe thoſe idle Fan- 
cies, fir only to amuſe a credulous fenſleſs Mob, bat 
far beneath a Man of his Sence and Merit, and to 
truſt in the Only God of Heaven, whom his Reaſon 
alone muſt convince him to be the True one. I re- 
ally believe he was almoſt perſwaded, but he had en- 
himſelf to the Meandarmes, and for ſore world- 
eſpe& durſt not break his Promiſe ; ſo he wor- 
ipped his Idols, whom , doubtleſs he had no Faith 
in, and withdrew from the Only True God,of whoſe 
Being he was inwardly convinced. 

Then, My Lord, moved with Indignation at their 
Blindneſs and the Devils Tyranny , fome of us 
thoughe of imitating what St. Francs Xovier had 
done on ſome like occaſion, by a Crob in 
the Ciry under theſe Conditions : Firſt 
would prevail with Heaven to grant the R 
food in ſuch want of : And ſecondly, that if we di 
they ſhould pull down their Idols, and own That 
God who ſhould have been fo favourable, as to 
grant them their Requeſt. r Minds were diffe- 
rent, as was our Zeal : Some full 
which the miraculous and continual 
vidence, thro the ſeveral Perils we had encounter'd, 
had infpired them with, could not queſtion the Sac- 
ce of fo Bold, but Holy an U : 
not ſo Zealous, but periwaded that Prudence 
to be our Guide, where the Inſpiration is not 


8, 
L 
= 
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dent, were of Opinion nothing ſhould be hazarded 
which failing might Expoſe our Religion. So we 
were content to mourn within our ſelves, and 

of Ged not that he would give them Rain, but that 
Celeſtial Fire which Our Soviewr hath brought into 
Az and defires all Nations may be inflamed 
with. 


While 
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Hands would not permit : but the General of the 
Tartar: received us with all Civilicy , and among ©- 
ther Demonſtrations of his Kindnels, made us a ve- 
ry conſiderable Preſent. . 
However, when we were going, the Vi who 
was affraid leaſt he ſhould be informed againſt, ſent 
fome Chairs to carry us to the Imperial Barge he had 
er for us; he order'd fome Trumpets and 
tboys to atrend us, us with cen Piſtols, 
and gave us an eſpecial from Court intituled a 
Cam bo, in purluance to which all Places we 
thro* were to find us Boats well man'd while we went 
by Water, or ſixty ewo or more Porters in caſe the 
Froſt obliged us to go by Land, and each City to 


give us about half a Piſtol, the fame being allowed 
to the Chief Mandarines, who are reputed to have 
their Charges born by the r, tho' this will 


not amount to the tenth part of their Expence. Be- 
ſides he order'd a Mendarine to accompany us, and 
ſee all due was paid us. We would 
have avoided CLIT to go thro' what 
we undeſigned eng in. 

The Barge we were on rd was a Second Rate, 
containing in Breadch ſixteen feet, and in Lengrth (e- 
venty, and proportionable in Heighth. Beſides the 
Cook-room, the Maſter and his Family's ( for they 
have no other Dwelling ) Apartment , that of hu 
Crew, and another for our Men, there was a pretty 

Parlour where we dined, and three Rooms in 
which fix Perſons lye at caſe, all which were 
Verniſhed, Gilt and Painted. Now for the manner 
of our Travelling. As foon as Anchor was weighed, 
the Trumpets and s ſounded a March, then 
they took their Leave with a kind of Cheſt wherein 
were three Iron Barrels. which made a greater Re 
port than ſo many Muskets, they were diſchar 
one after another , and berween cach the = N 
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ſounded, and fo continued playing for ſome time. 
Whenever we met a Mandarine's Barge,or lome Town 
in our way, the ſame thing was repeated ; as alſo 
when Night or a contrary Wind obliged us co come 
to an Anchor. This to a Mandarme not only 
been a great Honour, but a very entertaining Con- 
fort: As for us,we thought it a very inharmonious one, 
whole tediouſneG made us pay dear for our Honour. 
We had beſides a Watch every Night to guard us, 
the manner of which was this : t Eight at Night, 
ren ur twelve Inhabicants of the Town neareſt to the 
place we anchored in, appeared in one Row on the 
Shoar, then the Maſter came upon the Deck, and 
thence made them a fair Speech, concerning the Ob- 
ligations they lay under of preſerving all that be- 
longed co the Emperor, and watching for the Man- 
darines Safety, who themſelves did fo for that of the 
State. Then he deſcended into Particulars of all the 
Accidents they were liable to, Fire, Thieves, and 
Storms, exhorting them to be Vigilante, and celli 
the.a they were reſponſible for all the Miſchict whic 
might happen. They an{wered cach Paragraph with 
a Shout, and then retired as a form to Corps de Garde, 
only one Centry was left there, who continually 
ſtruck ewo Sticks one againſt another, and was hour- 
ly relieved by others, which made the fame Noile, 
that we might know they did not fall aſleep , which 
we would gladly have permitted them to do, on con- 
dition we might have done fo our ſelves. But this 
s the Cuſtom when any Mandarime travels by Water. 
How teazing foever all theſe Ceremonies might 
be, I muſt contefs that I never met with any way of 
Travelling le6 tireſome than this ; for after Thirteen 
days Voyage we arriv'd at Tamt-chton on Fanuary the 
30 as freſh as if we had not ſtirr'd out of our Houle, 
we found Father Alconiſe 2 Franciſcan, Pro- 
Vicar to the Biſhop of Baſilzs, and Father Galians « 
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never can enough ex our | 

Here the F cd n_ Canal, 
and we our Men, and Por- 
rers for the great Cold 
and Snow, unaccuſtomed to,made us 
chooſe orle-men ri- 
ding more Secure. 
We ſhi pretty big 
Town ; that we 
could ger a hundred, wich as much fpeed and 
caſe, as in France we might fire or fix. The Cold in- 
creaſed hourly, and became at laſt fo violent, that 
we found the River Hoambe , one of the greateſt in 
Chine, almoſt frozen over; a whole Day was ſpent 


the good Succeſs of fo and perillous a Voyage, 
rogerher with a proſpeR of the Benefit our R 
might reap by it, would have occaſioned in us a well- 
grounded Mirth, had not our Thoughts been cruelly 
diverted from it. Scarce were we in ſight of Pekin, 
bur we received the moſt affliting News of Father 
Verbieft's Death. It ſtruck us with an Aﬀtonifſhment 
which | 
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better challenge your Actention. 


to make our Grief more ſenſible. 
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LETTER UE 


To her Highneſs the Dutcheſi of 
NEMOURS. 


The Manner of our Reception by the Em- 
peror, and what we obſerved at Pckin. 


MADAM, 


O NE but a Lady of an unbounded Geniar 
and an unlimited Zeal, could , as you do, 


concern her (elf in what paſls at fo great 
a Diſtance. The Curioſities of Earope were too few 
for your vaſt Mind, which would be a Str to 
nothing that might Inform or Edifie it, and I may 
without Flattery lay, that the Eaſt has no Secrets you 
have not priced into, nor any Rarities you are unac- 
quainted with, 

I bave my ſelf learned from your Highnek ſeveral 
things unknown to moſt Travellers, and having 
been as far as the World reaches, muſt confels that your 
Knowledge has travelled farther yet than me. 

What then, Madam, can I tell you of Chins more 
than you already have diſcover'd, unleſs it be fome 
Particulars of my Voyage, which, being the lateſt 
any Exrepran has made thither , cannot want the 
Charms of Novelty ? It being my Duty to give a 
a Great States-man an Account of it, I make bold 
[2] 


*by the Emperor, &c. T 


to ſend your Highneſs the Letrer I wrote to him ſome 
davs ſince ; what I now add, ſhall at once be 
a Continuation of it, and a Token of the Reſpet I 
bear you, and the Readinefs I ſhall ever be in, to 0- 
bey your Highnelss Commands. 

On our Arrival at Pekin, we found the Conrt in 
Mourning for the Empreſs Dowager : The Courts 
of Juſtice were ſhut up, and the Emperor gave no 
Audience. Bur the 27 Days being ſpent, during 
which the Laws obliged him to remain Solitary , 
he fent one of his Officers ro our Houſe, to fre how 
we did, and put fome Queſtions to us. The Met. 
lage was very obliging, and beſides a thouſand 0+ 
ther Civilities, we were told the Emperor would 
be no leſs kind to us than he had been to the Fa- 
thers at his Court, fince we were all of the fame 
Society. 

The Gentleman told us his Imperial Majelty 
would gladly know what the French Court thought 
of his Progrets into Tartery, and the Defeat of Oufar- 


guoy , (who was a Chineſe Rebel that had given him 


no ſmall Trouble). He asked us in what Perfeftion 
Learning was in Earope, whether any new Inventi- 
on had lately made been, or any conſiderable Dil. 
covery. Then he ſpoke much of the Honours the 
Emperor deſigned to pay to the Memory of Father 
Verbiett, for whom his Majeſty had a particular af- 
teftion. That Name, Madim, cannot be un- 
known to you, and you are too much concern'd, 
in what relates to the Eaſtern Church , to be ig- 
norant of her Loſs in that INiuftrious Miſſonary's 
Death. 

We all replyed that we gratefully acknowledged 
the Emperor's Bounty, bur that among the Ceremo- 
nies with which the Chaneſe uſed to expres their Re- 
pet for their deceaſed Friends, there were fomes 
which ſeemed to dilagree with the Sandtiry of our 
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Religion. Hew ! anſwered he, Do you the 

mperer's Will ? To this a Father returned, My Lord, 
uv Loots ave the Enmeror's, be may take thaw aw 
when be pleaſes, but nothing in the World ® able to mel 
ws alter the leaft tittle of our Belief. My Orders, faid 
he, are wt to diſpute it with you, but to ark you for 
the Paton , which , accor to Cuſtom, you are tn 
preſent t6 bim upon th Occaſron. The Emperor, by an 
wopreſidemted Goodneſs, ladly peruſe and corre « 
bimſel/, of it ſhould need any amendment : but be command; 
you ts keep thu Favour ſecret. 

All that is preſented to the Emperor, ought to 
be indiced in | —_ {o nicely contormable to the 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Country, to his Qualicy 
who {peaks, and to the Buſinets he treats of, that 
the Penning of it is no little crouble, eſpecially for 
a Stranger. An improper Expreſſion, a Word, nay 
a Letter miſplaced, is fufftcient to undo a Mands 
rine , and ſeveral have loſt their Places for being 
Guiley of the like Faults, whether thro' Laadverten- 
cy or Ignorance. The Emperor , well «kill'd in al 
thelc Formalines, r_—_ our Capacity in that 
reſp:&t, and would truſt no body but himſelf ; 6 
that by an incredible Goodneks he took the pains to 
compoſe ir, that it might ſtand the moſt Crinacal Ex 
amination, 

Some days after the ſame Gentleman came with 
ſeveral new Queries. He inquired particularly into 
the Motives of the late Dutch War , and into the 
famous Paſlage of the Rhine. For is trath , faid 
he, what bus bren told the Emperor # not to be be 
livved. Perbays the River w nenber ſo broad , ſo dery, 
nx /o rapid af us reported ; and that as for the Dutch 
they bad ſome provate Reaſons not to oppoſe your King: 
Conqueſt; with more vigour. 


Then, 
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| by the Emperor, &c. 35 


iers nothing is impotſhible while they fight in 
his View, and are animated by his TA The 
Father, who was our , told him however 
as much as would perſwade him, that none but ſuch 
a Hero could frame and carry on the like Enter- 
priſes : He was aſtoniſhed at our Recital of them, 
and role immediately to go and report it to his 
Prince. 

As he was going out he turned to us, ſaying , 
Gentlemen, All I bawe beard # indeed n—_— 
what my Eyes bebold ſeems mo leſs ſurpriſing : Who 
could think that theſe Fathers who bave dwelt bere [0 
long, who are of « different Nation, and never ſaw you 
before, ſhould look on you a their Brethren ; that you 
ſhould treat them like yours, and that you ſhould be a 
kind to cach other, as if you bad been acquamied all your 
Lroes. 1 realy am extreamily taken with tha Charity, 
and can no longer doubt the trub of what you profeſs. 
So open a Confeflion might give us fome hopes 
that He was not far from the Kingdom of God: It is 
true he believed , but alas, of what uſe is that Be- 
lief, when we have not the Courage to AR accord- 
log, but to inhance our Guile ? 

it we had come thicher Incognits the Mandarines 
would have had nothing to ſay to us; but it be- 
ing in purſuance of an Order from the Lipen , 
g#hich, as I have already hinted, is ons of the moſt 
noted Courts of Juſtice in the Empire, the Viceroy 
of the Province we came from remicted us into 
their Hands, and we were, according © Cuſtom, 
to be delivered up by them to their Sovereign. So 
as foon as the Mourning ended, and they had leave 
to ſit, we were Summon'd _ them, wich Or- 

2 dery 


26 The Manner of our Reception 

ders to carry thither all our Mathematical Machines 
and Inftruments, of which they already had an In- 
vente 

The Emperor, who would not have us do any 
thing without his Advice, was acquainted with it, 
and lent us word it was not fitting we ſhould 
our Inſtruments, and that we might, it we thought 
fie , decline making a Perional Appearance. We 
went thither however , being ſeveral times invited 
in a moſt obliging manner, and not judging it con- 
venient by a blunt Refuſal ro offend fo conſiderable a 
Body, which beſides was our Judge, and already bue 
too great an Enemy t5 our Religion. 

Som: Mandaerines depured by their Preſident to 
thar effe&t, made us a very Civil Reception: They 
deſired us to fit down , and prelented us fome Tea 
belore they had drunk any themlſelves ; a Reſpedt 
they do not pay even to Ambaſſadours , as Father 
Pereira, a Portnpweſe, aſſured us, who had been pre- 
{-mt at an Audience they had lately given to thoſe of 
Portwe al 

1 his Viſit was indeed but for Form's fake , to the 
end they might inform the Emperor of our being 
lately arrived ro Town, according to his Majeſty's 
Commands. So that after ſome Complements on 
each fide, we were deſired to attend the next day at 
the Palace, when they would diſcharge us. 

We went thicther accordingly at the appointed 
time, and having ſtaid during fore hours in a 
large Courr, where the Mandarmes ulially wait who 


have any boſch there ; their Prefident , or Chick 
Juſtice, b:--ught us the Anſwer to 1 Addrets he had 
according 'o Cuſtom preſented on 1 Account, 
This Anſwer was written on a fn] varniſhed 


Ped, wrapped up in a picce of yelio» Taffery : 
The Contents were, That we might w/e (17 Inflrs- 
ments, and ſettle m what part of the Empire we pleaſed, 
according 
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by the Emperor, &c. 37 

dicording to the firff Orders from Court, when we were 

fent for 1hitber, And that in the mean while, the Lipou 

angbt delyuer ww wp 10 the otber Fathers, who were to m- 

troduce ws imto the Emperor's Preſence, when bu Majeſty 
« think fir. 

Yet that Prince's Intentions were not that we 
ſhould leave Petar ; but on the contrary, he would 
have kept us all chere, and lodg'd us in his Palace. 
He had exprefſed himlſelt fo clearly on that Poine , 
that we had need of all the Intereſt and Dexterity of 
Father Pereirs, to divert the Storm. Thar Father, 
who was then Superiour of all the Miflionary's, 
moved wich Compallion at fo many /:neard: being 
ruined for want of Hwbendnen , judges we might 
be more uſeful in the Country. He knew beſides 
what an averſion we hid to a Courtier's Life, which 
our continual Complaints againſt ic could not let 
him be ignorant of, Theſe and feveral other Rea- 
lons induced him to intreat the Emperor that he 
would not oppoſe it, and his Zeal inſpired him 
with fuch eftectual Methods, that the good Prince 
at laſt conſented : But, faid he, it ſhall be on condits- 
ow we divide the Spoil; Ile take rwo at your choice, and 
you ſhall difpoſs of the other three ; What can you ſay a- 
gant thu, I quit you the better balf? 

We had not yet had the Honour to attend his Im- 
perial Majefty, for the Formalities 1 lalt mentianed 
were to precede our Audience: Buc the Lipow had 
ſcarce delivered up their Charge, when wo Eu- 
nuchs came to the Colledge , to warn the Superi-- 
our that he ſhould attend with his Brethren in a 
Court of the Palace which was appointed. We were 
inſtructed in the Ceremonies ulul on luch Occaſions, 
which was done with lictle "Trouble, being already 
halt lickt into a Chineſe form. 
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Firſt then, We were carried in Chairs to the firſt 
Gate, whence we went on foot thro* eight Courts 
of- a prodigious length, buile round with Lodgings 
different in ArchiteQure, bur all very ordinary, ex- 
cept thoſe large ſquare Buildings over the 
thro' which we paſſed from one Court to another. 
Thoſe indeed were ſtately, being of an extraordina- 
ry thicknes , and proporti in breadth and 
heighth, and buile with fair white Marble, but which 
was worn rough thro? age. Thro' one of theſe Courts 
ran a ſmall Rivulet, over which were laid ſeveral 
lictle Bridges of the ſame Marble, but of a whiter 
Colour = better Workmanſhip. 

It were hard, Madam, = Cn — 
and give you a pleaſi ipti that Palace, 
becenh ies RR tow not conſiſt ſo much in being 
compoſed of ſeveral curious Pieces of ArchiteQture, 
as in a prodigious quantity of Buildings, and an in- 
finice number of adjoyning Courts and Gardens which 
are all regularly diſpoſed, and in the whole make 
a Palace really Great and Worthy of the Monarch 
who inhabirs ir. 

The only thing which ſurpriſed me , and ſeemed 
ſingular in its kind, is the Emperor's Throne. The 

Deſcription cf it, which my Memory will af- 
ford me, is this: In the midſt of one of thoſe great 
Courts ſtands a ſquare Bafis or folid Building of an 
extraordinay bigneſs, whoſe top is adorned with a 
Baluſtrade, much after our faſhion ; this fu a- 
nother like unto it, but framed Taper-wiſe , over 
which are placed three more, ſtill looſing in bulk as 
they gain in heighth. Upon the uppermoſt is built 
a large Hall, whoſe Root being covered with gilt 
Tiles, is borne by the four Walls, and as many 
rows of varniſhed Pillars, between which is ſeated the 
Throne. 
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by the Emperor, &c. 39 

Theſe vaſt Baſes, with their Baluſtrades made of 
white Marble, and thus diſpoſed Amphicheater-wiſe, 
which when the Sun ſhines ſeem covered with a Pa- 
lace gliſtering with Gold and Varniſh, make, indeed, 
a glorious ſhow, conſidering too, that they are thus 
placed in the midſt of a ſpacious Court, and fur- 
rounded by four ſtately rows of Building : So that 
were its Beauty inhanced by the Ornaments of our 
Modern Archite&ture, and by that Noble Simolicity 
which is ſo much valued in our Buildings , ic would 
doubtleſs be as magnificent a Throne as ever was rail- 
ed by Arr, 

Aker a quarter of an hours walk, we at length 
came to the Emperor's Apartment. The Entrance 
was not very ſplendid, but the Anti-Chamber was 
adorned with Sculptures, Gildings and Marble , 
whoſe Neatneſs and Workmanſhip were more Ya- 
luable than the Richneſs of the Stuff As for the 
Preſence Chamber, the ſecond Mourning not being 
over, it was ſtill difrobed of all ics Ornaments, and 
could boaſt of none but the Sovereign's Perſon, who 
ſate after the Tartar's Cuſtom on a Table or Sopbe 
raiſed three Feet from the Ground, and covered with 
a plain white Carpet , which caok up the whole 
breadth of the Room. There lay by him ſome 
Books, Ink and Pencils ; he was cloathed with a 
black Satin Veſt furred with Sable ; and a row of 
young Eunuchs plainly habited, and unarmed, ſtood 
on each Hand clole legged, and with their Arms ex- 
rended downwards along their ſides ; which is looked 
upon there as the moſt reſpetul Poſture. 

In that State, the moſt modeſt that even a Private 
Man could have appeared in, did he chule to be 
ſeen by us, deſiring we ſhould obſerve his Ducifulneſs 
to the Empreſs his departed Mother, and the Griet 
he conceived at her Death, rather than the State and 
Grandeur he is uſually attended with. 
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Being come to the Door, we haſtned with no little 

(tor ſuch is the Cuſtom) till we came to an 
end of the Chamber oppoſite to the Emperor. Then 
all abreaſt we ſtood a moment in the ſame Poſture the 
Eunuchs were in. 

Next we fell on our Knees, and having joyned our 
Hands, and liked chem up to our Heads, fo that 
- our Arms and Elbows were at the ſame heighth, we 
bowed thrice to the Ground, and then ſtood again 
as belore: The ſame Proftration was repeated a 
ſecond time, and again a third, when we were or- 
dered to come torward, and kneel bclore his Ma- 


The Good-natur'd Prince, whoſe Mildnefs I can- 
not enough admire, having enquired of us of the 
Grandeur and preſent State of France, the Length 
and Dangers ot our Voyage, and the Manner of 
our Treatment by the Mandarines; Wl, laid he, fee 
if I can add any new Favour to thoſe I bave already con- 
ferred wpon you. Ir there any thing you wonld defire of 
me? you may freely ak it. We returned him humble 
Thanks, and begyed he o_—_—_—_ us, as a Token 
of our ſincere Gratitude, to life up each day of our 
Lives our Hands to Heaven, to procure to his Royal 
Perſon, and to his Empire, the Bleſſing of the Tree 
God, who alone can make Princes really happy. 

He ſcemed well fatisfied with our Aniwer, and 
permitted us to withdraw, which is performed with- 
our any Ceremony. The great Reſpect and Dread 
which the Prefence of the moſt Potent Monarch in 
Aſia inſpired us with, did not yet awe us fo far, bur 
that we took a full view of his Perſon. Indeed, 
leaſt our too great Freedom herein ſhould prove a 
Crime, (lor in what concerns the Emperor of Chi- 
ns, the leaſt Miſtake is ſuch, )we had firſt obtained his 
Leave. 


He 


by the Emperor; 8c. 4t 

He was ſomething above the middle Stature, more 
Corpulent than an Ewopean Beau , yet ſomewhat 
more Slender than a Chineſe would wiſh to be ; full 
Viſaged, Disfigured with the Small Pox, had a broad 
Forehead, little Eyecs,and a ſmall Noſe after the Chi- 
eſe faſhion 3 his Mouth was well made, and the 
lower part of his Face very agreeable. In fine, tho' 
he bears no great Majeſty in his Looks, they 
ſhew abundance of Good Narure, and his Ways and 
Action have fomerhing of the Prince in them, and 
ſhew him to be ſuch. 

From his Apartment we went into another, where 
a Mandarine treated us with Tes , and preſented us 
as from the Emperor, with about a hundred Piſtols. 
The Gift ſeemed but Mean , conſidering whom it 
came from, but was very Conſiderable in reſþe&t to 
the Cuſtom of Chins, where it is the Maxim of all 
Great Perſons to take as mach, and give as little as 
they can. On the other hand he loaded us with Ho- 
nours, and ordered one of his Officers to wait on us 
to our Houſe. 

I confeſs, Madam, that a Man muſt be wholly in- 
ſ:nſible to all the Concerns of this World, nor to be 
moved with a fecret Complacency, at the having 
ſuch Reſpe& paid him by one of the mightieſt Prin- 
ces in the World, Burt one muſt not jadge of as on 
that account, by what is uſual with the Men of this 
World in the like Occaſions. 

The trueſt Cauſe of the Pleaſure we receive from 
the Favour of Princes, is Self-Intereft. Ir is well 
known that their Careſſes are ever beneficial, and a 
Courtier wotld never be fo over-joyful at '2 kind 
Look or Expreflion from his King, if he did not 
expe& ſome more ſolid Bounties would follow : Bur 
as for us, whom our Vows and Miffions forbid to have 
ſuch hopes, we look unconcernedly on all this World, 
ad eſpecially that Part of it, can do to clevarte us. 


be has long ſince had for the Mifliona- 
Commendation of their 
always found lem Sincere, Honeſt, 
AﬀeRionate to him, ever ready to 
where their Faith did not forbid them, 
Degree, he never could give over admi- 
ever deſirous to proclaim the True God. 
is above all ſo well perſwaded that this is the 
End of all their Enterpriſes, that he takes a (c- 
ight in contributing to the Propagation of 
aith, thinking he can no other way better Re- 
theſe Fathers earneſtnels in his Service. 
And fo Father VerbieFt , on his Death-Bed wrote 
a Letter to him, in part of which he thus expreſſed 
himſelf ; Dread Sir, 1 dis contented jon that I have ſpent 
almoft all my Life in your 
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gain im the greatef Monarch of the Ealt, @ Proteftor to 
Holy Religion of the World, 


Perhaps, 


we received it from our Forefathers ; 
ſorry to hear, how That very Ido- 


bardly know them. But it is not before your High- 
nels they need an Advocate. 

Among the ſeveral things which happened then 
at Pekin,nothing was more Doletul, and at ONCe more 
Honourable to us, than the Funeral of Father Fer- 
beift, which his Imperial Majeſty had ordered to be 
put off till the laſt Devoirs had been paid the En 

els Dowager. Father Thomas a Jeluir, has deſcri- 
bed this Ceremony at large. I dare hope an Extrat 
of what he has wrote will not be unwelcome to you 
both becauſe ic will give you ſome inſight into their 
Cuſtoms on the like Occaſions, and you will 
thereby grow better acquainted with a Man whom 
his Merit has made known to all the World. Be plea(- 
ed then to accept of it as follows. 


It ſeemed good to Divine Wiſdom , to take to 
himſelf from this Mortal Life, Father Ferdmends Ver+ 
bieft, a Fleming, and to beſtow on him che Recom- 
pence of Saints. Our Miffionaries Aﬀidtion may 
not eaſily be expreſſed, but much harder would ir be 
to 
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fo reckon by how many Exemplary Vertues, and 
Conſiderable Services he has merited cheir Eſteem 
and Gratirade. 

Beſides ſeveral other Qualicies, the Greatneſs 
of his Soul is particularly to be admired , which has 
never failed hirh in the — Cruel Perlecutions, {o 
that he was ever Triumphant over the Enemies of 
- Faith. The Survey of the Mathematicks was at 
ficſt proffered him, which Dignity he ed of, 
in hopes ic would enable "iy 
Miffions, which were then wholly laid afide. 

He did, indeed, obtain a Toleration for Evange- 
tical Paſtours , who after a Baniſhment had 
their Churches reſtored them. He ſtifled fome Per- 
in their Birth, and Dk he prevented , 
which chreatned che render Flocks. "The Mandarine: 
ho fooner knew him, but they had a Ref for 
him, and the Emperor entertained fo an QO. 
pinion of his Capacity , that he kept him above a 
quarter of a Year near his Perſon, and during that 
time, ſpent three or four hours every day with him 
in private, diſcourſing of ſeveral Sciences, eſpecially 
Mathematicks. 

In theſe Converſations , our Zealous Miſſionary 
endeavoured to bring him into a Liking of our Re- 
ligion: He would explain to him its moſt flupen- 
dGous Myſteries, and & him obſerve its Holineſs, 
AF ofren 
ror, with his powerful Arguments, own” 
ed that be believed a God: Ne en him of it by a 
Writing under his Majeſty's own Hand, wherein he 
Rid among other things, That at the Religions of bu 
n= to bim Vain and Superſtitiom, that the 

were nothing, and that be foreſaw Chriſtianity 
would one day be om their Ruins. A Chimſe Door 


in one of | ——_— place 
the Emperor's Religion among the ſeveral Hereſites 
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Chins was infected wich ; the Emperor upon the Fa- 
thers Complaint , ſtruck out thoſe Lines himſelf , 
relling him all the Empire ſhould kgow what be had 
done. 

Father Verbief's Intereſt was fuch, that at his In- 
ſtigation the old Inſtruments which ſtood on the 
Platform of the Obſervatory were pulled down, to 
make room for new ones of his Contriving He 
_ Directions for the caſting of Bral-Guns, which 
aved the States from Ruin. He applyed himſelf to 
ſeveral other Works, to ſerve the Publick, or fatisfic 
the Emperor's Curiokry ; and one may fay, that on 
this laſt account, he has learched into the moſt rare 
and and ingenious Inventions, that Arts and Scien- 
ces have ever offered us. 

The whole Court looked upon him as the Wiſeſt 
man of his Age, but, above all, was charmed wich 
his Modeſty. It is crue , no Man ever was more 
Mild and Tratable than he ; humbling himſelf be- 
fore every one, while every one ſtrove ro Exalt him : 
Inſenſible to all the Things of this World, excepe 
where Religion was concerned ; for then he was no 
more the fame Man , and as tho' he had been anima- 
ted by a new Spirit, his Looks, his Words, his Ati- 
ons, all were Great, and becoming a Chriftian He- 
ro, The very Emperor dreaded him at ſuch times, 
and was not eaſily perſwaded go admit him into his 
Preſence ; He will fly out, would he ſay, into ſore wn- 
decency, which I enuft be forced, the' wrwilkngly, to re- 


Jens. 

This holy Boldneſs proceeded from a lively Faith, 
and a great Confidence in God. He deſpaired of 
nothing, though humanly impoflible ; and would 
oken lay, #* muſt never forget rwo of the Chief Max- 
mn of Chrition Morality: Firſt, That lat our Projetts 
be never ſo well laid, they will certamly fall, if God leaves 


ur to our own Wiſdom. Secondly, That it wee im ay 
f 
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bs tel, he frawerer he no Means untried that 
Reaſon and Chriſtian Prudence offered him. 

Thus did his Zeal each day increaſe in Strength 
and Purity : The Eſtabliſhment of our Faith whol- 
ly em his Thoughts, and whatever 
on elſc he was put upon, ed a Torment to bim. 
He avoided all idle Viſits. and Converlations, and 
could not endure to fee People ſtudy oaly for Cu- 
riofities lake: He never ſo much as read the News 
that came from Europe, which at ſuch a Diſtance we 
are uſually fo greedy of ; only he would hear the 
Chief Heads, provided you would ſpeak chem in a 
few words. He would ſpend whole Days and Ni 
in writing Letters of Conlolation, Inſtruction or 
com ation for the Miſtionaries ; in compoſing di- 
vers Works for the Emperor or Chiet Lords at his 
Court; and in Compiling the Ealendar, Calculating 
with an indefatigable Induſtry, the Motion of the 
Stars for every Year. 

This and tbe Care of all the Churches , fo impaired 
his Serength, that in ſpight of the Strength of his 
Conſticution, he fell at laſt into a kind of Conſlump- 
tion, which yet did got hinder his framing great 
Deſigns for the Advancement of his Religioa. He 
had taken ſuch exa&t Mealures for the fetthng of ic in 
the moſt remote Parts of Chime , in the Eaftern Tar- 
tary, and even in the Kingdom 'of Kowia ; that no- 
thing hut his Death could have prevented the Execu- 
tion of fo well contrived a Project. 

Let us view him now in Private, At his firſt Admit- 
tance into our Order he was a true Monk, ſtri& in 
the Pertormance of its Rules, very obſervant to his 
para, and loving Study and Retirement _ 
a 


be as Sedate as a Hermit in his Cell. 

His Conſcience was Nice to Extremity, fo thatno 
Man could take more Care than he did © be always 
- = we my _ yo 9 

F even in Sai o preſerve 
his Innocence, he never went out without a ſevere 
Calice or an Iron Chain, and uſed to lay, It was a 
ſhame for a Jeſuit to be clothed in Silks, and in the 
--— tawename and not to wear the Livefy of 

ner. 

His Soul was naturally great , and when others 
Neceflities wanted a Supply, his Charity was bound- 
leſs. But he was hard-hearted to himſelf, courting 
Poverty even in Plenty to that degree, that the Em- 
peror, who took great Notice of him, often ſent him 
Seuff with expreſs Orders to wear it, and be more 
Sumptuous in his Apparel. His Bed, Table, and 
Furniture were indeed too mean for 3 Amdearme 
but he ever preferred his Scation in the Church 
fore that in the State. He has often proteſted, 
would never have of that Office, had he 
hoped by ſeeming to Gentiles the Head of 
Chriſtians, to have thereby born all cheir Envy, and 
been the moſt expoled to their Malice, and firſt 
Sacrificed in caſe of Perſecution. 

This Hope made him be fatisfied with his Condi- 
tion, and his Writings exprefied fo ardent deſire of 
Dying for Feſms Chrirt, that nothing but Martyrdom 
was wanting tO his being a Martyr ; yet he might in 
ſome meafure be reckon'd ſuch, fince he it of 
God with that Groaning in Spirit, which is a conti- 
nual Suffering to thoſe that cannot obtain it, Reckew 
we, O Lord, did he oftencry our, thoſe who beave 
defered, het never conld fied their Blood for rhe I beve, 
indeed, neither their Innocency, their Vertue, nor their Cou- 


rage, 
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bus theu may} apply their Merits to me, and (which 
SS barand an eundh td br) thes canft 
cloath me with thine own. Under that Vit of thine Infs- 
mite Mercy, 1 dare offer my Life as @ Sacrifice to thee. I 
bove been ſo baypy as to Confeſs thy Holy Name the 
People, at Court, before the Tribunals under the weig 
hhons, and in the darkneſs of Priſons, but what will tha 
Confeſſion avail me, wale/: with my Blood ? 

Being penetrated with theſe Lofty Thoughts, and 
already ___ for Heaven, by the Practiſe of ev 
Chriſtian Vertue,he was feiz'd with a Sickneſs of whi 
he died. It began with a Faintnek and an Univer- 
fal Decay of Nature, which grew into a 
on. The Emperor's Phyſicians kept him up fome 
0 memes rig oor in 
which the Chineſe have a Succels ; but his 
Fever increaſing, Art aticngth was forced to yield 
to Nature. He received the Sacraments with a Zeal 
that charmed all that were preſent; and when he 

iclded up the Ghoſt, they were equally ſtruck with 
| —_—_— x er, 

The Emperor, who the day before had loſt the Em- 

is his Mother, felt a double Grief when he heard the 

. He ordered the Burial to be put off till the 
Court ſhould be out of Deep Mourning ; and then 
he ſent two Lords of the higheſt Qualicy to pay him 
on his behalf the ſame Devoirs which private Men 
uſually pay to their Dead. They kneeled before the 
Coffin, which was expoled in a Hall, bowed f:veral 
times, zemaining a long while with their Faces to the 
Ground, and wept and groaned heavily, for that 
the Cuſtom. Then after thoſe, and ſeveral other Ex- 
of their Sorrow, they read aloud his En- 
comiura which the Emperor himſelf had com , 
-—* prneamamates. ode adedanss co: t runs 


the 
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We ſcrwnfly confider within car (el ver, that Father Fer- 
dinando Verbieſt, bar of bu own goed will, loft Eu- 
rope ts come inte our Dominions, and bat ſpent the greatef# 
part of bu Life in ow Service ; We muſt ſay thu for 
him, That all the time that be took Care of the 
Mathematics, bu Prediftions never failed, but always 
agreed with the Adotions of the Heavens. Beſides , far 
from neg letting our Orders, be bas rover approved bumſelf to 
be Enatt , , Faithtul, and Confant in bu La 
hour, 11l be _—_ bu Work, and coor the fame. 
As ſoon os Wi beard of bu Sickneſs, i ſens him Our 
Phyſician, and when We knew that @ drad Ship bad ta- 
hen bim away from U;, Our Heart was wounded with 
s lovely Grief. We gre Two bundred golden Crown , 
and ſane Pieces of Silk, av @ Contribution to the Charges 
of bu Funcral: And it & Our Pleaſure that thu De» 
claration bear Witneſs of the Sincere Aﬀettion We bore 
tim. 


The prime Mandarines and feveral Lords at Court 
followed their Sovercign's Example. Some wrote 
Speeches in his Praiſe on large Pieces of Sutin,which 
were hang up in the Hall where the Body hy in 
Stare ; others lent in Pretents, and all mourned for 
his Lok. Act length the Day of his Oblſequies being 
agreed upon, which was the xr:th of Afarch 1588. 
every Body was willing to contribute lomething to- 
wards the Ceremony. 

The Emperor in the Morning fcnt his Father-in- 
law, who is alſo his Urn::, with one of the Chief 
Lords of his Carte, atrcnded by a Genrleman of 
the Bed-chamber, and fire Othcers of his Hovutſe- 
hold , to repreſent his Perloa ; who all began by 
lalling down before the Cple, and wept a prer- 
ty while ; ducing which, all chings were dilpoicd tor 
the Procethion. 


E The 
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The Colledge is Situated near the South Gate , 
whence you go to the North Gate by a Street builk 
in a firait Line, about a hundred Foot broad, and a 
League long, which near the middle is crofled by 
another exactly like it, one end of which leads to 
the Weſtern Gate, being within fix hundred Paces of 
our burying place, which the Emperor YVauls had for- 
merly beſtowed on Father Recin, but had been caken 
away during the late Perſecution, and not reftored ill 
now by a ſpecial Favour from the preſent Emperor. 
Thro' —_— Streets the Funeral paſled, in the 
Order I ach going to deſcribe. 

Firſt was ſeen a Pageant of about thirty Feet in 
heighth, varniſhed over with Red, on which was 
written in large Golden Characters, che Name, and 
Titles of Father Verbieft. This was, as one may lay, 
the Signal of the enſuing Pomp, which began by 
a great Crofs ſtuck with Flags, and carried be- 
tween wo Rows of Chriſtians all clothed in White, 
holding in one hand a lighted Taper, and in the 
other a Handkerchief to wipe off their Tears. The 
Gentiles are uſed on ſuch Solemnities to ſhed feign- 
ed ones, but Theſe had ſuffered a loſs, which forced 
moſt true ones from them. Next, ſome diſtance 
off, followed in the fame Order the Picture of the 
Virgin Mary , in a Frame, round which were pieces 
of Silk, neatly plated in feveral manners inſtead of 
Carving ; and then St. Michael's Repreſentation was 
born with the like Ceremonies. And I may fay, 
that the Chriſtians who walked on cicher , de- 
yourtly praying, inſpired even the Heathen with a 
Veneration for thoſe precious Tokens of our 
Faith. 

Immediately after came the Father's Encomium, 
ot the Emperor's own Compoling , written on a 
large piece of yellow Satin 5 a Crowd of Chriſtians 
ſurrounded it, and two Rows of thole _— 
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been invited , followed it in a ReſpeRſul manner, 
Act length appeared the Corpſe, in a Coffin made 
of an ordinary Wood, but varniſhed and gilt after * 
the Country faſhion, carried by fixty Bearers, and 
acrended by the Miſſionaries , the Depuries from 
Court , and a Throng of Lords and Mandarines, 
who cloſed up the Proceſtion. It took up above a 
thouſund Paces which were hem'd in on each fide, 
by an infinite number of SpeRators, who aſtoniſhed 
beheld our Chrittian Rices criumphing, erp in their 
_y City, over Pagan Superſtition. * 
hen we were come to the Burying place, the 

Miffionaries in their Surplices read the Prayers of 
the Church , belore the Mandarins, The Body was 
beſprinklcd wich Holy Water, and perfumed wich In- 
cenſe in the uſual manner ;; then it was let down 
into a very deep ſquare Vaule, encloſed wich four 
good Brick Walls. It was like a Chamber under- 
ground, and in the Scripture Phraſe becameto him 
an Everlafing Habitation., Having pray'd near ic 
ſome time, we remained on our Knees to hear what 
the Emperor's Father-in-law had to lay to us ; which 
was this: Father Verbicit bas brew conſiderably ſervice- 
able to the Emperor and the State 5 of which bu [mperial 
Mnf being ſenſible, bar ſent wie with theſe Lords to 

s Pubiick Achnowledgment of it on bu bebalf, that 
at the World may know the ſingular fo. bu Majeſty 
did rut bear bim while be loved, the great Grief be 
bar receroed by bu Death. 

We were {o moved with che Diſmal Ceremony, 
the Chriſtians continual Lamentations, our own great 
Lob, and the Emperor's ſurpriſing Bounry , that we 
were not able to Reply. Every one melted into 
Tears ; but that Prince, who expedted another An- 
ſwer from us, was obliged to prefs us for it, when, at 
length, Father Perervs thus fpoke on our behalt : My, 
Lord our Angui]h was net ſo much the cauſe of cur Silence, 

E 2 - 
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as the Emperor's unparallet'd Goodneſ: ; for what can we 
ſay or think, when we conſider that ſo great « Monarch 
wes we who are Strangers, Unknown , Uſeleſs , and 
haps Troubleſorme to bim, a1 if we bad the Honour to bein 
be Service? Were we bu Children be could not love wn 
more ; be takes care of our Health, of our Reputation, of 
eur Life : He bonours our very Death, not only with bu 
Elagier, bu Liberality , the Preſence of the Noble 
Lords of bu Court, but ( which never can enough be pris 
wed) by bu Grief. What Return, My Lord, can we then 
wake, not to all bu Favours, but to that alone which 

Hig bneſs bas been pleaſed to delroer ? v ws -= 
bold to our Grace would acquam! effy, 1 
wc Lb Low our Tears may mderd hs 07 
Sorrow, bat that we remain Silewt , becauſe no Word: can 
expreſs our Gratitude. 

The Emperor was informed of what had paſſed, 

and fome days alter the * Chiet 

* As with w the Court of Rites, preſented a Perici- 
Colledge of Heralds. on, That his Majeſty would fuffer 

them to Decree fome new Honours 
to be paid that NMuftrious Fathers Memory. The 
Emperor not only granted it , but willed them to 
conlider that Stranger of fo extraordinary a Merit, 
was not to be look'd upon as an ordinary Man.In the 
very firlt Meeting they ordered ſeven hundred 
Crowns ſhould be laid out on a Tomb for him, and 
the Encomium which the Emperor had wrote, ſhould 
be ingraved on a Marble Stone, and that forme AMan- 
darmes ſhould be once more deputed to pay him their 
laſt Devoirs in behalf of the Empire. Then they pro- 
moced him, that is, gave him a higher Title than any 
he had enjoyed during his I ife. 

While the Emperor honoured the Saint on Earth, 
he,no doubr,pray'd for him in Heaven : For it is ver 
oblervable, that that Prince never was more ;nquiſh 
tive about Religion then at that time. He ſent one 
ot 
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of his Gentlemen every Minute to the Fathers, to in- 
aire about the ition of Souls in the other 
orld, about Heaven, Hell, Purgatory, the Exi- 
ſtence of a God, his Providence, and the Means ne- 
cellary to Salvation : So that God ſeemed to move his 
Heart after an extraordinary Manner, and to atfe& 
it with thoſe Holy Doubes which uſually precede our 
Converſion. Burt that happy Moment was not yet 
come. However, who knows but Father Ferbicefts 
Prayers, and the Care of ſeveral zealous Miſhonaries 
who have ſucceeded him, may haſten the Execution 
of thole Deſigns which Providence ſeems to have on 
that great Prince ? I am moſt reſpeRtully, 


Madam, 


Howr Hig bneſe1 moſt bambe 


and tbedient Serwant 
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To bu Highneſs the Cardinal of 


FuURSTEMBER G. 


O fſibe Cities, Houſes, and Chief Build- 
ings of China. 


My Lord, 

MON G the ſeveral Empires into which 

the World has hitherto been divided, that 

of Chis has ever obtained fo conſiderable a 

Place, that a Prince cannot be wholly ignorant of 

what concerns it without negleting one of thoſe 
Sciences which ſeem a part of his Prerogative. 

This, Ay Lord, was, no doube, the Motive that 
induced your Hig'nels to inquire fo particularly into 
the State of that Country, and to defire an Exact 
Account of "the Number and Bignel(s of its Cities , 
the Multitude of its Inhabicants,, the Beaury of its 
Publick Buildings, and Manner ot its Palaces, 

By this it plainly appears that the vaſt Genzav you 
have for Buſineſs, does in no wile lefſen the Acute- 
nets of your Jadgment in the Sublimeſt Arts, and e- 
ſpecially-in ArchiceRture, of which, the moſt Excel- 
lent Works raiſed by your Direftions at Modoave, So 
werne, Berni, St. Germans, and above all in the famous 
Cathedral of Srrarbewry, are ſeveral Inſtances. . 
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It having been my Buſineſs to run over all Chins, 
where in Five years tire I have travelled above Two 
thouſand Leagues, I may perhaps ſatisfie your High- 
nels with more calc than any one beſides , and thall 
give a Deſcription of what has ſeemed to me moſt 
worth my Obſervation. 

Pekin, that is, the North-Court, is the chief City 
of Chins, and the uſual Seat of irs Emperors, It is 
fo named to diſtinguiſh it from Nankin, the South- 
Court, another very conſiderable Ciry,fo called from 
the Emperor's Reſiding there in former Ages, it be- 
ing the Fineſt, the moſt Commodious and belt Sicua- 
ted of the whole Empire ; but the continusl Incur- 
fions of the Tarters, a Warlike and very Trouble- 
ſome Neighbour, obliged him to fertle in the moſt 
Northerly Provinces, that he might be always ready 
to oppoſe them, with che numerous Army te uſually 
keeps near his Court. 

Pekin was the place fixed upon, being Siruate in 
the 4oth Degree of Northern Laticude, in a very Fer- 
tile Plain , and not far from the Long Wall. Is 
Neighbourhood to the Sea on the Ealt, and the great 
Canal on the South, afford it a Communication with 
ſeveral fine Provinces, from which it draws part of 
of irs Subliſtence 

This City, which is of an exat Square Form, 
was formerly four long Leagues round, but Tarters 
lertling there, forced the Chineſe to live without the 
Walls, where they in a very ſhort while buile a new 
Town, which being more Long than Large, does 
with the old one compole an irregular Figure. Thus 
Pekin is made up of two Cities ; one is called the Tar- 
tar's, becauſe they permit none elle to inhabit it ; and 
the other the Chme/e, as large, but much more full 
than the firſt. Both together are Six great Leagues in 
Circuit, allowing 3600 Paces to each League. This 
| can aver to be true, it having been meaſured by tte 
Emperor's ſpecial Command. E 4 This, 
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This, My Lord, will feem ftrange to thoſe who 
are acquainted with Exrepe only, and think Pars the 
Largeſt,as it is doubtleſs the Finef} City in the World ; 
yer the Difference berween them is great. Pars aC- 
cording to the Draught Mr. Blondes has made , by 
Order trum our Magiltrates, on the account of a De- 
ſign they have to {urround it with new Walls, contains 

in its greateſt Length but 2500 

* In the Draught Paces, and * conſequently, tho' we 
the Leapti: does not ſhould ſuppoſe ir Square, would be 
bearareciprocalPro- | 1000 Paces round ; ſo we 
portion to its Cir- we” ! OM 
cuit. ſhould find it half as big as the 

Tartars Town alone, and but a 
quarter as large as all Pekin. 

Fut then it one refleas that their Houſes are gene- 
rally but one Story high, and ours, one with another, 
are four, it will appear that Pekin has not more Lodg- 
ings than Pars, but rather lefs, becauſe its Streets are 
much wider, that the Emperor's Palace , which is of 
a vaſt Extent, is not halt inhabired , that there are 
Magazines of Rice for the ſuſtenance of above 200000 
M:n, and large Courts fill:d wich lictle Houſes in 
which thole who ſtand for their DoRor's Degree are 
examined ; which alone would make a very big 
City. 

It muſt not however be inferred that there are at 
Pars and Pekin the like number of Inhabirants ; tor 
the Chineſe are very clole together in their Dwellings, 
fo that Twenty or more ot them wil! lye in as little 
room as Ten wich us; and it muſt needs be fo, fince 
the multitude of People in the Streets is {o great, that 
one is frightened at it; it being fuch that Perſons of 
Qualicy have always a Horſe-man going before them, 
ro make way. Even the wideſt Streets are not free 
from Confuſion ; and at the ſight of fo many Hor- 
les, Mules, Camels, Wagons, Chairs , and Rings of 
100 or 200 Perſons who gather here and there round 
the 
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the Fortune-Tellers, one would judge that ſome un- 
uſual Shew had drawn the whole Country to Pekin. 

Indeed, to outward appearance our moſt populous 
Cities are Wilderneſſes in reſpe&t of this, elpecially 
conſidering there are more Women then Men, and 
that among fo vaſt a Multitude you ſhall very ſeldom 
meet with any. This I ſuppoſe has made ſome Peo. 
— both Cities mighe contain Six or Seven Mil- 

of Souls, which was a great miſtake. By the fol- 
lowing Reflex'ons it will, perhaps , appear that one 
muſt not always gueſs at the Number of Inhabitants 
in a Place by the Crowds that are feen in ir. 

Firft, From all the Neighbouring Towns a Multi- 
tude of Peaſants daily flock to Pekin , with feveral 
uſeful and neceſſary Commodities ; now no River 
coming up to ihe Coy, theſe muſt bs broughe by 
Land, which increaſes the number of Carters, Wa- 

, Camels, and other Beaſts of Burthen. So that 
orning and Night, at the opening or ſhutting of the 
Gates, there are ſuch Throngs of People going in or 
out, that one muſt wait a long while before they 
can goby : Now all theſe, who ſpread about the 
Streets, muſt not be reckoned among the Citizens. 

Secondly, Moſt Artificers in Chins work in theic 
Cuſtomers Houſes ; as for Example, It I want a Suir, 
my Taylour comes in the Morning to my Lodging, 
where he works all Day,and at Night returns home ; 
and fo of the reſt. Theſe are continually about, look- 
ing out for Buſineſs, to the very Smiths, which carry 
with them their Anvil, their Furnace, and other Im- 
plements for their ordinary ule. This helps tv increaſe 
the Multicude. 

Thirdly, All Perſons that are pretty well to paſs, 
never go abroad but on Horſe back or in Chairs, with 
a numerous Train. It at Pars all Officers,Gentlemen, 
Lawyers, Phyſicians, and wealthy Citizens were al- 
ways thus attended, the Streets would not be (o fi 
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In the fourth place, When a Mandarine goes an 
where,all his Inferiour Officers follow him in all their 
Formalities, fo that they form a kind of Proceſſion. 
The Lo. ds at Court, and Princes of the Blood, never 
are without a great Guard of Horſe, and being ne- 
cefſicated to go almoſt every Day to Court, their ve- 
ry Equipage is ſufficiently cumberſome to the City. 

le is evident that theſe Cuſtoms which are peculiar 
to Chines,do very much increaſe the Throng,and ic muſt 
not be wondred at, that the City ſhould ſeem much 
more Populous then it really is : And what muſt con- 
vince us, is, That as I have ſhewn there may more 
People lodge in Pary then in Pekin. Then taking it 
for.granted that 20 or 25 Perſons there, take up no 
more toom then 10 here, as I have already ſaid, we 
muſt conclude on the whole, that Pekin contains near 
twice as many as Pars does, and I think I ſhall not be 
very wide of the Truth, if I allow it Two Millions 
of Inhabitants. | 

I have been ſomething prolix upon this Point, be- 
cauſe I find it bur Nightly enquired into by moſt Hi- 
ſtorians. Nothing is more deceitful then Number at 
firſt ſight. We think upon a view of che Sky that 
the Stars are numberlefs, and when told , are ſurpri- 
ſed to find they are fo few. To fee an Army of a hun- 
dred thouſand Men in the Field , you would imagine 
all the World were there; and even thoſe who are u- 
ſed to ſuch a fight, are apt to miſtake if chey are not 
aware. 

It is good to examine every thing our lelves , efpe- 
cially in Chins, where they never reckon but by Mil- 
lions ; and tho'* in theſe Caſes one cannot be fo very 
exaR, it is not impoſſible to come ſomething near 
the Truth, that we may not deceive the inquiſitive 
Reader. 

Almoſt all the Streets are buile in a dire&t Line, 
the greateſt being about a hundred and _ ou 
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broad, and a good League long, and the Shops where 
they fell Silks and China-ware, which generally take 
up the whole Street, make a very agreeable Perſpe- 
ive. The Chineſe have a Cuſtom which adds to the 
Beauty of the Sight. Each Shop» keeper purs out be- 
fore his Houſe, on a lictle kind of Pedeſtal, a Board 
twenty or twoand twenty Foot high Painted, Var- 
niſhed, and often Gilr, on which are written in large 
Characters, the Names of the ſeveral Commodities 
he ſells Theſe kind of Pilaſters, thus placed on each 
ſide of the Streer, and almoſt at an equal Diſtance 
from each other, make a pretty odd ſhow. This is 
uſual in almoſt all the Cities of Chime, and I have in 
ſome places ſeen ſo very neat ones, that one would 
think they had deſigned to make a Stage of the 
Street. 


Two things however detrat much from their 
Beauty. The firſt, That the Houſes are not propor- 
tionable, being neither well buile nor high enough. 
The ſecond, t they are always peſter'd with Mud 
or Duſt. That Country, fo well _— in every 
thing elſe, is very deficient in this: Both Winter and 
Summer are equally troubleſome to thoſe that walk 
abroad, and therefore are Horſes and Chairs ſo much 
in requeſt : For the Dirt ſpoils the filken Boors which 
they wear there ; and the Duſt ſticks to their Clothes, 
eſpecially if they are made of Sattin, which they have 
a way of oyling, to give it the more luſtre. There 
is fo much of the latter raiſed by the multicude of 
Horſes, that the City is always covered with a Cloud 
of it, which gets into the Houſes, and makes its way 
into the cloſelt Cloſets , fo that take what care you 
will, your Goods ſhould ever be tull of ir. They ſtrive 
to allay ic by a continual beſprinkling the Streets with 
Water, but there is ſtill ſo much lefr, as is very of- 
fenſive, both as to Cleanlineſs and Healt 

Of all the Building this mighty City conſiſts in, 
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the only remarkable one is the Imperial Palace,which 
I have already deſcribed ro your Highneſs. I ſhall 
only add, to give you a more exat Notion of it, that 
it not only includes the Emperor's Houſe and Gar- 
dens, bur alſo a little Town inhabited by the Officers 
at Court, and a great number of Artificers who are 
employed and kept by the Emperor gy for none bur 
the Eunuchs lye in the inner Palace. The outward 
Town is defended by a very good Wall without, and 
divided from the Emperor's Houſe by one of leb 
ſtrengr!:). All che Houſes are very low and ill con- 
trived, far worle than thoſe in the Tartar: City; © 
that the Quality of irs Inhabitants, and the Conve- 
niency of being near the Court, are the only things 
that it is commendable tor. 

The inner Palace is made up of Nine vaſt Courts, 
built in one Line , in length , for I comprehend not 
thoſe on the Wings, where are the Kirchin, Stables, 
and other Offices. The Arches thro' which you go 
from one to another are of Marble, and over cach 
there ſtands a large ſquare Building , of a Gorbick 
ArchiceQure, the Timber of whole Root becomes 
an odd kind of Ornament ; for the Rafters bring 
lefr of a length ſufficient to come out beyond the 
Wall, have other ſhorter pieces of Wood put upon 
them, which forms a kind of Corniſh that at a di- 
ſtance looks very fine. The ſides of each Court are 
Cloſed by leſſer Apartments, or Galleries ; but when 
you come to the = x Lodgings, there, indeed, 
the Porticd's ſupported by ſtately Pillars, the white 
Marble-ſteps by which you alcend to the inward 
Halls, the gilt Rooſs , the Carved-work, Varnith , 
Gilding and Painting, they are adorned with , the 
Floors made of Marble or Porcelain , but chiefly the 
great number of different Pieces of Artichecture 
which they conſiſt of, dazle the Beholders Eye, and 
truly look great, becoming the Majeſty of fo great a 

Monarch. 
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Monarch. But ftill, the imperfe&t Notion the Chi- 
weſe have of all kind of Arts, is betrayed by the un- 
pardonable Faults they are guilty of. Apartments 
are ill contrived, the Ornaments irregular, and the 
former wants that Connexion which makes the Beau- 
ty and Conveniency of our Palaces. In a word, 
there is as it were an unſhapennels in the whole, 
which renders it very unpleaſing to Foreigners, and 
muſt needs offend any one that has the leaſt Notion of 
true Architecture. 

Some Relations, however, cry it up as Arts Ma- 
ſter-picce : The reaſon is, becauſe the Miſhonaries 
who wrote them, had never ſeen any thing beyond 
it, or that long uſe has accuſtomed them to it ; for 
it is obſervable, that let us mealure a thing never fo , 
Time will at length make it ſupportable. Our Fancy 
habicuates it ſelf ro any ſight, and therefore an Ex- 
mo that has ſpent Twenty or Thirty years in 

, can ſeldom give ſo good an account of ir, as 
he that makes no ſtay there. As the true Accent of 
a Language is often loſt among thoſs who pronounce 
it ill, fo the Sharpneſs of a Man's Judgment is blunt- 
ed by converſing with thoſe who have none. 

The Guards placed in the Gates and Avenues of 
the Palace have no other Arms but their Cimeters, and 
are not ſo numerous as I had at firſt imagined ; bur 
there is a multitude of Lords and Mandarimes, con- 
Nlantly attending at the uſual time of Audience. For- 
merly the whole Palace was inhabited with Eunuchs, 
whoſe Power and Infolence was grown to ſuch a 
pitch, that they were become an inſupportable Grie- 
vance to the Princes of the Empire; but the laſt Em- 
perors of Chins, eſpecially thole deſcended from Tar- 
tary, have ſo humbled them, that they make at pre- 
ſent no Figure at all. The youngeſt ſerve as Pages, 
the other are put to the vilelt Employmeners,their T ask 
being to {weep the Rooms and kcep them cican ; 

and 
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and for the leaſt Fault they are ſeverely puniſhed by 
their Overſeers, who are very ſtrit. - 

The number of the Emperor's Wives or Concu- 
bines is not cafily known , it being very great, and 
never fixed. They never were ſeen by any one but 
himſelf, and ſcarce durſt a Man inquire about them. 
They are all Maidens of Quality which the Mands- 
rines or Governors of the Provinces chooſe, and as 
. ſoon as they are entered the Palace they have no far- 

ther — with their Friends, no not with 
their athers. This forced and perpetual Solitude, 
(for of them are never taken Notice of by the 
Emperor) the Intreagues they ſet on work to get in- 
to his Favour, and the Jealouſis they have of one a- 
nother, which wracks them wich Suſpicions, Envy 
and Hate, makes the moſt part of them very miſera- 
ble. Among thoſe who are ſo happy as to gain their 
Prince's approbation, Three are choſen which bear 
the Title of Queens. Theſe are in a far higher De- 

ree of Honour than the reſt, having each their 
Sac their Court, their Ladies of Honour, and 
other Female Attendants. 

Nothing is wanting that can contribute to their 
Diverſion. Their Furniture, Cloaths, Attendance is 
all Rich and Magnificehe : Ir is true, all cheir Hap- 
pine(s conſiſts in pleaſing their Lord, for no Buſineſs 
of any Conſequence comes to their Knowledge ; and 
as they do not aftiſt the State with their Counſels, fo 
they do not diſturb ic with cheir Ambition. 

The Chmeſe differ very much from us in that Point; 
They fay Heaven has indued Women with Good 
Nature, Modeſty, and Innocence, that they might 
look after their Families, and cake care of their Chil- 
drens Education ; bur that Men are born with 
ſtrength of Body and Mind, with Wit and Gene- 
roſity, to Govern and Rule the World. They are 
aſtoniſhed when we tell chem that with us the Scepter 
olten 
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ofren falls into a Princeſſes Hands, and often ſay by 
oy gre Exrope u the Ladies King dons. 

is, My Lord, is all that can be laid in General of 
the Emperor of Chmu's Palace, ſo much boaſtedof by 
Hiſtorians, becauſe perhaps in all Pekin they met not 
with any worth their notice : For indeed all beſides 
are fo mean, that it would be, if I may fay it, a de- 
baſing of our Terms to give the Name of Palace to 
their Grandees Houſes. They are but one Story high, 
as are ail the reſt ; tho”, I contels, the great — 
of Lodgings for themlelves and their Servants, does 
make forme amends for their wane of Beaury and 
Magnificence. Not but that the Cheeſe are as much 
as any Nation, in love with looking great and ſpend- 
ing high, but the Cuſtom of the Country, and the 
Danger of being taken notice of, is a Curb to their 
Inclinations. 

While I was at Pekin, one of the Chief Mandarines 
(I think he was a Prince) had buile him a Houſe 
ſomething more lofty and ſtately than the reſt ; this 
was imputed to him as a Crime,and thoſe whoſe Pro- 
vince it was, accuſed him before the Emperor, info- 
much that the Mandarine, fearful of the Event, pul- 
led down his Houſe while the Buſineſs was under Ex- 
amination, and before it had been decided. This 
Policy, in former Ages, made fure the Foundation 
of the greateſt Monarchies, and could the Romans 
but have ever obſerved it, they might perhaps ſtill be 
as powerful in Exrope, as the Chineſe are in Aſie. 

Their Halls, where they plead, have liutle advan- 
tage over the reſt. The Courts are large, the Gates 
lofry, and ſomerimes imbelliſhed wich Ornaments of 
ArchitcQure ſomething tolerable ; but the inward 
Hall and Offices can boaſt neicher State nor Clean- 
linels. 

Religion indeed has made her Party better ; you 
frequently meet with their Idols Temples, whichthe 
I": inCes 
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have raiſed 


are placed on every 
at the Corners, painted 
Em have tounded ſeveral within the outward 
Bounds of the Palace, among which Two more e- 
minent then the reſt were buile by the late Monarch, 
at the Prayers of the Queen his Mother, who was 
very much infatuated wich the Religion of the Lame 3, 
a fort of Tortarian Prieſts, and the moſt Superſticious 
of all che Bonze:. 

We were forbidden the Entrance of theſe Temples, 
being told it would prove of an ill Conſequence, and 

ive great Offence to our fellow Chriſtians, fo that 
Carioliry gave place to our deſire of paying chem. 
But we had the liberty of ſeeing the famous nn 
al Obſervatory, ſo much celebrated by all Travellers. 
Be pleated, My Lord, to read what one of our ableſt 
Mathematicians, has upon their Report ſpoken of it. 
Nothing in Europe « to be compared ts it , whether for 
the Mognificency of the Place, or the Bignefs of theſe vaſt 
Brazum Machines, which bavving been daring theſe Seven 
hundred years expoſed on the Platforms of thoſe large 
Towers, are (Hill as fair and entire as if they were but new 
molten. The Diviſuons of thoſe Inflruments are moſt ex- 
att, the Diſpoſition moſt proper for their Deſign , and the 
whole work performed with an unimitable neatneſs. Ina 
word, ut ſeerned that China mſulted ber Siſter Nations, as 
if with all their Learning and Riches they could not come 
wp to ber im that point. 

Indeed if Chins inſults us by the Sumpruouinels of 
her Obſervatory, ſhe is in che right to do it thus, at 
6000 Leagues diſtance, for were ſhe nearer, ſhe durſt 
r0:, for ſhame, make any Compariſon. K 

Fu 
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Tower, buried in Duſt and Oblivion. We ſaw chem, 
but thro' a Window cloſe fer with Iron Bars. They 
appeared to us large, well caſt ,and of a ſhape no; much 
unlike our Aftronomical Rings. But they had laid in 
a by-Court 4 Celeſtial Globe of aboat three Foot Dia- 
meter ; that we had a full view of ; ic was fomethi 
enclining to an Oval divided with lictle ExaRtnels, 
and the whole Work very Cpurſe. 

They have in a lower Room near that place con- 
trived a Gaomon.. The Slit which gives Entrance to 
the Suns Rays,is raiſed aboar 8 Feet from the ground, 
Horozom ally placed, and made of ewo r Places 
fulpended, which may be moved too fro, to 
make the Orifice larger or {maller. Under it lyes z 
Table trimm'd with Bras, in the midſt of which 
ſength-ways,they have ſtruck a Meridian Line 15 Feer 
long, divided acroſs by other Lines, which are neither 
txach nor fine. They have cut little holes out into the 
ſides wherein to put water, to let i, exactly —_—_ 

ral ; 
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tal ; and this indeed is of a Chineſe Contrivance the 
moſt tolerable of any*I have ſeen, and might be fer- 
viceable to a careful Aſtronomer ; but I queſtion whe- 
ther their Skill who invented ic is fo great as to uſe it 
rightly. 

Shi Obſervatory, of little worth, as to irs ancient 
Machines, and lcks as to its Sicuation and Building, is 
now enriched with ſeveral Brazen Inftruments which 
Father Verbieft has ſet up in it. 
caſt, imbelliſhed with R 


thod uſed by the Royal Academy,nothing that we have 
of that kind,might be brought into Competition with 
them. Bur tho' the Father was,no doubt, very care- 
ful of the Diviſion of his Circles, the Chmeſe Artificer 
either was very negligent , or very incapable of fol- 
lowing his Directions : fo that I would rather traſtro 
a Quadrant made by one of our good Workmen at 
Parw,whole Radiws ſhould be but one Foot and a half, 
than to that of ſix Feet which is at this Tower. 


added,in as tew words as I an 
the Frame and Embelliſhments of choſe Noble Inſtru- 


ments. 
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L SPH/ERA ARMILLARIS ZODIACALIS, 
of fix Feet in Diamater. 


This is 
Bodies c—_ 


: 


f 


414: 


This is ſupported by a Dragon, who bears 
it on his back bowed, and whoſe four Claws feizc 
the four Ends of its Pedeſtal, which as the former is 
formed of rwo Brazen Beams Crofs-wiſe, whoſe Ends 
are alſo born by four ſmall Lions, which ferve to fer 
it right. The Deſign is noble and well performed. 


I. HORISON AZIMUTHALE, fix Feet is Diameter, 


This Inſtrument, uſeful for the taking of Azimuths, 
is compoſed of a large Circle horifoncally placed. 
The double Albidads, which G—_ it for a R— 

4 runs 
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rans over all the Limb, and carries round along wich 
it an opright Triangle, the upper Angle of which is 
faſtned to a Beam raiſed perpendicular irom the Cen- 
ter of the ſaid Horifon. Four folded Dragons bow 
their Heads nnder the inferivur Limb of that Circle, 
to make it faſt ; and ewo others wound round two 
{mall Columns, mount on cicher fide Cemicircular- 
wile, as high as the ſaid Beam, to which they are 
laſtned, to keep the Triangle ſteady. 


IV. 4 large QUADRANT whoſe Radias # (fx Foot. 


The Limb is divided into Portions of Yo Seconds 
each ; the Lead which ſhews its Vertical Siruation, 
weighs a Pound; and hangs from the Cemncer by a ve- 
hne Braſs-wyre. The Albideds moves calily round 

Limb. A Dragon tolded in feveral Rings, and 
wrapt up in Clouds, ſeizes on all parts the ſeveral 
Plates of the Inftrument to faſten them , leaſt « 
fhould fart out of their due Poſition. The w 
Body of the Quadrant hangs in the Air, and a fixed 
Ax# runs thro' es Center,round which the Quedrant 
turns towards the Parts of the Heavens which the 
Mathematician chooſes to obſerve: And leaft irs 
weight ſhould cauſe ic to ſhiver, and loſe its Vertical 
Poſition, a Beam is raiſed on cach fide, ſecured arthe 
bottom by a Dragon,and faſtned to the middle Beam 
or Axis by Clouds which feem to come out of the 
Air. The whole Work is folid and well contrived. 


V. 4 SEXTANT, whoſe Radixs & about eight Feet, 


This repreſents the fixth Part of a great Circle 
born by a Beam , the Baſis of which i Concave, 
made faſt with Dragons, and crofſed in the middle 
by a Brazen Pillar, on one end of which is an En- 
gine, the help of whole Wheels ſerves to facilicate the 
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Motion of that Inſtrument. On this Engine reſts 
the middle of a ſmall Brazen Beam which 

a Radixs of the Sextant, and is faſtned to ir. Its v 
per part is terminated by a big Cilmder, which » the 
Cemer, round which the Albideds turns, and the low- 
er is extended above ewo Feet beyond the Limb, that 
it may be graſped by the Pully which ſerves to raiſe ir. 
Theſe large and heavy Machines are of greater Or- 
nament thyn uſe. 


VI. 4 CELESTIAL GLOBE of fix Feet Diameter, 


This in my opinion is the faireſt and beſt faſhion- 
ed of all the Inftrruments. The Globe it felf is Bra» 
zen,cxactly round and ſmooth : The Stars well made, 
and in their true places, and all the Circles of a pro» 
portionable breadth and thickneſs. It is beſides 
well hung that the leaſt couch moves ir, and tho it 
is above Two thouland weight , the leaſt Child may 
clevare it to any Degree. its large Concave Be 
fer reſt in an oppoſite Station four Dragons, whoſe Hair 
ſtanding up an end, ſupport a noble Hers/on commen- 
dable by i!s Breadh, irs ſeveral Ornaments, and the 
Deli and Niceneſs of the Work. The Meridian 
which the Pole is fixed, reſts upon Clouds that if 
ſue out of the Baſis , and flides cafily berween them, 
its motion being tacilicated by ſome hidden Wheels, 
and moves with it the whole Globe to give it the re- 
quired Elevetion. Beſides which the Horiſon, Dra- 

and rwo Brazen Beams which lye crols in the 

er of the Baſs Concavity, arc all moved at 
without ſtirring the Baſis, which ſtill remains 

fixed ; this ſacilicates the due placing of the Horifon, 
whether in reſpeRt of the Natural Horifon, or in re- 
of the Globe. I wondred how Men, who live 
thouſand Leagues from us, could go through ſuch 

« piece of Work ; and I muſt own that it all the 
| F 2 Circks 


an eſpecial Order from the Em | 
They are more lond of the defective Piece of 
Antiquity then of the perfefteſt Novelty, differing 
much in that from us who are in love with nothing 
but what is new. Indecd we are all to blame , for 
Time can add to or detrat nothing from the real 
worth of things : But if we do not take great care of 
our ſelves, Fancy, Cuſtom, and Prejudice, will pre- 
vail over our Underſtanding, which only perceiving 
the Difference of things, is only able to judge of ir. 
If this Failing of the Chineſe extended but to their 
Temporal Concerns, the Miſchief perhaps would not 
be great ; butit unhappily reaches to the Point of 
Religion ; and whereas in Eerope it ſeems that a Do- 
Arine, tho' never fo ablurd, has a Title to our Belief 
when recommended by Novelty , in Chns it is quite 
contrary ; for they think it a ſufficient reafon to re- 
jet the Chriſtian Faith, becauſe in relpet of their 
Monarchy it is not old enough : As tho' Time and 
Ignorance were to be preferred to Truth,or that long 
——__ could render Superſtition lawful or reafona- 
The Fondnefs for Antiquity and for the Oblervance 
of ancient Cuſtoms, is pe what keeps the Chineſe 
ſo cloſe to their Aſtronomical Oblervations, for it bas 
ever been their continual Practiſe , but it is a ſhame, 
that they have during {o long a time mace no great- 
er Improvements. would think , that havi 
vue 
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watched the Motdions of the Stars above 4000 years, 


they gay > I ry acquainted with chem ; yer 
when our Mi ies entered that Country, they 
found them to be fo unskilful herein, that with all 
their care never could arrive to the Compoſi 
of an Exact Calendar ; and their Tables of Eclipſes 
were fo uncorredt, that ſcarce could they forcel a- 
bout what time that of the Sun ſhould ha As 
for thoſe two Points they are now at reſt, thoſe 
Fathers have fertled the Calendar, and that which is 
given out in the beginning of cach year, noces with 
the greateſt nicety all the Motions of the Heavens 
which are during the year to happen out of Courſe. 

However they fill continue their Obſervations. 
Five Mathematicians ſpend every Night on the Tow- 
er in watching what paſſes over head ; one is gazing 
towards the Zenith, another to the Ef, a third to 
the ##*#, the fourth rurns his Eyes Seatbwards, and a 
fich Nortrbwerds, that nothing of what happens in the 
lour Corners of the World may ſcape their diligent 
Obſervation. They take notice of the Winds, the 
Rain, the Air, of unuſual Fhenomens's , fuch as arc 
Eclipſes, the Conjunttion or Oppoſition of Planers, 
Fires, Meteors, and all that may be ulctul. This they 
keep a ſtrit accompe of, which they bring in every 
ing to the Surveyor of the Mathemaricks, to be 
regiſtred in his Office. It this had always been pra- 
tiled by able and careful Mathematicians, we ſhawld 
have a great number of curicus Remarks ; but beſides 
that, theſe Aſtronomers are very unskilful, they take 
licle care to improve that Science; and provided their 
Salary be paid as ulual , and their Income conſtanc, 
they are in no great trouble about the Alterations and 
Changes which happen in the Sky. Bur if theſe Phe- 
nomena s are very apparent, as when there happens an 
Eclipſe, or a Comet appears , they dare not be alto- 
gether fo negligent 
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All Nations have ever been aftoniſhed at 
of which they could not diſcover the Caule ; there 
nothing ſo extravagant as the ſeveral Reaſons fome 
have given for it, but one would wonder that the Chs- 
neſe, who as to Aſtronomy may juſtly claim Senjori- 
ty over all the World beſides, have reaſoned as ab- 
ſurdly on that Point as the reſt. They have fancied 
that in Heaven there is a prodigious great Dragon , 
who is a protefied Enemy to the Sun and Moon, and 
ready at all times to eat them up. For this realon, 
as fon as they perceive an Ecliple, they all make a 
terrible rattling with Drums and brats Keerrtles, cill 
the Monſter trightned at the noiſe has let go his Prey. 
Perſons of Quality, who have read our Books, have 
for theſe ſeveral years been undeceived, but ( eſpeci- 
ally it che Sun looſerh irs Light) the old Caftoms are 
fil! obſerved at Pebis, which (as is uſual) are at once 
very Superftitious and very Ridiculous While the 
Aſtronomers are on the Tower to make their Obſer- 
vations, the chief Mandarmes belonging to the Lipes 
tall on their Knees in a Hall or Court of the Palace, 
looking attentively that way, and frequemly bowing 
towards the Sun, to exprels the pity they take of him, 
or rather to the Dragon,to beg him not to moleſt che 
World, by depriving it of fo neceflary a Planer. 

Now all chat the Mathematicians have forerold 
concerning the Eclipſe muſt prove true, ſhould it hap- 
p2n ſooner or later, be greacer or leſs, longer or ſhore- 
er, the Surveyor and his Brethren woold go near to 
loſe their Places. Bur they never run that hazard ; 
ler what will happen the Regilters are ever exat ; 
and provided the Officers be well paid, they are erer 
in Fee with the Heavens. 

I am afraid, My Ld, that 1 have been to tedious 
in this Digreffion ; your Highnebs having for theſe fe- 
veral years been buſied in Aﬀairs of greater moment, 
muſt needs have lictle regard for fuch obſtruſe Noti- 
Ch, 
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ons, unfit to excite you to thoſe elevated Sentimencs 
ſo natural ro fuch great Souls #5 yours, and 1 
have ſpent my time more to your Satisfaction in wri- 
ting the Wars of the Tartar: , and the Conqueſt of 
Chins, Bur beſides the inclination every Man has to 
ſpeak of what belongs to his Profeffion, I have per- 
haps been over-raled by the habit we contrat in Chs- 
»s to entertain great Perſons wich theſe Matters ; and 
have hoped, that a Prince curious, and endued with a 
Gems to which nothing is impoſſible, would with pa- 
tience hear, that which makes the Delight of the 
___ and moſt Learned Emperor in the whole 

orld. 

I ſhould do Prim a great injuſtice if I paſſed 
over in fflence its noble Gates and ſtately Walls, which 
indeed become an Imperial Ciry. The former are 
not embelliſhed with Sctaraes or other Carving as are 
moſt Publick Buildings in Chis, but all cheir Beauty 
conſiſts in 4 prodigioas heighe , which at a Diſtance 
makes the fineſt fhew in the World. They confift in 
ewo large ſquare Buildings built ſeparately but bound 
together by two tall and very thick Walls, fo that they 
form a Square which may contain above Five hun- 
dred Men in Battel. The firſt Building, which looks 
like a Fortrels faces the Road. There no way thro 
ir, but you go in at the Side wall, where there is a 
Gate proportionable to all the reft ; then you curn to 
the Right, and meer wich' the ſecond Tower which 
commands the City, and has a Gate like the former, 
but whoſe Gate- way is fo loag that it dark to- 
wards the middle. There they keep a 
Corps du Guard and a (mall Magazine to ſupply it rea» 
Wy yn et re. 

f you refpedt only the neatnefs of the Workman- 
ſhip, and the Ornaments of Archiceture, I muſt, in- 
deed, confeb , that the Gates of Pars are incompara- 
bly finer. Bur yet, when a nt. —— 
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buil with Marble, and the reſt with 
____ bound with excellene Mortar. 
""The alls are anſwerable ro their Gates, fo call 
that they hide the whole City, and fo thick that Cen- 
tries on Horſe-back are pgs upon them. From place 
to place, at a Bow-ſhors diſtance, they are defended 
with (quare Towers. The Ditch A. os but very 
broad and deep. All is > L __ as 
if they were in continu pr 
This, My Lord, is a pretty * DO Dekrin 
chiet City of all Chins, valuable by irs 
Gates, ſtrong Walls, ſumprucus Palace, 
fon, (which conſiſts i in the beſt Forces ot the <bol 
Empire) and the Number of its Inhabitants, but com 
mendable for nothing cle. 

What may be ſaid of all the reſt in general is this; 
The Chineſe divide them into two kinds. Thoſe which 
are folely deſigned for the Defence oi the Country they 
call Citze: of War, and the relt Town: of Trafick. The 
fortified Places which I have icen are not much firon+ 
ger than the others, unleb it be by their Situation, 
which makes ſome almoſt inaccefiible. The Fron- 
tier Towns, clpecially thoſe near Tartery, arc fome- 
what fingular ; : and our Miſſionaries have aſſured me, 
that there were ſeveral narrow Pallages fo well forti- 
fied, that it was almoſt impoſſible to torce them : I 
my L:1f have ſeen ſome which a hundred Men might 
eaſily dztend againlt a whole Army. Their uſual For- 
tifications are a good Bulwork, fome Towers, Brick- 
walls, and a large and deep Dirch , hlled with run- 
ning Water. This is all che Chineſe Engineers kill 
conhilts in, which indeed is no wonder, fince our 
ſelves knew no better, before Cannons wers in ule, 
which has put us upon mverting new ways of defend 


ing 
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ties, which their Inhabicants eſteem the in 

the World, 1 have oken wich 00 lictls pleaſure reflec 
ed on the facilicy with which Lews the Great would 
ſubdue thole Provinces, if Nature had made us a 


neceſlary. 
le muſt however be granted, that in the way of 
Fortification the « have outdone all the Ancients 
in the prog Work that defends part of their 
Country is that which we call the Great Wall, 
and with themſelves ftile Van & Cham, Chim, The Wall 
10-900 Stadium; long, which reaches from the Eaſtern 
Ocean to the Province of Chenſi : Not that its length 
is fo as they ſpeak it; but if you reckon all its 
viedng, it will really appear to be no leſs than ds 
Congen You muſt not conceive it as a plain 
fortified with Towers much like the Ciry 
Walls I have mentioned ; and in the places where the 
Paſſes might be more eaſily forced, they have raiſed 
two or three Bulworks one behind another, which 
—4 ive themſelves a mutual Defence , whole enor- 
on Command all 
ho dvenes, bong = reat numbers of 
Forces, _ iry irom ctempts on that 
hide 


Chins being divided from Tartery a Chain of 
Mountains, the Wall has been carried on over the 
higheſt Hills, and is now tall and then low as the 
Ground allowed; for you muſt not think, þ © ng 
ve 


than thoſe of cheir Cities, and but four, or at moſt, 
fire feer in thickneb. 

It is almoſt all buile with Brick , bound with fuch 
fl Mortar, that not it has laſted chefe ſeveral 
A is ſcarce the . It is above 18060 years 
fince Emperor Chibobemrs raifed it to prevent the In. 
farre&tions of the Neighbouring Tarter:. This was at 
once one of the greateſt and maddeſt Undertakings 
that I ever heard of ; for tho” indeed it was a pru- 
dent Caution of the Chineſe thus to guard the caſfieft 
Avenues, how ridiculous was it of them to carry their 
Wall to the top of fome Precipices which the Birds 
can ſcarce reach with their Flight, and on which ir is 
impoſſible the Tartaria» Horle ſhould aſcend: And 
if chey could that an Army could have clam- 
bered up thicher, could they believe that fo thin 
and low a Wall as they have made it in ſuch places, 
coald be of any Defence. 

As for my part, I admire how the Materials have 
been conveyed and made uſe of there ; and, indeed, it 
was not done withont a vaſt Charge, and the loſs of 
more Men then would have periſhed by the greateſt 
mary oy their —_ It is faid, hor Geng the 

| the Chineſe Emperors, this Wall was guard- 
ed by a Milla of Toldiete: but now that — of 
Tartary belongs to China, they are content with man- 
4 et LC but beft fortified Parts 

it. 


Among the other Fortrefles of the Kin there 
are above a Thouſand of the firſt rate ; reſt are 
lefs remarkable, and indeed (ſcarce deſerve that Name ; 


yet 
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judge y conſtantly kept on foor. 
However, that is not the Chineſe's chiefeſt boaſt, for 
if they are conſidered but as to the Military 
will raiſe our wonder , but who can 
the N Greatneſs , Beauty , and Government 
of their Trading Towns ? They are generally divided 
inco three ; of the firſt there are above 160, 
of the ſecond 270, and of the third near 1200, be- 
ſides near 300 walled Cities more, which they leave 
out as not worth obſerving, tho” they are almoſt all 
well inhabited and traded. The greater and 
Villages are numberleſs, efpecially thoſe of « 
thern Provinces, In the Province of C and 
they are for the moſt part ſurrounded with Walls 
Dieches, with lron Gates which the 
cople ſhut at Night, and guard in the Day-ti 
proce themſelves from Thieves, as alſo from 
diers, who as they pak by , which 
do, would in ſpight of their Othcers i 
The largenek of theſe Cities is not les 
then their number. Pekin, which I have 
the honour to mention to your Highnets , is 
compared to Nankin, or, as it is now called 
nm, a Town formerly encloſed within three 
the outermoſt of which was 16 long Leagues round. 
Some Works of it are ſtill to be ſeen, which one wquld 
= think to be the Bounds of a Province _ 
ity. When the kept their Court there, 
its Inhabicanc G_ trrds” avatars ts Si- 
tuation, Haven, Plenty, the Fertility of the Neigh- 
bouring Lands, and the Canals made near it for the 
Improvement of Trade, could not but make it a fine 
City. It has fince loſt much of its former Splendour, 
however, if you include thoſe who live in its Sub- 
urbs, and on the Canals,ic is ſtil} more populous than 
Pekin and tho' the unarable —_—_— 
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Gardens, and vaſt empty Places which are within its 

or neg wes fone bra oP is in- 
does ſtill make a igious big City. 

The Streets are moderately broad, bur very well pa- 
ved ; The Houſes low, but cleanly,and the Shops ve- 
ry rich, being filled with Stuffs, Silks, and other coſt- 
ly Wares : In a word, it is as the Center of the Em- 
pire, oa procny Lat the Curioſities which 
are produced in it, There the moſt famous DoRtors 
and the Mandarms who are out of Buſineſs, uſually 
ſettle themſelves, having the conveniency of ſeveral 
Libraries filled wich cates of good Books ; their 
Printing is fairer, their Artificers are better Work- 
men, the Tongue more polite, and the Accent ſmo- 
ther than any where elſe ; and truly no other City 
were more proper for the Emperor's Seat, were it not 
for the State's advantage that he ſhould reſide near the 
Frontiers. It is alſo famous for ſeveral other Reaſons. 

Firſt, Becauſe of the River Kiam on which it is fi- 
tuated, which is the Largeſt, Deepeſt, and moſt Na- 
vigable in the whole Empire ; being, in that part of 
it which bathes the City, near half a League broad. 

Secondly, The Royal Obſervatory on the Top of 
a Mountain, where ftood formerly a Plattorm and 
proper Inſtruments ( which were ſince removed to 
Pekes) but now only fome old Buildings remain, and 
a large ſquare Hall, newly buile as an Acknowledg- 
ment of Camby's kind Viſit to that City. 
This was a Trick of the Mandarin: , who under pre- 
tence of raiſing a Monument of that Prince's Favour, 
got conſiderable Sums of M from the Inhabi- 
tants, not half of which was laid our. 

In the third place for a large Tower, vulgarly called 
the Chins Tower. There is withoutthe Ciry (and not 
within, as fome have wrote) a Houſe named by the 
Chineſe, The Temple of Gratitude, ( Pao-gren-ſſe ) buile 
300 years ago by Emperor Towlo. It is raiſed on a 
Mafhve 
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increaſe in height. 
The Walls? os the bomces a leaſt twelve Feet 


Of the Citier, Houſes, and 
and above and a half at che incruſt- 
Chin flee : for tho! the Wear 
has owt impaired jo Beauty ther yo 
yn that it is real Chine, tho' of 
. #.xce "ris impoflible chat Bricks could 


fs, eat 
mount thence tothe Top,and 
be at leaſt 208 Feet 
This Cubilo 1 not 
that Building, being.as it were an cu 
Moy-Pole, which from he Floor of the 
iles above 40 Feet higher 


© 
Tower 


ld name the Briek-ovs. Whatever it my Os 
made 
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thade of, it is undoubredly the beſt contrived and no- 
bleſt Structure of all the Ea#fi. From its Top you have 
« Prolpe& of the whole Ciry, and eſpecially of the 
Mountain on which ſtands the Obſerv which 
OT COD ION from ic. 
DEBs famous for the bi of tes Bells, 
ic weight! 


is 11 Feet, and that of its Handle or Ear by which it 
hangs 2,and its Diameter is 9; the curward Circumfe.__ 
rence is 22 Feer, which indeed lefſers cowards the cop, 
buc not in the ſame proportion with our Bells here, for 
the Figure is almoſt a Cilinder, if you cake away a 
conſiderable Swelling towards the middle where che 
Circumference is equal to that of the bottons, Tts 
bwer Brim is fix Inches and @ half thick, but grows 
thinner and thinner, to the bowing where the Cone 
begins,ſo that under the Ear it is not above two Inches 
which may be meaſured exactly enough, be» 
bore their Bells at che top co increaſe their 
as they conceit ir. The Metal is brictle, and 
not clear, being full of lictle knots. 
Theſe Bells wers caſt during the Ninth _ be- 
lore this: Each have their particular Name ; the one 


beang ; 
Rater ; a third Chexi,or So, The Sheper ; and a fourth 
&, The Flyer ; for tho there are but three in the City, 
the C Gragnephnn place a fourth beyond the 
River K:zaw, Now ſappoſing that a Cubical Foot of 
braſs weighs 648 Pound, the Belt which 1 meafured 
hould about go Thouſand, oepatng i to be 
of an bigneſs and thickneſs. As for the bigneſs, 
there is no great difference, but the thicknels leſſens 
Tk aredrdry , where, as I have faid, ir 
but two Inches think ; I allowing ic be _ 
with 


$2 Of the Cities, Houſes, and 
with another four Inches thick and better throughout, 
the Bell will weigh about 50000 L. and be twice a 
heavy as that at Erfert , Father Kircder affirms 
to be the biggeſt in the World. 

But this is to what there is at Pekin, which 
can ſhew (even under the Reign of Emperor 
Toulo near 360 years ago, wei 120000 |. each, 

are 11 Feet wide, 40 round, and 12 high, be- 
fides the Ear , which is at leaſt 3 footin 
This, My Lord, L own is ſurpriſing, and could ſcarce 
be believed, had we not Father Verbieff's word for it, 
who himſelf has exactly meaſured them. 

But as much as their Bells exceeds ours in bignefs, 
ſo much do os exceed them in Sound, whether our 
Metal or Caſt be berter. Be however to read 
what Father Mogelbeen: writes of that which is in the 
Palace at Pekin. Is ſound, lays be, « ſo clear, ſo ples 
fart, and bharmoniow, that it + 90" rn « Ma 
fical Inftrument much rather than « Bell, All this muſt 
be underſtood comparatively ; and perhaps the Au 
thor had never heard any thing of that kind like it. 
As for my part, all the Bells 1 bave heard there, have 
ſeemed to me to make but a dull, obſcure noiſe ,as one 
may eaſily imagine , for their Clappers are not made 
of Iron, but Wood. However the thing be (for it 
deſerves not a longer Enquiry) it is certain that the 
Chineſe have in all their Ciges very big ones, with 
which they diſtinguiſh the Watches of the 
Of theſe they uſually reckon five, from ſeven or 
of the Clock in the Evening: They beginthe firſt 
ſtriking once,which they repeat a moment after, and 
ſo on till the ſecond Watch , when ſtrike rwo 
ſtrokes, at the third three; and fo on : So that theſe 
Bells are as ſo many repeating Cn, CEDEnY 
other moment inform you what time of Night it 


They alſo uſe for the fame purpoſe a v Drum, 
Gta btotanamm The 


= & TY 


RA OO WY HAN. - 


& Bn SIRSHEST 


Chief Buildings in China, 83 
Theſe two Imperial Cities, which I have now been 
deſcribing, might alone render Chme deſervedly fa- 
mous, but the Metropolis of moſt Provinces are fo 
big, that each were fic to be the Chiet of an Empire. 
Signanſon, the Capital Ciry of Chenfi, is three Leagues 
round. I have had the Curiofiry to meaſure ic my 
ſelf, which was not difficule, the Walls which incloie 
it making an exat Square. Irs Dirches , which are 
party dry and partly filled wich water,are very fine ; 
alls chick and call, as well as che ſquare Towers 
that defend them ; ics Bulworks very broad ; and its 
at lealt forme, moſt ſtately, and like thoſe at 
Pekin. The City is divided into ewo Parts by an 
Earthen Wall, which runs almoſt from one End to 
the other. The one half is inhabited by the Tarrars, 
who keep the bi Garriſon,tho' in the other where 
the Chineſe dwell, there be alſo a good Body of 
Troops. There may ſtill be ſzen an old Palace, the 
former Reſidence of the ancient Kings of that Coun- 
try, who were powerful, not only becauſe of the 
vaſt Extent of their Dominions, but alſo thro* the 
Bravery and Courage of their Subje@ts ; for among 
all the Chineſe, there are not any better proportioned, 
or more ſtrong, ſtour and laborious than theſe. As 
for the Houſes, they are, as every where elſe in Chi 
>s, low and not over-well buile ; their Furniture is 
not {o neat as in the Southern Parts, their Varniſh 
hot fo ſmooth, their Chime fo abund int, or their Work- 


men (0 - a" 

Hamnn-chtow, the Chief City of the Province of 
Chekiams, is alſo one of the richeſt and greateſt in the 
Empire. The Chineſe lay it is four Leagues round, 
and, I believe, they tell nolye. The Sereets are as 
full of People as at Pars, and the Suburbs beſides be- 
mg very large, and the Canals crowded with an in- 

number of Boats, I believe it to be as populous 
s the grea:eſt Cities in —_—_ The Garriſon conſiſts 
p in 
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in 10000 Men, 30co of which are Chineſe. The W x- 
ter of their Canals is not clear , nor their Streqcs 
broad, but the Shops are neat, and the Merchants 
there are regpted to be very rich. 

Eallwards fram the City runs a River half aLeague 
broad, being near.the Sea, but indeed not very con- 
fiderable, for a lixtle higher ic is but an ulelels Tor 
rent, which runs thro' abundance of Racks. A Lake | 
lyes cloſe to it to the Wellwards, which at is two 
Leagues round. The Water is clear, but very Jhal. 
low ; Deep enough however for ſome large Flat-bow- 
tom d Boats, which the Chineſe keep there, like 66 
many floating Iſlands, where their youpg Peopletake 
their Pleaſure chemiclves. lo the middle ſtands ap 
Iſland where they ulually land, having buile there a 
Temple and ſome Houſes for their Diverfoo. Of this 
Lake fome Relations have made an Inchanted Place, 
I have read that ic was buile round with ately Hou- 
ſes and noble Palaces. This might be ; but it true , 
a great care was certainly taken that not fo much as 
the leaſt Track or Memory of it ſhould remain. But 
perhaps they gave that Name to ſome Wooden 
thacched Dwellings, in which Chms does every where 
abound, then indeed a ſhort while might make great 
Alterations, for Time needs not uſe irs ut Ef- 
forts to pull them down. However, if this City þ 
not ſo eminent for Buildings, it is commendable for 
being one of the beſt ſituated in the Empire, for the 
prodigious Number of its Inhabitants, the Conveni- 
ency of irs Canals, and the great Traffick which is 
made there in the fineſt Silks in the World. 

What is ſurpriſing in Chins is, That whereas, being 
gone thro' one at theſe Cities , you would ſcarce ex- 
pet to meet with the like, you are hardly our of 
light of ic before you are in view of ſuch another, 
As for example; Going along the great Canal from 
Hamg-chion you come to Soar-chiow, which is not far 
trom 
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from It, and if you believe che Intiabirants, contain# 
four Leagues in Circuit, being indeed of a vaſt Ex 
eonit. Ir 33 alfo the uſual Reſidence of a Viceroy, and 
havas great « Trade'ss any Ciry in the Empire. Ido 
a find ir'to be proportionably as Populous as thoſe I 


have mentioned ; bur che Suburbs, and multicude of 
Boats atiiaze new Comers Thoſe who have the Pa- 
derice ro ſpend a few Minutes on the Water-fide,and 
view the Throngs of People that come to cheaper 
Commodities, would imagine it ro be a Fair to which 
the whole Empire were crowding ; and the Officers 
there, tho” not over fri, are fo bulicd in receiving 
te Cuſtoms, that they are obliged © pur off to the 
next day a great many Traders, who come to make 
their Payments. This concinnal Hurry among the 
moſt covetous Nation in the World, ſhould occafion 
— eb, but their Governmene is ſo good, 
the wet Orders fo ſtrialy obſerved, that 
beſides Abuſive , in which the Chime are 
-o horn other Injuris are” ſeldom offered. Noe 
far Sour-chttw you meter wich other Cities at ſmall 
Diffarices from each other, ſome a League and a half, 
and fone two Leagues roand. As foon as you are 
Gn to the River Kiaw, you meer with Shim Kiam/on, 
# Town built ob its Banks, one of whoſe very Sub- 
uwrhs; which lye&s North-weſt , is a large German 
in Circuit ; This Place is fo Populous , that 
when I paſſed thro” it, it was no ſmall crouble tro me 
t6 make my way thre the Crowd, and is uſually as 
eat if thoſe Streets as here at a Solemn Procefhon. 
&r againl(t it, on the other ſide of the River, ſtands 
PGuachioe, another great trading Town; a lirtle be- 
yond lyes Tam chiow, one of the moſt remarkable Ci- 
ties in the whole Empire , which, according to the 

a, contains ewo Millions of Inhabirants. 
I did not here recal ny felf, I (hould unawares 
d&&{cribe all the Cities of Chime z but deſigning only 
I 3 [@ 
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to give your Highneſs a general account of their Large» 
nl | = Number, I ſhall without a need tedious 
deſcending into Particulars , aſſure your 

that my fclf have fcen feven or eight of them as big at 
leaſt as Pars, beſides ſeveral others where I have not 
been, which I am affured are not lefs. There are four. 
ſcore of the firſt Rank, equal to Lymms or Boardeaux, 
Among 260 of the Second, above a Hundred are like 
Orleance 5 and among 1200 of the Third, there are 
five or fx hundred as conſiderable as Rochel or Angou- 
kime; beſides an innumerable quantity of Villages 
greater and more populous than Adarenes and St. Jobs 
de Lutz, Thee, My Lord, are no Hyperbole's, neither 
do | ſpeak by Hear-lay, but _—_ travelled in Per- 
fon over the greateſt part of Chins,l hope your Hi 
neſs will favour me fo far, as not to queſtion the fin- 
cericy of my Relation. 

I ſhall conclude with the ſeveral Ports and Havens 
of Chins, which do not a little contribute @o the In- 
creaſe of its Wealth. Its Chmeſe Emperors had forbid 
the Entrance of them to _ } =, the Tarters, 
more fond of Money than of ient Cuſtoms, have 
of late years granted a free Accels to all Nations. 

The firſt, beginning Southwards, is Macao famous 
for the great Traffick which the Portugeſe 
made there, before the Dutch had expelled them out 
of che greateſt part of the Indies. fill have a 
Forrrels in it, but their Garriſon is ſmall, as indeed 
they are not able to keep a very one. Beſides , 
their beſt way to maintain them in this Poſt 
to ingratiate themſelves with the Chaneſe, by a 
obſeq ioulnels to all their Commands, which do 
very wiſely. The Town, it I may fo call a few Hou- 
ſes not incloſed wich any Walls, is buile on a narrow 
uneven Soil, on the Point of a ſmall Iſland which 
commands a good Road where Ships, by che means 
ol ſeveral other lictle Iſlands which lye to the er; 
ov 
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; and tho' the Portugueſe 
a Form of Government among them- 
obey the Mandarines in whatloever 
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do underhand fell their Commodities by che means of 
their Brokers. 

The Province of Fokiew adjoyning to that of Can- 

tos has another celebrated Haven, which they call E- 

mou, from the Iſland which forms ir, for it is pro- 

but a Road lockt in on the one hand 

by the Comninen and on the over bythe aid and 

Ships ride here ſecure, and the Banks (o 

- they may come as near the Shoar as they 

will, The late great im 


hen £ that 
City, invices to it a able number of People, 
and this Poſt has been j of ſuch a Conſequence, 
that the Emperor has for 1 
Garriſon of fix or ſeven a Chi-_ 


wſe Commander, 

The fourth called Nimpe, lyes in the moſt Eaſter. 
ly part of Chains : There it was we landed. The En- 
trance is very difficult, and wholly impracticable to 
great Veſſels , the Bar at the higheſt Tides not being 
above 15 Foot under Water. That Place is neverthe- 
leſs very well traded, for thence they make a ſpeedy 
Voyage to Fopen, —_— 
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to Nang ezobs. preſs brane boy a. 
and Ws, which they Exchange for Gold, Si 
Nimpe is a City of the firſt Clafs, and was in for- 
mer times very remarkable, but has been 
maged by the late Wars ; however , it daily regains 
| of its former Splendour ; the Walls are in a 
Condition, the City and Suburbs well inhabi- 
ted, and the Garriſon pretty numerous. The Town 


made of one only Stone placed on an irregular Baſs. 
In fome this Beſs is not to be ſeen whether they ne- 
ver had any, or that thro' Age it was funk into the 
Ground, They have no «ls , but the Trunk b 
Faftned into the Archirrove, if we will give that Name 
to ſome Figures over the Pillars. The Frize is better 
diſtinguiſhed, but too high in proportion to the reſt ; 
they adorn it with Inſcriptions, Figures and Emboſſed 
Sculptures of a wonderful beauty ,with Know wrought 
looſe one within another, with Flowers curiouſly car- 
ved, and Birds flying as it were from the Stone, which 
in my Mind are Maſter-pieces. 

Not that all theſe Arches are of this make : Some 
are fo ordinary that they are not worth the 
but others there are which cannot enough be 
Inſtead of a Corniſh, Op have before and behind 
large flat Marble Stones like Pent-houſes There art 
ſo many of theſe Monuments at Nimpo, that in ſome 
places they are more a Trouble then an Omament, 
tho' at a Diſtance they make an agreeable ProfſpeR. 

t bave omitted the Haven of Navkm, which, me- 


: 


ver Kiaw ſhould have been firſt in order ; but not a- 
ny Ships put in there at prefent. I do not know whe. 
ther the Mouth of the ſaid River is now choaked up 
with Sand ; but fare I am, cha the whote Fleee of 
that famons Pyrar who beſieged Nankin during the 
late Troubles, paſſed it wicthour any difficulty ; and 
perhaps it is to prevent any ſuch Accident for the fu- 
ture, that the Chineſe will nor make uſe of it, chat by 


= 


may grow ont of knowledge. 

, hy Lord, Sin al what may be faid of 

Ports, Fortrefſcs and Cities of Chins, the namber 

which is © great, that ſcarce can a Traveller di- 
iſh them, they lye {o thick together. Theres 

ſore the Chme/e ha ever that no Nation in 
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we. The Chmeſe indeed were forne- 

thing excuſable in this Point, fince they knew of no. 

—__ _—_- the Seas of Fapen and Forefts of Tarts- 

7% t what we have told 'erv, That the ef? had 
irs 


exceeds theirs , has very much humbled chem, being 
not a little vexed that their Title to the Unzerſe! 
Monarchy ſhould now be queſtioned, after having en- 
joyed it above 4000 years. 

Our Comfort, My Lord, is, that theſes proud Ci. 
ties which filed themſelves Ladies of the Univerſe, 
have been forced ro their Gates to the Goſpel, 
and art part! tradty cus Re- 

« that dwelt i=» bigh * Thiah:6. x. 


manner brought low the lofty Cities. 
Tho, ir foe her nth ——_—_ 


thro' Negligence, or an ill- ground@) Cowardice, they 
fail of rendring the Inhabitants of choſe vaſt Cities a 
Holy Nation. Hitherto, thro' God's good Grace, the 
Miniſters of the Gofel have not been aſhamed of their 
Profſeſhon, not betore the Pagan Magiſtrates ; and 
when forced by a long Exile to quit tlicir beloved 
Churches, they all might with St. Paul fay, Tow know 
I bave endeavoured to ſerve the Lord im all bunnlity, with 
many tear1, and norwubft the Croſesr I have met 
with from the Heathen ; that I bid mothimng from you 
that might be to your advantage, ne binder ance bring fhroug 
enough to prevent my preaching it both m pub'ick and pre- 
wate ; but rather admoniſhing you all to | proiiemt cowards 
God, and faithful to owr Lord fFejas Chrill. 

| know tha: thoſe who have Compoſed whole Vo- 
lumes to cry down our Catholick Miftons, will not 
agree to whar | have ſaid. Men, who have once pro» 
{Te cthemilcives Enemics to the Octhodax Doctrine, 
atrack ic every where, and make it cheir Buſinch to 
Ninder luch as preach it ; But it may be a Complorr 
to us, that we have no other Adverſaries but thols 
who are fuch to cur Church,and that we are only bla- 
med by thoſe whole Praiſe would be a Reproach to 
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To the Comt de Cn ecvry. 


Of the Clime, Soil, Candle, Rivers and 
Fruits of China. 


My Lord, 
H E French Miſſionaries to Chias , are fo 
highly obliggd to your whole Family, that 
among the moſt important Commands,they 

have honoured me with for Exrepe, that of returni 
you their hearty Thanks was carneſtly recom 
to my Care. 

I know, Afy Lard, that how great foever your Fa- 
yours may have been,your ſeveral Employments, and 
the unbounded Application with which you ferve his 
Majeſty, have fomewhat curbed your Zeal. 

Bue whiat is not owing from us to that other Self of 

ours, ( pardon the Expreflion ) whom his Blood, 
ame, Wir, and a excellent Qualifications, 
do ſo confound with you, that we can fcarce diſtin- 
gviſh the one from the other ? In all our Travels in 
which ſome of us have already reckon'd above 40009 
Leagues, we have not made a Step without his Or- 
ders and Afiſtance. His Zeal has excited us to No- 
ble Enterprifes, his Prudence direted us how to car» 
ry them. on, his Courage ſtrengthned us againſt all 
Oppolitiong and I hope his unſkaken Conſtancy will 
ay 


ſhip ; and if I 
Converſation, I were to blame, to gire over 


reading, 

Chis being of a large Extent, the Nature of the 
Soil is different, according to its particular Situation, 
as ic lyes more or lefs Sourhwards. I can however af- 
lure your Lordſhip, that the leaſt of its filteen Pro- 
vinces, is ſo Populous and Fertile, that in Egrope it 
would make alone a conſiderable State; and a Prince 
who ſhould enjoy it,might have Wealkh and Subjetts 
enough to content a moderate Ambition. 

This Land, like all others, is divided into Hills and 
Plains ; but the latter are fo even that one would 
think the Chineſe tfhve ever fince the Foundation of 
their Monarchy been employ'd in ——_ but 
krelling them, and making them into Gar Hen 
e 


Top, that the Rain-water 
m—___—_ equaily, and not waſh down the Ground 
with its Seeds. 


Thus have, as it were, forced Nature by ma- 
king Artificial Plains, where ſhe had raiſed Moun- 
tains ; and a long Series of ſuch Hill ſurrounded and 
—_— , 1 may lay, with a hundred foch _ 

in h ast in Height,anc wv 
Soil bat fruitful as that xr þ oy beſt Cultivated Val- 
leys, mult needs make a very entertaining Landski 

It is erue that their Mountains are not tor the 
[Pong as ours, their Mould is rather Light, 

, and eaſily Cat; and what is moſt _—_— 
{o deep, that in moſt Provinces you may dig three or 
four hundred Feet in depth before you come to the 
Rock. This does not a lictle contribute to its good- 
nels, becauſe the continual Tranſpiration of Salt Spi- 
ris is ever renewing it, and thus endues the Soil with 
a perpetual Fertility. 

Nature has not however been equal in her Diſtri- 

bution, he was lefs laviſh to the Provinces of Cheng, 
Canton and Fokien. Yet even their Mountains 
are not wholly uſclefs, bearing all kind of T 
which grow tall and freight, and are fic for all ki 
of Building, eſpecially for Shipping. The Emperor 
reſerves ſome for his private uſe, and ſometimes ſends 
300 Leagues for Trees of a prodigiogs bignes,of which 
_ makes Pillars to his Temples or other Publick 
ildi 
The alſo trade much in them, for —_— 
[ 
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lopt off all the Branches, they tye $© or 100 of them 
together, and faſten ſo many ſuch Rows one behind 
another as reach almoſt a Mile, which chey drag in 
that manner along the Rivers and 

have fold all ; for they build them lictle convenient 
Houſes on theſe kind of Floats, where the Timber- 


have other Mountains which are of a great- 
er and more publick Adv Thoſe produce I- 
ron, Tin, Brafs, Mercury, and Silver. Ir is 
true, the Silver Mines are not now made uſe of, whe- 
ther they think the Empires ſufficiently ſtocked with 
it, or that they are unwilling to Sacrifice the Lives of 
poor People, by purting them upon fo laborious and 
dangerous a Task. 

As for their Gold the Torrents waſh a great quan- 
tiry away into the Plains, which proves the occaſion 
of a great many Peoples livelyhood, who have no o- 
ther Occupation then to look for it among the Sand 
and Mud, where they find it fo pure, that it need 
no Refining as at Pers. 

If you will believe the Chineſe, who themiclves are 
Credulous to an Excels, their Mountains have won- 
derful Properties. Some, they fay, are ever covered 
with while others always continue Calm and 
Serene. Some produce none but ufetul, wholeſome 
Herbs, while not a rank poyſonous Weed can grow 
there. They affirm that a Hill in the Province of 
4 is ſhaped like a Cock, and Crows fometimes fo 

as to be heard three Leagues off ; and that ano- 

ther in that of Foukzew,noves too and fro when a Storm 
g—_— like a Tree agitated with the Wind. 
Heads of others are cover'd with a conti- 

nual Froſt ; and there is one in the Province of X- 
«mſi, called the Dragon-Tiger, becaule the Bone: = 


be prin. rrne Cnr the whole Ex- 


tent of which is nothing elle but -y q—_y 
wr Ys big, that its Eyes are 

z and its ret 
ho ry op edted> 1 a Wa 


c 
manſhip, bar they would nes cenelaly have made its 
Noe fo big, who love theirs ſhould be little, which 


Province of Howkaw has this ſtrange property, that 
ie makes ay— that ſhould chey ſteal any 
thing on it, it would be impoſlible for them to go 
off wich their Boory ; whereas an caſic Egreks and Re- 
grels is allowed to ſuch as come thither with an Ho- 
neſt Mind. 

Chins abounds in fuch like Carioſicies which ſome 
of our Philoſophers admire,and endeavour to reduce 
to Natural Principles, but I ſhould rather adviſe chem 
to leave that Diſcuſſion to the Chmeſe, who being the 
Authors, ſhould beſt know the Caulcs of thele fancied 


The idleſt Dream, and that to which they give 
moſt Faich, is, That there is a Dragon of an extra- 
ordinary ſtrength and Sovereign Power. It is in Hea- 
ven, in the Air, on the Warers, and uſually among 
the Mountains. They allo believe that in Moun- 
tains live a fort of Men which chey call the Immertal 
Race, believing really that they never dye ; and fome 
are io infatuated with this ridiculous Opinion, that 
they wander among thoſe Rocks, and there looke 
themſelves in queſt of Immortalicy. There are c- 
voral famous Grotte's, —_— 

cer 
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auſtere Life ; but for a few that behave themſelves 
well, abundance thro' their execrable Vices, are growri 

ible to Perſons of Quality , and Odious to 
-—— who only tolefate them, thro” a miſtaken 


The moſt famous Temples are alſo buile on Monn- 
tains. Pilgrims repair thither from 4200 Leagues off, 
and their Number is ſometimes ſo great , that the 
Roads are crowded with them. The Women eſpe- 
cially are very cxa& in the performance of this piece 
of Devotion, for having no other Opportutiicy of 
going abroad, they are glad of that Pretext. But 
theſe Holy Travels being ſomewhat prejudicial to 
their Vertue,cheir Husbands are not over-well pleaſed 
at it ; therefore only your ordinary fort of Women 
perform theſe Journeys ; bur as for Perſons of Quali- 
ty, they force their Wives Zeal into a narrower Com- 
pals. 
If afrer having viewed their Mountains, we take a 
Proſpet of their Plains, it muſt be confeſſed that no 
Art can equal their Natural Beauty. They are all 
Cultivated, and have neither Hedge nor Dirch, nor 
ſcarce a Tree, fo much they are atraid of lofng an 
mch of Ground. In moſt Provinces they make Har. 
relt ewice a year,and between thole ewo >calons they 
bw Herbs and Pulſe. 

All the Northern and Weſtern Provinces, as Pekin, 
Chenſs, Chenſi, Sout chonen, bear Wheat, Barley, feve=- 
ral kinds of Miller, and Tobacco, with black and yel- 
bw Peaſe, with which they feed Horſes as we do 
with Oats, Thole to the South, eſpecially Honguars, 
Nankin, and Shekiams are fruirtul in Rice, it being 2 
bw, watry Country. The Hutbandmen at firſt ſow 
x diſorderly like ottier Corn, and when it is grown a- 
boot ewo Feet from the Ground,they pull ic up by the 
Roog, and cranſplantitin a ſtrait Line, in ſmall par- 
«h hke licthe Sheaves, checkerwile, chac the Ears may 
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ſupport each other, and the eaſier reſiſt the Wind; 
ſo that theſe Plains look more like ſpacious Gardens 
than a plain Field, 

The Soil is proper for all manner of Fruits; it bears 
Pears, Apples, Aprticocks, Peaches, Figs, Grapes of 
all kind, and elpecially excellent Mulcadines. There 
are allo Pomegranates, Walnuts, Chelnuts , and ge- 
nerally all that we have in Exrope, Their Ohves are 
different from ours ; they preſs no Oyl out-.of them, 
becauſe, perhaps, they are not fit for that purpoſe, or 
that the Chineſe have not yet thought of it. Their 
Fruit generally ſpeaking, is not near ſo good as ours, 
being wholly a to the Art of Grakting. But 
they have three kind of Melans which all arc excel 
lent : The firſt are ſmall, yellow within, and of a 
Iweet Sugar-taſte, which they cat with the Rind @ 
we do an Apple: 1 have not met with choſe any 
where but in the Province of Chenſi, The others are 
very big and long, their inſide being of ſome white, 
and of others red ; tho” they are full of a cooling Juice 
which caſtes like Sugar, chey never prove offenſive, 
and may be eaten during the greateſt Heats of Sum- 
mer, withour tear of a Surftcir ; choſe are called Wa 
ter-Mclons. The third fort are like our ordinary Me- 
lons. 

Beſides the Fruits which they have in common 
with us, others grow there which are not known in 
Europe. The moſt delicate they call Lacks, and is 
found in the Province of Canton. It is as big as a Nut, 
the Stone is long and big, and the Meat on it folt 
and wateriſh, bur ot a moſt dilicious Taſte ; I know 
nor any Fruit in Exrope that comes near it, All ths 
is incio{-4 in a rough china Rhind, and the whole i 
ſhaped like an Egg. It is unwholeſome to eat a quaty 
tity, and of {» hot a nature, as to caule a Man 
whole Body to break out into Pimples. The Chin 
dry ic with the Rhind, and chap it grows black and 

mn 
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rinkled like our Prunes, and fo it is preſerved and eat 
all the year round, being uſed eſpecially in Tea, to 
which it gives a little ſharp Taſte,more agreeable chan 
that of Sugar. 

In the fame Province, and in that of Fokien,grows 
another ſmall Fruit which they call Lowyen , Dragen':- 
Eye. The Tree that bears it is large as thoſe which 
produce our Walnuts. This Fruit is exactly round, 
the outer Rhind ſmooth and grey, bur as it ri- 
pens it grows yellowiſh. The Meat is white, ſoweriſh, 
and very full of Juice, and is firter for a Deſlere to 
thoſe who have well dined, then to fatisfie the hun- 
gry Stomach : It is very cool and inoffenſive. 

The 8cxe, —_—— _ of Fruit _—" China, 

$ almoſt in all parts of it ; of this, as of Apples, 
mm ſeveral kinds. Thoſe in the Southern Pro= 
vinces taſte much like Sugar, and melt in ones Mouth. 
In the Provinces of —_— Chenſi, it is more firm, 
bigger, and may eaſier be preſerved. The Rhindof 
the former is clear , ſmooth, tranſparent, and of a 
ſhining red Colour, eſpecially when the Fruit is ripe. 
Some are in ſhape like an Egg , but uſually bigger, 
the Pips black and flat, and the Meat very watery 
and almoſt liquid, which they fuck our at one of the 
ends. When they are dried like oar Figs they be+- 
come mealy, but in time chere grows a fort of a fu- 
gar'd Cruft npon them , from which they receive a 
moſt delicious flavour. 

Thoſe in Chanſt are, as I have faid, much more 
firm, their Meat being like that of our Apples, bur of 
a different Colour. Thoſe they cicher gather early 
to ripen them on the Straw, or dip in fſcalding Wa- 
ter, to free '*em of an ill fower Taſte which they have 
a firff gathering. The Chineſe are not over careful of 
this Fruit, it being a Natural Product of the Earth 
which grows in any Soil. But did they endeavour 
i& bring it co perfection I. + I queſtion 

2 not 


T7 Y 


100 Of the Clime, Soil, Canals, Rivers 


not but it might be made an excellent one. 

[ purpoſely omit their Anen's, Gojaves, Cocos and 
other Fruits, for which they are indebted to the Is- 
dies, and which have been abundantly deſcribed in o- 
ther Relations; but I cannot pals by their Oranges, 
commonly known with us by the Name of Chime O- 
ranges, becauſe the firſt we law of that kind came 
jrom thence. The firſt and only Tree out of whoſe 
Stock all ours are (aid to be produced , is ſtill prefer- 
ved at Laubon in the Garden of the Count de Sr. Law 
rence, and we are, indeed, beholding to the Portupurſe 
for that Delicious Fruit; but they brought only ot one 
kind over, tho' there be ſeveral in Chine. 

That which is moſt valued, and ſent as a Rarity 
to the Iedies, is no bigger than the Balls with which 
they uſually play at Billiard ; the Rhind is of a red- 
diſh yellow, fine, clear, and very ſmooth. Yet the 
bigger fort ſeem to me the beſt ; Thoſe of Canton elpe- 
cially are very agreeable both to our Palate and Con- 
ſticution. They are commonly given to ſick People, 
being trft foitned with the fire , then filled with Su- 
gar, which incorporating with their Juice, makes a 
rery iweer wholſome Syrup, then which nothing can 
be better for the Lungs. I know not how to diltin- 
guilh chem from thoſs we have in Provence, and that 
are brought from Portage! ; unle's by their being more 
ficm, that they are not eafily parted from the Rhind, 
neither are they divided into Segments like ours, tho' 
elſe they do not differ in ſhape. 

When | was at Siaw, moſt of my Country-men 
were tranſported with the goodnebs of certain Oran- 
ges whoſe Rhind is rough, thick, almoſt all over 
green. They may perhaps bewilling to know if Chi- 
»s can ſhew any as good. As to matter of Taſte, a 
Man docs not always agree with himſelf, much lef 
can he do fo with others. All I can ſay to ir is, that 
each is excellent in irs kind, and that uſually the laſt 
eaten ſcem beſt caſted, Lemons, 
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Lemons, Citrons, and what che Indians call Pam” 
pelamonſes, are very common there, and therefore yo\ 


ſo much regarded as in Ewrope ; but they Cultivat,> _ 
with a great deal of Care a particular Species of Le*<24n71 2 


mon- Trees, whoſe Fruit being no bigger then a Wal 
nur, perfealy round, green and ſoweriſh withal, are 
excellent in all kind of Ragouſts ; and theſe Shrubs 
=p uiten plant in Boxes to adorn their Courts and 
Hall therewith. 

Bur of all che Trees that grow in Chima,that which 
produces Tallow is in my Opinion the moſt prodigi- 
ous. This very Propoſition is no doubt (ſurpriſing , 
and there being no where elſe any thing like it, will 
ſeem a Paradox ; yet there is nothing more true, and 
perhaps, My Lord, a | — Account of the Na- 
ture and Properties of (o extraordinary a Tree, will 
not be unwelcome. 

It is about the height of our Cherry-Trees ; the 
Branches are crooked, the Leaves ſhaped like a Hearr, 
of a lively brisk red,ics Bark ſmooth, the Trunk ſhorr, 
and the Head round and very thick. The Fruit is 
incloſed within a Rhind divided into three zzgments, 
which open when it is ripe, and diſcover three white 
Kernels of the bigneſs of a ſmall Nur. All che Bran- 
ches are very thick of it ; and this mixture of white 
and red makes at a diſtance the fineſt Proſpect in the 
World ; the Fields, where theſe Trees are planted, 
which ctey uſually are in a direct Line and Checkers 
wiſe, ſhewing afar off like a vaſt Parterre of Flower» 
Pots. 

But the wonder is, that this Kernel has all the qua- 
licties of Tallow ; irs Odour, Colour, and Conſfilten- 
&y ; and they allo make Candles ot it, ——_ a 
lietle Oyl when they mele it to make the Stutk more 
_ If they knew how to purifi? it as we do our 

allow here, I doubt not but their Candles might be 
s good as ours,but they make _ very —— 
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ſo that their Smell is much ſtronger, their Smoak 
thicker, and their Light dimmer than ours. 

L is crue, the Fauit does not a little lye in the 
Wick; for inſtead of Cotton, tho' they are well 
ſtocked with that Commodity, they ule a finall ſtick 
of a diy light Wocd, wrapt round with the inner 
part of a Ruſh, which is very porous, and thereby 
hucd for the Filtration of the ſmall Particles of that 
greaſic Matter by which the Flame is preſerved, This 
wooden Wiek, beſides that it does not burn fo clear 
as Cotton, increaſes the Smoak, and cauſcs an offen- 
live Smell. 

Among the Trees peculiar to the Country 1 am 
ſpcaking of, I muſt not omit thole which bear Pep- 

r, not like that which we make ule of in Zarope, 
- another fort of Seeds induced with the lame quali- 
ties, They grow on a Tree like thole who bear our 
Walnuts, about as big as a Pea, and of a greyiſh 
Colour, with little red ſtreaks. When they are ripe 
they open of themſclves, and diſcover a little Stone 
as black as Jet, caſting fo ſtrong a ſmell very offen- 
five to the Head, for which reaſon they gather them 
by intervals, not being able to remain on the Tree 
any conſiderable time. Having expoſed thele Grains 
io the Sun, they caſt away the Stone which is too 
Lot 21! ſtrong, and only uſe the reſt, which tho' 
not quite {5 agreeable as our Pepper, is however of 
good ulc in Sauces 

L hall add, Ay Lord, that you may better judge 
ot che Fertility ol that vaſt Empire, that there is no 
place in the World like it for the abundance of Root 
and Pullz ; it is almoſt the only Food of the Inhaby- 
tants, who omit nothing to have them good, It 
would be to tedious to give you a Liſt of all thoſe 
Oiftcremt Herbs ; tor beſides thole we have here, their 
Ground brings forth ſeveral others unknown to us, 
on which they fer a greater value, Their Care and 
Dexterity 
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Dextecicy herein is beyond all cur Gardners perfor- 
mances ; and it our Parterre excels theirs,they exceed 
vs in their Kirchin Garden, 

Tho” this Subje&t, common in it felf and not worth 
your notice, yields no great Rarity, I cannot forbear 
ſpeaking of a kind of Onions which | have ſeen ; they 
do not leed like ours; but rowards the latter end of 
the Seaſon their Leaves bear fome fmall Filaments, in 
the midſt of which is a white Onion like that in the 
Ground. This does in time produce its Leaves, and 
thoſe a like Head, and fo on, which grow lefs and 
ſhorter as they are farther from the Ground; the 
Dimenſions are fo juſt, and the Proportions fo 
exact, that one would think them Artificially done ; 
and it ſeems as if nature were minded to ſhew us that 
; Sporting, it can exceed the Skill of the niceſt 

reift, 

If what has been written of what they call Perf 
were true, it would be a great wonder. It is a 
kind of Leer, that grows under Water, whoſe 
Root is faſtned ro a white Matter covered with a red 
Skin, that divides it felt into ſeveral Heads, which 
when freſh, caſte like a {mall Nur. I have been aflu- 
red that it has this Property, that it foltens Braſs, and 
as it were renders it catable, it a piece of the Mera] 
be pat into the Mouth with one of this Plane. 

Fhis ſeemed the ſtranger to me, becauſe the Juice 
which iſſues from ic is very mild and cooling, and 
not endued wich any of thoſe Corrofive qualities which 
ſeem neceſſary to work fuch an Effet. As ſoon as 
we were arrived at Ham chiows , where this Perfs is 
much caten, we had the Curiofiry to enquire into 
the truth of it ; and to that purpoſe rook a piec2 of 
their Money, which was made of a very brittle fore 
of Molen Braſs, and wrapt it up in a lice of this 
Root, One of us who had ſtronger Teeth than the 
reſt, broke ir into ſeveral pieces, which the others, 
| H 4 lgath 
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loath to ſtrain cheir Jaws , had not been able to do : 
But thele broken pieces were as hard as ever, which 
made us think that the Root had indeed no other Vir- 
tue then that by being wraptup round theBraſs it ſaved 
tis Teeth 5; which a piece of Leather might have 
Gone as well, We often repeated the Experiment at 
Kiabin, but with no better ſucces; fo true it is that 
thele mighty Wonders ſhould be heard ewice, before 
they are once believed. 

Tho" Chins were not of it ſelf fo fruictul a Coun- 
ny as | have repreſented it , the Canals which are 
cut thro” it, were alone ſufhcient to make it fo. Bur 
beſides their great ulefulnels in that, and the way ot 
Trae, they add allo much Beauty to it. ihey are 
generally of a clear, deep and running Water, that 
glides fo ſoftly, that it can ſcarce be perceived. There 
15 one ulually in every Province , which is to it in» 
ſtcad of a Road; and runs between wo Banks, buile 
up with flat courſe Marble Stones , bound together 
by others which are let into them , in the ſame man» 
ner as we ule to faſten our ſtrong wooden Boxes at 
the Corners 

S0 little Gare was taken, during the Wars, to pre 
ſerve Works of Publick Uſe, that this, tho” one of the 
Nobleſt in the Empire, was ſpoiled in ſeveral places, 
which is a great pity ; for they are of no little uſe, 
both to keepin the Waters of theſe Canals, and for 
thole to walk on who drag the Boats along. Beſides 
thele Cawſcys they have the conveniency of a great 
many Bridges for the Communication ot the © 
ſite Shoars z ſome are of three; ſome five, and 
leven Arches, the middlemoſt being always extraor- 
dina'y high, that the Boats may go through without 
putting down their Maſls Thecie Arches are built 
with large pieces of Stone or Marble, and very well 
1.amed, the Supporters well fitted, and the Piles fo 
{mall tkat one would think them at a diſtance to hang 
; 'n 
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in the Air. Theſe are frequently mer with, not be- 
far alunder, and the Canal being ſtraic, as they 
lly are, it makes a Proſpedtive at once ſtately and 
agreeable. 

This great Canal runs out into ſmaller ones on &i- 
ther ſide, which are again ſubdivided into ſmall Ri- 
vulets,that end at fome great Town or Village. Some- 
times they diſcharge themlelves into ſome Lake or 
great Pond, out of which all the adjacent Country is 
watered. Sothat theſe clear and plentiful Streams, 
embelliſhed by ſo many fine Bridges, bounded by ſuch 
neat and convenient Banks, equally diſtributed into 
luch vaſt Plains, covered with a numberiels multi- 
trade of Boats and Barges, and crowned (if 1 may uſe 
the Exprefſion) with a prodigious number of Towns 
and Cities, whoſe Dirches it fills , and whoſe Streets 
it forms, does at once make that Country the moſt 
Fruitful and the moſt Beauritul in che World. 

Surpriſed and as it were aſtoniſhed at fo Noble a 
Sight, I have ſometimes bore a ſecret Envy to Ching 
in Ewrope's behalf, which muſt own that it can boaſt 
nothing in that kind to be compared to the former. 
What would ic be then, if chat Art which in the 
wildeſt and moſt unlikely Places has raiſed magnifi- 
cent Palaces, Gardens and Groves, had been employ- 
ed in that rich Land, to which Nature has been la- 
viſh of her moſt precious Gitts. 

The Chineſe ſay their Country was formerly totally 
overflowed , and that by main Labour they drained 
the Water by cutting it a way thro' theſe uſetul Ca- 
nals. If chis be crue; I cannoc enough admireyat once 
the Boldnels and Induſtry of their Workmen who 
have thus made great Artificial Rivers, and of a kind 
of a Sea, as it were created the moſt Fertile Plains in 
the World. 

It will ſcarce be believed, that Men fo ignorant in 
the Principles of Phyſicks, and the Art —— 
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could bring ſuch a Work as that to PerieRion ; yet 
it is certain that theſe Canals are natural, For they 
are uſually ſtrait, the Diſtribution is equal and order- 
ly ; there are Flood- gates made for the Rivers to let 
in their Water at, and others to let it out when they 
are too full ; fo that it cannot be doubted but that 
the Chmeſe are only beholding to their own Induſtry 
for that great Conveniency. 

all thoſe Canals in the Southern Provinces, 
one above the rett is called the Great Canal, becaule it 
thro' the whole Country from Canton , which 
yes Southwards to Pekka , fituated in the moſt Nor- 
therly parts of the Empire. You muſt only travel a 
ſhort days Journey by to croſs the Hill Moilin , 
that does on one fide bound the Province of Kiemſe. 
From this Mountain iflue two Rivers ; one runs South- 
wards to the Sea , and the other Northwards as far as 
the River of Nankm, whence by the yellow Rover, and 
ſeveral Canals, you may proceed by Water to the ve- 
ry Mountaios of Tartery. 

But, by reaſon in this huge Extent of Ground, of 
above tour hundred Leagues in length , the Earth is 
not Level, or, hath not a Deſcent proportionable to 
the Emanation of the Waters, it was neceflary to fer 
a great number of Sluices awork. They call them 
ſo in the Relations, notwithſtanding they be much 
different from ours. They are Water-falls, and as it 
were certain Torrents, that are | ___ from one 
Canal into another, more or lefs rapid, according to 
the difference of cheir Level : Now,to cauſe the Barks 
to aicend,they make ofe of a great Company of Men, 
who are maintained for that purpole near the Sluice. 
Alter they have drawn Cables to the right and lett to 
lay hold of the Bark, in fuch a manner that it cannot 
eſcape from them ; they have ſeveral ans, by 
the help of which they raile it by little lietle, by 
the main force of their Arms, till ſuch time as it _ 
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the upper Canal, in a Condition to continue its 
Voyage whither it is bound. This fame Labour iste- 
dious,toilſome,and exceeding dangerous. They would 
be wonderfully furpriled, ſhould they behold with what 
calinels one alone, who opens and ſhurs the Gates 
of our Sluices, makes the longeſt and heavieſt laden 
Barks ſecurely to aſcend and deſcend. 

I have obſerved in ſome Places in Chmes, where the 
Waters of two Canals or Channels have no Commu- 
nication together ; yet for all that, they make the 
Boats to pals from the one to the other,nowicthſtand- 
ing the Level may be different above fifteen Foot : 
And this is the way they go to work. Ar theend of 
the Canal they have buile a double Glaes, or floping 
Bank of Free-ſtone, which uniting at the Point, ex- 
tends it ſelf on both ſides up to the Surface of the 
Water. Whenthe Bark is in the lower Channel they 
hoiſt ic up by the help of ſeveral Capſtanes to the 

lane of the firſt Glacs, fo far, till being raiſed tothe 

oint, it falls back again by its own weight along the 
ſecond Glacs, into the Water of the upper Channel, 
where it skuds away during a pretty while Jike an Ar- 
row out of a Bow ; and they make it deſcend aker 
the ſame manner proportionably.l cannot imagine how 
theſe Barks, being commonly very long and heavy 
Laden, eſcaps being ſplit in the middle, when they 
are poiſed in the Air upon this Acute Angle ; for, con- 
fidering that length, the Lever muſt needs make 3 
ſirange effe& upon it ; yet do I not hear of any ill 
Accident happen thereupon. I have paſt a preny 
many times that way, and all the Caution they cake, 
when they have a mind to go aſhoar, is, to tye ones 
feli faſt ro ſome Cable for tear of being from 
Prow to PaDp. 

We meet with no ſuch Slaices in the Grand Canal, 
becaule the Emperor's Barks , that are as large as our 
Frigots, could not be raiſed by force of Arm, ney; 
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and would infallibly be ſplit in the Fall, all the diffi 
culry conſiſts in aſcending back again upon theſe Tor- 
rents, of which I have ſpoken ; yer this is what they 
perform ſucceflively, tho” not wichour fome Trouble 
and Expence. 

The Canal to fail upon, was neceſſary for the 
Tranſportation of Grain and Stuffs, which they 
ferch trom the Southern Provinces to Pekin. There 
are, if we may give Credit to the Chmmeſes, a Thou- 
ſand Barks, from Eighty to an Hundred Tun, that 
make a Voyage once a year, all of chem Freighted 
for the Emperor, without counting hoſe of particular 
Perſons, whoſe number is infinice. When theſe pro- 
digious Fleers ſet out, one would think they carry the 
Tribute of all the Kingdoms of the EzH, and that 
one of theſe Voyages alone was capable of ſupplying 
all Tartary where-withal to Subſiſt for ſeveral years; 
yer for all that Pekin alone hath the benefit of it ; and 
it would be as good as nothing, did not the Province 
contribute beſides to the Maintenance of the Inhabi- 
tants of that vaſt City. 

The Chineſe: are not only content to make Channels 
for the Convenience of Travellers , but they do alſo 
dig many others to catch the Rain-water, wherewith 
they water the Fields in time of Drought , more e+ 
ſp=cially in the Northecn Provinces. During the 
whole Summer, you may tice your Country Peo- 
ple buſicd in raiſing this Water into abundance 
of ſmall Dicches, which they contrive acroſs the 
Fields. In other placzs they contrive great Re- 
ſervatories of Turf, whoſe Bottom is raiſed above 
the Level of the Ground about ic, to ſerve them in 
Caſe of Neceflicy. Beſides that , they have every 
where in Chen: and Chanſi, tor want of Rain, certain 
Pits from Twenty to an Huadied foor deep , from 
which they draw Water by an incredible Toil. Now 
if by chance they meet with a Spring of Water, it is 
| worth 
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worth obſerving how cunningly t husband it; 
they Suſtain it by Banks in the hi me ny 
turn it here and there an Hundred different ways, 
that all the Country may the benefic of ic ; they 
divide it, by drawing it by degrees , according as &- 
very one hath occaſion for it, infomuch that a ſmall 
Rivulet, well managed, does ſometimes produce the 
Fertility of a whole Province. 

The Rivers of Chae are no leſs conſiderable then 
its Canals, there are two eſpecially, which the Rela- 
tions have made famous. The firſt is called Kiew or 
Yamge, which they commonly Tranſlate the Sew of 
the Sea : But I am afraid they are miſtaken ; for the 
Letter the Chineſe: uſe for to write Tam is different 
from ther which ſignifies the Sea.altho' the Sound and 
Pronunciation may have ſome Affinity : Amongſt fe- 
veral ſignifications that this Letter may have, that 
which they gave it in former times makes for our 
purpole. Under the Reign of the Emperor Ta it 
ſignified a Province of Cle, limited by this River 
on the North; and it is ſomewhat probable that they 
gave this ſame Nameto the River,becauſe that Prince 
drain'd all the Water that overflow'd the whole Coun- 
ery into if. 

This Floud takes irs riſe in the Province of Tuwnes, 
croſſes the Provinces of Sourchonen, Houquam, and 
Nankin ; and after it hath watered four Kingdoms 
far and wide for 400 Leagues together it diſimbogues 
into the Eaſt-Sea over againſt the Iſle of Tqgowmman, 
caſt up at ics Mouth by the Sands which ic carries a- 
long with it ; the Chmeſes have a Proverb amongſt 
them that ſays , The Seas bath mo 
bound; and the Kiam bath no bottom. * Hai vou pim: 
And, in truth, in ſome places there Kam vou ti. 
is none to be found ; in others they 
pretend there is Two or Three hundred Fathom wa- 
ter, I am neverthele(s perſwaded that their _ 
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that carry not above Fifry or Sixty Fathom Cord at 
longeſt, never had the Curioſity ro Sound fo deep as 
Three hundred Fathom ; and the impoflibilicy of 
finding the bottom with their ordinary Plummet, is 
ſufficient, in my opinion, to incline them to fuch like 
Hyperboly's. 

I have many times failed upon this River ; I have 
moreover taken a diligent account of its Courſe and 
Breadth from Nenkin, tothe Mouth of another River, 
into which Men enter to purſne the way to Cantos. 
It is off of Newkin Thirty Leagues from the Sea, a 
betle half League broad ; the Paſſage along it is 
come dangerous ; and becomes more and more infa- 
mous every day for its Shipwracks. In ics Courſe, 
which is exceeding rapid, it forms a great number of 
Iles, all of cher very beneficial to the Province, by 
reaſon of that multitude of Ball-raſhes Ten or Twelve 
loot high that ic produceth, ſerving for Fuel to all the 
Cities thereaboutrs ; for they have ſcarce Wood e- 
nough for Buildings and They yield a great 
Revenew, and the Emperor draws conſiderable Du- 
thes from them. 

The River which the Torrents of the Mountains 
do ſometimes ſwell extraordinarily, grow fo rapid, 
that many times they bear away the Iles with them, 
or leſſen them by the half ;*and for the fame reaſon 
form other new ones in ſome other place; and one 
cannot but admire to ſee them change place in fach a 
ſhort time, juſt as if by diving, they had paſt under 
Water from one place to another ; that does not al- 
ways come to pals : Bat there is obſerved fuch con- 
fiderable Change every year, that the Mandarin: lealt 
they ſhould be miſtaken, ger chem to be meaſured e- 


Three years, to au , or diminiſh the Im- 
polls and Duties, ecteniing. 6s dhe Condicion they 
are found to be in. 
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than real Rivers. 
Extremity of the Mountains that bound the Province 
of Soutchours in the Weft + From thenes it throws it 
ſelf into Tartary, where it flows for ſome time all a- 
long the great Wall, at which it re-enters Chine be- 
wween the Province of Chan and Chen, After that 
it waters the Province of Henen ; and when it hath 
run crols one part of the Province of Nankin, and 
flowed above Six hundred Leagues into the Land , it 
diſimbogues at length into the Eaſt-Sea, noe far from 
the Mouth of Kiam. 1 —_ it, and coaſted ir 
in divers places ; it is every where very broad and ra- 
pid, yet Lore deep nor Lata Go of. 

This River hath in former cimes cauſed great Deſo- 
lation in Chis, and they are ſtill forced to this very 
day i keep up the Waters in certain places by long 
and ſtrong Banks, which notwithſtanding does not 
exempt the Cities thereabours from Appre 
Inmndation. 50 likewiſe have they been careful, in 
the Province of Henan, the Ground lying very low 
thereabouts, to ſurround the greateſt part of the Ci- 
ties, about a Mile from the Walk, with a Terrace , 
caſed with Turk, to prevent being furpriſed by Acci- 
dents and Caſualrics in cafe the be broken, as 
happened about Filty two years For the Empe- 
ror, endeavouring to force a Rebel (who, for a long 
time laid clole Siege to the City of Hmen) to draw 
off, cauſed one part of the Banks to be broken down, 
thereby ro drown the adverſe Army. But the Relief 
he attorded the City proved more than —_ 


>, 


8122 Of the Clime, Soil,Canalr, Rivers 
of the 


who at that time had a numerous Flock of Chriſtians ; 
there they, and their Church loſt their Lives. 

The Low Country ever fince is become a kind of 
a Marſhor Lake ; not but that they have ſome de- 
ſign to repair this loſs, but the Undertaking is dif 
cult and very expenſive. The Sovereign Court that 
takes care of Publick Works, importuned the Emperor 
more thafi once to fend Father Verbie#t thither, and 
peradventure,that Prince would have conſented there- 
to at laſt, but he diſcovered that the Mandarms made 
uſe of this pretence, to remove the Father at a di- 
ſtance from Court , and that their Deſign was to en- 
pR= in a difficulk Enterpriſe, that was enough to 

troy him; or out of which he could never have 
diſintangled himſelf wich any honour. 

There is to be ſeen in Chms abundance of other Ri- 
vers lels Famous, but yet more Commodious tor Coms 
merce and T rade. 

Since they afford nothing uncommon, it would be to 
abuſz your Patience, Ss, to deſcend to the Particn- 
lars. Asto what concerns Fountains, it were to bs 
wiſht there were more of them,and berrer. "Tis cer- 
tain that their uſual Waters are not good, which, per- 
haps, hath obliged the Inhabitants , eſpecially in the 
Southern Provinces, to drink it always warm ; but 
becauſe warm Water is unpalatable and nauſeous they 
berhought themſelves of putting fore Leaves of aTres 
wo it, to give it a Guſto, Thos of Tes leemed to be 
the beſt, and they frequently make uſe of it 

It may be alſo that God Almighty whoſe Providence 
hath fo univerſally provided for the Wants of his Peo+ 
ple, and if I may be bold ro lay it, for their Og 


—_ 2 Xa a .cuo. 
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uſe of it to Seafon Meat witt- 
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Salt would be ſufficient tor the 
were as Salt as that of the Sea; 
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"  Altho' I have not ſeen all thoſe famous Lakes in 

Chins, whereunto Hiſtorians aſcribe fo many Mira- 

cles, yer ſhall I relate ſomething, which 1 do not care 

to warrant for Goſpel ; which neverthelefs, will let 
underſtand the Genize of the Country, where 

People bo eaſy give Codic 10 what feems mod in- 


ln the Province of Fekien there is ene whoſe Water 

is green, and changes Iron into Copper. They have 
buile a Palace upon the Banks of another not tar di. 
ſlant from che former, in an Apartment of which one 
bears the ri of Bells every time Heaven cthrea- 
tens a Storm. re are Waters in the Province of 
Colour every year,in Summer and 

clear ; in Autumn they turn 

fine that People make ule of 


y 
is found a Lakeof Nature, that if one throw s 


Stone into it, one may hear a noiſe like Thunder ; 
ſometime after cthere ariſeth a groſs Miſt, which im. 
mediately difſolves into Water. 

But the mo} famous of them all, is, that of the 
Province of Tanner. The Chinges would make you 
believe that this Lake came all on the ſudden, during 
an Earthquake that ſwallowed up all the 
with its Inhabicants : This was a juſt upon 
them for their wickedneſs, for they were very di 
late Livers. Of all that were there at that time, t 
was but one Child that was ſaved, which 
in the middle of the Lake born up upon a p! 
Wood. 

In the Iſle of Haines, belonging to Chins, t 
a fort of Water, whether it be Lake or Fountain, 


* we Ld a —y 
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and Fruits of China, vig 
are fo far changed into Stone, that the Claws 


them are hard, ſolid, and lit- 
/ ) w of Nature 


mit hing that Lite ty- ws 
any t any to this Subjea) 

all che kinds of Fiſh that the Ri- 
them with, as well as r6o{ chat 
ir Coaſts ; but to tell you the 
not well enough informed to engage my 
Relation of them ; I have en, 
all the Fiſh in Chine, that we 


, no not ſo much as their 
Names ; that is all I can ſay 


; 
: 
7 


They are commonly of a fingers length, and of a 
proportionable thicknels;rthe Male is of a moſt delicate 
ted, from the head to the middle of the Body, and 
lurther ; the reſt, together with the Tail, is gilded ; 
bur with ſuch a glittering,and burniſhe Gold, that our 
real Gildings cannot come near it. The Female is 
white, its Tail, nay and one part of irs Body, per- 
kaly waſht over with Silver ; the Tail of both of 
them is not even and flat as rhar of other Fiſh , but 
faſhioned like a Noſegay, thick and and gives a 
FTarricular Grace tw this protry Animal, that "= 

1 off, 


116 Of the Clime, Soil, Canals, Rivers 


les on the ſides, that they may retire into it when 
it is very hot Weather,and by that means ſheker them- 


ter is to be changed ewoor three times a Week, yet 
ſo that freſh Water may be put in, according as the 
Baſin is emptied, which muſt never be left dry. If 
one be obliged to remove the Fiſh from one Vaſe to 
another, great care mult be taken not to touch them 
with the Hand ; all choke that are touched dye quick- 
ly alter, or ſhrivel up; you muſt for that 
make uf: of a lictle Thred Purſe, taften'd at the 

per end of a wooden Circle, into which they are in- 
ſenſibly ing ; when are Once into it 
ee +-rs gt Ber form hee fr res them, 


H: 


ties bu: lowly, and & 
the other Water. 


time they dilcharged che Cannon, or melted Pitch 
and Tar : Beſides, they live almoſt upon nothing; 
thoſe inſenſivle Worms that are bread in the Water, or 
that molt Terreſtrial Parts that are mixt with it, fub 
fice in a manner to keep them alive. They do, not 
withſtanding, throw in lictle Balls of Paſt now and 
then ; bur there is nothing better than a Wafer,hich 
licep't, makes a kind of Pap, of which they are e- 


- 
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greedy , which indeed is v oportiona- 
to their natural Delicacy and T ov" In hoc 


J 


Countries they 

be taken 

the Warer, which che Fiſh 

place them to the Sun, 
and there c them till the heat harcherh 
them ; the Fiſk come our of « black colour, which 
ſome of chem keep ever aker, but is changed by lit- 
tle and lictle in other Colours, into Red, White, Gold, 


Z 
L 


ilver, according to their different Kind : The 
Gold and Silver begins at the extremity of the Tail, 
and expand themlelves fomewhat more or leſs, ac- 
cording to their particular Diſpoſition. 
All this, Sir, and other Marvels of the Univerſe, 
makes us acknowledge the Finger of God every 
where, who for our lakes hach embelliſhed the World 
thouſand ways. He is noe only content to en- 
the Heavens, and enrich the Earth, but de- 
ends into the Abyſſes, into the very Waters ; he 
hath leſt fome Footſteps of his profound Wiſdom, and 
not to mention thoſe prodigious Monſters, that ſeem 
to be made to aſtoniſh Nature, he hath likewiſe crea- 
ted thoſe wonderful Fiſh | but now deſcribed, which, 
w little as they are, yet by their fingular Beaury are 
the Subje&t of our Admiration, and furniſh us with 
ome faint Ides's of the Greatneks of the wile Crea- 
Here I preſent you, Sr, in a Compendium, the 
Dranght, and as ic were the Map of chat Country, 
ich I deſign'd co give you ſome knowledge ot ; 
theſe are but the outſide, and it 1 may (© lay, but the 
Body of that Empire , whoſe Sul and Spirit is di- 
berſt through irs Lahabitancs. Peradvencure, when 
you ſhall have read what I have writ to you about ir, 
you will be apt to enquire what People they be who 
we ſo happy as to receive =_ greateſt, faireft, ns 
; mot 
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moſt fertile Portion of the Earth for their Inheritance; 
ſuch a Land, ina word , that it wants nothing to 
make it a real Land of Promiſe, but to be Cultivated 

by God's - br ws Pw ay and inhabited by rue Iredues in- 
#1 as the Hebrews had, but 
the Red. Sea and rm. to go through, probably 
Forty years might ſufhce to bring it under SubyeRion 
to the Goſpel : But that vaſt Extent of Seas , thoſe 
infinite and unpracticable Land Journeys, that were 
capable of putting a ſtop to Moſes and the Prophets , do 
allay the Zeal ot the Miniſters of Jelus Chriſt, and 
leflen the number of his New Apoſtles. 

Oh! that I could, as the Hebrews did, whom Afs- 
fr ſent to diſcover the Promiled Land , repreſent the 
immenſe Richnels, and moſt precious Harveſt that 
China promiſes to the Labourers in the Vineyards, we 
have hopes that probably the proſpe&t of ſuch an a- 
bundant Crop, might in time prevail with all 
to come and reap it : Ac leaſt, I hope that my Telſti- 
mony will not be inſignificant, and that the morethan 


ordinary Zeal of the imall Company of Miſſionaries 
that ſhall ſucceed me, will make = Ae tor the vaſt 
Number of thoſe which ſuch a vaſt Empire might de- 
rand. I am, with all the reſpe& imaginable, 


SIR, 
Tow moſt bumble 


nd moHt af etione Servant 


L. ]. 


LETTER YV. 


To the Marqus de Tors,Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Afairs. 


Of the peculiar Charafler of the Chineſe 
Nation,its Antiquity, Nobility, Manners, 
and its good and bad Qualities, 


My Lord, 


> 


_ in the Employmene wherewith che King 
hath honoured you, and which you do alrea- 
dy diſcharge with ſo much Wiſdom , nothing 
can contribute more to promote you to that high 
pitch of Perfe&ion, that all Exrope expetts from you, 
than the exat Knowledge of the Manners and Genie 
of Foreigners, I made account that by ordering me to 
write to you concerning the Empire of Chine,you did 


OY deſire to learn what was the Genias of its 
itants. 


It is true, that to judge of the future by 
| ſuch Informations would perhaps ſtand you 
" Finn , Hitherto France hath had nothing to do 
with that People, and Nature ſeems not to have plas 
r ed them at ſuch a diſtance _ only intirely 
[ ; tw 


bat loohen changed ir Laws, bs hee any. thing 
hath her , is an i 
impoſſible 2 Nay, will not Heaven, which | 
have employed all Nations to make him Renowned, 
oblige Chimes, as proud and haughty as it is, to con- 
tribute ſomething cohis Glory ? 

It is, according to all Human Probability, under 
your Miniſtry, My Lord, that we ſhall behold the 
moſt flouriſhing and mi Empire of the Wef, u- 
nite ic ſelf wich the puiſſant Realm in all 
Europe. And perhaps, if it had not been for this fa- 
tal War, the dire Conſequences of which have made 
themſelves be felt as far as the Extremitiesof the Uni- 
verle, you would c're this have given Audience to the 
Emvey: of a Prince, who never acknowledged a + 
ther Sovereign beſides himſelf in the World. is 


Negotiation, fo glorious for you, and ſo mach con- 
ducing to the Eſtabliſhment of Religion, which the 
Iniquity of the Times hath hitherto interrupted, may 


be hereafter ſet afoot again; and it is on purpoſe to 
diſpoſe and incline you to the ſame, that I 

to take the liberty, My Lord, to let you and 
the Character of thoſe who are to be employed there- 


im. 

The Chmeſes are fo Ancient in the World, that it 
fares with them as to their Original, as with great 
Rivers whoſe Source can ſcarce be diſcovered, It is 
ne-ceflary for that purpoſe, to look back farther then 
all our Prophane Hiſtories ; and that very Time ob- 
ſerved by the Vulgar, is not ſo long to verifie their 
Chronology. 

le is very rue, the Vulgar Hiſtory of that Grand 
Monarchy, is not only dubions, but manifeſtly falſe 
beſides, for it computes Forty thouſand years fince 
the Foundation of the Empire, but rhar wherein all 
Knowing and Learned Men agree, is ſo much in 

Yogue 


of this Empire plain 


[a 


ty. 

Certainly, after all the Inquiries and Examinations 
that have been made into this Chronology, it is no 
leſt to our Liberty to doubt of ir , than of the 
iſtories that are the moſt authentickly received a- 
mongſt us : _———— ſo much the rather to be 
believed, foraſmuch as it was inca of admitting 
any Alteration from Foreigners ; foraſmuch as it was 
always currant amongſt che —_— Men of the 


ving been written DOCUIRI CY uneffeted Scile, 

erity that ever per- 
ſwades : And becauſe Confaciar, eſteemed for his great 
Capacity, Sincerity and Upri never doubred 
of it ; nay, and did even eſtabliſh his whole Do- 
Qrine thereupon, Five hundred and fifty years before 
the Birth of our Saviour, becauſe bis Books are very 
conformable to theHoly Scri in reference to the 
Age of the firſt Men ; for afſure us that Tobs 


not 
us that there is lictle certainty in the 
ry of the World, it wecan reaſonably doube 
of Chime. 


fiderable. It ſeems 

Grand children of Noeb, di 

fia, and at length penitrated as far as this part of Ch 
ns, that is moſt Weſterly ; which is called at this day 
Chanſi and Chenſs, They lived at the beginning in 
Families, and the Kings were Fathers,to whom a 
continuance of years, abundance of Flocks, and other 
Country Paſtoral richneſs added fome authority, 

Feb was the firſt that laid the Foundation of the 
Monarchy ; his Wiſdom, Diſcretion, his good Mo- 
rals, Power, and Reputation , which his great Age 
had acquired him, made them give ear to him, as to 
an Oracle : He regulated all Private, as well as Po- 
litick and Religious Matters; infomuch that the Seate 
became in a very flouriſhing Condition in a ſhort time, 
his Subje&s poſſeſſed the Province of Hones at firſt, 
and ſome years after all the Lands and Territories 
that are extended as far as the South Sea. 

I: is probable that the Chineſe: , from their very o- 
riginal, did look upon themlelyes as ſomething more 
than other Men, like to thoſe Princes, who as foon 
as they are born, diſcover a certain natural loftineſs 
that ever diſtinguiſheth ——_ the Vulgar. Whe- 
ther it was that the neighbouring Kingdoms were 

barbarous 


of the Chineſe Nation, &c. $33 
or inferiour to them in point of Wiſdom, 


barbarous, F 

I don't know ; but at that very time they laid down 
a Maxim of State amongſt themſelves, 7s no Cons- 
merce with Foreigners and Strangers, but juſt ſo much « 


of 


ſbould be nect to recerve their 
mneduny arg nagrer or 


to have an 
the World 


one 
failed to a at the time , they did noe 
ohilies kim by open Feces co it, but on the con- 
trary had Compaſſion on him. What do we loſe by it 
lay they, if be fil remain berbaroes ? fince be & {6 overſ 
ts Wiſdom, be need: to blame no body but himſelf as often 
as be ſhall fail in bu Duty through Paſſion or Blind- 

4. 
This grave Policy acquired the Chineſe: fo 2 
Reman, _— all the Indies, all | monk 

Perſia lookt upon them as the Oracles of the 
World ; yea, and the Peaple of Zopen had ſuch an 
high Conceic of them, that when St. Xowier brought 
the Faith amongſt chem ( altho' Chas at that time 
came ſhort of her priſtine Probity ) one of the great 
Reaſons they objected againſt the good Man,was, That 
a Nation fo Wiſe, fo intelligent, had not yet embra- 
ced it. 

But this piece of Policy that induced them to dif- 
ference themſelves from others, which at firſt mi 
probably be a profitable Maxim , degenerated atcer- 
wards into Pride. They lookt upon themſelves as a 
choſen ele&t People, that Heaven had produced in the 
Center of the Univerſe to give them a Law ; a Peo- 

le only exgabl 1 Inſtru& , Civilize , and Govern 
Nations. fanſied other Men but as Dwarfs, 
and pitiful Monſters, that had been the Our-caſts in- 
to the Extremities of the Earth, asthe Drofs and Off- 
| ſcouring 
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ing of Nature ; whereas the Chineſe: placed in 
eng Sufi pron? Sorrgg or gr Boggs ney 
God Almighty, 4 rational Form and Shape, and a 
ike a apt to in- 
ſpire chat Diſdain they ſhew'd of all Mankind. 

But perceiving the Exropeans inſtructed in all forts 
of Sciences, they were ſtrucken with Aſtoniſhmene. 
How can it poſſibly be, ſaid they, that @ People ſo far re- 
mote from us, ſhould have any Wit or Capacity f They heave 
never peruſed our Bock: ; they were never by our 


Laws, and ye they ſpeak, diſcourſe , and argue aright ax 
we do 


Onr Workmanſhip , as Stuffs, Clocks, Watches, 
Mathematical Inftruments, and fuch like Curioſities, 
furprifſed them ſtill more ; for they imagined that dex- 
trous and expert Artificers were no where to be met 
with but in Che. "Then they began to underftand 
that we were not ſo barbarous as they imagined ; and 
faid in a joking way, 1+ ſuppoſed all other People blind, 
and that Nature bad Lefowel Ee upon none but Chine- 
ſes : that is mot wnowerſally true, if the Europeans de wot 
fee ſo clearly as we, they have at leaft ohe Eye apiece. 

[ have taken notice of fome Frenchmen 10 moved at 
this ridiculous Vanity, that they were not Maſters of 
their Paſhion ; they would pollibly have done better 
to have laught at it ( at lealt the Chineſe: delerve Ex- 
cuſe) till chat time, they had ſeen none but Indians 
and Tartars, and they beheld te eſt at a diſtance, 
as we at preſent behold the Terre Auftrels Incognits, 
and Foreſts of Caneds : Now it at 300 Leagues di- 
ſtance trom Qurbee we found Iroquian Mathematici- 
ans, or Learnzd Alkmkm;, that could diſcover to us 
a New Philoſophy, more clear, comprehenſive, and 
more perſe& than ours, we ſhould be no lels blame- 
worthy than the Chineſer, for preterring our ſelves to 
that People, and for having hicherto termed them 
Barbarians. , Abating 


of the Chineſe Nation, 8c. 


ing perfectly well. Judges and Go- 
vernors of Cities ed an outſide Gravity, Sobrie- 


at their Tables, Moderation in Ig 
ity in all cheir Judgments, that gain'd the 
and Reſpe& from all the People in general. The 
Emperor placed his Happineſs in nothing more than 
to procure it for his Subjects, and lookt upan himſelf 
not ſo much a King of a Grand State, as a Father of 
a Numerous Family. 

This Charatter of Chins, My Lord, that I have gi- 
ven you, is not flattering, but faithfully deduced from 
ts own Hiſtory, that iſhes us with an infinite 
number of Examples of the conſpicuous Wiſdom that 
hath been ſo long the Soul that informs its Govern» 
ment. Tis true indeed, the Civil Wars, the Weak, 
or Wicked Kings and Foreign Dominion, have from 
time to time diſturbed this goodly Order : But be it 
that the Fundamental Laws of the Scate were excel- 
lent, or that the People from their Cradles were in- 
dued with happy Diſpoſicions, is not material ; buric 
is moſt certain, theſe Fatal and Troubleſom Incervals 
did not long continue ; if fo be were but never 
6 lictle left co their own diſpoſal , they took to their 
former Condu again : And we fee at this very day, 

in 


, 
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in the midſt of Corruption; which the Domeltick 


Troubles and Commerce with Tartert have introda- 
ced, fome Footſteps of their ancient Probity remain- 


mamma; Be Log to enlarge any further 
upon this Subjet. I know very well chat it is a 
Letter that I have the honour to write to you, and 
not a Hiſtory ; beſides, they are about Tranſlating 
into French that Hiſtory which the Chineſe: themſelves 
have left behind them, and 1 am confident it will 
pleaſe, by its Novelty and Extraordinary Matrers it 
contains. 

I content my felf in this place to draw you out the 
Portraiture of the ate of Chins, in relation 
ro the Manners Cuſtoms of its People; 1 could 
decipher it in a few words, by telling you that they 
live there as we do in Ewope. Avarice, Ambition, 
and Love, bear a great ſtroke in all Tranſa&Rions. 
They Cozen and Cheat in Traffick ; Injuſtice reigns 
in Sovereign Courts ; Incrigues buſie both Princes and 
Courtiers. In the mean time Perſons of Qualiry take 
ſo many meaſures ro conceal Vice; and the Out- 
works are ſo well guarded, that if a Stranger be not 
careful to be inſtructed concerning Aﬀairs tothe bot- 
tom, he imagines that every thing is pertetly well 

lated. That is the thing wherein the Chimeſes re- 
ſemble the Ewropeans, Now I will here ſhew you 
wherein they differ from them. Their Countenance, 
Air, Language, Diſpoſition, Civilities, Manners and 

viour, are not only different from ours, bur alfo 
iront choſe we may oblerve in all other Nations of the 
World. 

Without doubt, My Lord, you may have taken no- 
tice that the Figures that are painted upon the Porce- 
lain Diſhes and Cabinets that come from Chins 5 our 
Pictures in Exrope do always flatter us, but thoſe of 
not 
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pRo—_ ſo much do the 
ginable to preſerve themſelves. I am not ſure if 


them, doth infinicely ſet off their Handſomnebs : a 
liccle Collar of white Sattin faſtened to a Veſt, keeps 
them light, and covers their Neck all over. Their 


rigid Vertue : Nay, and it were 
a thing to be deſired, that Chriſtianiry 
obtain from Chriſtian Ladies here, what 
A . {pi L 1 


1 


| neicher 
will, Ay Lord , give you 2 particular 
it, becauſe I know you do not expect it 
However, 1 am perſwaded if People 
of them in France, they would go _ 
tem to quit that extravagant gngen Orna- 
m4 to dreſscheir Heads «- > 4 1 de Chi- 
neſes, 
The Ladies wear, as Men do, a long 
Cloath of Gold Veſt, red, blue, or green, 
to their particular Phanſie ; the elder fort habit them 
ſelves in black, or purple ; they wear beſides that, a 
kind of Satire, the Sleeves whereof , extream wide, 
hey have no occaſion 
inguiſherh chem 
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dered 

neat ; 

let them be 

one would not be would walk 
all day long by their good will, had liberty 
ped boa that it was 
an , who to bring 
Women under a neceflity of keeping within Doors, 
brought little Feet in faſhion. I have more than once 
inquired about ic of the Chineſe themſelves, that never 


heard nothing of it. Theſe are idle Tales, lays one of 

them (miling, «ur Fore-fatber: knew Women but too well, 

a we do, to that in retrenching balf of their Feet, 

they could be deprived of the power» of w , and of 
ts fee the World. 

f would have given themſelves the trouble 

to have conſulced the Relations ing the Coun- 


tenance and Phyſiognomy of the Chins Women; it 
would not have been fo cafie a matter to impole upon 
the caſfinek of the Ladics of Pars, who encertain'd a 


and che Marquis d Croif# intimated to me char I would 
do him a kindneb in — — 
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Puniſhment ; of which Sacr / 
become Guilty themſelves. 


| was already much prepoſſeſſed with an ill 
nion of this pretended Chineſe ; but beſides che or 
of the Marquis de Croiſſ, 1 thought it would be good 
to ſift our che Buſinels co the bottom, to undeceive 
thoſe that were any ways concern'd therein. When 
ſhe underſtood that I would come and fee her, ſhe 
was not a little perplext. He « not s China Father, 
lays ſhe, but one of the Indian Afiſſionariesr, whom the 
Revolution of Siam bath made to come back. Nay, they 
had much ado to find her, when 1 ; they 
ſought for her all up and down a good while, and at 
length unkennell'd her, and perſwaded her to make 
Appearance. 

So ſoon as I faw her, 1 had no need of Examinati- 
on, the Features of her Face , her Gate, ber Feet, 
her whole Behaviour betray'd her. She ſeigned in 
{peaking French, that the did not well WT and the 
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of the Chineſe Nation, &c, uqu 


Language ; bur, beſides the placing of the words , 
which ſhe endeavoured not to pronounce articulately, 
was altogether natural, which is ſcarce ever got by 

s,” ſhe did alſo pronounce with a great deal 
of firmne6 ſeveral Letters not in uſe with the Chineſes, 
which it is impoſſible for chem to expreſs, 

Aﬀer the firlt Diſcourſes, I demanded of what Pro- 
vince, and what Fami'y of Chines ſhe was, and by 
what ſtrange Adventure ſhe was at ſuch a great Di- 
ſtance from her Country ? I aw of Pekin i ſelf, lays 
ſhe, the Metropolu of the Empire, born in the Emperor's 
Palace, brought up at Court, and Daug ter to Prince Co- 
ronnet : That is to ſay, who does dilpoſe Sovereignly 

thing ; more a Maſter,and more powerful than 

the Emperor himſclf ; whoſe Pleaſures are never in- 

terrupted by the Cares of Publick Aﬀaig ; who be- 

ing lictle concerned at the good or bad Condition of 

the Empire, confines all his Ambition to the render- 

- —_ happy, and to lead an caſic and pleaſant 
ife. 


I embarked with my Mother, who bad a diſign to po 
ins Japan , there to iveat of 4 Marriage for mee. 
In the Paſſage our Veſſel was attacked by an Holland Pi 
rate, that rook it, and blew it up; and brought me away 
Priſoner. However the barbarons Pirate took [uch care of 
me, a was capable to ſweeten my Captroity, if the loff of 

Mother bad 111 reduced me to 4 Diſconſolate Condition, 
for ſhe died before mine Eyes, and the R epre/entation of [o 
fatal an Accident that lay night and day bravy wpon my 
Spiris, would ſcarce permit me to reflec} upon the many kind 
Offices be did me. 

Nevertheleſs, my Condition war not [o deplorable as 1 
imagined ; the witioriom Hollander was at length over» 
come by « French Privateer ; I was @ ſecond time @ Cap» 
toe, and treated by the new Captam with ſo much barſkne(;, 
that I was at that very monnent apprebenſroe that my Grief 
wight increaſe, and that the excrſs of Aerics that one en- 

KN 2 dure 
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dures in thu World, « never ſo great, but one may become 
fill more miſerable. Thu Voyage was to me the longeſt, 

om, and accompanied with jorrew and buter- 
well. At length we came aſhoar at © ! know mot ; 
they brought me out of the Ship, and after they bad drag 
ged me 1 b ſeveral Provinces, they bar baronſly ferſeck 
= and | found my ſelf deftuute, comortleff, and without 
a ;, in the middle of the great City, which [ bear 

4 Parir. 


'Tus true, Heaven bath not quite forſaken me ; the word 
Pekin, the only word, by which I can woke bnown my 
Country ; and to that purpoſe did I ſo often repeat it ; bath 
broug bt me out of Miſery. Some Ladies, at the bear of 
thu word were moved with Compeſſion, took me ie cap 
Houſe, and have ever ſince treated me with ſo much Cha- 
rity, that, Ido not know of _ ro __ of Fate 
that bath condutted me into ſo good 

She had, indeed, forme _ to be well pleaſed with 
her Lot much berter in effect than ſhe could naturally 
expet. They treated her as a Maid of ſome Noble 
Family ; nay, it was an Hundred pound to a penny 
buc they had given her the quality of Princels Couren- 
»6, a Name much better known in France than Chime, 
where this Dignity is ſtill in fiers. They cold me more- 
over that divers Perſons were impatient to do her a 
kindneſs, and that Monficur N. one of our moſt fa- 
mous Writers, had already Compoled three extraor- 
dinary eloquent Letters in her Name; one for the 
Emperor, another for Prince Courennt, and the third 
for ſome other Prince of her Family. He hath, with- 
out doubt, what he deſerved from the Perſons that 

ingaged him in it ; yet I do not believe that Cha 

ever thank him for it. 

TY part, My Lord, I do confcls that the bars 
recical of this Adventure appear'd to me fomewhat fa- 
bulous,and carries with it fa ch a Romantick Air that 
is capable of undeceiving choſe, whom an excels of 
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Charity had not quice blinded. Prince Couromnat is 2 
Chimers, that hath not the leaſt appearance of Truth 
in it. The Birth of a Maid in a Palace where there 
is none but Eunuchs, is ſtill more hard to he belei- 
ved. The Holanders are not at War with the Chmeſes, 
and ir is noe their beſt way to fall our with them, by 
Aſſauking their Ships. 

The Chineſe Dames,that ſcarce ever ſtir out of their 
Houſes, do not care for undertaking long Voyages at 
Sea : And the Match they were going to mannage is 
no more likely than that of a Princeſs of France that 
ſome _ he feign to Embark at BrefF, to Sail in- 
to the Indies to cl} ſome Mandarm of Siam. 

Beſides, We know all the Veſſels that we hare ta- 
ken from the Holonders, as well as thoſe that are arri- 
ved in France from the Indies : we know the Captains 
of them, we know their Prizes, their Engagements, 
their Adventures, and yet we hear not one word of 
what our Chineſe relates. Now if ſhe be fo unfortunate 
as to be found in the Streets of Pars milerable, forlorn, 
and unknown, ſhe ought not ſo much to lay the faule 
upon our French People, as upon her ill Fortune that 
took no care to place her becrer in this World. 

But to Convince all thoſe who were preſent at our 
Interview, I pur divers queſtions to her about the 

ple Ciries in Chins ; I examined her concern- 
the Money , their Wricding, the Characters and 
Language of the Country. She told me ſhe had of- 
ten travelled from Pekin to Nankin in Itf then Three 
days, notwithſtanding it is above Three hundred 
from one to another ; that they uled Gold 
Money, altho* Gold is not currant through all the 
Empire,but as precious Stones are in Exrepe ; that the 
Silver Coin was ſtamp as ours is, round, flat, bearing 
the Em Arms, with divers Figures according to 
the Cuſtom of Kaftern Nations, noewithſtanding the 
Silver hath no regular a caſt ic into =——_ 
j 
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they reduce it to what form they pleaſe without Arms, 
Order, or Ornament, they clip into great Pieces, as 
occaſion ſerves ; and it is only by weight, not by the 
Emperor's Mark that they know its value. 

I writ down lome Chineſe Charatters ; for ſhe had 
boaſted that ſhe could read, a Perion of her quality 
durſt not ſay the contrary ; but the Misforrune was, 
ſhe miſtook her (elf,and rook the Paper at the wrong 
end, boldly reading the Letters, turn'd upſide down, 
as if they had been right : upon the whole,that which 
ſhe pronounced had no manner of relation to the ge- 
nuine Senſe of the Writi At laſt 1 ſpoke Chineſe 
to her, and tor fear leaſt the might avoid the diffcul. 
ty, I acquainted her that I ſpake the Aendarin Lan- 
guage lo currant throughout the Empire, which they 
conltantly uſe at the Court. She was fo impudent as 
to ftame ex tempore a wild, ridiculous Gibbe:iſh, but ſo 
lictle underſtood, that it was evident the hgd not time 
enough to make it hang well cogether ; fo that not 
being able tro underſtand what I faid to her, I fhould 
have been fore put to it to explain what ſhe meant, if 
indeed ſhe did mean any thing, 

After this Trial and Examination, ſhe might bluſh 
for ſhame,and ingeniovſly confels the Impoſture ; but 
ſhe ſtill keeps u Converſation without being con- 
cemed, and wich fuch an Air of Confidence that 
would make any one judge that this Chins Romance 
was not the firſt Story ſhe had made. 

I thought, Ay Lerd, that you would be very glad 
to be acquainted with this ; beſides that it may at- 
ford you ſome pleaſure, ic will alſo ferve to let you 
underſtand, that the Mind, Countenance, and Beha- 
viour of the Chineſe Women have no Affinity with 
thoſe of the Europeans ; and that a French Woman 
muſt needs be brazen+fac'd, when under the borrow- 
ed Name of a Chime/e,ſhe pretends to impole upon Per- 
fons who have, as long as I hays done , boch 
Nations. Alter 


Hair comes from the 


of Sear-chourn, and grows upon the Legs of 
Cows ; its natural r is whice, but 
a tinture, that makes it dearer than the fine 


cert 


convenient in the Sun, or apon a Journey. When the 
Mandarin are in their Formaliries, __ of 
—— — 
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other 


precious 


the other, in ſuch a manner that the 
rended to the left fide, where they 
with four or five Gold or Silver Buttons. The Sleeves, 
that are wide towards the Shoulder, grow ſtraiter and 
iraicer to the Wriſt, like the Sleeves of a Priefty 
but chey do in a manner cover the whole Hand, 
leave not to be ſeen bur the 
keep the Veſt cloſe with a broad 
——— The Tartar: 
an H to it on both ſides, with a 
a Knife and Fork, and Tooth-pick 
In Summer their Neck is all 

ery ill, in Winter they cover it wit 

Collar of Sattin faſtened to the Velt , or with a Tip 
of Sable or Fox-$kin, about three or four 
| which is faſtened before with a Button, 

js ve: y decent, and becomes Horſmen 


{Þ 


L 
i 


4 


the Students wear them yery long; 

and eſpecially the Torters, will have them ſhort ; 
thoſe they ule reach no farther than their Polker 
holes : As for their under Garment ule in Sum- 
mer only a ſingle pair of Drawers of T 
under a very broad and ſhort Shirt of the ſame Stuff; 
but in Winter the Shirt is of Linnen,and under ic they 
have Breeches of courſe Satin quilted with Conon, 
or raw Silk, which is warmer. 


All this is natural enough; but perhaps, Afy Lars, 
you 
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Nacure in this 
s not a Man 


; for tell ne, u there any one 
fertile Invention of the 
Oo 3dr me mama ny eee et 


Habis im the World, that ſhould ſeem fhrange to you; and 
al that we can ſay, when any Mode that w preſemed to 


you, 


» Pe Lek 
when the Tarters attacked them, they had kept 


been uniform, where the Laws have been exatly 
ſerved in the leaſt Pundilio's, 

Nocwichſtanding | am perſwaded thele ways would 
not pleaſe all our French People ; nay, and the Modes, 
of which we are ſo fond, do not appear ſo handfome 


Head-drefs, ſay they, and that prodigious heap of cur- 
led Hair, are proper upon the Stage for a Man that 
would t the Devil ; But has one the ſhape of 
a Man he is thus diſguiſed ? Inſomuch that the 
Chineſe Policenebs will go near upon this Article alone 

to araign us of Barbarity, 
They have likewiſe much ado to be perſwaded,that 
Shanks diſcovered, wich a Stocken drawn ſtrait, 
narrow Breeches, look handlome,becaule they are 
agcuſtomed to an Air of Gravity that gives them ocher 
Concep» 
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Conceptions. would ſooner be reconciled wi 
the of « Maire ſhaven, without a Perivig. 


who in his Lawyers Gown go booted, than 
with all this Attire that makes our Cavaliers have a 
fine Shape, and caſfic and fine Gate, a quick and dif- 
ingaged ; which will by no means go down 
with them. Thus Ridiculouſnefs pleaſes, and one is 
ofren times offended at Real Prettineſs , according as 
Prejudice or Cuſtom have differently changed the I- 
magination ; there is notwithſtanding in all cheſe 
Modes ſome other intrinſick real Beauty, which na- 
ked _— which Nature in her Innocence, and 
exempt afſion, bave inſpired into Men, for the 
Neceſlity and Conveniency of Life. 

Alcho? Perſons of Quality obſerve exactly all the 
Formalities and Decencies ſuitable to their State, and 
never appear uncovered in Publick, how great ſoever 
the heat be, yet in Private, and among their Friends 
they aſſume a freedom even to a fault ; they ever and 
anon quit their Bonnet , Surrout , Veſt, and Shirt, 
reſerving nothing but a ſingle pair of Drawers of 
white Taffaty, or Tranſparent Linnen. That is the 
more ſurpriſing, becauſe they condemn all Naked- 
nz{ in Pictures, and are even offended that our En- 

ravers rep:elcnt Men with their Arms, Thighs, and 

iders uncovered ; they ſzem to be in che righe 

for being diſpleaſcd at the unchriſtian Licence of our 

Workmen ; but yet they are ridiculous to blame that 

upon a piecs of Linnen,or Paper,which they practiſe 

themſelves wich ſo much liberry and undecency in 
their own r Perſons, 

As for os Valoes, they tranſgrets in that reſpe& 
all the Bounds of Modeſty, efpecia!ly in the Southern 
Provinces, where Water-men, and certain other Han- 
dicrafs-men, are impudent to the higheſt degree ; and 
intruth the moſt barbarous 1d1ans, notwithſtanding the 
Climate ſeems to excuſe them, appear'd to me wo 
relpeR 


the Streets with ſingle Drawers, wit 
ings, or Shirt, which makes them 

a fwarthy hue. In the Northern Provi 
are a lictle more reſerved; and the Cold, DO 
of their Teeth, makes them modeſt, and keep withi 


portage yan ny Becomes Lord, 
peak of their 
in : Their Silk, without queſtion, is the 
fineſt in the World ; they make of it in many Pro- 
vinces, but the beſt and faireſt is to be found in that 
of Tchekiam, becauſe the Soil is very proper for Mul- 
berry Trees, and becaulg the Air is indued with a de- 
of Heat and Moiſture, more conformable to the 
orms that make it. Every body deals in it,and the 
Traffick of it is fo very great,that this Province alone 
is able co ſupply all Chins, and the greateſt part of Ex- 
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Xa the fineſt and faireſt Silks are wrought in the 
Province of Nankin, the Rendevouz cf almoſt all the 
good Workmen. lt is there that the Em furniſherh 
himlſelf with the Silks ſpent in the P , and with 
thoſe he preſents to the Lords of the Court ; the Silks 
of Canton notwithſtanding, are valued above all among(t 
Stratigers ; and the Silks of chis Province are alſo 
laleable, and go off better than thoſe of all the cher 
Provinces of Chime. 

Altho' all theſe Silks have ſome reſemblance to ours, 
yet the Workmanſhip hath ſomething in it that makes 
a difference. | have there ſeen Pluſh, Velvet, Tiſla of 
Gold, Sattin, Taffaty, Crapes, and ſeveral others, of 
which I do not fo much as know the name in France ; 
that which is the moſt currant amongſt them is called 
Towne ; it is a lort of Satin, ſtronger, but n S 
gouy 
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bands, they are very fine, and one would cake them 
for valuable Pieces. Sometimes they are contented 
only to put into the Piece theſe little Scrowls of gild- 
ed Paper, without rolling them upon the Thred and 
then the Figures,altho' pretty and finely rurn'd, do not 
laſt © long by far ; and the Silk thus flowered is at a 
lower rate. 

Amongſt the different Figures they repreſent, the 
Dragon is the moſt ordinary : There be two forts of 
them ; one, to which they make five Claws , called 
Lom,is only uſed upon the Stuffs deſigned for the Em- 
peror : that is his Arms, which Tobi, Founder of the 
Empire, firft took for himſelf and Saccefſors , above 
Four thouſand years ago. The ſecond fort of Dragons 
hath but four Claws, and is named Mam. The Empe- 


ror 


it is grown common. 

make ule of another kind of Stuffin Summer, 
which the call Che ; i is norfo clole,nor hath 
5 gged's as our Taffacy,but much more (ubſtan- 
tial; altho' feveral People defire to have it (mooth and 
even, yet molt wear it powdered with great Flowers 
through, and cut into Flowers hke your Ezg- 


number, 
body of the Silk. Theſe Summer Garments are ex- 
traordinary convenient, and wonderful neat, fo that 
all che Perſons of Quality uſe them : Befides,the Taffa- 
is not dear; a whole Piece,cnough to make a long 
eſt and Surtout, will not amount roabove 2 Guinea's. 
The third is a particular fort of Taftaty, that ſerves 
for Drawers, Shirts, Linings, they call it Tebrours ; 
it is cloſe, and withal fo plyant,that it is vain to fold 
and double it, and iqueeze ic with your hand; you 
can {carce ever rumple it. It is by welghes land 
is is ſo ſerviceable, that they walk it as they do Lin- 
nen, without lofing much of its former luſtre. 
Beſides the ordinary Silk of which I but now ſpoke, 
which we know in Earope, Chins bath of another for, 
which you meet with in the Province of Chamon. The 
Worms from which they take it are wild, they go to 
ſeek for them in the Woods ; and Iam not fure,whe- 
ther or no they breed of them in Houſes. This Silk 
is of a grey Colour, void of any glok; fo that 
thoſe who are not well acquainted with it , take the 
Scuffs that are made of it for red Linnen, or for one 
of the courſeſt Druggets ; yet for all that they inf 
nuely value it, and it colts more than Satin too, they 
call them Kiew-Techeow ; they will endure a long time ; 
tho' ſtrong and cloſe, yer do they noc iret; they m_ 
them 
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rs ; the Benzs's Wives do com- 
monly work chem, becauſe the Bonzds make uſe of 
them themſelves; there is a great Trade driven of 


Beſides Cotton Linnen, that is very common, they 
ule alſo for the Summer nertle Linnen for long Veſts; 
but that which is the molt valued, and is to be found 
IIS DER becauſc it is made of 

| a Plant that che People of che Country call Cs, found 
in the Province of Fokiew. 

It is a kind of creeping Shrub,whole Leaves are much 
Pop round ſmooth,green 
within, whiciſh, 


ater,as do Flax and Hemp ; they always 

off the firſt skin, which they throw away ; but of the 
ſecond, which is much more fine and delicate, they | 
divide it by the hand into very ſlender and very im 

Filaments, without beating, or ſpinning it,they make 
that Linnen of which I ſpake ; ic is tranſparent, pret- 
ty fine, but ſo cool and light,that one would think he 
had nothing on his back. All 
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All Perfons of Quality make long Veſts of it du- 
ring the exceflive Heat, with a Sartout of Che. In 
the Spring and Aucumn they = on Kiewtcheow, and 
Towantrin Winter, that is to ſay, courſe Sattin , or 
flowered Silk. Grave Perſons defireto have it even, 
others wear it flowered; but no body,cxcept the Man- 
darin: in the Aſſemblies, or upon certain Solemn Vi- 
ſits, uſe Silk flowered with Gold or Silver. The Vul- 
gar, that uſually habit chemſelves in courſe Linnen 
dyed blue, or black, quile it with Cotton, or line ic 
with Sheepskin during the cold weather : Bur great 
Perſons line their Veſts and Surtours with the noble 
Skins of Sable or Ermyn, Fox or Lamb : They uſe al- 
ſo for the ſame pets Pluſh and Perit-gre. 

Becauſe Ermyn is very rare in Chimes, they content 
themſelves only to border their Veſts and extre- 
mity;of their Sleeves with it ; that which I have ſeen 
did not appear to me to be of a fair white. 

Sable is pretty well known in France, but much leſs 
tommon there than in Chime, where all the conſide- 
rable Mandarins wear it : One Skin only of a Foot 
long , and berween four and fix _ 

Inches broad ( for the * Animal is ,,* FM) <8 it in: 
but ſmall) will ſometimes coſt Ten | 

Crowns : But when! one chooſeth fome of the fineſt 
for a compleat Habit, the whole Lining of a Veſt 
will coſt berween F and 6000 Livres; yer one may 
have a pretty handiome one for 200 Piſtols. 

Fox-sKins are likewiſe mach uſed, thoſe who would 
be magnificent take nothing bue the Belly of chis A- 
himal, where the Hair is long, fine, and fofreſt ; and 
of a great numbe? of ſmall pieces patghed rogerher, 
they compoſe an entire Lining, which for the Veſt 

Sartout comies to a matter of five or fix hundred 
Livres. 

There are alſo ſeveral other forts of Furs that Tar- 

favy perhaps ſupplies them withal, which the Mandarin: 
L make 
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make uſe of to fit upon the Ground, eſpecially at the 
Palace when they wait, and expect the time of their 
Audience. They put ſome of them allo under the 
Quilt, not only to heat the Bed, but alſo to take a- 
way its dampnels. Beſides, there is another Fur of a 
particular Species, that is perietly handſome and fine, 
the Hair of it is long, ſoft, very thick fer; it is of a 
pretty whitiſh mixt with black,ſtriped wich black 
and yellow Lifts as thoſe of Tigres ; they make great 
Winter Gowns of them to wear in the City, pucting 
the Fur on the out-fide, fo that when the Aandarms 
are thick and ſhort, ( which is very common with 
them) beſides two Furs underneath for the Veſt and 
Surtout , when, I ſay , they have put on their 
back one of theſe furr'd Gowns with long Hair, they 
differ but a lictle from Bears, or from the Animal of 
whom they borrowed the Skin ; altho' in this Condi- 
tion they chink themlelves to be very gentile, and to 
make a graceful Figure. 
Of all che Furrings the moſt 
* Yam-pi. common are Lambekins *. They 
are white, downy, and very warm, 
but burthenſome, and at firſt of a firong ſmell, in a 
manner like choſe greezy Gloves that ſmell of Oil : 1 
wonder they bring not up the Mode in Frexce ; thoſe 
who delight in ſlender fine Shapes, would not fubmit 
to ir, yet otherwiſe there is nothing more gentile, nor 
more convenient for Winter. 
Upon the whole, it 
theſe Furs are caſily poi 
Countries, Worms breed in them, and the Hair falls 
off : To prevent them, the Chineſes, fo ſoon as e- 
ver the Summer approaches, expoſe them to 
for ſome days, when it is fair and dry Weather ; 
they beat them with Sticks , or ſhake them often, 
get out the Duſt ; and when they have encloſed 
in huge earthen Pors, into which they throw Corns 
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Beſides their _w Garments, there are w__ rwo 


ick,and very difficult to be repreſented; 
it is of a red and very clear Canvas Cloath,not much 
| Commuodi- 


ed all over the outward Man; but all being nothing 
but Ceremony, and Aﬀe&ation with them, they ea- 
fily put on their own Face again ; they can Laugh 
and Cry both with a wind ; for I have feen fome 
Laugh immediately after chey had ſhed abundance of 
Tears over the Tomb of their Fathers. 

, My Lord, you may bave the Curioſity to 
— what manner the Mifhonaries, who labour 
about the Converſion of the Infidels,are habiced ; the 

L 2 Laws, 
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Laws, that ſuffer no Foreign Mode to take place, de- 
termined the firſt Jeſuits rocake the Garbaf the Bonne: 
at the beginning : But this Garb , chough grave and 
modeſt enough, was fo cried down by the ignorance 
and irregular Life of thoſe wicked Prieſts , t thac 
alone was ſufficient to deprive us of the Company and 
Correſ| ce of honeſt People. 

In effet, nothing was fo diametrically oppoſite to 
Religion: ſo that after a long deliberation chey thoughet 
it more adviſcable to take the _——_ g—_ 
rogether with the quality of Earopean or, did ca- 
pacitate us to ſpeak to the People wich fome Authori- 
ty, and to be heard by the Mandarin: with fome re- 
ſpe. From that very time we had free Acceks every 
where, and God did fo far vouchlale a Blefling to the 
Labours of our firſt Mifhonaries , that the Golpel in 
_ time was propagated with conſiderable Suc- 

But in the late Revolution of the Empire, theſe 
Fathers, as well as the Chineſes, were farced to go in 
the Tarterian Faſhion, after the manner as I told you. 
In the Viſits made to the Mandarim: upon the account 
of Religion, we could not diſpenſe trom wearing a 
Veſt and Surtout of common Silk ; but in the Houle 
we are clothed in Serge or painted Linnen. 

So that, My Lord, preſerving as much as lyes in us 
the Spirit of Poverty ſuitable to our Condition, we 
endeavour to become all things to al Men , alter the A- 
poſtles example, that we may the more cafily win over 
ſome to Feſas Chrift ; being waded , that as to a 
Mi , the Garment, Diet, Manner of Living, 
and exterior Cuſtoms ought all to be referred to the 
great Deſign he propoſes to himſelf , ro Convert the 
whole Earth. A Man muſt be a Barbarian wich Bar- 
barians, Police with Men of Parts, Auſtere and Ri- 

id co Excels among the Ind:as Penctents, handſom- 

Drelt in Chis, — 
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of Medwre, to the end that the Goſpel always ani- 
form , always unakerable in it felf, may the more 
eaſily infinuate it felt into the Minds of whom 
an holy Compliance and Conformity to Cuſtoms 
regulated by Chriſtian Prudence, have already pre- 
polleſt in favour to us. I am with the moſt profound 


Reſpet, 


My Lord, 


Tour moſt bumbie 


as Siu Servant 


L 3 LET- 


LETIER VL 
T o the Dutcheſs of Bouillon. 


Of the Oeconomy and Magnificence of the 
Chineſes. 


MADAM, 


H E Zeal that your Grace hath ſhewn to be 
fully informed of the preſent State of the Mil- 
fions in Chins hath been an infinite Satisfa- 
| _—_— | — I was a a 
that among many curious things to be met 
in this new World, you haye in a manner wholly in- 


ſiſted upon that which relates to the and 
Magnificence of the Chineſer, I know very well that 
it is the uſual Subje of ſe among the Ladies, 


—_ could have almoſt expe&ted no more from any 
other. 
But for you, Madam, _ I a tho hacer to ty 
» I had prepared f for Suby a quite dif- 
_— nature ; [ps > Ante ou would Gifcourle 
with me concerning the Ingenuity, Sciences, and Po- 
liceneſs of this People : And whereas Travellers do u- 
ſually affeRt to prefer what they have ſeen amongſt Fo- 
reigners, to that which is found in their Native Soil, 
I pleaſed my ſelf that I could fincerely and ſafely tell 
you, that the French Ladies (I mean thoſe, who like 
you, have raiſed themſelves above thoſe Toyiſh c_ 
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the folid and antial Sciences, than — __ 
| —__ h—_—_— for as for Policeneſs, I can 
ſcarce believ Madam, that you can doubt of it ; and 


it is not obo dlificeb of comachefites you 
- +. -— pat ——— moſt Police Courts of 
the Eaſt. 


But fince, cicher by Chance, or by Reflexion, you 
have to confine your felt to another 
jet, and that you defire a Methodical Account of 
what 
ſhall 


: 
ar 


gy ——_ to you of it, I 
ny _ not only with that profound 
_—_ a > yn 


| —_ — you have _ have in- 
{pired me withal. 
The Chineſes come far ſhort of us in the Magnifi- 
cence of their Houſes, beſides chat the Archiceture 
is not beautiful, nor the Apartments ſpacious, they do 
not ſtudy to adorn them ; and that chiefly for two 
Reaſons : Reaſors : The firſts, Becaul in all the Palaces of the 
to the Emperor, he _ 
(and I Lenemelctaterde code 
der throughout the whole E Jour the People fur. 
niſh them in ſome places. People are always at 
as lietle Expence as they can; and the Mandarin: do 
not care to ruin themſelves to embelliſh Palaces, that 
they are every day in danger of forſaking, becauſe 
their Places are properly nothing but Commiſſions, 
which are many times taken away upon the leaſt Fault. 
The 2d Reaſon is ferch'd from the Cuſtom of the 
Country, which does not allow to receive Viſits in the 
inner part of che Houſe, but only at the Entrance in 
a Divan they have contrived for the Ceremonies. It 
is a Banqueting Houſe all open, that hath no other 
Ornament one fi Order —_ 
$ 
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Wood painted or verniſhed, which they uſe only to up- 
hold che Beams and Timber, that ofren appears under 
the Tiles,no body taking care to cover it with a Ciel- 
ing. So thatit is no wonder if they retrench all the 
ſuperfluous Ornaments oi their Apartments, ſeeing Fo- 
reigners and Strangers ſcarce ever fer foot in them ; 
they have neither Looking- glaſſes, T apeſtry-bangings, 
nor wrought Chairs : Gildings are not in faſhion, fave 
only in ſome of the Emperors or Prince of the Bloods 
Apartments. Thelr Beds, which amongſt them are one 
of the principal Ornamenes, never come in fight, and 
it would be a piece of grots Incivility to carry a Stran- 

r into a Bed-chamber, even when you pretend 10 

him your Houle. 

Infomuch that all their Magnificence may be redu- 
ced to Cabiners, Tables, Verniſh: Skreens, fore Pi- 
tures divers Pieces of white Satin, upon which therg 
is writ in a large Character forme Sentance of Morali- 
ty, which is hung here and there in the Chamber,to- 
gether with ſome Veſlels of Porcelain ; neither have 
they occaſion to uſe eventhem as we do, becauſe there 
is no Chimney to be ſeen in the Chamber, 

Nevertheleſs all that is very handſome and neat, 
when one underſtands how to manage the Ornaments. 
Vernith, which is fo common in Chas, is diſperſt all 
over ; it takes all Colours, they mix Flowers of Gold 
and Silver with it, they paint Men, Mountains, Pala- 
ces, Huntings, Birds, Combats,and fereral Figares, that 
make a bats relief in the Work , and renders it ex-+ 
treamly pleaſing and delightful, fo that in this point 
the Chareſe: are Magnificent for imall Charges. 

Beſides the brightnels and luſtre which is che pro- 
perty of Verniſh, it hath moreover a certain quality of 
prelerving the Wood upon which it is applied, clpeci- 
ally it they do not mix any other Matrer with it. 
Worms do not eaſily breed in it , nay , and Moiſture 
{carce ever penetrates it,not ſo mach as any ay” 
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faſten to it; if during Meals there be any Greaſe or 
Potrage (pile,if ir be preſently wiped with a wet Clout, 
one not only finds no remainders or figns of it, but 
does not fo much as perceive the leaſt ſmell. 

People were miſtaken when they tancied that Ver- 
niſh was a Compoſition, and « particular Secret, it is a 
Gum that diftils from a Tree, much what after che 
ſame manner &s Rofindoth. In the Tuns wherein it 
is tranſported, it reſembles melred Pitch or Tar, ex- 
cepting only that it hath no ſmell when it is uſed, 
There muſt be Oil mix: with it to beat ic up with more 
or lefs, according to the quality of the Work. 

For Tables ordinary Chairs,it is ſufficient to la 
on wo or three layers of Verniſh, which makes it Rd 
tranſparent, that one may diſcern every Vein of the 
Wood through ic. Now if you would hide all the Mat- 
ter on which you are at work, you muſt doit over and 
and over again, till at length it be nothing bur Ice, 
bur fo fine at firſt that it may ferve for a Mirror. When 
the Work is dry, they paint upon it ſeveral Figures 
in Gold, Silver, or in any other Colour ; they go over 
that again, if they pleaſe, with a ſleight touch of Ver- 
niſh, to give them a luſtre, and che berrer ro preſerve 
chem. 

But thoſe who would perform a finiſhing ſtroke, 
glew upon the Wood a kind of Paſtboard com 
of Paper, Packthred, Lime, and fome other Subſtance 
well beaten with which the Verniſh incorporateth. 
They compole a of it perfely even and (o- 
lid, upon which is applied the Verniſh by little and 
little, in litrle Srrerams, which they let dry one after 
another. Every Workman hath a peculiar Secret to 
perte& his Work, as in all other Occupations. Bur 
m my opinion , beſides the dexterity and flight of 
hand.and the due tempering theVerniſh requires,that 
it may be nether too thick nor thin : Patience is one 
thing that contributes the moſt to the well ſucceeding 

in 
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in this Operation. There are very pretty and curi- 
ous Cabinets at Tonka ; bur what is brought to us 
trom _- - ——.__ 


the Side-boards, and very i 
I ELRIDInER it their 


ordina- 


Emperor's Palace. Yellow is his own x 
which is not allowed to any Perſon to bear ; fo that 
one may ſafely fay, that as for the buſinefs of Porce- 
lain, the Emperor is the worſt ferved. 

The ſecond fort is of a grey Colour,with abundance 
of ſmall irregular Lines init , that croſs one another, 
as if the Vaſe were all over ſtriped, or wrought with 
inlaid or Moſaic work. I cannot imagine how they 
form theſe Figures; for I have n-uch ado to believe 
that they are able to draw them th a Pencil, Per- 
haps when the Porcelain is baked, and yet hot, it is 
expoled to the cold Air, cr that they infuſe it in 
warm Water that opens it in that manner,onall ſides ; 


*a5 it often ha to Cryſtals during Winter, after 


that they add a Straturws of Verniſhtoit, which covers 
ps myeny ye" by means of a gentle fire into 
which they it again, it is made as even and 
liſhe as - 4 However it is,thele fort of In nh 
take of a particular Beauty ; and fure I am, the Curi- 
ous a {t us would much value them. 
Laſt of all,cthe chicd fort of Porcelain is —_—_— 
cry 
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| gre tohneng w es pope 
thers, which happegs when the Pencil is 
ſed ; fomerimes alſo ne 4 
erniſh is laid on, Son b not equally dry z 
the leaſt moiſture cauſerh a difference therein. 
The Painting is not one of the leaſt beaucies of the 
Porcelain ; for that purpoſe one make uſe of all 
Colours, but commonly they uſe much more 
blue. I never aw any Veſſel whoſe red was lively e- 


1 


contribute much to the highe- 
ning ot teſſening the luſtre of the Coloars. As for 
blue, they have it mot exoeltenc ; however, it is ve 

dificnke to hit apon that exz@ 1<mperature, where it 

- rnb of rs intenſe, 17 roo brighe. But 
har which Workmen moſt diligent'y ſeek after,is, to 
parte che extremities of che Figures, — 


well 

pounded,or when the Matter on which it is laid, hath 
not attained a certain degree of drineſs ; much after 
the ſame manner as happens to Pager that blots when 
it is moiſt, or when you write with 
It were to be wiſhc,that the deſigns the Chmeſes ule 
in painting Porcelain were fairer ; they paint likewiſe 
Flowers upon them, but Humane Fig 
tilated. But in that very thing they diſgrace 
in the of Strangers, who do not know what 
they are but only by that,and who imagine, that they 
are in effe4 as monſtrous in their ſhape, asthey appear 
in the Pictures; yet thoſe are their uſual Ornaments. 
The more regular Deſigns and skilful Dr would 
be ſometimes leſs pleaſing to them than thele Anticks. 
To make amends, they are very ingenious and ex- 
pert in turning their Vaſes well, of what ze Lever 
they be. The Figure of them is bold, well proporti- 
oned, perſeftly rounded, nay,and I do not believe thac 
our skilfulleſt Workmen are able to faſhion the great 
pieces berter +, they, as well as we, put a great value 
upon ancient V aſes, but for a reaſon quite different 
from ours ; we value them becauſe they are fairer ; 
they for their Antiquity ;not but that the Artificers are 
as expert, and the Matter as good condicdoned now as 
heretofore: There are fill very fine ones made at this 
day ; and I have ſeen at fome Aandarm: Houles whole 
Services that were ſuperfine. Put the Exe Mer- 
chants do no longer Trace wich the good Workmen, 
and having no Skill in them chemielves, they accepe 
whailoever the Chune/es expole to Sale ; for they vend 
them in the Jed; Belides,no body takes care ro tur- 
nifh them with examples of Draughts , or to belpeak 
particylar Pieces of Work betore band. 11 M' _ 
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that is found in the Quarries of that Province. Aſter 
having waſhe the pieces of it, and ſeparated the here- 
Tn chance to be mixer with ir, 
they bray it ſmall till it be reduc'd oa fubtil Powder. 


of Potteries ; but ic 

faſhion them = Wheel like us. So ſoon astheir 
ng they expoſe it to the Sun, Morn- 
ing and Evening, but they retire it when the Sun 
—_ hot, _ ot it. So the Vaſes 

ry _ they apply the painting at their 
leiſure, when they judge ho ana areger it tO re- 
ccive it.; but becauſe neither the Vaſes nor the Co- 
lours have fufficient luſtre , they make a very fine 
Broth or Ly of the Matter of the ſame Porcelain, 
wherewitch they paſs ſeveral ſtrokes upon the Work, 
that gives them a particular whic and luſtre : 
This 1s what I call the Verniſh of the Porcelain. They 
aſſured me in the Kingdom of Siam that they mix: 
wich it ſome common Verniſh, with the Compoſition 
made of the white of an Egg, and ſhining Bones of 
Fiſk ; but this is but a phanhe ; and the Workmen of 
Fokien, who work juſt as thoſe of Czemfi, don't do o- 
therwile. After all theſe Preparations, they pur the 
Vaſes in the Furnace, wherein they kindle a gentle 
and conſtant uniform Fire, that bakes them without 
breaking ; 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
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breaking ; and for fear leaſt the exterior Air Gould 
do them damage, they do not draw them our till « 
while after, when they have acquired their due 
conſiſtance,and after they have been let cool at leifure. 
This is all, Madam, ] have to lay as to the Myſtery of 
Porcelain, that they have fo long fought after in Es- 
rope. Providence, and the Proſperity of Religion chat 
obliged me to run over the of Chins, did 
not carry me into the Province of Q=zemf, where the 
Metal is found whereof they make ir ; fo that I donor 
luthci know it, as to mine own perticular, for to 
be able to deſcribe the nature and particular qualicies 
thereof ; perhaps it is not much different from fome 
loft Stones chat are found in ſeveral Provinces of France. 
And if ſo be the Ingenious would pleale to make lome 
Ex and operate diligently, by making ne 
of leveral forts of Waters, after the above-mentioned 

manner, oo ——__ 7 
Beſides thele Verniſhe Cabinets and Vellels of Por- 
celain, the Chweſes: adorn likewiſe their Apartments 
with Pictures : They do not excel in this Art, becauſe 
they are not curious in perſpeRtive, notwithſtanding 
they diligendy apply t thereto, they take 
delight in it; and there are a great Company of 
Painters in the Country ; fome paint the Cieling, re- 
preſenting upon the Chamber-walls , an order of Ar- 
chiteture without Symerry, by Bands or Fillers con- 
tinued all along around at the top and botrom of 
the Wall, and above the Capital of the Co- 
lomn, which contains only ſingle Colomns, placed at 
an <qual diſtance, without any other Ornament of 
Architeture. Others only whiten the Chamber, or 
glew Paper upon it. They the Pictures of their 
Anceſtors up and down, wich Maps and Pieces 
of white Sattin, on which is painted Flowers, Fowk, 
Mountains, and Palaces ; upon fome others they write 
——_—_ ——__ _ 

t 


" -_ as + 
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the Maxims and Rules of perfet Government. Some 
Chairs, verniſhe Tables, ſome Cabinets, Flower-Pots, 
Lanthorns of Silk, all this well ordered, Ly > — 
due proportion, makes a pretty handlome Apartment. 
Altho* you do not enter the Bed-chamber, yet are 
their Beds very fine ; in Summer they have Taffaty 
Curtains with Flowers, Trees, and Birds in 
Gold and Silk . This fort of Work thar 
comes from the Province of Nankis are in requeſt, and 
a5 to point of Moveables, I have ſeen nothing in all 
Others have Curtains of the 
an cnet to nag. = 


Wa Wine 
DIG with Dra- 

PEROT Sn, © according as every ones Ca- 
—— is in a man- 
ner the lame. They do nor aſe Frather Beds bur 


iles are very thick ; their Bedſtead 
inarily is work,beautified with Figures. 
I have ſeen ſome very fine and exquiſite. 


all that I have ſaid, you judge , Madam, 
7 People have ſhut eter Lan up within the 


Bounds of Oy and Profic, without being over 
Glenons about Ma 
tho” but A 


ificence, which is very regular, 
ent in their —_— nm like- 

as to their Gar e 
og ions much different 4 
for the I- 

chre of their Anceſtors, which they leave uncilled, « 
would chink chemſelves out of their Wits, to pur the 
Ground to no other uſe than to make Alleys and 


ant Groves ol un. 
profirable Trees. The benefic the Commonweal 
commands that all ſhould be ſowed ; 


and their own 
particular Intereſt, char more nearly concerns them 
than the Publick Good, doth not _” them to prefer 
Pleaſure to Profit. M Tis 


_— - 
PENS CT as 
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"Tis true, the Flowers of the Country do not de- 
ſerve their looking after; they have none curious ;and 
tho' many may be met with like thoſe in Exrope, yet 
Co they cultivate them fo ill, that one has much ado 
to know them. Neverthelels there are Trees to be 
ſeen in ſome places,that would afford great Ornament 
in their Garcens, it they knew how to diſpoſe them. 
Inſtead of Fruit they are almoſt all the year longladen 
with Flowers of a florid Carnation; the Leaves are 
ſmall, like thoſe of the Elm, the Trunk irregular, the 
Branches crooked, and Bark ſmooth. If Alleys were 
made ot them mixing therewich (which might eaſil 
be done) ſome c—_ Trees, it would be the ma 
pleaſant thing in the World : But ſeeing the Chineſes 
walk not much, Alleys do not agree with them 

Amongſt other Trees they might diſpoſe of in Gar- 
dens, there is one they call Owtom-cbs, reſembling the 
Sycomore; the Leaves are in Diameter berween $ or 
9 Inches,faſten'dto a Stalk a foot long ; it is extream- 
ly tutted, and laden with Cluſters of Flowers (o thick 
ſet, that the Sun cannot inter(queeze a Ray : The 
Fruit which is extraordinary {mall notwirſtanding the 
Tree be one of the biggeſt, is produced aſter the man- 
ner I am about to relate : Towards the Month of 
AuguH, or end of Taly, there Springs out of the ve- 
ry point of the Branches, little bunches of Leaves diffe- 
rent from the other, they are whiter, foker, and as 
broad, and are in lieu of Flowers, upon the border of 
each of theſe Leaves grow three or four ſmall Grains, 
or Kernels as big as green Peas, that incloſe a white 
Subſtance, very pleaſant to the taſte, like to chat of an 
Hazle Nur that is not yet ripe. This Tree being fruit- 
ful, and the manner of bearing its Fruit being ſome=- 
thing extraordinary, I was apt to believe, ,you 
mighe be deſirous to ſee the Deſcription of it, which I 
have cauſed to be engraven. 


The Chinr/er,who to little apply — 


— —— 
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their Gardens, and manage the real Ornaments, are 
nevertheleſs taken wich them, and are at ſome coſt 
about them ; they make Grotto's in them, raiſe lictle 
pretty Artificial Eminences, tranſportthither by piece- 
whole Rocks, which they heap one upon another, 
without any further deſign, than to imitate Nature. 
If they could, beſides all this, have the convenience of 
oy much Water as is pony TS 
Ligumenons Platucs, they w thi 
deſire no more as to that poine. The Emperor bath 
fe eau , or Fountains, of Exropeas Invention, 

t private Perſons content themſelves with their 
Ponds and Wells. 

Now if this People be careleſs in Domeſtick Orna- 
ments, there are none who do more affe to a 
magnificent in Pablick. The Government that con- 
demns,or rather does not allow bat regulates Expences 
as to other matters, does not only approve of this, bur 
contributes to it on theſe occaſions, far reaſons that I 
ſhall cell you in the ſequel of the Hiſtory. 

When Perſons of Qualicy receive Viſics,or make any, 
when they go along the Streets, or when upon their 
Journey, but eſpecially at ſuch time when they appear 
before the Emperor, or make their Addreſs to the 
Viceroys, they are always accompanied with a Train 
and Air of Grandeur that fills one with Aſtoniſhmene. 

The Mandarin: richly habited are carried ina Sedan 
gilded, and open, born upon the ſhoulders of 8, or 16 
Perſons, accompanied with all che Officers of their 
Tribunal, whofurround them with Umbrello's and o- 
ther Marks of their Dignity. There be ſome that walk 
before them ewo and ewo, bearing Chains, Faſces , 
Scutcheons of verniſhe Wood, upon which may be 
read in large gold Characters, all the Titles of Ho- 
nour annext to their Places of Truſt, cogether with 2 
hroken Bafon upon which they beat a certain num- 
ber of ſtrokes,according to the Rank chey bear in Ng 
2 ro- 
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Province ; they continually ſpeak aloud,and threaten 
the People to make way. Other Officers follow in the 
fame order, and ſometimes four or five Gentlemen on 
dee cates Fellik eaten Rabel 
is, that never appears in Publick wi a i 
three or Domeſticks. 

hw gt Agnes green + 
Horſeback, and when they are of any conſiderable 
Rank, they are evermore at the Head of Twenty five, 
or Thirty Cavaliers. The Princes of the Blood at 
Pekin «ny by four of their Officers, and fol- 
low themielves in the middle of a Squadron that 
marches without order. In brief they wear no Live- 
ries in Chins, but the Domeſticks are habiced accord- 
ing to the Quality of their Maſters in black Sattin, or 
Captions code Dagpiend Menon 

m yet arethe Trappings y 
magnificent ; the Bits, Saddle,and Stirrups are Ilded, 
or elle of Silver. Infiesd of Leather they make Bridle: 
of two or three Twiſts of courſe pinkt Sattin ewo fin- 
gers broad. Under the Horles Neck, at the begin- 
ning of the Breaſt-plate,hang ewo great Toſlels of that 
curious red Horſe-hair wherewith cover the Bon- 
nets, which are faſtened to two huge of Brafs 
gilded or waſht with Silver,hung at Rings of the ſame 
Metal, that makes a Horle look great upon a March, 
altho* upon a long Journey, eſpecially upon a Courle, 
it is cumberſome. 

Not only the Princes and Perſons of the higheſt 
Rank appear in Publick with a Train, but even thoſe 
of a meaner qualicy go always on Horſeback the 
Streets, or in a cloſe Sedan, followed by ſeveral Foot- 
men : The Tartarien Ladies do often make uſe of Ca- 
laſhes with two Wheels, but they have not the uſe of 
The Magnificence bine/e princi 
The of the Chineſe Mandarin: pri 
ly diſplays it (elf in the Journeys they take by Water ; 
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which celebrate with great pomp and charges ; 
the firſt c days in the year are ſpent jn rejoycing 


it any way concerns them to oblerve. Gaming, Feaſt- 
ing, and Comedies take up every bedies time. Tenor 
twelve days before are committed abundance of little 
Robberies, becauſe thoſe who are deſticute of Money, 
ſeek how to come by it, and are reſolved to have ſome 
whoever go without, to ſupply them in theſe Diver» 
tiſements. 

The 15th day of the firſt Month is ſtill more So- 
lemn ; they call it the Day or Feaſt of Lamtborns ; be» 
cauſe they them up in all the Houſes,and in all 
the Streets, infuch a great number , that it is a Mad- 
nefs, rather than a Feſtival : They lighe up,it may be, 
that day two hundred Millions. You will fee, Mas- 
dam, by what I am going to relate,chat they have run 
into Extremes in this Ceremony , which otherwiſe 
might hgve been tolerated, as ſeveral other Cuſtoms 
are, to comply with that Peoples humour, which 
» moſt ſerious delight of Perſons of 

ality. 
wu expoſe to view that day Lanthorns of all pri- 
ces ; ſome of them coſt Two thouland Crowns ; and 
ſuch a Grandee there is who retrenches every  .— 
ſomething from his Table, from = Apparel,and = 
3 
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his Equipage, to appear magnificent in Lanthorns. It 
is not the Materials that is dear, the Gilding, 

rare, the Painting, Silk,and Verniſh make all the hew. 
As for the bi it is immenſe. There are ſome of 
them to be ſeen of upward of Twenty ſeven foot Dia- 
meter : Theſe are Halls, or Chambers, and three or 
four of theſe Machines would make bandſome 
Apartments ; inſomuch that you will admire, Madan, 
to nnderſtand that in China we may Eat, Lye, receive 
Viſits, repreſent Comedies, and Dance Balls in a 
Lanthorn. 

There would be to enlighten it need of a Bonefire, 
ſuch as we kindle in oneof our Publick Squares; bur 
becauſe it would be inconvenient, they are fatisfied 
with an infinite number of Wax Candles or Lamps, 
which at a Diſtance ſhew very pretty. There 
is alſo repreſented divers ſhews to gratifie the Vul- 
gar ; and there are Perſons concealed, who, by the 
help of ſeveral lictle Machines make Puppets to play 
of the bigneſs of Men and Women, the Actions of 
which are fo natural, that even thoſe who are ac- 
quainted with the Trick, are apt to be miſtaken : For 
my part, Madam, I was not deceived, becauſe I was 
never preſent at theſe Speftacies. What I relate is up- 
on the report of the Chinefes, and upon the credit of 
ſome Relations whoſe Authors are well known, and 
whom 1 ſhould be loath to condemn. 

Beſides theſe igious Lanthorns, there are an in- 
finice number of a middle ſize , of which 1 can more 
ſafely ſpeak ; I have feen of chem not only neat, but 
magnificent; they are commonly compoſed of fix 
Faces, or Pains, each of which makes a frame of four 
foot high,a foot and an half broad,of verniſh: Wood, 
and adorned with fome Gildings. - They hang it on 
the infide with a Web of fine Tranſparent Silk,where- 
on is painted, Flowers, Trees, Rocks, and fometimes 
Humane Figures. - The painting is very carious, the 


t 
> 
r 
, 
N 
- 
s 
e 
rs 


_—_—  —— —— rO£OQC_ OS els 


of the Chineſes. 167 


Colours lively, and when the Wax Candles are light- 
ed, the Light diſperſeth a Splendor that renders the 
Work alrogether agreeable. 

Theſe fix Pannels joyn'd together compoſe an Hexa- 
gone ſurmounted by the Extremities of fix carved Fi- 
gures, that make the Crown of it. There is hung round 
about broad ſtrings of Sattin of all Colours , like Ri- 
bonds, together wich divers other fflken Ornaments 
that fall upon the Angles, without hiding any _— 
the Light, or Pitures, We ſometimes uſe them 
an Ornament to our Churches. The Chineſes hang of 
them in the Windows, in their Halls, and ſometimes 
in Publick Places. 

The Feaſt of Lanthorns is alſo celebrated by Bone- 
fi-es that are kindled at that time in all Quarters of the 
City, and by Fireworks; for there is no body but lets 
off Squibs and Crackers. Some have ſpoken of theſe 
as the fineſt Fireworks in the World. There is cepre- 
ſented (according to them) whole Trees covered with 
Leaves and Fruit, you may there diſtinguiſh the Cher- 
ries, Raiſins, A , and Oranges, not only by their 
Figures, but alſo by their particular Colour, every 
thing is painted to the Life, infomuch that one would 
really imagine that they are naturally Trees that are 
enlightned in the Night, and not an Artificial Fire, 
on which they have beſtowed the Figure and Appear- 
ance of Trees. 

Theſe Deſcriptions that are to be read in ſome Re» 
lations of Chins , excite in thoſe who travel thicher, a 
real Paſſion to behold all theſe Miracles; I ſhould have 
been very glad,as others are, to have upon mine own 
Perſonal knowledge been able to have related chem. L 
have often ſought for an occaſion , but all in vain. 
Theſe Fires are not fo ordinary as People imagine z 
and to retrieve them, it will perhaps be neceſſary to 

© back to their time who writ of them. The Father 
Fiiconaries that ſojourn at Pekin, who have been 
M 4 Eye- 
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Eye-witneſſes of what was performed upon this ac- 
count in the Emperor's Palace, have often told me, 
that it was not at all as they imagined it to be, and, 
at the bottom, that there was nothing very extaordi- 
in it. 

"neces, Madam, it is not juſt wholly to con- 
demn theſe Authors, as Perlons of no Credit are 
good honeſt Miffionaries, who would not i up- 
on us at pleaſure, and what I have ſeen in Indie, and 
eſpecially upon the Coaſt of Coremendel , may juſtific 
them in ſome reſpet ; do there really repreſent 
all fort of Figures, not by Artificial Works that burſt 
in the Air like our Squibs (for to me it ſeems not poſli- 
ble to reduce Flame to ſuch determined Figures as 
would be neceſſary to diſtinguiſh Raiſins, and Leaves, 
and much leſs to imitate every reſpe&ive Colour that 
are natuial ro Fruits) but by means of a combuſtable 
Matter compounded of Sulphur, Camphire,and fome 
other Ingredients, wherewith they dawb pieces of 
Wood in form of a Croſs, of Trees, and Flowers, or 
in any other form they pleaſe. 

As ſoon as they have given fire to it, that expanded 
Gum is fet on fircon all fides (———_— O_o 
eill it be totally conſumed, the Figure of the Wood on 
which it was apply'd ; fo that it is no wonder 
that they ſhould make Trees and Fruits of Fire ; and 
I do imagine thoſe they ſo much magnifie in Chins, 
may be ſome ſuch thing, 

ot but that theſe forts of Fires have their Beauty ; 

for, beſides their particular Colour, the prettieſt, moſt 
ſplendid, and wichal the moſt pleaſant tro the Eye i- 
maginable, it is no mean Ornament in a Publick it 
lumination,to be able to repreſent Men, and Horſes of 
Fire, Palaces all on fire, with their order of Archi- 
tecture, Cartouches, and Armories of Light, and a 
great company of other Repreſentations, that mighe be 
made in Ewrope with a great deal more than 
in 
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He had rare Parts, a i way with 
, CRnng, Feng y 


ity, complaining that Life was too ſhort , I 

cnn, ay he 19 he Queen whom be doed on, 
I could you eternally ; but in @ few years, nay 
in a few day: peradventure Death will, is ſpugbt of ww, put 
an end to our pleaſures ; and all my Power will not ſuffice to 
groe you @ Life longer than that which the loweſt of my 
Subjet#s bopes to bave ; thu thought continually troubles 
my Spurit, and 1 ento my Heart @ bitterneſs that bin- 


the ſweetneſs of Life : Why cannot I 
make you reign for ever ? wn there are Stars that 
ond eter ſubjett to death? you 
that ſhine more bright upon Earth, than all the Star; do m 
Heaven i 

Tu true, My Lord, ſaith this fooliſh Princeſs,rchet you 
cannot make your Life eternal, but it depends on you to for+ 
gt the brevity of it, and to lvve as the' you ſhould never 
due : 197 ty Fn o—_ 
the duration of our Life ? morning Star that riſes every 
morning, and the night that comes every evening, do conti- 


Oneday, inthe heat of his Debaucherics and Jol- 
rat 7" 
if 
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mm ws md of ;be ng and end of our day: ; 
as thoſe begin and end, ſo do our that are begun, advance 
with preciputation, and will ſpeedily be at an end. 

Come, come, Sir, let m no longer caff cur n__ s 
Globes that roll over our Heads + Have you © once for 
all to cure your imagination ? Build your ſelf @ new 
ven, ever enlightened, alway: ſerene, always favourable to 
your deſires ; where we perceroe not the leaft foorftep 
of the inflability of burmane things. Tow may tafily do it , 

eretlng @ great and magnificent Palace , ſhut wp, on al 

1, from the light of the Sun ; you may up all around 

ent Lantborn;, whoſe conſtant þ will be pre- 
ferrabie to that of the San. 

Cauſe to be tranſported thither whatſoruver u capable of 
contributing to your pleaſure ; and for fear of being one me» 
went diftratted by them, break off all correſpondence with o- 
ther Creatures, We will both of «« enter into thu new 
Warld that you ſhall create: I will be to you im liew of off 
things, you alone will there yuald me mere pleaſure then all 
the old world can offer 5 yea, Nature it ſelf , that will be 
renewed for our ſakes, will render — than the 
Gods are in Heaven. "Tus there that we will forget the 
viciftude of days and nightt; Time ſhall be no more in re- 
ſeit of ws 5 n# more incambrance, no more ſhadow no more 
clouds nor change im Life : And provided, My Lard, that 
you on your part will be alway: conflant, alway: paſſonate, 
wy felicuty will ſeem to me wnalterable , and your bappineſ' 
will be eternal. 

The Emperor, whether it was that he thoughe he 
could deceive himſelf, or whether he had a mind to 

cale the Queen, is not certain ; but he cauſed this 
inchanted Caſtle to be buile, and there immured her 
and himlſeli. There he paſt ſeveral Months 


in delights, and wholly taken up with his new Liſe ; 
but the People not beingable to endure ſuch Exceſs, 
obliged one of the wiſeſt Kings of the Empire to de- 
clare again!t him, | 


W 
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So ſoon as the Emperor had notice of the Conſpi- 
racy, he appeared preſently in the old World, which, 
= ho qt CIOS heart than 
the new : He appears at of an Army to pu- 
niſh this Rebel ; bur ſeeing himſelf ah ren A the 
People, whom he had fo fooliſhly deſerted, he 
it his wiſeſt courſe to abdicate, and berake 
flight. During che three remaining years of his Lite, 
he wandered Province to Province mcognito in a 
poor Condition, always in danger of being dilcover- 
ed, as if God by his diſquietnefs and continual agita- 
tion, had a mind to puniſh him for that foft ef- 
feminate Repoſe, wherein he thought to have found 
conſtant Delights and eternal Feliciry. In the mean 
time they deſtroyed his Palaces , to preſerve the 
Memory of ſuch an unworthy Action to Poſterity, 
they hung up Lanthorns in every quarter of the City, 
this Caſtom became Anniverlary, and fince that time a 
conſiderable Feſtival in the whole Empire; it is folem- 
nized- at Temicheow with more magnificence than any 
where elſe : And the report goes that the Illuminations 
there are fo ſplendid,that an Emperor once not daring 
openly to leave his Court to thither, commirred 
himſelf,with che Queen, and feveral Princeſſes of his 
Family, into the hand of a Magician, who 
him to tranſport them thither in a trice. He made 
them in the Night to aſcend magnificent Thrones 
that were born up by Swans , which in a moment ar- 
rived at Tamicheow. * 

The Emperor faw at his leiſure all the Solemniry, 
being carried upon a Cloud, that hovered over the 
City, and deſcended by degrees ; and came back a- 
gain with the ſame ſpeed and Equipage, no body at 
Court perceiving his ablence. is is not the firſt 
Fable the Chineſe: have told; they have Stories yon 
every thing, for they are Superſticious to excels. 
in point of Magick, lx it feigned or true, there no 
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the Chins Hiſtory ; but what would they have faid if 
they had chanced to be in the Apartments of Verſailles, 
where the beſt and moſt of Kings fo often af- 
ſembles all che innocent Pleaſures that Chriſtianity al- 
lows, to make his Court, if poſſible, as happy as him- 
ſelf ; if chey did bur behold thoſe Illuminations, thoſe 


Conſorts,thoſe _—_ magnificent Banquets, and 
the Prince hi firivingto mix with the Mulcicude ; 


nay,and would be unknown,were it not for an Air of 
Grandeur which is not annex: to his Dignity, and 
whereof he cannot deveſt himſelf,diſtinguiſh him from 
all the reſt ? 

Since I am ing, Madam, of the Magnificence 
of the Chmneſes, I cannot, without being wanting in a 
material point, paſs over in filence what relates to their 
Emperors, who never appear in Publick, but as ſo ma- 
ny Deities, environed with all the Splendor that may 
attract the reſpet and veneration of the P 
tofoce they rarely ſhewed themſcives ; but the Tarters, 
who reign at preſent, are much more Popular,and the 
late King did not ftand fo much upon nice —_ 


" 
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The preſent Emperor in that, as well as in all things 
elſe, obſerves a Medium, which contents his Nation, 
without totally diſpleafing the Chmeſes. Neverthele(s,as 
moderate as he is, in compariſon of the Ancients, one 
may neg toy he never marches bur at the head, or 
in the midſt of an Army. 

Art ſuch time he is accompanied with all the Lords 
of the Court: There is nothing bur Silks, Gildiags, 
and precious Stones, every thing there is id and 
_—_— the Arms,the Horſes {, the Umbrel- 

s, the Streamers, and a thouſand other Badges of 
Dignity Royal, or of the particular _—__ eve 
Prince, every where ſparkles at that time. In a w 
there is nothing more regular on theſe Occurrencies 
than this Croud ; one knows his reſpective 
Rank ; andthe Head of that Man, or at leaſt his For- 
rune, lyes at fake, who ſhall me indiſcreetly to 
diſcompole the order of the March. 

When he takes a Progreſs to viſiethe Provinces of 
the Empire, he goes commonly Poſt, followed by 
a few Guards and fome Officers of his Confidents ; 
but in all the Cities upon the Road, and in all the 
difficult Paſſages, there are ſo many Troops drawn 
_ Batalia, that he ſeems to ride Poſt crob an 

y. 

He goes ſometimes into Tartery to take the divertile- 
ment of Hunting, but yet always accompanied as it he 
went tothe Conqueſt of fome new Empire He carries 
along with him no leſs chan Forty t Men,who 
endure a great deal of hardſbip, wherher che Weather 
be bot or cold, becauſe they encamp in a very incon- 
venient manner ; nay, and it fomerimes happens, that 
in one of theſe toillome Huntings their dies more Hor- 
ſes then he would loſe in a pitch'd Barrel ; but he counts 
the Deſtru&ion of Ten thouſand Horles as nothing. 

The Fathers that accompany him thicher ſay, That 
never does his Magnificence more diſplay it felf chan 

upon 
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upon this occaſion ; there he ſees ſometimes thirty or 
forty petty Tartarian Kings, that come to addreis him, 
or pay bim Tribute; yea, there be ſome of them chac 
bear the name of Hem or Kam that is to ſay, Emperor; 
they are all of them, juſt as the Aenderins of the firſt 
order, his Penſioners ; he gives them his Daughters in 
Marriage ; and to make them the more fure to his In- 
— declares himſelt their Procetor againſt all 
the Weſtern Tarters who often annoy them ; nay, 
and have ſometimes Forces enough to attack Chimes it 
{:1f wich good Succebs. 

Whilſt the Croud of theſe — appears 
in the Emperor's Camp, the is ul lump- 
tuous : and to the end he may poſleh theſe Barbarians 
with ſome Idea of the Power of Chae, the Train, Ha- 
birs, and Tentsof the Mandarins, are rich and glorious, 
even to excels and profuſion. This is what the Mifſio- 
naries, who have been witenels of the ſame, do report; 
and | ſuppoſe we may give credit to their Relations, 
not only becauſe they all unanimouſly agree in this 
Matter ,but alſo becauſe what they ſay does altogether 
comport with the Genias of the Chmeſes. 

That which the Relation of Father Mageibens re- 
ports, newly tranſlated with Notes , equally learned 
and inſtrucive,concerning the March of che 
Emperor, when he goes to the Temple to offer Sacri- 
fices to Heaven,hath ſomething odd in it,and deſerves 
here to be repeated ; and ſo much the more, becauſe 
theſe chings can neither be ſuppoſed, nor magnitied, 
tor the orders obſerved in Publick Ceremonies is 
known to every body to be fo regular, that the very 
Emperor dares not add or diminiſh the leaſt Article. 

This pompous Ceremony begins with Twenty fouc 
T rumpers, adorned wich Golden Coronets with 24 
Drums ranked,cach of them into two Files ; 24 Men 
armed with Truncheons verniſhe and gilt, 6 or 8 foor 
long, follow —s 
t 


—— 


of the Chincles. 177 
Apartment. Afterwards there appear four Charioes, 
the two firſt of which are drawn by Elephares,and che 
other two by Horkes. Each Sedan and Charice hach 
a Company of 5o Men for its Guard : The Chario- 
reers are richly apparelled, and the Elephants as well 
as the Horſes, are covered with embroidered Houſings. 

Act length this proud Cavalcade is brought up in the 
Rear by 2000 Manderm Officers, and 2000 Otficersof 
the Army, all mo richly cloathed, marching in or- 
der, and according to cheir Cuſtom, with that Gra- 
vity that co reſpect. It is not needful thac che 
Court ſhould be at great Charges for this Pomp; and 
as foon as ever the Emperor is pleaſed to go offer 
Sacritice, they always arc in readinels to attend him 
in this o- der. I do not know, if in our Caroulels and 
Solewn Feſtivak, we have any thing more ſplendid 
and magnificent. 

Bute the King of Chws never appears greater , 
then when he gives Audience to foreign Ambaila- 
dors ; that prodigious number of Troops who arc 
at that rim* in Arms, that incredible number ot 
Mandarin: in their Formalities, diſtinguiſhed ac- 
cording to their rank and quality, placed in or- 
der without confuſion , without noiſe, without im- 
baraſment, in fach order as they would appear in the 
Temples of cheir Gods ; the Miniſters of Scare, the 
Lord Chief Juſtices of all che Sovereign Courts, the 
perty Kings, the Princes of the Blood, the Heirs of the 
Crown, more bumbled before this Prince, then ch-y 
are exalted above the People: The Emperor himſcif 
ſeared on a Throne, who beholds proftrate at his teer 
all chis Crowd of Adorers ; all chis, | fay, bears an Air 
of Sovereignty and Grandeur in it, that is to He found 
no where but in Chas, which Chriftian Humilicry 
does not ſo much as permic Kings to defire in the moſt 
glorious Courts of Exroge 
I ſhould never makg an cad, if Jha a mad eo Ce 

N tcand 
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ſcend to all the particulars of the Publick Ceremonies, 
where the Chineſe; diſplay all their Magnificence ; I 
ſu , Madam,l have ſpoken enough to inform you 
with a juſt Idea of it ; now if you pleaſe ro permit 
me, in the cole of this Letter,co add what I think of it 
my ſelf in reterence to France, where the Riches and 
Ambition of private Perſons have carried ſtatelinefs to 
an higher pitch, than in any other Realm in Exrope ; 
It ſeems to me that the Chineſe: do almoſt ever ſurpaſs 
us in Common and Publick Actions, by a more affe- 
&ed and fpecious outſide ; but, that in Domeſtick 
Things, our Apartments are incomparably richer, the 
Retinue of Perſons of Quality more decently clothed, 
tho' not ſo numerous, the Equi more commodi- 
ous, the Tables better ſerved, generally ing, 
the Expence more conſtant, and better regu { 
am with a moſt profound reſpeQ, 


Madam, 


Tour mot bum. 


and mot} obedient Servant 


L. J. 
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To the Archbiſhop of Rheims, 
firſt Peer of France. 


Of the Language, CharaSers, Books, and 
Morality of the Chineſcs. 


My Lord, 

Frer having had the Honour to entertain your 

A Grace at your ſpare hours, concerning the 

different Properties of the Empire of Chme, 

I believed you would not take it amifs to fee from me 

in writing that which relates to their Language, Cha- 
rafters, Books, and Morals. 

There are certain Poincs of Hiſtory that one cannot 
enter upon without much preparation, and eſpecially 
when one is to explain them to ſuch a Perſon as your 
ſelf, whoſe particular Character it is, to know to the 
borrom,and withthe greateſt exatnels, whatioever you 
do know, there is ired an exatnels, and a cer- 
tain order, which is ſcarce ever met with but in wri- 


ting. 

"T welt know, My Lord, that it is difficult to add, 

upon this Subjet,any new Knowledge to that which 

hath rendered you one of the molt knowing Prelates of 

the Age; how good and ——_ loever the — 
2 0 


1Bo Of the Language,CharaFers, Books, 
of Chins may be, yet are there but faint Glimplſes in 
it of a circumſcribed Reaſon, that diſappear, as ſoon 
as they are brought near thoſe Divine Lights chat Re- 
ligion diſcovers to us, and whereinto you have fo 
long dived by the continual reading of Fathers, Ca- 
nons, and Councils 

Neverthelefs, altho' all the Philoſophy of that re- 
nowned Nation be not able to inftruet us, yet is it 
worth our enguiry to know, To what pirch of Per- 
Ie&tion it hergeo! ore brought Sciences, and that too at 
atime when other People in the World were either ig- 
norant or barbarous ; and to begin at their Tongue 
and Character, which among them contain the chiet 
_ of Literature, this is what 1 have obſerved of 


The Chmeſe Language hath no Analogy with any 
of thoſe that are in vogue in the World, no Afﬀinity 
neither in the Sound, in the pronunciation of the 
Words, nor yet in the diſpoſing and ranging of the 
Conceptions. Every thing is myſterious in this Lan- 
guage, and you will, no queſtion ſtand amazed, a4 
Lord, to underſtand, that all the terms of it may be 
learnt in two hours, altho' there is required feveral 
years ſtudy to ſpeak it, that one may be able to read 
all the Books,and to rm / them p—_ 
out ehending any thing, it another read it ; & 

4 Dogtor may com . a Book with all the claborate- 
ne poſſible, and this very fame Dofor may not 
know enough of it toexplain himſelf in ordinary Con- 
verfation. That a Mute inftructed in the Chara» 
Rers, might with his , without writing, ſpeak 
almoſt as faſt as is neceflary, not to weary the Audi- 
tors. Ina word, that the ſelf ſame words do often 
ſngnihe quice different things, and of two Perſons that 
ſhall pronounce them, it will be a Complement inthe 
Mouth of the one, and foul Language in the Mouth 
of the other. Thele Paradoxes, bow lurpriſing ſhone 
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they may ſeem, are very true notwichſtanding ; and 
our Grace will grant ic, if you pleaſe cw give your 
if never fo lictle trouble to caſt your Eyes upon that 
which I have to write to you about ir. 
This Tongue contains no more than T hree hundred 
and thirty words, or thereabouts, all of one Syllable, 
or at leaſt chey ſeem to be fo, becauſe they pronounce 
them fo ſuccinaly, that a Man cat ſcarce diſtinguiſh 
more than one : Altho' it be a tedious thing to read 
the whole Series of them, yet ſhall [ deſcribe them in 
this place, as well to ler you underſtand the Tone, as 
to give you the Satisfaction to (es, at one Glance of 
our Eyes, compriſed in one ſingle Page, a Language 
t, ancient, {o famous, and I may fay, © cloquent as 
this 1s. 


Theſe few words would not be ſufficient to expreſs 
a Man's feif roundly upon all SubzeRs,to ſupply words 
to Arts and Sciences,to maintain Eloquence in a DiC 
courſe, or in a Work, which is very different a 
the Chineſes, if he had not found out the Art to -_ , 
tiply the Senſe, wichout multiplying the Words. This 
Arc chicfly conſiſts in the Accent they give them ; the 
lame word pronounced with a ſtr or weaker in- 
fiexion of the voice, hath divers "gn ations; fo that 
the Chineſe Language, when it is ſpoken exattly, is a 
kind of Muſick, and contains a real Harmony, which 
compoſeth the Eſſence and particular Character of 
ie. 

There are five Tones that are apply'd to each word, 
according to the Senſe one meansto give it. The ficlt is 
an uniform Pronunciation withour lightning or falling 
the Voice, as if one ſhould continue for lome time the 
firſt Noce of our Muſick : the ſecond raiſeth the Voice 
notably higher : the third is very acute : in thefourth 
you deſcend all on the ſudden to a grave Tone: inthe 
hith you pals to a more deep _ if I may —_ 

i 
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ſo to expreſs my lelf,by hollowing,and framing a kind 
of Baſe. A Man cannot make himſelf heat underſtood 
in this Matter but by the Language it (elf. 

However you already fee, My Lord, that by this di- 
verſity of Pronounciation of 334 words,are made 166F, 
beſides that, one may pronounce ſmoothly, or aſperate 
each word, which is very uſual, and does till increaſe 
the Language by half. Sometimes theſe Monofyllables 
arc joyned together , as we put our Lecters cogether, 
thereby to compole different words : Nay, they do 
more then all chat, for ſometimes a whole Phrale, ac- 
cording as it follows, or goes betore another, hath a 
quice difterent ſenſe ; lo it —_ appears that this 
Tongue, fo poor,lo ſkemingly luccinet, yer for all that 
i» in cftet very rich andextenfive,to expreſs a Man's 
(clf. 

But theſe Riches coſt Foreigners dear to come by 
them;and I cannot cell whether ſome Mifhonaries bad 
not better have labour'd in the Minesthan to have ap- 
ply'd themſelves for ſeveral years to this Labour,one of 
the hardeſt and moſt diſcouraging that one can expe- 
rience in matter of ſtudy. 1 cannotapprehend how 
any one can have other thoughts ; and I muſt confeſs 
I admired toread the new Relation of Father Mag alben, 
that the Chmeſe Language is cafier than the Greek, Latin, 
and all che Languages in Ewrope. He adds,one cannot 
doubt of it, it it be conſidered that the difficulty in 
Tongues proceeds irom the Memory ; now one hath 
no trouble at all in this,that hath but very few words 
in compariſon of others, nay, and may be learnt in 
a days time, 

To argue as this Father does, Muſick muſt coſt us 
Mt an hours time, ſeven Words, and ſeven Tones, do 

/- muck burthen the memory, and it one have but a 
\ oice never {o little flexible, one would chink it were 
no hard matter to learn them ; neverthelebs, we fee by 
daily experience, whoſo begins at thirty or forty yearh 
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unles he have a more than ordinary inclination for 
Muſick, ſcarce ever learns it to purpoſe; nay, and af- 
Ang my mg and long exerciſe , is ſtill co his 
dying day but a pitiful Maſician. How will it tare 
with a Perſon who hath fix Tones to combine with 
above 300 Words, that he does not know by the wri- 
ting, which he mult call to mind ex tempore, when he 
would ſpeak fluen:ly, or when he is to diſtinguiſh in 
another perſon that precipates hiswords,and who ſcarce 
obſerves the Accent and particular Tone of each 
word ? 

It is not the Memory that is put to a fireſs upon this 
occaſion, bat the Imagination and Ear, which in ſome 
certain Perſons never diſtinguiſh one Tone from ano- 
ther ; the turn of the Tongue allo conduces infinitely 
thereto ; and there are certain Perſons that have Me- 
mory (ufficient to learn a Book in tew days, who will 
tug at it for a Month together to pronouhce only one 
word, and all to no purpoſe : How happens it that, 
let him take what care he will, a Man has never a 
good Accent in our Language , when he is born in 
ceriain Provinces, and when he departs from them 
when he is well ſtricken in years. 

Neverthelefs, ro make your felf underſtood in Chi- 
w/c, you mult give to word its peculiar Accent ; 
vary but ances lictle,and you fall into another Tone 
that makes a ridiculous Counter-fenſe ; fo that one 
would call Huw a Beef, whom he intends to call Sz, 
becauſe the word that is common to them both, hath 
not a different Senſe, but only by the different Tone 
they give it : So that it 1s properiy in this Language 
that one may ay, the Tone is all in all. 

This is that allo that makes the Chineſe Tongue more 
difficult than others. When a Stranger that hath but 
a {matrering, intendsto ſpeak French, if he pronounce 
ſome words but never fo lictle well, we calily gueb at 
thoſe he ſpeaks ill, and we know his meaning ; but in 

N 4 Chis 
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Chime one ſingle word badly pronounced,is eo 
render the whote Phraſe unintelligible; and one Phrafs 
at the beginning that is not well heard and under- 
flood, hinders the underſtanding of what follows. So 
when one chances ro come into a Congregation, where 
they have already begun to ſpeak about ſome Buſinefs, 
he ſtares about a good while, withour underſtanding, 
ll fuch time as by degrees chey pur him in che 
way, and till he gets hold of the chicad of the Dit- 
cour ie, 

Beſides what 1 have been ſaying, this Tongue hath 

1ttcularCharacters that diffinguiſh it trom all others. 
Firth of all they do not ſpeak as they wrice, and the 
moſt quaint Diſcourſe is barbarous, harſh ard unplea- 
fant when printed. It is neteflary to wrice well,co make 
ufe of more ſele&t Tertns, more noble Expreflions, 
more particular Turns, that do occur in C_ 

actice, which are to the compoſing of Books, 
the ſtile of which bh mere Sifirent ny the common 
Elocution,cthen our obſcureſt Latih Poers are trom the 
{movrheſt and moſt natural Profe. 

Secondly, Eloquence does not conſiſt in a certain 
diipoſition of Periods, fuch as Orators affet, who, to 
impoſe vpon the Auditors , ſtuff it ſomerimes with a 
parcei of words, betauſe they have but few things © 
tell them. The Chineſe art eloquent by their lively Ex- 
preſſions, noble Metaphors, bold and ſuccin& Compa- 
rilons , and above all, by abundance of Sentences and 
Paſlages raken from cheAnciencs,which amongſt them 
ale of great moment: they deliver a great many things 
in a few words, their Stile is cloſe and myſterious,ob-. 
ſcure, and not continued, they ſeldome make uſe of 
2'l thoſe Particles that illuſtrate, and conne& our Dil- 
courſe. They ſeem ſometimes to ſpeak not © be un- 
Uerſtocd,or,as the? they pretend that a Body may un- 
derſtandchern, even when they do not ſpeak,to much 
ſenſe, and thought, do they indole in a tew ew 
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Te is crue, this obſcurity almoft quite vaniſhes in re- 
ſped of thoſe who have a perſet knowledge in the 
ers; and a Learned Mart that reads a Work,is 
ſellom miſtaken in it, but in ſpeaking one is ofren at 
a fland: And 1 have converſt with fome DoRtors,who 
to underſtand one another in familiar Diſcourſes, were 
to deicribe witch cheir , in che Air the 
reicular Lerter chat expreſt words, «hoſe 
ſe could not be derermined by the Pronuncia- 
rion. 

Thirdly, The Sound of the words is pretty pleaſing 
to the Ear,clpecially in che Province of Nankin, where 
the Accent is more correct than in any other partzfor 
there many pronounce the different Tones fo |y- 
delicately, that a Stranger hath much ado to perceive 
je. Beſides, they never uſe R,which contribures not a 
licrle co mollifie that Language; yer muſt ic be allow- 
ed chat moſt part of the C , that _— to 
correctly, have ſomething of unplealant in the Lan- 
guage, they drawl out their words in length intollera- 
bly ; and tho' they be all Monſyllables, yet by meer 
extending them, they make words infinite and like to 
intire Phraſes. 

They have moreover a Termination which often oc- 
curs, which we expreſs commonly by a double I ; the 
und comes from the bottom of the afrers arieris, to 
uncouth and unnatural,chat it alone is capable of ſpoil- 
ing a Language : Burt as certain forc'd Aſpirations in 
the Cafilian Tongue, do nowithſtanding pleaſe the 
Spaniards ; fo the Chineſes are eerſwaded that cheſe 
ſame Gurrurals that difpleaſe us, are a real grace ; and 
that theſe more Malciline and ſtronger Tones,gives a 
body to their Lan withoue which it would be 
apt to degenerate int6 a Puerile delicatenels, which 
would at beſt have no grace bur in the Mouth of Wo- 
Med and Children. 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, They want abundance of Sounds which 
we exprels by our Letters ; for Example, they do not 
ce A,bdoyrxz, alter the lame manner as we 
do in France ; and when any one forces them to pro- 
nounce them, they always make ſome alteration, and 
uſe ſounds,that in their Language comes the neareſt to 
them, never being able almoſt to expreſs them exactly. 
That formerly was a great difficulty for the Chineſe 
Prieſts in Conlecrating the Hoſt, who could not fay 
Maſs in Latin without falling into a ridiculous j 
Yet there was ſo much pains taken to hams Gate 
Tongue, that at length they have ſucceeded to admi- 
ration: So that the Latin in their mouth is not much 
more different from that of the Portugueſe,than that of 
the Portugueſe is from ours. 

11 chat I have been ſaying, My Lord,is to be under. 
ſtood of the Mandarin Language that is currant all o- 
ver the Empire, which is univerſally underſtood every 
where ; for the common People at Fokizen beſides char, 
ſpeak a particular Tongue, that hath no affinity with 
the ſame,who look upon it in Chmae,as wedo upon the 
Biſcay Language,or Barbreton 1n France, 

What relates to the China Character is no leſs ſin- 
gular than their Tongue; they have not any Alphaber 
as we have,that contains the Elements, and as it were 
the P:inciples of Words ; nay,they-cannot fo much as 
comprehend, how we 2rec able,with ſo ſmall a number 
of Figures, each of which ſignifies nothing, to expreſs 
Upon 4 PICCE of Paper ail our Conceptions,to compole 
ſuch an infinice number of Books, as to ſtock whole Li- 
braries. This Arc of putting Letrers = gy 
words of them, to combine them both into a prodigi- 
ous number ot Senſes, is to them an hidden Myſtery, 
and that which is ſo common amongſt other Nations, 
never obtained amongſt them, either thro' the little 
Converſe they have had with other neighbour Nations, 
or thro* the {mall account they made of Foreign In. 
ventions. Inſtead 
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Inſtead of CharaRters,at the beginning of their Mo- 
narchy they uſed Hieroglyphicks; they painted inſtead 
of writing ; and by the natural Images of things, which 
=y drew upon Paper, they endeavoured to expres, 
and convey their Idea's to others ; fo that to write a 
Bird,chey painted irs Figure ; and ” ihe a Foreſt, 
they re need a great company rees ; a Circle 
Gere the Sun, and a Creicent the Moon. 

This fort of wricing was not only imperieRt,bur ve- 
ry inconvenient ; for beſides that one expreſt his 
Thoughts but by halves, even thoſe few that were ex- 
preſt, were never perieHly conceived, and it was be- 
ſides utterly impothble not to be miſtaken : More- 
over, there makes whole Volumes to expreſs a few 
things, becauſe the painting took up a great deal of 
room. Infomuch that the Chineſes by little and little 
changed their wricing, and com more ſimple Fi- 
gures, tho' leſs natural; they likewiſe invented many 
to expreſs ſome things that painting could not repre- 
ſent,as the Voice, Smell, the Senſes, Concepri al- 
ſions, and a thouſand other Objects that have neither 
Body nor Figure ; of ſeveral —_ Draughes, they af- 
ter made compound ones ; at this rate they mul- 
tiplied their Characters ad infartum, becauſe they 
deſtined one or more of them for each particular 
word. 

This abundance of Letters is in my opinion the 
ſource of the Chineſe: —_— becaule they implo 
all cheir days in this ſtudy, and have not leifure 4 
much as to think of other Sciences, phanſying them- 
ſelves learned enough if they can but read. However, 
they are far from underſtanding all their Letters : It 
is very much, if after ſeveral years of indefatigable 
ſtudy, they be able tro underſtand fifteen or ewenty 
thouſand. The vulgar fort of the Learned , con- 
tent themſelves with les : and I cannot believe that 
there was ever any Dottor that underſtood the third 
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part; for they reckon upward of Twenty four thou” 


As for Strangers, it is ſcarce credible how much this 
ſtudy diſguſts chem ; it is an heavy Crols to be forc'd 
all a Man's life long (for commonly it is not too 
for it} to ſtuff his Head with this horrible multitude 
of Fig : 2+, and to be always occupied in deciphering 
inpt-ct Hieroglyphicks, that have in a manner no 
analogy wich the things they ſignifie, there is not the 
lea't Charm inthis,as in the Sciences of Exrope, which, 
in fatiguing, do not ceaſe to captivate the Spirit with 
Delight. Ir is neceflary in Chins,that = Man may not 
be d&1\{couraged, to ſeek our more ſublime Motives, in 
defe#t of natural Inclination; to make a Vertue of a 
Neceflity, and to pleaſe ones felf to think , that this 
ſtudy, how crabbed and ingrateful foever it ſeems, is 
not ſterile, becauſe it is a lure way to bring M:n © 
the Knowledge of Jelus Chriſt. 

It is that way whereby we make our ſelves ander- 
ſiood by great ones ; whereby we infinuate our (elves 
into their Spirits, and thereby prepare them for the 
> Truths of Chriſtian Religion ; there is not that 

erlon to whom this hope ot preaching the Goſpel 
fuccebfally ,does not incourage,and infpirit, We can- 
not alſo doubr, but that our blefſed Lord may accom- 

ny the Effe&ts of our good Will, with a particular 

leſhng ; and it is more than probable, chat if it had 
not been for the Afliſtance from above, the Miſſio- 
naries would never have been fo great Proficients, as 
to make ſuch a progreſs that has aſtaniſh:t the ableſt 
Doors of the Empire. 

Amoagſit cheſe Charatters there are ſome of divers 
forts, e firſt are almoſt out of ule , and they pre- 
ſerve thei only out of Veneration to Antiquity. The 
ſecond not 1s ancient by far, take place only in Pub- 
lick Inſcriptions ; when there is occaſion for them , 
they conſalt Books , and by the help of a Dictionary 
ie 


= w = - Ws 


— 


a AO. T7 


and Morality of the Chineſes. 18g 
it is eaſie to decipher them. The third much more 
regular and fair, ſerve for the im and allo for 
the ordinary writing : Neverthelefs, the ſtrokes or 
draughts of them being very exact and curious, there 
a conſiderable time to write them in. And for 
that reaſon they have contrived a fourth kind of wri- 
ting, the ſtrokes whereot being more joyned , and 
leſs diſtinguiſhe one from anuther , facilicate the wris 
ting faſter ; for that reaſon they are called voluble Ler- 
ters: Theſe three laſt Charaters do much reſemble 
one another, and do anſwer to our Capital Letters, 
to the printed Letters, and ordinary Writing. 

Inſtead of a Pen they uſe a Pencil held in the 
hand, not obliquely, as our Painters, but dire&tly, as 
if the Paper were to be prickte. The Chineſe: always 
wrice from top to bottom, and begin their firſt Let- 
ter where ours ends; fo that to read their Books, the 
laſt page muſt firſt be ſought for, which with them is 
the beginning: There Paper being very thin, and 
almoſt tranſparent, they are fain to double ir, for fear 
leaft the Letters do run one into gnother when they 
write on the backſide : But theſe doubled Leaves are 
ſo even, that one can hardly perceive ir. 

To write a bad Hand, was never in Chins, as for- 
merly in France, a ſign of Nobility ; every Body is 
ambitious to write fair ; and before one ſtands Can- 
didate to be admitted to the firſt degree of Learning, 
he muſt give a Specimen of his fair Hand. A Letter 
ill cut in a Compoſition, in a Workin a Petition, is 
a conſiderable fault ; and becauſe one ſtroke oiten al- 
ters the whole Senſe, there needs no more to make 
one, upon examination, to loſe the Degree of Do- 
Qor, and conſequently to ruin his Fortune. So that 
all che Mandarin write fair, and the Emperor excels 
in that, as in all other things. 
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Printing, which is but an Art in its infancy in Ex- 
rope, hath been, from all Antiquity in uſe in Chine; 
however it is ſomething different from ours ; as we 
have but few Letters, which we can compole 
huge Volumes, by putting them together, few Cha* 
raters ſuffice, becauſe thoſe that have ferved for the 
firſt Leaf, are ſtill employed for all the others. The 
—_—_— number of Chins Characters hinder you 
rom uſing this way, except only in ſome Reſtricti- 
ons that concern the Palace, and Title pages, into 
which tew Letters can come in : On all other occa- 
fions, they find it more cafic to Engrave their Let- 
— now: ooden Boards, and the Charge is much 


$. 
This is the way they go to work. He who intends 
to print a Book, gets it fair written over by a Maſter 
Scribe, the Engraver glews each Leaf upon an even 
ImoothTable,and then the Draughts with the Graving 
Tool aredone fo exaRly,that the Characters have a per- 
tet reſemblance with the Original ; fo that the Im- 
—_ is good or bad, according as a good or bad 
ibe hath been employed ; this Skill of the Gravers 
is ſo great, that one cannot diſtinguiſh that which is 
imprinted, from what was written by the Hand, when 
ay have made uſe of the ſame Paper and Ink. 

t muſt be confeſt that this fort of Printing is fome- 
what incommodious, inaſmuch as the Boards muſt 
be multiplied as much as the Leaves,ſo that an indiffe- 
rent big Chamber will not ſuffice to contain all the 
little Tables, that ſerved for the Impreflion of a large 
Volume ; yer when the engraving is finiſht, one is not 
obliged at the ſame time to draw off all the Copies, 
by running a venture of not ſelling above halt, and 
ruin his Eſtate by a needleſs Charge. The Chineſe: 
print their Leaves according as they put them off ; and 
the Wooden Plates, which they cafily run over again, 
akrer they hare drawn off Two or Three hundred 

Copies, 
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ies , ſerve for many other different Impreffions. 
ides that, they have no occaſion for a Corrector 
of the Preſs ; for provided that the Leaf be exactly 
written, it is very rare that the Engraver makes any 
Faults, which is none of the leaſt Advantages. 

The Paper of Chine ſeems fo fine , that they ima- 
gined in France that it was of Silk , or Corton ; but 
Cm — gow I GC go. as People 
imagine ; and the Artificers have me , that 
the lictle threads of Silk cannot be beat ſmall 
to compoſe an uniform Paſte, fuch as is requiſite 
the Leaves. All the Chime Paper is made of che Bark, 
or inward Rhind of Bambes ; it is a Tree, more e- 
ven, thicker, ftraiter, and ftronger than the Elder: 
They throw away the firſt Rhind, as too hard and 
thick ; the undermoſt, as being whiter, ſofter, pound- 
ed with fair Water , ſerves for the Matter whereof 
they compoſe Paper,which they take up with Frames 
or Moulds, as long and broad as they think fit, as we 
do here : There are Leaves of ten and twelve foot 
long ; and the Paper of the Leaves is as white , and 
much more even and ſmoother than ours. 

Inſtead of Glew, they pals Alom upon it , which 
does not only hinder it from ſinking, but renders it 
alſo ſo ſhining, that it appears as waſhe over with 
Silver, or impregnate with Verniſh : It is extream 
{mooth under the Pen, but eſpecially under the Pen- 
cil, that requires an even Ground ; for it be rugged 
and knotry, like our Paper , the little threads fepa- 
rate, and the Letrers are never well cerminated. 

Yet for all that the Chins Paper is not laſting , it 
is ſubje& to fret ; any Moiſture or Duſt ſticks co it x 
and by realon of its being made of the Bark of a 
Tree, Worms infallibly breed in ic, if care be not cta- 
ken to beat the Books now and then, and expoſe chem 
to the Sun. So that they cannot preſerve in Chms, 
as we do in Exrope, ancient Manuſcripts; and they 
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continually renew the Libraries , that are therefore 
ancient, becaule they conſiſt of Auchentick Copies of 


; Originals. 

4 rf Grace all things that con- 
cern the Books and Printings of Ching, 1 hope you 
will not take it amils, if 1 eak a word or two con- 
cerning the particular qualicy of cheir Ink : It is moſt 

. hitherto vainly cried in 


I ſay Sticks of Ink, for ic is | 
ours; it is ſolid, and reſembles our Mineral Colours 


ers ; they contrive tor that pretty Moulds of 
Wood fo curiouſly wrought , that one would have 
—wy to make any thing more compleat upon 

When one has a mind to write,they have a little po- 
liſhe Marble upon the Table, made hollow at the end, 
proper to bold water; they infuſe one end ofthe ſtick 
therein, which they rub gently upon the ſmooth 
part of the Marble ; and in a moment, according as 
they rub, there is produced a Liquor , more or leks 
black, wherein they dip the point of the Pencil to 
write with. This Ink s ſhining, extream black, and 
altho* it ſinks when the Paper is {o fine , yer does ir 
never extend further than the Pencil, fo that the 
Letters are exaftly terminated, bow groſs foever 
the ſtrokes be. 


Ir 
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It hath moreover another quality , that makes it 
admirable good tor defigning, that is, it admits of 
all che Diminutions one can give it ; and there are 
many things that cannot be repreſented to the Lite 
without uſing this Colour. Ina word, ic is not fo 
difficule to be made as People imagine; altho” the 
Chineſe: uſe Lamb black , drawn from divers Mut- 
ters, yet the beſt is made of Hogs-greaſe burnt in a 
Lamp : They mix a fort of Ojl with it, ro make it 
ſweerer, and pleaſant Odours to ſuppreſs the ill ſmell 
of the Greaſe and Oil. Afﬀer having reduc'd ic to a 
Confiſtence, they make of the Paſte lictle Lozenges, 
which they caſt in a Mould ; it is at firſt very heavy, 
but when it is very hard, it is not fo weighty by halt, 
and that which chey give for a Pound, weighs not 
above eight or ten Ounces. 

The binding of Books in Chine is likewiſe very 
_ and curious, tho' it comes much ſhort of ours. 

hey don't gild upon the Edges, nor fo much as co- 
lour them. The ordinary Books are covered with a 
grey Paſtboard, handfom enough. They bind others 
according as they pleaſe ; in a fine Sattin , or a kind 
of flowered Tafhty, that is very cheap , and is com- 
monly made on purpoſe for this uſe. I have ſeen 
ſome covered with rich Silk, flowered with Gold and 
Silver ; the Form is always the fame , but they are 
at Colt, according to the Matter they are willing to 
employ. I ſhould never have preſumed, My Lord, to 
take the liberty to ſet down all theſe minute Cir- 
cumſtances, it I were not perſwaded, that a little 
Account is not always difagreable to Learned Men , 
who , like you , are acquainted beforehand with 
the moſt eilential Matters Hence I prefent you 
with ſomething more ſolid , which , without doubr, 
_= may have read ; but Ladd it in this place briet- 

, only co refreſh your memory. 


» The 
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The firſt Hiſtory that was in the World, was , 
without all Controverſie the Book of Gene: 5 bur ir 
muſt be granted , that of all the Books chat have 
reached our know , thole of Chizes are the firſt 
that vave been publi : They name them by way 
of Excellence, The frve Volumes ; and the hold 
nothing more Sacred thanthe Doctrine therein taught. 
Ir is about Four thouland three hundred years ſince 
the Emperour Heamts, after he had invenced the Cha- 
raters, compoled Treaties of Aſtronomy, Arichme- 
tick, and Medicine. 

Near upon Three hundred years aſter, they made 
a Collection of all the Ordinances, and writ the Hi- 
ſtory of King Teo, a Prince recommendable for his 
Piery, Prudence, and the mighty Care he took to 
eſtabliſh a Model of Government in the State. Chun 
and I's his Succeſlors, were no lefs famous ; they re- 
gulated the Ceremonies of the Sacrifice, that they 
were bound to offter to the Supream Maſter of Hea» 
ven, and to the inferiour Spirits that preſided over 
Rivers and Mountains ; they divided the Empire in- 
to Provinces ; they fixt their different Situation with 
reſpeRt ro the Conſtellations of Heaven ; they regu- 
lated che Taxes that the People were to pay ; they 
made ſeveral other Conſtitutions very whoa and 
proper tor introducing good Manners, and very ne- 
cellary tor the Publick (Quiet. All theſe things were 
written ; and whatever theſe three Emperors have 
lei: behind chem to Poſtericy, hath been always con- 
fidered by the Chimeſes as Oracles. 

Neverthelets, being the firſt Laws never compre- 
hend all things, the Emperors who reigned a Thou- 
fand ſeven hundred ſeventy fix years before our Savi- 
our, upon mature deliberation, and by the Counſel 
and Advice of their Sage Miniſters, thought chem- 
{elves obliged ro make an Addition of new ones. 
They report that Cootſon, a Prince, in whom — 

an 
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and Zeal in Religion , did infinitely inhance che 
Noble qualities he had received from Nature, ſaw in 
a Dream the Figure of a Man coming from Heaven. 
After he was awake, the Image remained & lively 
engraven upon his Mind, that he cauſed hin to be 
mp: as and found him at length an:ongſt the 
M . So Gon as this Man apply'd himfelf to the 
Government, he ſeemed to be inſpired, and made 
ſeveral beneficial Regulations, that perfeterd! the an- 
cient Ordinances, which were again augmented un- 
der ſucceeding Reigns ; inſomuch that being all colle- 
Red togecher,there was a Book com- 
poled of them which the Chineſe call * The firſt Book 
* Chakim, which amongſt them is «ated Contr. 
of as great Authority, in reference 
to the Politick State, as Moſes and the Prophets arc 
amongſt the Jews, as to what concerns the Worſhip 
of God, and Form of Religion. 

FR, Second Book, —_ the Chineſe: reverence 
its Antiquity, is a Concinuation and Serics 
of Qdes , Poems compoſed 
under the Reigns of the third Race. + The ſ:cond Book 
Where are deſcribed the Manners Crwm 
and Cuſtoms of che petry Kings of 
Chins, who governed the Provinces in dependance 
upon the Emperor. Confucior mentions them wich 
Elogiums ; which makes vs incline to judge 
| ok procels of time they had been corrupe:d by 2 
mixture of ſeveral bad Pieces ; there are fome fuch 
found in them very ridiculous, not to fay impiouy. 
Fobi, Founder of the Monarchy, compoſed before 
that time Poems of that Nature , bue they were fo 
obſcure, that what care foever they took to put a 
good Conſtruction on them, yet have they been fain 
to confels that they were not intelligible. This Ob- 
ſcurity , fo impenitrable by all the Lights of me 
Learned, hath givea occaſion G many Superſtitions. 
2 The 
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The Bonzd's wreſt them to a w uſe,that they may 

lay what they pleaſe ; they 200 in ecipa of ham an 

incxhauſtible Fountain of Fables and Chimera's , 

which they make uſe of, for to cauſe the P to 
in their Faith upon their 

* The thicd Bock However , they have compiled a 


UV-lum, * Tome of them, which holds che 
third Rank amongſt Claffick Au- 
thors. 

+ The Fourth The + Fourth contains the Hi- 

Teoun-Qfous. ſory of ſeveral Princes, their Ver- 


tucs, Vices, and Maxitns of the Government , that 
have teen colleted by Confuciws, and Commented 
upon by bis Diſciples. 
The | Fifth treats of Cuſtoms 
| The fiſth 1j4, and Ceremonies. There #» menti- 
on made of Temples, Sacred Vel- 
ſcls ; of the Duty of Chilren to their Parents , and 
Wives to their Husbands ; Rules of real Friendſhip , 
Civilities at Feaſts ; of Hoſpitality, Muſick, War; of 
Funeral Honours,and of a thouſand other things that 
regard Society, 

Theſe five Books are very ancient,and all the others 
that have any Authority in the Empire are nothing 
bur Copies, or Interpretations of them. Amongſt a- 
bundance of Authors, who have taken you aboor 
theſe fo fimous Originals, none is fo — — 
eminent as Conſucims ; they have a great clleem, elpe- 
cially of that which he compiled in four Books, u 
on the ancient Laws, which are looke upon as 
Rule of Perfet Government. There he treats of the 
grand A-t of Keigning, of Mediocriry, Vertnes and 
Vices, of che Nature of Things, and of common 
Dutics, This laſt Tome notwithſtanding, is not fo 
much the Work of Cenfacias, as of Menciae his Dilci- 
ple, ol a Lite Ic6 regular than that of his Maſter, but 


of a Stile more cloquent and pleaſant. 
Beſides 


© 
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Beſides theſe Nine Books , there be ſome others 
much in rogue, as the Univerſal Hiſtory of the En 
pire, the truch of which is no leſs confirmed in C6i- 
»s, than it is in our moſt noted Hiſtories in Exrope. 
The Books that treat of the Education of Children, 
of Obedience, of Loyalty , are aſcribed tro Confuciae. 
Some of them may be mer with that Diſcourſe of 
Medicine, Agriculture, Plants, of the Military Arr, 
of Arts Liberal and Mechanick , of particular Hiſto- 
ries, Aſtronomy, Phylolophy, and a great many 0- 
ther Parts of Mathematicks. In ſhort, they have 
their Romances, Comedies, and what I place in the 
lame rank, a plain, abundance of Treaties compoſed 

the Benzs's, concerning the Worſhip of the Dei- 

of the Country, which they alter, diminiſh, and 
increaſe, according as they ic neceſſary to in- 
= the People, and (well their Revenues. 
all theſe Books they have compiled numerous 
Libraries, forme whereot were compoſed of above 
Forty thouland Volumes ; bur all theſe brave Works 
that Antiquity took fo much pains to bring forth , 
which private Perſons had amaſled with fo yalt Ex- 
pences, were well-nigh all deſtroy'd by the Tyran- 
nical order of one Emperor. Three hundred years, 
or thereabours, after the Death of Confucice , that is 
to lay, Two hundred years before the Birth of our 
Saviour Chriſt, the Emperor Chiboamr:, illuſtrious by 
his Valour and Milftary Science , of which he was 
Maſter beyond all his Predeceſfors ; and ftill more 
conſpicuous by the prodigious Wall he cauſed to be 
buile, to ſecure his Terricories from the Irruptions of 
the Tartars, refolved to extirpate all Sciences ; and 
not ſatisfied with putting a great number of Doctors 
to death, he ordered his Subjedts upon pain of d-th, 
to fer fire on all the Books in the Empire, ex-ept 
thole that treated of Agriculeure, Medicine, and Sor - 
cery. 
O x This 
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This Conflagration, the moſt remarkable that ever 
the Republick of Lewners ſuffered, was like to have 
utterly ruined the Empire, and would have made in 
time, of the moſt polite and accompliſhe Stare, the 
moſt barbarous and ignorant Kingdom in the World, 
if aſter the Tyrant's death, the Love of Sciences,that 
began to Revive in all Men's Breaſts, had not in forme 
meaſure repaired this loſs. 

The old Men, who to cuſtom had, du- 
ring their youth , learnt al all theſe Books by 
heart, received order to write them faithfully over : 

found ſome of them in the Tombs, that the 

zealous had concealed, ro which they gave a 
RelurreRtion, by publiſhing them in another Edition, 
Some of them they fetched from the Graves, and 
Holes of Walls, that indeed ſuffered great Damage 
by Moiſture-and Worms, however , in a Condition 
to ſerve their turns that laboured alter cheir Reftora- 
tion, what was defaced in theſe latter, being pretry 
intire in ſome others, 

All chis Care did not hinder the new Edition to 
be deiedtive ; there remains in ſome places Lacene's, 
and there hath been inſerted into others, fome Pieces 
by the by that were not in - Originals. The Ch 
neſes themiclves take notice thels Faules, and of 
ſome others of leſs moment ; but chey are fo Super- 
ſticicus in p: elerving what was down to them 
from Antiquity, that they even pay Reverence to its 
Faulrs 

I &-u'd not, Ay Lord, afford you a Light diffuſive 
erouth into the Chineſe Literature , ſhould I not 
{peak more particularly of Confuciwr, who makes the 
principle Ornament of it. He is the moſt pure Source 
of their Dodrine; he is their Philoſopher, their Law- 
g ver. their Oracle ; and albeit he was never King, 
one may nevertheleſs avouch, that during his Liſe, he 
hath governed a great part of Chime, and that he _ 
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had ſince his death a greater ſhare then any one in 
the Adminiſtration of the Aﬀairs of State, by the 
Maxims that he hath promulgated, and the fair Ex- 

that he hath exhibiced; fo that he is ſtill che 
Model of all honeſt Men : His Life hath been wric 
by feveral Perſons : I hall report what they com- 
monly ſay of it. 

Confucis, whom the Chmeſes name Count, was 
born in the Province of Cheuren , the Thirty ſeventh 
year of the Reign of the Emperor Kim , Four hun» 
dred fourſcore and three years before che Incarnation 
of our Saviour ; the Death of his Father that prece- 
ded his Birth, made them call him Teefe, which fig- 
nifies Child of Sorrow ; he derived his Pedigree from 
Tiny, Twenty fevench E of the Second Race : 
How illuſtrious (oever this Family might be by a long 
Series of K it became much more fo by the Life 
of this an : He eclipſed all his Anceſtors, but 
he gave his Poſterity a luftre char ſtill concinues, after 
more than Two thouland years. Ching acknowledges 
no true Nobility but in this Family, equally reſpe&t- 
ed by Sovercigns, who have derived from thence, as 
from the Source the Laws of Perfet Government, 
and beloved by the People, ro whoſe Happineſs he 
hath ſo ſuccebfully concribured. 

Cenſucizs did not proceed by the ordinary degrees 
of Childhood, he feem'd Rational a great deal ſooner 
than other Men ; for he cook delight in nothing that 
other Children are fond of : Playing, going abroad, 
Amuſements proper to his Age, did not at all con- 
cern him ; he had a grave, a ferious Deporement, 
that gained him reſpet, and was at that very time a 
Prelage of what one Jay he was like to be : But that 
which diſtinguiſherh him the moſt, was his Exemplz- 
ry and Unbiailed Piety. He honoured his Relations; 
he endeavoured in all things to imitate his Grand- 
Cuher, who lived in Chino all that time, and who'e 
O 4 Mcmory 
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Memory was precious for his San&tity : And it was 
obſervable that he never eat any thing but he proſtra- 
red himſelf upon the Ground, and offered it to the 
Supream Lord of Heaven. 

ing yet a Child he heard his Grandfather fetch 
a deep Sigh , he came-up to him, and when he had 
ſaluted him, bowing leveral times to the very ground , 
May | be ſo bold, lays he, without lofeng the refpet 1 owe 
you, to ak you the eccaſron of your Grief f Perhays you 
are afraid that your Poſt erity may neglet# the Care of Ver« 
twe, and may diſbonour you by their Vice. What put thu 
Thought imto your bead ? lays Courmmtſe to him , and 
where bave you learnt to fheak after the manner? From 
you your ſelf, replyed Confucim; 1 attemivocly bear you 
every time you uw , and | have often brard you ſay, that 
s Son, who by bu manner of lroing does not keep wp the 
Repmtation of bu Anceftors, degenerates from them , and 
dots mot deſerve to bear their Name. When you ſpoke after 
that manner, did not yew think of me { and might not that 
be the thing that trewbles you ? This old Man was 
overjoy'd at this Diſcourſe, and alter that ſeemed not 
to be dilquicted. 

Confacrew, alter his Grandfathers death, was a con- 
ſtanc adherer to Term /e, a famous Doftor of thoſe 
times ; and under the Conduct of fo great a Maſter, 
he became in a ſhort time a conſiderable Proficient in 
the Knowledge of Antiquity, which he looke upon, 
even there, as the moſt periet Model. This Lan 
for the Ancients had like cne day to have coſt him 
his Life, cho' he was then but Sixteen years of Age : 
For diſcourſing with a Perſon of the higheſt qualicy, 
who ſpoke of the obſcurity and unprofitablenefs of 
the Chineſe Books, this Child read him fomewhat too 
=_ a Lecture concerning the reſpet that is due to 

The Books you fptak of, lays Confucimcomtain profound 
Dottrine, the Senſe of which # wot to be penetrated _ 

] 
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Qion and reſpet of the Adanderin : Bur 

that poſleſt him to be thus gravelled by a Child, did 
fo nettle him, that he reſolved to be revenged. He 
cauſed his Houſe to be inveſted by his Menial Ser- 
vants, and, without doube, he would have flowen 
our into fome Extremity , had not the King, who 
had notice of ic, given him order to withdraw. 

When Confucizr was a lictle more advanced in 
years, he made a Colledtion of the moſt excellence 
Maxims of the Ancients, which he intended to fol- 
low, and inſpire into the People. Each Province 
was at that time a diſtint Kingdom, that a Prince, 
who depended upon the Emperor, governed by pa - 
ticular Laws : He levied Taxes, diſpoſed of all Pla- 
ces of Truſt, and made Peace as he judged expedi- 
ent, Theſe petty Kings had ſometimes Differences 
amongſt them ; the Emperor himſelt fiood in fear of 
them ; and had not always Authority enough to make 
himſelf be obey'd by them. 

Confucixs being periwaded that the People would 
never be happy, {o long as Intereſt, Ambition, and 
falle Policy id reign in all theſe Petty Courts; 
iclolved to preach up a ſevere Morality , to prevail 


upon 
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Men to contemn Riches and 


FTH- Fo! 


igious Change, that c 
quice another ching than 
i ing Princes began « 
; they perceived that a King ruled 
this Character , would quickly render himſelf too 


bled his Miniſters, and propaunded to them an Ex- 
pedieat to put a ſtop to the Cariere of this new Go- 
vernment : Airer a long deliberation,this was the Ex- 
pedient they bethoughc themlclves of, 

They choſe a great Company of young Maids, 
handiome, well ed, and periedly well inſtru&- 
ed in whatfozver might pleaſe. Then , under pre- 
tence of an Embaſly , they preſented chem I 

ng 


Confucias perceiving that the Publick Aﬀairs would 
ſuffer by ic, endeavoured to bring Men to themſelves 
again ; but this new kind of Lite had fo charmed 
them, that all his endeavours proved ineffectual : 
there was no remedy, the Severny of the Philoſo- 
pher, whether he would or no, muſt give place © 
ities of Courtiers. So char 


to improve his Maxims. 

But he met with great Obſtacles, and run from 
Province to Province almoſt , without reaping 
advantage ; becauſe the Politicians dreaded fe 
the Miniſters of Princes had no mind to haves Com- 
petitor, that was in # capacity to leflerj cheir Aucho- 
rity, oy them oft their Credir. So that for- 
ſaken by all the World, he was ofren times reduced 
to utmoſt Extremity, in danger of being ſtarved, or 
to loſe his Life by che Cond iracy of miſchievous 
Men. Neverthelefs, all theſe Dilgraces did not tmove 
him ; and he would often ſay, That the Cauſe be ds- 


fended was too goed, to appribend — 
fom it ; Ihe dive war oe ohet A6D þ pro , that 
could bart bim ; and that when « Mah # tlevated ro Hea» 


s ſincere difire of Perfeftion , bt @ ( 
BT hs. mh bv fo much 41 fo fe Neu 
m thu lower World. 
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So that he was never weary of inſtructing thoſe 
who loved Vertue. A ſt a great Company of 
Diſciples that put themſelves under his Tuition , 
he deſtined ſome to write a fair hand, others apply'd 
themſclves to argue exaRly, and to deliver them 
eloquently in Publick. - He would have others to ſtu- 
dy to frame to themſelves a true Idea of a good Go. 
vernment : But he counlſelled thoſe for whom he had 
a more particular kindne(s to govern themſelves well, 
to cultivate their Mind by Meditation, and to puri- 
he their heart by Vertue. 

Humane Nature, (aid he often to others , came from 
Heaves to w moſt pure and perfef?, in proceſs of time Ig- 
nerance, the P , and evil Examples bave corrupted 
« ; all conſiſt; in the re-inſt ating it, and gruing it its pri» 
muros Beauty : and that we may be perfec} , we muſt ve 
#/cend to that port from whence we deſcended. Obey 
Heaven, and follow all the Order: of bim who governs ut. 
Love your Neig bbour a1 your ſelf ; never ſuffer your Sen- 
ſer 10 be the Rule of your Condutt , but brarken 10 Rea- 
on in al thang 1 : It will mfrutt you fo think well, to ſpeak 
diſcretely, and to perform all your Attions bolily. He lent 
Six hundred of his Diſciples into different places of the 
Empire, to reform the Manners of the People ; and 
not ſatisfied to benefit his own Country,he olten took 
4 Reſolution to paſs the Seas, and extend his Dodtrine 
to the Extremity of the Univerſe. There is ſcarce 
any thing can be added either to his Zeal, or to the 

urity of his Morality, they were fo Superlative. 
ethinks he fometimes ſpeaks like a Doctor of the 
New Law, rather than like a Man that was broughe 
up in the Corruptfon of the Law of Nature : and that 
which perſwades me that Hypocriſic had no ſhare in 
what he laid, is, That his Actions never bely'd his 
Maxims. In fine, his Gravity and Mildnefs in the 
Uſe of the World, his rigorous Abſtinence, ( for he 
paſt for the lobereſt Man of the Empire ) his Con- 
tempe 
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tempt of the Good Things of the World, that con- 
tinual Attention and Watchfulnefs over his Ations , 
and then, what we find not amongſt the Sages of 
Amtiquity, his Humilicy and Modeſty would make a 
Man apt to judge that he was not a meer Phi 
frrmad by Reaſon, but a Man inſpired by for 
the Reformation of this New World. 

The Chineſe: report that he had frequently this 
ſaying in his Mouth, þ «s =» the Wet where the Tra 
Saint « found : And this Sentence was fo imprinted 
op the Spirit of the Learned, that Sixty five years 
atter the Birth of our Saviour , the Emperor Mimi 
touched with thele words, and determined by the 
Image of a Man that appeared to him in a Dream 
coming from the We#t, Ambaſſadors that way, 
with ſtri& order to continue their Journey till they 
ſhould meet the Saint whom Heaven had acquainted 
him witch. 

It was much about the fame time that St, Themes 
preached the Chriſtian Faith in the Indies ; now it 
theſe Mandarins had followed his Orders, peridven- 
ture Chins might have received benefic from the 
Preaching of this Apoſtle. But the danger of the 
Sea, that they feared , made them ſtop at the firſt 
Iſland, where they found the Idol Fo, or Foe, who 
had corrupted the Indies ſeveral years before with his 
damnable Do&rine : They learnt the Superſticions of 
the Country ; and at their return propagated Idolatry 
and Atheiſm in all the Empire. 

Confucizs lived ſecretly Three years, but ſpent the 
latter end of his days in Sorrow, in —_— Wick- 
ednebs that reigned amongſt the People. He has been 
often heard to lay, The Mountain « fallen, and an bigh 
Machine was deftrojed ; to denote that the grand Edi- 
fice of Perfeion, that he had Ereced with fo much 
Care in all the Realms, was as good as overthrown. 
Kings, (aid he, one day during his laſt Sickneb, «ds 

not 
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fell into a Lethargy, that continued Seven days, at 
end of which he gave up the Ghoſt in the Em- 
braces of his Diſciples. 


time honoured him as a Saint, and 
influenced Poſterity with a Veneration of him, which 
ility will never have an end but with be 
ings have built Palaces for him after his 
Provinces, whither the Learned at 
Certain _——_— to pay him Honours There is 
ta be ſeen in feveral places, theſe Tides of Honour 
writ in huge Characters, To the great Maſter, to the 
bead Dottor, to the Saint; to bim who taught Emperors 
and Kone However , what is very extraordinary, 
never did the Chineſe: Deific him ; they, I fay, who 
have given the quality of God, or as they ſpeak, the 
quality of pure Spirits to many Mandarins, not fo e- 
minent as he; as if Heaven, that had given him 
Birch for the Reformation of Manners, was unwilling 
that ſuch a wellordered Life, ſhould, after his death, 
adminiſter occaſion of Superſtition and Idolatry. 
They preſerve to this day in Chins Anticks that 
repreſent him to the Life, and pretty well agree wich 
what Hiſtory hath left us concerning him. He was 
no handiom Man ; he had moreover upon his Fore- 
head a Swelling, or a kind of Wen, that disfigured 
him, which he made others often to take notice of 
to humble him. As for the reſt, his Stature was fo 
camely and proporticnable, his Behaviour fo grave , 
his Voice fo ſtrong and ſhrill, that if be was but ne- 
ver io lictle patherical, one could not chooſe but be 
affected,and hear him with reſpe&t. But the Maxims 
of Morality he hath ſcattered here and there in his 
Works; or which his Diſciples took care to colle&, 
draw a much more lively and adrantagious Pour- 
traiture 


Valume to iclace thera all. 
that came to my knowledge, 
of a Book compaled one of the principle Aends- 
rizs of the Empire, Rules at preſent in Pen. 


Maxim L 
Beauty is not to be deſired by a wiſe Man. 


, Gn ing to ſee the King of a Province, he 
f him wich his Favourite that was a Lord won- 
derful handſome. The King, fo foon as he ſaw him 
come in, faid to him ſmiling, Confucizs, if thy Coun- 
tenance could be changed, I would willingly give you all 
the Beauty of thu young Courtier. Sir, aniwered the 

| er, that w not the thing I wiſh; the exterior 
form of @ Man « of little whe to the Publick Gued. What 
do you deſire then, (laid the Prince f I difre, My Lord, 
lays he, in «ll tbe Member: of the Empire that juſt Syme- 
try that make: up the Beauty of the Government, and bin. 
deri the Body of the State to be deformed. 


Maxim IL 


A Man muſt confing bimſelf , if be means 
to be bappy. 


So ſoon as he underſiood that his Mother was 
dead, he came into his Country to pay his laſt De- 
yoirs to her, be wept for her bitterly, and ſpeax chree 
days without eating ; that was perhapstao much, yet 

a 
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a Philoſopher of that Country thought it not 
4s form, lays he, I bove been ſeven day; without 

wpon the death of my Relations 5 and you, 

ho be render 1» Sa, an whew of the World coft 
their Eyes to ſee bow you will imitate him, you bave ſatiſ- 
fied your 0 4s with three days Abſtinence. Confucims an- 
ſwered him, The Ceremonies have been regulated by the 
Ancient: to reſtram the mdiſcreet and ſtir up ._.- backward. 
__——— yy b FOO EI 
nat SS ow , that Wiſdom, 
and the wiſe Man reſide? 1 you may ner out of 
i. Remember that Vertut uw nat an exceſs, and Per- 
feliion bath is lamits. 


Maxim IIL 


A Man ought to change often, if be would 
be conſtant in Wiſdom. 


A Perlon of Quality ſaid one day to Confuciwe, Towr 
Grandfather was never wanting in any duty of Croility mn 
refpelt of great Perſons 5; nevertbeleſs bu Doftrine, the” 
boly, never chtaind, or got footing: How do you ima- 
gine then that yours ſhould be folowed, ſeeing you bave # 
Magiſterial Gravity that repulſe; Men, and proceed: ſome- 
Fimes 10 — Thu u net the way ts be welcome 
at Princes Courts. Age bath it; ways , anſwered 
Confucims, in o7 Grd ather'r time Princes and Officer « 
woe able 2 hs delighted im order, every one kept bu 
Station ; to Lo s Manw': ſelf m their Aﬀettions, «t 
beboved s Man to be poliſkt, and regular like them. At 
thu day Men walue nothing but Courage and Haugbtmefo, 
wherewith Princes endeavour to impure their Officers; # 

Man ought to change with the World, that be may be n 6 


capacity 
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ty to win it : A wiſe man would ceaſe & to be, 
toumeatotoetbandtra 


Maxim IV. 


The Grandees of «a Kingdom are not al- 
ways the great Men of the State. 


Confucizs coming to the Court of one of the Ki 
of Chins, was very well received. This Prince 
lowed him an Apartment in his Palace , and came to 
viſit him there himſelf: At the end of the Viſie , he 
faid co him, Tow come not for nothing into my State ; 


rince , #bo are they * My Lord, 
Famer yore Man on whom 
you way rely. burſt out a laughing ; How, 
4g fs wb 1 beve wet Employment: e- 
nough for the Lords of my Court, and would you have me 


take & Labourer into my Service. 
The Philoſopher, without being moved, replyed ; 
Vertue #s of all Trades and Conditions, bi « more 


GAP oo + $0 Aoous « have rwo 
oms in the Empire that have 

runy7eunfly by two Labowers *. * Toher-coum, and 
What Incowcenience « there , thi" @ Chanrichs. 

Man of that Charater govern yours ? 

Believe me, Sir, the Court bath bitherto ſupply'd you with 
s good Company of evil Minifters : Suffer « Country Vid 
lage to preſent you with @ wiſe —_—_— G— Employ- 


ments, 
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te 4 Confucia 
voy lan = « King a poop te Mandarin 
ſal fat th  t ww hfto 0 ated. 


red. nd fd sf Te: þ apo of, Bf. 4-41 
neres im bum 

make: wie ef my Lt at a paTy «4 pom 
penter mſes Timber =» bu Works, be does not reje# one 
Beam, becauſe there # « flaw in it , provided it be 
enough to ſupport wg gry : would wot | 
your ety, for the of of @ coup 10 twrw 
RR om conquer you two K 64 id 


Maxim 


Maxim 


RENT 
bo 


: 4 f 
, « not far from death : 


diſcrver to the Prance the defeils of the 
Mind, with the ſame liberty Men diſcover ts bum the ma- 


ladies of the Body. 
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Maxim VIL. 


The wiſe Man goes forward apace , be- 
canſe the right way is always the 
ſhorteſt ; on the contrary, the crafty Po- 
litician arrives later at bis end, becauſe 
be walks in By-ways and crooked 
Paths. 


The King of Ouri confeſſed to Confucim, That 
there was nothing ſo fine as Wiidom ; _ 
culry of acquiring it, diſcouraged the m _ 
geous, and diverted the beſt dilpoled Minds. As for 
my pert, added he, I bove wſed endeavears , but all in 


wan; 1 am reſolved to eaurdy Av drdg ge i, 


and « ſmall parcel of Policy will ſupply the defe# of that 
Wiſdom that w meceſſary to good G - Gur, an- 
{wered Confacim, ta true, Briſdem u ſeated on @ loft 
Place, but the Road to it uw not ſo impratiicable as People 
imagine, it grow! plainer and plainer, according av you go 
on ; and once got at it, one cannot go back —_ 

er 10 fall down the Precipice ; mn ſuch « ſort, 
4 gary» fl. ceaſe berg ſo, without domg wie» | 
lence to bimnſelf m ſome reſpect. 

But do you think that a Prince bath no trouble when © 
be marches m the indirett Paths of @ t60 Artificial and © 
Knawſh Policy ? All theſe Refmenents and Subtilties A 
plex the Spirit : But which # the way to nw > 
theſe Imtriguer ? None ingages im @ Labyrinth without of 
fear ; oftentimes a man loſetb bimſelf therein ; and when © 
one gets ont, it u after a great many wandrings, and mi(ſ- © 

fmg 
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fig the way, that diſquitts the Mind. Take you which 
way you pleaſe;as for me,Sir,l am perſwaded that in a 
Popular ment, folid and conſtant Vertue goes 
farther than the moſt ſubtle and refined Policy. 


Maxim VIIL 


Thoſe who defire the moſt perfe& State, 
do not always ſearch the Perfefion of 
the State, but the Sweetneſs. Would 
you be faxt in the World ? let this fank 
into your Mind, That to take up « new 


Courſe of Life, is nothing elſe but to paſi 
from one Tronble to another. 


The Son of a King being wrought upon by the 
Life that Confurims lead , perceived thoſe firſt defires 
| of Wifdom to fpring ap in his heart, that a good E- 
' E ducation, and good Examples are wone to infuſe in- 
' & to young Perfons, when they have not been yet cor- 
| rupted by the Commerce of the World. He wenteo 
, find him our, and told him, That be war reſolved ts 
" 3 abandon all things for to become one of bu Diſcivies ; for, 
the truth &, there are @ thouſand Sorrows to be wnder- 
gone in that Courſe of Life, wherem my Birth engageth 
me ; whereas yours ſetmy to me full of Sweetnefi and De- 

hr 


| $mce "tis the Sweetnefs you look for im my ſtate, ant» 
* f{wered Confuciar, I ſhould not adviſe you to enter npen 
*: A Man often times metts with Trouble, the more be 
awids it. Heaven bath inſpired me with the love of « 
P 3 Provate 
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Private Life, bath been pleaſed to make you to be born 
ts Rule. Be @ King, and do net ſeth after Peace too 
much : On the comrary, If you be not willing to loſe 
our States, wage an advantageous War with your 
mics ; bur fight more couragiouſly againſt your 
Paſſions, and againſt being in love with a ſweet and 
eaſie Lite, if you haye pot a mind to deſtroy your 
ſelf. 


Maxim IX. 


Thoſe who are diligent, and would do all, 
put off many things till the next day. 


His own Son Laid to him one day, I carefully apply 
wy ſelf to all ſorts of fudy , I omit nothing whereby to 


beceme @ good Scholar , and yet I make progreſ 
This wits Father faid to him, Om ſomerbing, and you 
will make @ great + *j K 

long Tourneys afoot 

ran 7 bn all thi 

deſire to embrace 1 of bus 


ſe able mo- 
all apply'd themſelves to 
eve them courage and | 
things, by little and 
, who hike you, would 


twns. The Saints bawe forff 
the moſt caſie things 5 Suc 
ſtrength ro grapple with more 
little they became perfet. * 
do all in one day, do nothing all their Lite : On the 7 
other hand, thoſe who never apply themſelves but to © 
_—_— hnd at the long run that they have done *' 


Maxim 


— "—_— 
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Maxim X. 
One ought not to wonder that the wiſe 
Man walks in the Way of Ver- 


tue, than the ill Man does in that 
Vice; Paſſion burrjes, and Wiſdom guides. 


One of his Friends complained of the ſmall pro- 
grels he made in Vertue; 1 labour, faid he, theſe ſeve- 
ral years to imwate the Primitroe Samir, and 1 am 
imperſef?. Had I but never ſo lute appiyed -7 
imut ate the Wicked, and folow their Example, 1 Goals 
bove rid 8 deal of Greand in # ſhort fface : Why 
it not ſo cafie to attain to Perfeftion, as to abenden ones ſelf 
to Vice ? 

The « no wonder, fays Confucian, Vertze « on bigh, 
and Vice « in the laweft I and 


_ to go - wt, 4 one _ « rk To fa hou ;be 
i ahſed by th Ut > & tay, hs 
« ſooner det to evnl than to good; but ering 
= nfo 0 lah, 6 0 ova fro ch phe 
Maxim XL 


True Nobility does not conſiſt in Blood , 
but in Merit ; we are of an elevated 
Station indeed, when Vertue prevents 
our RM with the ref} of Mankind. 


ld them who 


(geing a Man carry a Fiſh, ſighed , and 
JS the Reaſon of it ; : Tha Fiſh, 


P 4 ihe 
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that might bave cafily preſerved its life , bath boff it not- 
wht , for letting it felf be 4 by the pleaſures 
of a decentful Bait. The want of Reaſon pleads for its 
greedemeſs 5 but are Men excuſable for to biſe Veriue 
that w much more precious thaw Life, en letting themſeboes 
be catched by the Baith that the Good Things and Vanity 
of the Wirid preſents them with? If one knew, what 
be looks after, be would take another Road to find it, 
Would you be rich? contemn every thing, nay, even the 
Contempt and Scorn Men caff upon you : That Man i 
railed to a pitch far above others, when Calumn 
and Reproaches cannot reach him. 


Maxim XIL 
In the flate wherein we are, Perſeverance 
in well-doing conſiſts not ſo much in not 
falling, as to riſe again as often as we fall. 


Tow are very bappy, Confucius, fays fore Mands- 
rins that he inſtructed, for bewving arrroed at the bigh- 
et degree of Vertme; It us @ long time, Te warrant you, 
fence you left fan: Ar for ww, what Efforts ſorver we 
make to become good Men, t ſer nt @ day but we 
commut confuderable Faults. Alcbeagh every fault be 
blameable, \ays Confucins, you are met 0 as you 
think im commuting many : your Life, ar well as mune, 
w a long Journey ; the way it difficult, and our Reaſon 
balf extint} by Paſſions , furniſhes but luth Light to 
guide ww: What means 11 there to avoid fumbling forme- 
ranes in the dark ? When one gets wp agen , the fall 
retards our Tourney, but does not que pur it off 
miorupt it. I would be an for wr, to com- 
wit ne more but one, like the wicked that fall but once, 


beeanje the firſt Precipice fops them ; but buneft Men © 
!bat contrune their walking, fol ofres. = fy 


Mazim 
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Maxim XIE. 


There is not that Man living but bides 
balf of bis Fanlts ; bowever, as much 
flattered as be it, be would bluſb to 
appear to the Eyes of others, what be 


appears to bimfelf. 


One complained one day, Thet Nature in beftow- 
ing 1wo Eyes wpen Aden to behold the of Bodies , 
bad beſtowed none on them that are able to ſee Minds, and 
diſcover the Secrets of Hearts : Thus Vertne and Vice, ſay 
they, ave confounded m the World. 

Confucius laid, you and I ſhould be in» @ woſul t , 
if we were not cus ſhort as ts that matter, for we 
not ſecure our own Failongs and Wrakneſſes, we gain more 
by it than you are aware of ; for I maintain that the Phi- 
loſopher would ſuffer more ts appear weak, than the wick- 
ed Man to appear Vicious. 


Maxim XIV. 


—_—_ of your ſelf to others, neither 

nor bad ; not good, becauſe they 
will not believe you; not evil , be- 
cauſe they know more already than you 
would beave them. 


Thus he ſpoke one day to his —_—_ who took 
a pride ever and anon to blame t e&: To 
which he added, 

For 
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For # Man to confeſi bis Faults, when be 11 reproved for 
them, 1: Modeſty. 
To lay thens agen to bir Friend, © Ingenuity , is Con 


Ter for them, u Humiluy, 
> 9 1, if one bave not 
4 great cars, « fuece of Pride. 


rraiture have offered, may not diſpleaſe : 
he fill alive at chis day, as much a Phi 2s 
be ſenſible of the j 


LETTER VII 


Tomy Lord Philipeaux Secretary 
of State. 


fly ETAL 


ing you, at the firſt 
ought to be m=_ = _—_ 
more willingly hear a IT, pf Nene and of the 
Bravery of t > Tarkes, and a Courtier of the Gen- 
tility of the Chineſe; ; but when a Man has fuch ex- 
traordi Parts as you have, and is Heir to a Fa- 
mily that hath always f ſignalized it felf by its inſighe 
jnto Sciences, and penetration in the man of 
the moſt important Aﬀeairs, 1 was apt to believe that 
one 
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one could not treat of a Subje&t that cat: be more 
, and more delightful ro you. 
all che People of the habitable World, there 
is not any one that does not ſtand upon Wit and In- 
_ an okentimes the moſt barbarous prefer 
hetore the 'moſt polite and accompliſhr. 
The Inhabicants of the Gord Hope, whom we 
cannot repreſent to our felves, but with a kind of 


ing z to the Chineſes the Wiſdom of Well governing , 
but that it hath given Wit to the People of Siew. 
Had not they intimated it to us, perhaps we 
ſhould not have made fuch a Refleaion, and it is 2 
Diſcovery that we owe to them. Aﬀer all this, we 
mutt not wonder if the Chimeſes, who term all the 
People of the Eaf blind, have reſerved to themſiclves 
the Preheminence, and have believed themſelves to 
be, without all diſpute, the moſl intelligent Nation 
in the World. 

There is no queſtion to be made but they are an 
ingenious People, but methinks no Body yer hath 
been truly acquainted with their Chara&ter. To fee 
their Libraries, Univerſities, the prodigious namber 
of their Doors, their Obſervatories , and the care 
they take to be exat in their Obſervations , one 
would be apt to conclude , That this Nation _ 
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only ingenious, but periely well verſt in all forts 
CLASS on hoy have 5 wah mach, fs 
and a for every thing. Neverthelek, albeit for 
thafs Four thouknd years, they have allowed Reco 

to learned and Men ; and tho' the 
orcune of an infinite upon 
their good Parts, fingle 
Man , of great ive Sci- 
ence : They have Mines, 
Enjoying 

of the 

they ſe 

of- 


inn 0 Com ſition of Bodies, their Propri- 
ety, their Effects. Neither are they altogether igno- 
rant in Anatomy ; nay, they grant a Circulation of 
= 
am 
afraid in this place to particulacize them. 


Their 
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When they have a long time been attentive to 
the Voice of Nature, that explains it ſelf by the 
Beatings of the Pulſe, they pertetly and truly per- 
ceive thoſe Differences, which otherwiſe ſeem im- 
perceptible. The Pear viglium and Lethargy, Lofs of 
G— or Deſire to Eat, the Head-ach, Weakneſs 

omach, Fulneſls or Emptinels ; all thele, are the 
Cauſe or the Efte& of ſome Diſtemper in the Mats of 
Blood. 

So that its Motion will be at that time I:b tre- 
quene or quicker, fuller or weaker, uniform or irre- 
gular. Sometimes there will be an Uudulaton or 
Trembling, cauſed by the Ebullition of the whole 
Maſs of the Humours ; which may be perceived like 
to a Bell chat crembles aſter it hath been rung ; ſome- 
times alſo the Artery will not beat a ſtroke, but will 
(well by liwgle and licnle. By prefling it, one will 
moreover be able to perceive ſeveral Etfects that do 
not declare themſelves to thg bare touch ; for at chat 
time the Courſe of the Circulation,which is ſulpend- 
ed or leſſened, which begins again immediately ater, 
with more force, will give occaſion to judge varioul- 
ly and differently of the Diſpoſition of the Heart, of 
the Fermentation there periormed, of the Quality 
of the Blood there prepared , of the Obſtacles chat 
impede its paſſages, of Grob and Crude Matter that 
over-charges it, of the Nature of the Spirits that too 
much rarife ie, and precipitate Tranſpiration. Ihe 
Chineſe Phyſicians pretend to have, by a lung Expe- 
rience diſtinguiſhed all theſe Differences of Polles, 
and to have been able to know all the Diſt. mpers 
that are incident thereto ; fo that they hold the Pa- 
tients Hand a quarter of an hour at leaſt; fome- 
times the righe , fometimes the leſt, and fometimes 
both of them at the fame cims. And attcr all, as it 
they were inſpired, they play the Prophet 3 Tou 
were never troubled with the Head-ach, lay they, Uut 

() with 
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with an Heavineſi that bath made you drowſi 5 or elſe 
you bave lott your Appetite , you will recover it agam 
within Three days preciſely. This Evening, about Sun- 
ſet, your Head will be freer 5 your Pulſe indicates pain in 
the Belly, without you bave caten ſuch or ſuch Meat ; 
This Indiſpoſition will laft froe days, after which it will 
ceaſe. And fo for other Symptoms of the Malady 
which they find out, or prognoſticate pretty exactly, 
when they are expert in the Science;tor,as tor others, 
they are commonly falſe Prophets. 

It is not to be queſtioned, after all theſe Teſti- 
monies we have, but that in this reſpet they have 
ſomething extraordinary, nay, and even wonderful : 
However, a Man ſhould always miſtruſt them , and 
one cannot be too much upon his guard againſt 
them, becaule they make uſe of all means imagina- 
ble to get themſelves ſecretly inſtrufted concerning 
the Patient's Condition betore they viſit them. Nay, 
they are fo cunning ( tFget themſelves Reputation ) 
as to feign a kind of Diſtemper , which ſometimes 
they themſelves procure alterward. A Perſon told 
me, that ſending for a Phyſician, and a Chyrurgeon 
to cure him of a Wound , one of them told him , 
That the Malady was occaſimed by « ſmall Worm that 
was inſinuated mio the Fleſh , which would imfallibly 
produce a Gangreen , if by ſome Remedy or other it 
were mot fetch « out : That be was the only Man im all 
the Country that bad this Arcanum, and would put it 
in prattice for bit ſake, provided be would not grudge 
bim @ conſiderable Sum of Money, The ſick Berien 
promiſed him he would not ; and paid him part of 
it before-hand, But this cheating Sophiſter , after 
divers unproficable Medicines , entangled at laſt a 
lictle Worm in his Plaiſter, which he pull'd out an 
hour after in triumph, as if it came out of the very 
Weund, His Companion, that gain'd nothing by 
the management of this Buſineb, afterward detected 


it, 
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it, but it was too late; and the Chyrurgeon com- 
forted up himſelf more eaſily for the lo of his Re- 
putation, than the ſick Perſon for the loſs of his Mo- 


"Howerer the Caſe may ſtand as to the Capacity 
of the Chmeſe Phyſicians, yet certain it is, that they 
Predi& the Diſtemper eaſier than they Cure ic; and 
Men dye in their hands as they do elſewhere. They 
prepare their own Remedies, that ordinarily confilt 
of Pills ; thereatter as they are prepared, they are 
either Sudorifick , purge the Blood and Humours, 
fortifie the Stomach , ſupprets Vapours ; or are Re- 
ſtringenc, diſpole to Evacuation ; but feldom work 
by Stool, They do not let Blood, nor know the 
Clyſter, but ſince they have had Correſpondence 
with the Phyſicians of Maceo. They do not diſap- 
prove the Remedy, but name it The Remedy of the 
Rarbarians. They apply Cupping-Glaſſes not only 
upon the Scepele, but allo upon the Belly, to allwage 
the pain of the Colick. 

They are in a manner all perſwaded , that the 
majoricy of Diſcaſes are cauſed by malignant and 
corrupted Wind that have ſlipt into the Muſcles, and 
do ill affe&t all the Parts of the Body : The moſt 
ſure means to diſſipate them, is to apply , in difte- 
rent places, red hot Needles, or Buttons of Fire : 
This is their ordinary Remedy. One day a Chineſe 
ſaid ro me, leeming to be ſurpriſed at it, alluding 
to Phleboromy, They treat you i» Europe with the 
Sword, but bere they martyr us by fire; this Mode wil 
probably never alter, becauſe Phyſicians feet not the Mif- 
chief they do ur, and arc ns worſe paid for tormenting of 
1, than for curing us. 

I cannot tell whether or no they might have learne 
this violene Remedy of the [ndiaws ;5 or whether the 
hdia themſelves might not have received ic trom 
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the Chineſe Phyſicians ; but they pretend in the Indies 
that Fire cures all Diſeaſes: This Perlwaſion they 
perſiſting in, makes every day a great many miſera- 
ble Perſons, whom they Cauterize upon the lighteſt 
inconveni2nce. 

Yet there be ſome Maladies that are not curable, 
but by that means. The People of the Country, but 
eſpecially the Slaves, are much troubled with a vio- 
lent Colic k, which the Portwgutze call Morderchin, oc- 
caſioned by the indigeſtion of the Stomach, and ac- 
companied, for the moſt part , with continual Vo- 
micings ; the Gripes it produceth are cruel, and the 
Grief and Angiſh often deprives them of their Wits. 
This Griet is infallibly mortal, if they dot not reme- 
dy it alter the following manner : They lightly ap- 
ply an Iror-peal red hot to the Soles of the Feer ; 
1t the Paticne ſhews no ſigns of iceling , they pals no 
farther, and he is cured : if he be infenſible of this 
firſt Operation, they lay it on harder , and flill con- 
tinue to prefs the Peal, burning unmercitully co the 
very Brne, without defiltivg till the Patient com- 
= which puts an end cothe Malady and Remedy. 

ut if the Fice, how violent foever, makes not it felt 
be felt, chey deſpair of healing , and in a ſhort time 
the Patient dies. 

Amongſt all the China Remedies there are none (o 
much eltecmed as Cordials ; they are provided with 
all forts of them, and very natural ones; for they 
canfiſt tor the moſt part ot Herbs, Leaves, and Roots. 
Their Simples are numerous; and it the People of 
the Country may be believed, they have all of chem 
Sovereign and Experienced Virtues, I brought along 
with me hither near Four hundred, deſigned in their 
natural Colours and Figure , according to thoſe the 
Emperor cauſed to be painted for his Cloſer. Father 
[ 7/ddew, one of the fix Jeluits his Majelty ſent thi- 
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ther Anne 1685. is very intent upon the Tranſlation 
of the Chineſe Herbal ; wherein are all che Vertues and 
Qualities of all choſe Plants explained. This Father, 
who hath accompliſhe himſelf in the Knowledge of 
Books, will thereto add particular Reflexions of kis 
own; and I make no queſtion but what he ſupplys us 
with thereupon, will enrich our Botany, and fatisfic 
the Ingenious and Curious. 

Amongſt theſe Simples there are two that I may 
ſpeak of before hand : The firſt is 
the Leaf of * Thee, as they call it * 7% 5 2 corrupt 
in Chme; they are much divided he pe why -» _ 
in their Opinions touching the c,ycq 70h, it is the 
Properties they aſcribe to it. Some termof the Mandarin 
do maintain that it hath admira- Language. 
ble ones ; others, that it is but a 
phancy and meer whim of the Europeans, that are 
always doters on Novelties, and put a vaius upon 
that which they do not underſtand : Inthat, as in all 
other things where Men do not agree, I believe there 
is a medium to be taken. 

In Chins they are ſubje&t neither to Gout, Scia- 
tica, nor Stone ; and many imagine that Tice pre- 
lerves againſt all thele Diſtempe: Ss. ' The Tartar: that 
feed upon raw Fleſh, fall fick , and fufter continual 
Indigeſtions fo foon as ever they give over Crinking 
of it; and that they may have plenty of ut, they 
bargain to furniſh the Emperor with almotit all he 
Horſes that ſerve to remount his Cavalry ; winen a- 
ny one is troubled with a Vertigo that over-charges 
the Brain, he finds himſelf extreamly relieved {o ſoon 
as he accuſtoms himſelf co Thee, In France there are 
abundance of Feople that find it good tor the Gra- 
vel, Crudities, Head-aches ; and there are who pre- 
tend to have been cured of the Gout by ir, almoſt 
miraculouſly ; ſo quick and ſ:n{ible has been ics efteR. 
All this proves that Thee is no Chimera, and Con= 
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ceit. Nay, ſome after drinking of it fleepthe better, 
which argues that it is not proper to ſupprets Fumes: 
Some there be who never take it aſter Meals, with- 
our experiencing miſchievous Effects ; their Digeſti- 
on is interrupted and diſturbed ; and they find along 
time after Crudities,' and a troubleſome Repletion. 
Ochers find no benefit by it neither in Goutnor Scia- 
tica., A great many lay that it dries, makes lean, 
and that ic obſtrudts ; and that if there be any good 
qualities in ir, the moſt of other leaves would in 
a manner produce the ſame effet, Thele Experi- 
ments evince that its Virtue is not ſo Univerſal as Peo- 
ple imagine. 

So that in my opinion, one ſhould ſpeak moderate- 
ly of ir, both as to its good and bad qualities. Perhaps 
warm Water alone is a good Medicine againſt Diſtem- 
pers, the cure of which they attribute to Thee : And 
there are (ſeveral People that are exempt from many 
Inconveniencies becauſe they are uſed ro drink warm 
Liquors. Nevertheleſs ic is certain that Thee is of a 
corofive nature, for it attenuates hard Vietuals where- 
with it is boiled, and conſequently is proper for digeſti- 
on,that is to fay for diſſolution. That very thing proves 
that it reſiſts Obſtrucions, and that Liquors impreg- 
nated with its Particles or Salts, carry off, and more 
eaſily ſeparate all that which adheres to the Tunicks 
of the Veſſels. This very quality is proper to conſume 
ſuperfluous Humours, to put into motion thoſe that 
ſtagnate and corrupt, to evacuate others,that cauſe the 
Gout and Sciatica : So that Thee, with caution, is a 
very good Remedy, altho' it be not ſo- effeual, nor 
univerſal, but that the temperament of certain Perſons, 
the height of the Diſtemper, rogether with certain oc- 
cult Diſpoſitions, may many times retard the Effet, 
or even fruſtrate its Viree, 

To ule it with benefit, it is requiſite to know it , 
tor there is more than one fort of it. That of the Pro» 
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vince of Chenſi is courſe, harſh, and unpleaſant. The 
Tartars drink of it: There is neceſſary to them a 
ſtronger Menffruxm than to the Chineſe: , by reaſon of 
the crude Fleſh they feed on. It is —_— cheap 
in the Country, and a pound of it will coll Three 
In this ſame Province there is found a par- 
ticular Species of it, more reſembling Mols, than the 
Leaves of a Tree ; and they that the oldeſt 
is of excellent uſe in Acute iſtempers. They like- 
wiſe adminiſter to ſick People a third fort, whoſe 
Leaves are very long and thick, and its goodnebs in- 
es in proportion to its being kepe ; but that is not 

the Thee in ule. 

That which they commonly drink in Chme, hath 
no particular Name, becauſe it is*gather'd hand over 
head in different Territories and Soils : It is good, the 
Infuſion is reddiſh, the Taſte faint and ſomewhat bit- 
ter; The People uſe ic indifferently at all hours of 
the day, and it is their moſt uſual drink. 

But Perſons of Qualicy uſe two other kinds that 
are in requeſt in Che. The firlt is called Thee Sown- 
lo ; it is the name of the Place where ir is gathered ; 
the Leaves are ſomewhat long, the Infuſion clear 
and green when it is freſh, the Taſte pleaſant ; ic 
ſmells, as they fay in Fraxce, a little of Violets, but 
this Taſte is not natural; and the Chineſe: have often 
allured me, that to be good , it ought to have no 
Taſte at all. This is that they commonly preſent at 
Viſits ; but it is exceeding corofive ; perhaps the Su- 
gar they mix with ic here corrects its Acrimony ; but 
in Ching, where it is drunk pure, too great a ul of 
it would be apt to ſpoil the Stomach. 

The ſecond kind is called Thee You ; the Leaves 
that are lictle, and inclining to black, tinge the Wa- 
ter with a yellow Colour. The Taſte is delicious, 
and che weakeſt Stomach agrees with it at all times. 
Ia winter it is to be uled temperately, but in Summer 
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One cannot drink too much. It is eſpecially good in 
Sweating, after Travelling, Running , or any other 
violent Exercile. They give of it allo to ſick Peo- 
ple 3 and thole who have any Care of their Health, 
drink no other. When I was at Siam, I heard them 
often talk of the Flower of Thee, of Imperial Thee , 
and of ſeveral other forts of Thee, the price of which 
was Yet more extraordinary than the Properties they 
aſcribe to it: but in Chime { heard no luch thing. 

Generally ſpeaking, that the Thee may excel , it 
ought to be gathered carly, when the Leaves are yet 
{mall, cender and juicy. They begin commonly to 
gather it in the Months of March and April, accord- 
ing as the Seaſon is forward ; they afterward expoſe 
them to the ſteam of boiling Water to folten them 
again ; fo ſoon as they are penetrated by it, they 
draw them over Copper-plates kept on the fire, which 
dries them bh rees, till they grow brown, and 
rowl up of themficlves in that manner we fee them. 
It the Chineſes were not fuch great Cheats, their Thee 
would be better ; but they oftentimes mix other Herbs 
with it, to ſwell the ſize at a ſmall charge, and fo get 
more Money by it : Sothat it is a rare thing to meet 
with any purely without mixture. 

It commonly grows in Valleys, and at the foot of 
Mountains ; tte choiceſt grows in ſtony Soils ; that 
whicty is planted in light Grounds holds the ſecond 
rank. The lcaſlt of all is feund in yellow Earth ; but 
in what place foever it is cultivated , care muſt te 
taken to expole it to the South ; it gets more ſtrength 
by that, and bears Three years atter being ſowen. 
Its Root reſembles rbat of a Peach Tree, and its 
Flowers reſemble white wild Roſes, The Trees 
grow of all ſizes, from two foot to an hundred , and 
ſome are to be met with that two Men can ſcarce 
gralp in their Arms ; this is what the Chineſe Herbal 
relates. Bur this is what I have (cen, 
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Entring upon the Province of Fokien, they firſt 
made me oblerve Thee upon the declining of a little 
Hill ; it was not above five or fix foot high, ſeveral 
Stalks, cach of which was an inch thick, joyned tow 
r, and divided at the top into a many ſmall 
anches, compoſed a kind of Cluſter, much what 
like our Myrtle. The Trunk, tho' ſeemingly dry, 
et bore very green Branches and Leaves. Theſe 
caves were drawn out in length at the point, pretty 
ſtrait, an inch, or an inch and an half long, and in. 
dented in their whole Circumference. The oldeſt 
ſeemed ſomewhat white without , they were hard, 
brictle, and bitter. The new ones , on the contrary, 
were loft, plyable, reddiſh, ſmooth, tranſparent, and 
retry tweet to the Taſte, eſpecially after they had 
n a little chewed 
It being the Month of September, I found three 
forts of Fruit. In the new Branches there were lir- 
tle ſlimy Peaſe, green without, and full of yellow 
Grains within. In others,the Fruit is as big as Beans, 
but of different Figures ; fome round, containing a 
Pea ; others drawn out in length,that contained twoz 
ſome others of a Triangular Figure, bore three, very 
like to thoſe that bear the Tallow-grain, ſo famous 
in Chins. The firſt Membrane or Skin wherewith 
theſe Grains are infolded, is green, very thick, and 
ſomewhat even. The ſecond is white, and thinner ; 
under which a third very fine Pellicle covers a kind 
of Gland, or ſmall Nut perfectly round, that flicks 
to the Bark by a little Fibre, from whence ic derives 
its Nouriſhmenr. When this Fruit is young, it hath 
bicrernels in it ; but a day or two alter it has been 
gathered, it withers, grows long, and yellow, and 
wrinkles even like an old Hazel Nut ; at length ic be- 
comes uncious and very bitter. Beſides that, I found 
a third fort of hard, old Fruits, the firſt Skin of 
which, between open and ſhur, ſhewed within a hard 
bark 
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any ſign of Fruit, fo dry and flat was it In 
IL coGnaiebrenatatrl: tein 
was found a little Nut quite dried up, and covered 
with its firſt Pellicle. . 
ſt cheſe Fruits, a great number of them 
have no Germ or Bud, which they call Females ; 
thoſe that have any may be fowen , and produce 
Trees : but the Chineſe: do commonly make uſe of 
Graffs to plant. The better to underſtand the na- 
ture of this Tree, I had the Curioſity to taſte the 
Bark of the Trunk and Branches. I chewed likewiſe 
fome of the Wood and Fibres ; both of them ſeem- 
ed to me not to have any bitternehs, nay, at leaſt, 1 
found a pretty taſte of Liquoriſh, but ſcarce diſcern- 
able, and is not diſcovered till after making ſome re- 
flexion upon it. Altho' this particular Account may 
or angry that are not concerned in the Know- 
of Plants, yetI am fure that the more Curi- 
ous could wiſh a more Specifical Account, as the de- 
licate mixture of Colours in the Flower, the orderly 
diſpoſition of their Fibres , the conformation of the 
ſmall Branches and Roots, and a thouſand other Par- 
ticulars relating to the Anatomy of them ; but chat 
is the buſineſs of time and leiſure : I had but a quar- 
ter of an hour to examine the Tree of which I have 
the honour to write to you. 

There is in Chins another Smple much lefs com- 
mon than Thee, and u that very account more 
valued, which they call Gar-ſem : Gin ſignifies a Man, 
and Sew a Plant, or Simple, as much as to fay , The 
Humane Simple, the Simple that relembles a Man. 
Thoſe who till chis time have given another conſtru- 
Aion to theſe words are ex . becauſe t do 
not underſtand the Emphaſis of the Chineſe Chara- 
Rers, which do alone contain the true hgnification 
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of terms: The Learned give it abundance of ©- 
ther Names in their Writings, that ſufficiently de- 
care how much they fer by it ; as the Spirituous Sim- 
ple, the pure Spirit of the the Fat of the Sea, 
the Panaces, and the Remedy that diſpenſes Immor- 
tality, and ſeveral others of that Nature. 

It is a Root as thick as half the little finger, and 
as long again. It is divided into two Branches, which 
makes a Figure pretty like a Man with his ewo Legs ; 
its Colour inclines to yellow , and when it is ke 
any time it grows wrinkled, and dry'd like Wood; 
the Leaves it ſhoots forth are little, and terminate 
in a point ; the Branches are black, the Flower vio- 
let, and the Stalk covered with hair ; they fay that it 
produces but one of them ; that this Stalk produces 
three Branches, and that each Branch bears the 
Leaves by fours and fives ; it grows in the ſhade, in 
a moiſt Soil, yet fo ſlowly, that it comes not to per- 
tetion till alter a long term of years. It is com- 
monly tound under a Tree called Kiscbs, lictle dit- 
ſering from the Sycomore. Altho' they fetch ic from 
ſeveral places, yet the beſt came heretofore from Per- 
cj. That which is at this day in uſe is taken in Leew- 
tom, a Province depending upon Chme , and fituate 
in the Oriental Tartary. 

Of all Cordials, according to the Chineſe: opinion, 
there are none comparable to Gin-ſem; it is ſweer 
and delightful, altho* there be in ir a lictle ſmack of 
bitterneſs : Its effects are marvellous; it purifies the 
Blood, fortifics the Stomach, adds motion to a lat- 
guid Pulſe, excites the Natural Heat, and withal aug- 
ments the Radical Moiſture. Phyſicians never know 
how to make an end when they ſpecific irs Virtues, 
and have whole Volumes of its different uſes. 1 have 
a Colleftion of their Receipts that I ſhould report 
intire in this place, if I were not afraid to be tedi- 
pu3, ard treſpals upon your Patience. I may print 
them 
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them at laſt, together with a great many Treatiſes 
relating to Phyſick or Medicine of the Chineſes, I 
ſhall only add, to what I have but now ſpoken, the 
uſual Courſe they take in Diſtempers attended with 
Faintnek and Swowning, whether it proceeds from 
ſome Accident, or from old Age. 


Take a Dram of this Root, (you muſt begin witch 
a lictle Doſe, and may increaſe it afterward, accord- 
ing to the Effet the former Doſes ſhall produce) dry 
it before the fice in a Paper , or infuſe it in Wine, till 
it be imbued and penetrated by it; then cut it in 
lictle pieces with your Teeth ( and not with a Knife, 
Iron diminiſhing its Virtue) and when it is calcined, 
take the Powder in form of a Bolus, in warm Water 
or Wine, according as your Diſtemper will permir. 
This will be an excellent Cordial, and by continuing 
it you will find your ſelf ſenſibly fortified. 


Take alſo the ſame quantity of Gav-/ew , or more 
if you be extream weak, and when you have divi- 
it into lirtle pieces, infuſe it in half a Glaſs full 
of boiling Water, or elle you may boil it with the 
Water it izif ; the Water, it you drink ir, will have 
the ſame efftet. The Root may ſerve a ſecond time, 
but it abates of ics force. They likewile make Broths 
of it, EleQuaries, Lozenges, and Syrups, which are 
excellent Remedies tor all forts of Diſtempers. 

They have alſo another Root which the Portugueſe 
in the Indic: call Pao-Chins , which is an excellent Su- 
dorifck, very proper to purge the Humours and cor- 
rupted Blood ; but the Deſcription of all theſe Sim- 
ples would make me deviate roo much , and is not 
proper for fuch a ſhort Letter as this. 

The Phyſicians of Chimes do not employ Apothe- 
caries tor the Compoſition of their Medicines, they 
preſcribe and give them at the ſame time themſelves. 
Some 
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Sometimes in the Patients Chamber , when it may 
be conveniently done ; and fomerimes in their own 
Houſes They think it ſtrange the Exropeans ſhould 
at otherwiſe, and that they commire the principal 
point of the Cure to Men that are not concerned in 
curing them ; and are not folicitous about the good- 
nels of the Drugs, p_ they get rid of them to 
their advantage. But there is another diforder in 
China a great deal more dangerous than that they lay 
to our charge ; and that is, That there, every y 
is admitted to practiſe Phyſick, like other Mechanick 
Arts, without Examination or Taking their Degrees, 
So that a pitiful Fellow, that knows not where to 
put his Head, ſtudies perhaps a Phyſick Book two or 
three Months, and fets up for a Doctor cam privilegio 
at the Expence of the Patient's Life, whom he chooſ- 
eth to kill,rcather than be forced to ſtarve himſelf for 
lack of Employment. The Vulgar, tho” ill ſerved 
by them, take a ſtrong phanſy for theſe Pickpockets ; 
and they would reprove themlelves for their Cove- 
toulnels, when they are indiſpoſed, it they did not 
dye, or cauſe their Relations to dye ſome other way, 
than by the way of Nature. 

Yet ſome of them you ſhall have confcfs their 
Faule when it is too late; and I remember that an 
Inhabicane of the City of Soutcbeon,lofing his Daugh- 
ter more through the Ignorance of the Phvfiician , 
than by the Power of the Dilcale, was fo enraged, 
that he cauſed a Paper to be printed, wherein the 
bad Condut of the pretended Doctor was laid open 
with ſeveral Reflections tending to decry him ; he 
afhxt Copies of it in all the publick Places and cauſed 
of them to be diſtribured ro the principal Houſes of 
the City. This Revenge, or, as he r-:med ir, this 


Zeal tor the Publick Good, Had the Lite he pro- 
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fo great an Extremity, that he quickly found himſelf 
not in a Condition to kill any Body. 

The Chineſe: that are mean Proficients in Sciences, 
ſucceed much better in Arts ;' and tho' they have 
not brought them to that degree of Perfe&tion we 
fee thom in Exrepe, yet know they tents 
not only what is neceſſary for the common uſe of 
Liſe, but alſo whatever may contribute to Conve- 
nience, Neatneſs, Commerce, and even to well- 
regulated Magnificence : So _ have got a 
great deal farther, had not the form of Govern- 
ment, that hath preſcribed Bounds to the Ex 
of private Perſons, put a ſtop to them. The Work- 
men are extraordinary induſtrious , and it they be 


not fo good at invention as we , yet do they cafil 

comprehend our Inventions, and imitate it fo and fo. 
There is made in ſeveral places of the Empire Glaſs, 
Watches, Piſtols, Bombs, and a great company of 
Pieces of Workmanſhip that they may thank us for ; 


but they have had time out of mind Gun-powder , 
Printing, and the Uſe of the Compabs , which are 
Novel Arts in Erepe, for which perhaps we are ob- 
liged co them. 

They divide the Compals in 24 parts only, where- 
as we deſcribe 32 ; they evermore imagined that the 
Needle did every where ſhew the true place of the 
Pole , and by divers Experiments which we made 
before them, they have obſerved ſome Variation and 
Declenſion : The Loadſtons is found almoſt in every 
Province ; it comes alſo to them from Tepen: bur 
the grand 'uſe they make of it is in Phylick ; "tis 
bought by weight, and the beſt are not for a- 
bove Eight pence or Ten pence an Ounce. I have 

rought one with me an Inch and an halt thick, 
which tho' indifferently guarded , takes vp neverthe- 
lefs Eleven pound weight; it will raiſe Fourteen or 
Fifteen when it is right fixt. In fine, they are very 
dex- 


Wit and Temper of the Chineſes. 232 


dexterous in them ; for in France, tho' they 
bring them into all Figures, yet it is not without 
great labour and colt. ny og in Nankin 
___ than ewo hours iy br, make uſe 

to that is a plain one ; it our Work- 
men — they would abridge their Labour. 
I ſuppoſed, Sir, that you would not be unwilling to 
ſee the Figure of it, of which fee here the Explana- 
tion. 

It is compoſed of two Jaumbs three or four foot 
high , Arch-like , with ewo Strings like a Setting- 
iron, and parted by a Board or Shingle, which goes 
croks to it, and cloſed by a Mortiſe in the Lee-board. 
On the head of the Jaumbs is fer flat a lictle Rolling- 
pin or Cylinder, of an Inch and an halt diameter, 
which can turn circularly by means of a ſtring rol- 
led in the middle, whoſe two ends hanging are tied 
- a ſtep, on the which the Work-man fets his 

oor. 

At one ofthe Extremities of the Cylinder a flat piece 
of Iron is faltned with — its Center that piece 
of Iron is very thin, very round, and very ſharp all 
about; ic is $ Inches diameter, and moves with a great 
ſwiftnefs, according as the Steps are fer high or low.In 
the mean time the Workman preſents the Loadſtone in 
one hand, and in the other the Mad made of a very 
fine Sand, which cools the Iron, and ſerves to cut 
the Stone ; but becauſe the Iron, in going thorow 
the Sand throws it about with violence, which might 
blind the Workman, care is taken to place juſt un- 
der it a little Blead, turned in the manngr of a half 
Circle, which receiveth it and defends the Work- 
man. 

Navigation is another Point that ſhews the addrefs 
of the Chineſe; ; we have not always been in Exrce 
ſuch able and adventurous Sailors as we are at pre- 
lene ; the Ancients were not {0 forward to venture 

cthem- 
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themſelves upon the Seas, where it is neceſſary to 
loſe the ſight of Land for a time together, The 
danger of being miſtaken in their Calculation (for 
they had not then the uſe of the Compals) made all 
Pilots circumipet and wary. 

There are fome who pretend that the Chineſe, a 
long time betore the Birth of our Saviour Chriſt , 
had failed all the Seas of Indis, and diſcovered the 
Cape of Good Hope : However it be, it is moſt cer- 
tain that from all Antiquity they had always ſtout 
Ships ; and albeit they have not perieted the Art of 
Navigation, no more than they have done the Sci» 
ences, yet did they underſtand much more of it than 
the Greeks and Romans; and at this day they Gil as 
ſecurely as the Portugueſe. 


Theſe Veſſels are like ours of all Rates, but the 
Model is not fo fine ; they are all flat-bottom'd ; the 
Fore-caſtle is cur ſhort without a Stem, the Stern o- 
pen in the middic to the end, that the Rudder, which 
they ſhut up as in a Chamber, may be defended on 
the fides from the Waves : This Rudder, much lon- 
ger than ours, is ſtrongly tied ro the Stern-poſt by 
two Cables that pals under the whole length of the 
Veſſel to the fore-parr, two other fuch like Cables 
hold it up, and facilitate the hoiſting or lowering it, 
as occaſion ferves ; the Bar is as long as is 
for the guiding it ; the Seamen at the Helm ae als 
afliſted by Ropes taſtened to the Larboard and Star- 
board, and rolled upon the extremity of the Bar 
they hold in their hand, which they faften or flacken 
as they fee occaſion, to thruſt or ſtop the Helm. 


The Miſen-maſt is quite toward the fore-part , the 
Main-malt is not far from the place where we place 
our Milnes. A Cord that goes from Starboard to 
Laiboard, according as the Wind chops abour, ferves 
them tor a Stay and Shrowds ; the Bol:fpric,which is 


very 
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very weak, is at the Larboard , at a conſiderable 0. 
ſtance from the middle, where we are wont to place 
them. The Round-tops they ule are very ſhort , bur 
the Main-maſt is of a prodigious height and thicknefs; 
i is ſtrongly ſeized, 5 far as the upper part of the 
Deck, by two fide Beams that ſtrengthen it wonder- 
fully, yea, and deprive it of playing,which we leave 
to ours, becauſe it ſerves to give the Veſlel Air, and 
to quicken its motion. 
low Sails are of very thick Matt, trimm'd »þ 
with Laths and long Poles to ſtrengthen them, from 
two foot to two foot, faſtened ro the whole length 
of the Maſts by feveral little loops; they are n-« 
faſtened in tHe middle,but have three quarters of eheir 
breadth looſe , that oy "may be accommodarcd 
to the Wind, and readily tackt about as occaſion 
ſerves. A great many ſmall Cords, hanging at the ſides 
of che Sail , where they are placed at feveral diſtan- 
ces from the Sail-yard ro the bottom are gather- 
ed up, and keep tight the whole length of the 
Matt, and farther the motion when the Ships Courte 
is co be changed. 
As for the Okam to calk withal, they do not ue 
melted Pitch and Tar, but a Compoſition made of 
Lime and Oil, or rather of a particular Gum * with 
Flax of raſped Bambou ; this Matter is not lubjeR 
to the Acci of Fire, and the Okam is fo good , 
that the Veſſel ſeldom or never Leaks, neither do they 
ever ule the Pump, a Well or two ſerves to keep the 
Keel dry. In your huge Veſſel the Anchors are of 
Iron ; in the middle fort they are of an hard, heavy 
Wood , and they only ſtrengthen the ends ; bur I 
have obſerved that that was not ſufficient *: a Spring- 
tide, or a freſh Gale of Wind , runs the Ship adritr, 
when it is not well anchored : And to fpare the coſt 
ot an Iron Anchor, they 5] the risk to be caſt 


away. 
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away. As for the Cables they are of Flax of Coco, 
Canvas, of Rotm. The Kotin is a kind of long Cane 
which they make into Trefles like little Cords, the 
Twiſts of them are uſually flat , and are ftronger 
then all the other ; but becauſe they eaſily ſnap un- 
der Water when come to touch upon any Rock, 
they do not much ule them but only upon Rivers,for 
to row againſt the Tide. 

The Chineſe; have in their Veſſels a Captain, as 
we have ; but his chick buſinels is to keep the Crew 
in awe, and vicual them ; the Pilot marks out the 
Rhumb, and places the Compals. When they can 
diſcover no Land, or when they do not ken it, 
thoſe upon duty at the Helm, ficer as they pleaſe; 
ſo ſoon as they come within ken of che Coaſt, or 
enter into the Port, the Mariners are fo vigilant, 
and fo intent upon their duty, that they don't ex- 
peR to be commanded. 

You fee, My Lord, by what I have faid, that we 
far ſurpaſs the Chaneſe: at Sea in the Art of Navigati 
on ; but it muſt be confeſt that upon Rivers and 
Channels, they have a particular addreſs that we arc 
not Maſters of ; they there mannage with a few Ma- 
riners, huge Barks as big as our Ships ; and there is 
fuch a great number of chem in all the Southern Pro- 
vinces, that they always keep Nine thouſand, nine 
hundred, ninety nine ready equipped amongſt thoſe 

that are deſigned for the Service 

» Kiow-tchicn , of the Emperor. After this man- 


Kiou-pe, Kiowche, ner do the ; for this 
Kio. ay f expclingtremidrs hath 
a greater s in their Lan- 

guage, and ſeem to denote ſomething more, than 
it they ſhould fay in one word, that there are Ten 
thouland of them; it is a hard matter to convince 
them of an untruth ; for really there is ſuch a pro- 
digious number of chem,that they cannot be reckoned ; 
they 


Wit and Temper of the Chineſes. 234 


they are all flat bottom'd , their Sails and Maſts are 
not much different from thoſe I but juſt now deſcri- 
bed ; but the Model is not the fame. The Body of 
the Veilel, that is alike broad from Prow to Poop , 
hath ewo Wells ; upon the firſt, or upon the Deck, 
they build from one end to another , lictle Cabins , 
that are raiſed above the ſides Seven or Eight foot, or 
thereabouts ; they are painted within and wichour, 
varniſhe, gilded, and de ſo neat and handſome, 
that they are capable of making the longeſt Voya 
too no tho' ſome they rake cha laſt |= = 
Months without intermithon ; for « lodge, the 
diet, and are always aboard theſe = Barks ; and 
when a good company of Mandarin: go together 
(which pretty often happens) there is no place where 
they _ the time away more delightfully. They 
viſic one another almoſt every day without Comple- 
ment ; they Play, they Treat one another mucual- 
ly, as if they were all of a Family. This Society 
op ſo much the more acceptable ro them, becauſe 
it is not forced, and conſtrained, as in other places, 
by the Incumbrances of nice Ceremonies, nor fub- 
je& to Suſpicions that fuch a free Correſpondence 
would not tail to foment, if they behaved themſelves 
fo in the Cities. 

Notwithſtanding theſe Barks be extraordinary big, 
and tho' they always be either under Sail, or coggd 
along . fp yet do they by times make uſe of 
Oars, w they are upon great Rivers,or crols Lakes, 
As for ordinary Barks, they do not row them after 
the Ewopean manner ; bur they faſten a kind of a 
long Oar to the Poup, nearer one fide of the Bark 
than to the other, and fometimes another like it to 
the Prow, that they make uſe of as the Fiſh does of 
its Tail, chruſting ic our, and pulling it to them a+ 
gain, without ever liling it above Water. This 
Work produces a continuing rolling ia the Bark ; 

'K 2} buc 
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but it hath this advantage, that the Motion is ne- 
ver interrupted, whereas the Time and Effort that we 
employ to lift up our Oars is loſt, and ſignifies no- 
thing. 

The knack the Chmeſe: have to Sail upon Tor- 
rents is fomewhat wonderful and incredible : They 
in a manner force Nature, and make a Voyage with- 
out any dread, which other People dare nor fo much 
as look upon without being ſeized with fome Ap- 
prehenſion. I ſpeak not of thoſe Cataradts they afl- 
cend by meer ſtrength of Arm, to pals from one 
Canal to another, which in fome Relations are cal- 
led Sluices ; but of certain Rivers that flow, or ra- 
ther run headlong quite crols abundance of Rocks, 
for the ſpace of Three cr Fourſcore Leagaes. Had 
I not been upon theſe perillous Torrents my felf, I 
ſhould have much ado to believe, upon anothers re- 

t, what I my ſelf have ſeen. It is a raſhneſs for 

ravellers to expole themſelves , it they have been 
but never fo lire informed of itz; and a kind of 
madneſs in Sailors to paſs their Life in a Trade, 
wherein they are every moment in danger of being 
deſtroy'd. 

Thele Torrents whereof I ſpeak, which che Peo- 
ple of the Country call Chen, are met with in (everal 
places of the Empire; many of them may be ſeen 
when one Travels from Nam-tcham fou , the Capital 
City of Kiam-fito Cantem. The firſt time I went 
that way with Father Fentaney, we were hurried a- 
way with that Rapidity, that all che Endeavours of 
our Mariners could not overcome, our Bark, aban- 
doned to the Torrent,was turn'd round like a Whirle. 
gigg for a long time, amongſt the ſinuoſities and 
windings that the Courſe of the Water formed z and 
at laſt daſhc upon a Rock even with the Water, with 
that violence, that the Rudder, of the thickneſs of 
a good Beam, broke like a piece of Glab, and the 

whole 
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whole Body of it was carried by the force of the 
Carrant wwon the Rock, where it remained immo- 
veable : It ſtead of rouching at the Stern , it had 
hit ſideways, we had been inftallibly loſt ; but thoſe 
are noe the moſt dangerous places. 

I; the Province of Fokien, whether one comes 
from Canton, or Hamt-cheow, one is, _—_ Eighe or 
Ten days , in continual danger of perilhing. The 
Cataracts are continual, always broken by a Thou- 
land Points of Rocks, that ſcarce leave breadth &- 
nough for the paſlage of the Baik ; there are no- 
thing but Turnings and Windings, nothing bue Caf- 
cades and contrary Currants, that daſh one againſt 
another, and hurry the Boat along like an Arrow 
out of a Bow ; you are always within Two foot of 
Shelves, which you avoid only to fall foul upon a- 
nother, and from that to a third ; it the Piloe by 
an addreſs, not fufhciently to be admired , does not 
eſcape from Shipwrack that thieatens him every mo- 
mene, 

There are none in all the World beſides the Chi- 
neſer capable of undertaking fuch like Voyages, or 
ſo much concerned or intereiled, as not to be diſcou- 
raged, m—_ all che Accidents that betal them , 
lor there palles not a day that is not memorable for 
Shipwracks; nay, and I wonder all Barks do not 
periſh. Sometimes a Man is fo fortunate as to fplit 
in a place not fur diſtant from the ſhoar, as I chan- 
ed ewice to do, then indeed one eſcanes by fwim- 
ming, provided one has ftrengrh enough to ſtruggle 
out of the Torrent, which is uſually very ſtrait. O- 
ther times the Barks run adritt,and in a moment is up- 
on the Rocks, where it remains aground with the Pat- 
ſengers ; bur ſometimesic happens, eſpecially in fome 
more rapid Vortices, that the Veſlel is in pieces, and 
the Crew buried before one has time to know where 
they are, Sometimes allo when one deſcends the Cal- 
R3] cades 
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Cades formed by the River, that altogether runs head- 
long, the Boats by falling all on ſudden, plunge into 
the Water at the Prow , without being able to riſe 
ain, and diſappear in a trice. In a word, theſe 
oy wy 


rous, that in more then Twelve 
t that I have Sail'd upon the moſt 
tempeſtuous Seas in the World, 1 don't believe I ever 
run through ſo many Dangers for Ten years, as I 
have done in Ten days upon theſe Torrents. 

The Barks they make uſe of are buile of a very 
thin, light Timber, which makes it more fit to fol- 
low all the impreſſions one has a mind to give them. 
They divide them into five or ſix Apartments lepa- 
rated by good Partitions, fo that when they touch 
at any place, upon any point of a Rock, only one 
part of the Boat is full, whilſt the other remainsdry, 
and affords time to ſtop the hole the Water has 
For to moderate the Rapidity of the Motion , in 
places where the Water is not too deep, ſix Seamen, 
three on each fide, hold a long Spret or Pole thruſt 
to the bottom, wherewich they reſiſt the Currant, 
yet ſlackning by little and little, by the help of a 
ſmall Rope made faſt at one end to the Boat, and twi- 
ned at the other round the Pole , that flips but very 
hardly, and by a continual rubbing , flackens the 
motion of the Bark, which, without this Caution , 
would be driven with too much Rapidity : infomuch 
that when the Torrent is even, and uniform, how 
precipitous ſoever its Courſe be , you float with the 
lame flownels, as one does upon the calmeſt Canal ; 
but when it winds in and our, this Caution is to no 
purpoſe ; then indeed they have recourſe to a double 
Rudder, made in faſhion of an Oar, of forty or fif- 
ty foot long, one whereof is at the Prow, and the 
other at the Poup. In the plying of theſe two great 
Oars conſiſts all the Skill of the Sailors , and Safety 
of che Bark ; the reciprocal Jerks and cunning m_ 

emney 
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they give it, to drive it on, or to turn it right as they 
would have it, to fall juſt into the Stream of the Wa- 
ter, to ſhun one Rock, without daſhing on another , 
to cut a Currant, or purſue the fall of Water, with- 
out running head-long with ic, whirles it about a 
Thouſand different ways : It is not a Navigation, it 
is a Manege 3 for there is never a managed Horſe that 
labours with more fury under the hand of a Maſter 
of an <a» + then theſe Boats do in the hands of 
theſe Chineſe Mariners : So that when they chance to 
be caſt away, it is not fo much for want of Skill as 
Strength ; and whereas they carry not above eight 
Men, if they would take fifreen, all the Violence of 
the Torrents would not be capable to carry them a- 
way. Bur it is a thing common enough in the 
World, and eſpecially in Chime, rather ro hazurd a 
Man's Life, and run the risk co loſe all he has, then 
to be at indifferent Charges one thinks noe ablolucely 
neceſſary. 

Secing I am ſpeaking of the Addreſs and Skill of 
the Chineſes upon Rivers, | cannot forbear, My Lord, 
letting you obſerve what they are Maſters of in mat- 
ter of Fiſhing, beſides the Line, Nets , and the or- 
dinary Inſtruments we make ule of in Europe, which 
they employ as well as we, they have morcover two 

ways of catching Fiſh, that ſeem to me very ſingular, 
and odd : The firſt is practiſed in the Night, when 
ie is Moon-ſhine ; they have ewo very long , ftrai: 
Boats, upon the tides of which they Nail trom one 
end to the other, a Board about ewo for broad, up- 
on which they have rub'd white Varniſh,very ſmorch 
and ſhining ; this Plank is inclined outward, and al- 
moſt toucherh the Suriace of the Water: That it 
may lerve their wen, it i5 requiſite to turn it towards 
the Moon- ſhine, to the end that the Reflexion of the 
Moon may increaſe i:s brightne(s , the Fiſh playing 
and ſporting, and miltaking the Colour of the Flank, 
[R 4] tor 
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for that of the Water, jerk out that way, and tumble 
before they are aware, either upon the Plank, or in- 
to the Boat, fo that the Fiſher-man, almoſt without 
mrs, pains, hath in a lictle time his ſmall Bark 

uite tull. 
, The ſecond manner of Fiſhing is yet more pleas 
ſanc; They breed, in divers Provinces, Cormorants, 
and they order and mannage them as we do Dogs, 
or even as we do Hawks for the Game ; one Fiſher 
man can very eaſily look after an hundred ; he keeps 
them perched upon the ſides af his Boat, quiet, and 
waiting patiently for orders, till they are come at the 
place deſigned for filbing in ; then , at the very firſt 
ſignal that is given them , each takes its flight, and 
flies coward the way that is aflignedit. "Tis a V 
plealant thing to behold how they ride amoogl 
them the whole breadth of the River, or of 
Lake; they leck up and down, they dive, and come, 
and go upon the Water an hundred times, till « 
hare ſpy'd their Prey ; then do they ſeize it wit 
their Beck, and immediately bring it to their Ma- 
flier. When the Fiſh is too big, they help one ano» 
ther interchangeably, one takes it by the Tail, another 
by the Head, and go after that manner in company 
to the Boar, where they hold out long Oars to them; 
there they perch themſelves with their Fiſh, which 
they part not with till they go ſeek for another. When 
they are weary, they let them reſt a while ; bur give 
them nothing to eat till the Fiſhing is over ; du- 
ring which time their Throat is tied with a ſmall 
Cord, for fear they ſhoald fwallow the little Fiſh, 
and may have no liſt to work longer. 

I torbear ſpeaking, Ay Lord, of their dexterity 
and neatnels in the Manufactures of Silk, Earthen 
Ware, Verniſh, Archiceaure : Theſe Matters have 
been exhauſted in publick Relations. It is well 
known that the Silk-Stufts of Che are not only 
handſome, 
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handſome, but good and ſerviceable ; that their Por- 
ctlain is of a neatne6 and matter unimitable ; that 
their Verniſh, and the uſe they make of it upontheic 
Cabinets, Tables, Skreens, have procured them the 
admiration of all Exrope. As for their Architecture, 
alcho' they have an inclination far different from 
ours, and coming ſhort of that Pecketion that we 
ſuppoſe our ſelves arrived to; yet muſt it be confeſt 
however, that there are ſome pieces of Sculpture in 
China periealy well wrought, and the Publick Edi- 
fices, as Gates of great Cities, Towers, and Bridges, 
have ſomething in them moſt noble and beautiful. 
In fine, the Chineſes in point of Arts are dexterous, 
laborious, curious to find out the Inventions and Con- 
trivances of other Nations, and very apt to imitate 
them. Bur what is peculiar to them), is, that in all 
their Works they perform with a very few Infſtru- 
ments and plain Engines, what our Artificers in 
Europe do not execute with almoſt an infinite number 
ot Utenſils, 

The better to let the Character of their In i. 
ty be known, I ſhall add, That there is no Nation 
under the Sun, that is more fit for Commerce and 
Traffick , and underſtand them better : One can 
hardly believe how far their Tricks and Craftineſs 
proceeds when they are to infinuate into Mens AF- 
fetions, manage a fair Opportunity, or improve the 
Overtures that are offered : The deſire of getting 
torments them continually, and makes them diſco- 
ver a thouſand ways of gaining, that would not na- 
tarally come into their Head : Every thing ſerves 
their curn, every thing is precious to the Chineſe, be- 
caule there is nothing bur they know how to im- 
prove. They undertake the moſt difficule Voyages, 
thr the leaſt hopes of gain, and that's the reaſon 
why all things are in motion; in the Streets, upon 
the Roads, upon the Rivers, and all along the Coaſts 
of 
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of Maritime Towns, you ſhall fee a world of Tra- 
: The infinice 
carried on every 
RY CY Me Tons 
Auftry ck pany Labour and natural In- 
with a ile more honeſty, ef ly in re- 


hea Seunges, ancing could be vaming to them 

oO — tage hero 
tn "when it lyes in their power; lome 
of them do not conceal it, but boaſt of it : I have 
heard of ſome fo brazen fac'd, that when they have 
road -yren 77 the _— = excuſe CY their 
implicity, Tow ſee that I do not underſt cur 
| aud ddl; but perbaps [i 


be more , #7 more ſubtle another time. They falf 
, when things are in 4 
lay particularly, that 
they counterfeit Gammons of Bacon fo artificially 
that many times a Man is miſtaken in them; _— 


when they have boil'd them a long time, they find 
_— when they come to cat them , but a huge 

ce of Wood under an Hogs-skin. It is certain a 
_ r will be always cheated, if he buy alone, let 
bim tal take what care he will ; he ſhould employ a 
truſty Chineſe, who is acquainted with the Country, 
who knows all the Tricky and indeed you will be 
very happy, it he that buys, and he that ſells, do not 
_ together to your Coſt, and go fnips in the 


When one lends them any thing, he muſt have 
Sureties ; for as lor their word, thole who know 
them cannot rely upon it. Some of them have been 
obſerved to borrow a very ſmall Sum, promiſing to 
reſtore the Principal with vaſt Intereſt, which my 
punRtually performed upon the day appointed , 
gain themſelyes che Reputation of down-right hone 

en 
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Men, Aſter that they demanded a greater Sum , 
.which they repay alſo without failing. At length, 
they continued this Commerce whole years together, 
cill ſuch cime as engaging to Credit them, ge 
them conſiderable Sums, carried their Money far 


h off, and difa for ever. 
"When they would obtain a Favour, they do not 


diſcover themſelves all on the ſudden ; there are ſome 
who prepare for it whole years before-hand. They 
make preſents to the Maſter, and to all thoſe of the 
Houſhold ; they ſeem ſo much the more diſincereſſed 

and to have no deſign, as they miſtruſt Peoples good 
will; but when one has accepted th&ir Toys, which 
they thought they might do without fearing any bad 
Conſequence, then they begin to ſhew their deſign z 
and they have already fo well play'd their Game , 
that they ſeldom receive a Repulle for what they de- 
mand. 

This Subtilty of Deceiving is ſtill more extraordi- 
nary in Thieves and Robbers : They break — 
the thickeſt Walls, burn Gates, and make great 
in them by the help of a certain Engine which fires 
the Wood without any flame. They penicrate into 
the moſt private Receſles, without ever being per- 
ceiv'd ; and when People awake in the Morning, 
they are amazed to find their Bed without Curtains 

Coverlets, their Chamber unfurniſhe , Tables, 
Cabinets, Coffers, Plate, all is marcht off, withou 
ſo much ſometimes as perceiving any foot-ſteps of the 
Thieves, but the Hole in the Wall at which they 
went out with all the Moveables of the Houle. 

When they are apprehended, if they be armed, 
they ſuffer death ; bur now if they be not in a con- 
dition to wound, or kill any body, they inflict ſome 
other Corporal Puniſhment, according to the quali- 
ty of the Goods fo ſtoln ; for it they have taken no- 
thing, the Judges are ſatisfied to puniſh them with 
thirty 
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thirty or forty blows with a Cudgel. They fay theſe 
Felons have a certain Drug, the Fume of which ex- 
treamly ſtupifics, and caſts into a deep Nleep, which 
affords them time and opportunicy to do their Job ; 
and they are fo perſwaded of that Truth , that Tra- 
vellers cauſe a Baſin of cold Water to be brought in 
to their Chamber in the Inn, which is a ſure Reme- 

dy to fruſtrate the power or charm of the Fume. 
Not but that after all one may meet with honeſty 
and diſfintereſt amongſt the Chineſe: ; for , ( not to 
of Chriſtians, in whom Religion hath re- 
the evil Inclinations of Nature) I du remem- 
ber that at my firſt arrival into Chimes with my Com- 
panions, Strangers, unknown, expoſed to the Ava- 
rice of the Mandarims, not one of them did us the 
leaſt wrong ; and what appeared yet more extraor- 
dinary was, That offering a Preſent to a Commilii- 
oner of che Cuſtom-houſe, People that are uſually 
greedy, and attentive to the improvement of luch fort 
of occaſions, he proteſted, norwichſtanding all our 
earneſt Intreaties, that he would never take any 
thing of any Body fo long as he was in his Office ; 
but if one day he ſhould chance to be in another 
Condition, he would with all his heart receive from 
us ſome European Curiofity. Alter all, thele are rare 
Examples, and the fame is not the Character of the 

Natives. 

As the Chinees have a Genius for Com 
merce, ſo have they likewiſe for Aﬀairs of State ; 
their Wir has been a long time adapted to Politicks, 
and negotiating Atfairs, not with Foreigners, whom © 
they look upon as Barbarians, and their Subgets, 
whom the ancient haughtincis of theEmpire forbids to 
correſpond with, but amongſt chemlclves, according as 
they are bound by Intereſt, or, astheir Fortune ingages 
them therein. There is Policy amongſt Princes, and 
other Grandees of the Realm, as much as in any 

Court 
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Court of __ » They —_— apply themſelves 
to know the alto, Inclinations, Humours, and De- 
ſigns one of another ; and they ſtudy it ſo mugh the 
more, as they are more reſerved, and diſſembling 
themſelves, they _ fair Correſpondence with e- 
very Body, nay, and even obſerve a Decorum with 
their Enemies. 

As the way of Challenging a Duel is not allowed 
in the State, all their Revenge is reaſonable and ſe- 
cret ; one cannot imagine by how many Shifts and 
Contrivances they avour to deſtroy one another, 
without making any ſhew of _— ſuch thing 
in their head. They are not only Diſlemblers, but 
patient, even to inſenſibleneſs, in expeRting a fa- 
veurable Moment to declare themſelves, and to ſtrike 
home. But as they obſerve all forts of meaſures with 
their Enemies, the better to lull them aſleep, fo they 
ſometimes huff their beſt Friends, for fear leaſt a too 
ſtri&t Bond of Friendſhip ſhould involve them in ſome 
unlucky buſinefs. So far are they from that barba- 
rous Friendſhip that inclines us in Exrope to engage 
thoſe in our private Quarrek that are moſt devoted 
to us, and to expoſe, without any advantage, a 
Life that we ſhould detend even by the loſs of 
our own. 

The Lords of the Court, the Vice-Roys of Pro- 
vinces, and Generals of Armies, are in perpetual 
motion, to preſerve or acquire the principal Places 
of the State ; they carry on their buſin*bs by Money, 
Farour, and by intrigue : And fince the Laws give 
nothing, cither to Solicitation, Riches, or Ambition 
of private Perſons, bur folely co Merit, the moſt 
ſubrle ſeem always moſt moderate , whilſt in the 
mean time, by an hundred hidden Springs, they 
endeavour to obtain the choice and eſteem of the 
Emperor. 

In ſhort, if ſome Neighbours, more potent, and bet- 
cer 


The particular Charafer of the 

ter Head-pieces than the Tartar: could have been able 
ferent People of Exepe do amongſt themilives, I am 

of Exrope t ves, Lam 
periwaded that Policy and Negotiations would have 
proved more powerful to defend them from their E- 
nemies, then that prodigious Wall, of which they 
endeavoured to make a Bulwark, and all thoſe nume- 
rous Armies, wherewith they have hitherto, but all 
in vain, led them. 

Aſter all that I have faid, I leave you to judge, My 
Lord, of the Character of theſe People, and of the 
value that ought to be put upon them ; when a Man 
hath a guſt as good as yours, he does not think of 
things nicely, but alſo judges of them folidly,and with 
the greateſt exatneſs ; ſo that I ſuppole no body 
will take it ill that I ſubmit the Chineſe to your Cen- 
ſure. They only would find ſome difficulty to ſubſcribe 
to it, if they underſtood the deſe&t of their Wit and 
Genizs, as much as we underſtand the delicateneſs 
of yours ; but as they believe themſelves the moſt 
witty Nation in the World, I am fure they will be 
glad to be given over to the Judgment of a Perſon, 
whom all France begins to admire, and what is more, 
whom Lews the Great honours particularly with his 
eſteem. You will obſerve, My Lord, in Chime lome 
Faults which one cannot excuſe ; all che favour I 
beg of you for them, is to reflet, That —_— they 
have been wiſer, more ſincere and honeſt, lets cor- 
___ than they are at preſent. Vertue, which they 

tivated with fo much care, which contributed in- 
finitely to model their Reaſon, made them at that 
time the wiſeſt People of the Univerſe ; and being 
their Manners were more regular, fo | doube not 
but they were then more ſpiritual,and more rational. 

However, in the very Condition wherein they 
are at preſent, you will perhaps eſteem them not- 


withſtanding, and find witchal,that though they have 
not 
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and Kno en in Exrope, yet 
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Policneſs, and that perhaps they may fur + 
Politicks and in Government. I am with the = 


profound ReſpeR, 


Aly Lord, 
Tour moſt bumble 


and mo#t obedient Servant 


L. ]. 


THE 


Peelent State 
CH I N As 


PART I 


To the Cardinal D' Eſtrees. 
Of the Policy and Government of 
the Chineſe. 

V HEN I had the honour to give 
your Eminence an account of the 
preſent State of Chae, I did a long 
time doube whether or no I ſhould 

venture to deſcribe to you their Form of Governmenc. 

To handle fo nice a SubjeRt requires the abilities of 

the moſt exat Poluician, and a knowledg of Scate- 


242 Of the Policy and Government 


Aﬀairs exquiſite as yours; a Subjet not to be 
managed by any without pains and trouble , but 
which lies too deep for thoſe of my Character whoſe 
knowledg in the Afﬀairs of this World is ſlight and 
ſuperficial. be 

But yet it would be the greateſt of injuries to the 
Chineſe, to pals that over in filence, which they look 
upon as Garkng © which they owe all «heir good 
qualities, and which they eſteem ay-a | 
of the moſt exat Policy: Thas therefore, my { 
tho' I ſhould own it a piece of unprudence in me to 
meddle with _ — -_ of Oo_ 
ment, and to ſearch never {o little jqza.che dept 
worldly Wiſdom; 1 could be contin tg be blamed. 
fac it in Exrope, if China, to whom Tagpn I heara 
kindnels, and reſpe&t, approve of t-1n-me, and get 
any Credit thereby. 

Amongſt the ſeveral Models and Plans of Go- 
vernment which the Antents framed, we hall per- 
haps meet with none ſo perteRt and exatt as is that of 
the Chineſe Monarchy. The annent Lawgivers of 
this Potent Empire, formed it in their days very little 
difterent from what it 1s in ours. Other States, ac- 
coding to the common fate of the thi of this 
World, are ſenſible of the weakneſs of Intancy; are 
born muſhapen and 1umpertet ; and hke Men they 
owe their perfection and maturity to trne. Chas 
ſeems more exempted from the. common Laws of 
Nature; and as h God himſclt had founded 
their Empire, the Plan of their Government was not 
a whit leh perte&t 19 us Cradle, than ut is now afrer 
the expenence and eryal of four chouſayd years. 

During all which time the Chaſe had never {o 
much as heard of the Name of Republick z and when 
lately, on the H«llanders arrival, they heard of it, it 
ſeemed fo ſtrange to them that they have ſcarcely yet 
done adnuring at it» Nothing could make them un- 

derſtand 
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derſtand how a Seate could regularly be governed 
without a Ki nnd ox my anc mere to be 


they bear an averſion to Republican Govern- 
ment, ſo are they yet more ſer againſt Tyranny and 
ures Gant Gay iy gronench tne from the 


Nature, nor the Laws of God can ever countenance. 
The Chineſe are of Opinion that the Obligation 
which is laid on their Kings notto abuſe their Power, 
is rather a means to conhrm and eſtabliſh them, than 
to occaſion their ruin; and that this uſeful conſtraine 
which they themſclves lay on their Paſſions does no 
more diminiſh cher Power or Authority here on 
Earth, than the like conſtraint derogates from the 
Majeſty and Power of the Almighty, who s not 

the lels powerful becauſe he cannot do evil 
An unbounded Authority which the Laws give 
the Emperor, and a Necefhry which the ſame Laws 
lay upon him to uſe that Authority with moderation 
and an, are REne Props _— __ tor fo 
many A pported this great Fabrick of the Chineſe 
on The hiſt Principle thereof that is in- 
ſtilled into the People, 1s to reſpeRt their Prince with 
ſo ugh a Veneration as almoſt to adore him. They 
Sale hum the Son of Heaven, and the only Maſter of 
the World. Hxs Commands are indiſputable, his 
words carry no leſs Authority with them than if they 
were Oracles: in ſhort every thing that comes from 
him 1 Sacred. He 1 {eldom feen, and never ſpoken 
to but on the knees. The Grandees of the Court, 
the Princes of the Blood, nay his own Brothers bow 
to the ground, not only =_ he 1s prelent, but 
3 even 
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even before his Throne ; and there are ſer 
week or month, in which the Nobility aſſemble, 
who meet in one of the Courts in the Palace, to 
acknowledg the Authority of their Prince by 
moſt ſubmiſſive Adorations, tho* he perhaps be 
—_— he 1 ill eſpecially if dangerouſly, the P 

s ill, i , the Pa- 
lace is full of Mandarins of every Order, who { 
night and day, wot plied, - 

to 
Snow 


for the occahon, to expreſs their own griet, 
ask of Heaven their Princes Cure. Rain, 
Cold, or any other inconveniences excule them noe 
from the performance of this Duty ; and as long as 
the Emperor is in pain, or in danger, any one that 
ſaw the People would think that they fear nothing 
but the loſs of him, 

Belides, Intereſt 1s no ſmall occaſion of the great 
reſpet which s ſhown him by his Subjects ; for as 
ſoon as he 1s proclaimed Emperor, the whole Autho- 
rity of the Empire «s in his hand, and the or all 
Fortune of hw Subjets 1s owing wholly to 

Fiſt, All Places in the Empire are mn his diſpoſal, 
he beſtows them on whom he thinks fit ; and beſides, 
he is to be looked upon as the diſpoler of them the 
more, becauſe none of them are ever fold. Meri 
that is Honeſty, Learning, long Experience, and 
elpecally a grave and fober behaviour, is the only 
thing conhdered in the Candidates, and no other 
conhderations can lay any claim to favour. New 
ther 1s this all, that he hath che choice of all Ofhkcers 
of State + bur if he diflikes theu management when 
choſen, he diſmitles or changes them without more 
ado, A Peccacillo has heretofore been "thought © 
nough to render a Mandarin incapable of continuing 
in hs Places and | am told that a Governour of one 
of their Cities was turned out, becauſe on a day of Au 
dience hus Cloaths were thought too gay to _ 

t 
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the gravity of his Office; the Emperor thinking a 
a Perſon of that humour not fit co fill fuch a Place, 
or to act as a Magiſtrate who repreſents his Prince. 

I my felt faw at Pekiw» an Example of this So- 
vereign Power, at which | was the more ſurpriſed 
becauſe it was brought about with fo letle arftur- 
bance. It was diſcovered that three Calasr (who are 
Mandarins as honourable for their Places amongſt 
the Chaeſe, as our Miniſters of Scate are amongſt us) 
had taken mony underhand for ome ſervices done by 
them in the Execution of their Oftce. The Em- 

, who was informed of it, took away their Sa- 
[ories immediately, and ordered them without far- 
ther trouble to retire. What became of the two firſt, 
or how they were uled, 1 cannot tell ; but the other, 
who had a great while been a Magiſtrate, and was as 
much eſteemed for his Underſtanding as he was re- 
ſpeed for hs Age, was Condemned to look after 
one of the Palace Gates amongſt other common 
Soldiers, in whole company he was Liſted. 

I ſaw him my felt one day in this mean conditi- 
on: he was upon as a common Sentinel ; 
when 1 paſſed by him I bowed to him, as indeed e- 
very one elſe did; for the Chineſe till reſpected in 
him the {lender remains of that honour which he had 
jaſt before poſſetſed. 

I muſt confels | foon lefr wondering at {o ſevere 
a puniſhment inflited on fo great a Man ; when [I 
law after what manner even the Princes of the Blood 
themſelves were uſed. One of them was a mighty 
lover of ſports, eſpecially of Cock-tighting (whuc is 
a uſual Diverſion in the Eaſt, and the obitinacy of 
thoſe Creatures, which armed with Gavelocks, tight 
all they dye with an incredible Skill and Courage, 1s 
very furpriag.) The Emperor did not think it a+ 
mails that this Prince ſhould ſpend a few hours in ſuch 
fart of Diverſions. He knew that Great Men have 

KR } lpare 
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ſpare time as well as others ; and that it does not de- 
rogate from any Man's Character to throw away an 
hour or ewo ſometimes in thoſe Diverſions which 
are more {uitable ro young People, and that it 1s not 
at all improper for Men of Underſtanding and Gra- 
vity to nd to mean and ordinary Sports, un 
order to give lome relaxation and caſe to their weary 
irits. Nevertheleſs, he could not bear to-fee him 
ſ his whole time in things fo much below his 
Ky, and fo unbecoming his Years, he theretore 
told him of it ; but finding that this admonmon dad 
not work with him, the Em reſolved ro make 
an Example of him, and did therefore declare that 
he had forheted his Tule and Honour of Prince, he 
was beſides deprived of his Retinue, his Salary, and 
his Qualicy, until he ſhould by ſome great and ex- 
traordinary Action make it a to the whole King- 
dom that he was not unw of the Blood from 
whence he ſprang. 

The Emperor went yet a ſtep farther, for 
caving that the number of the Princes of the | 
was very great, and that the ill Condut of many of 
them might in time bring their Quality inco con- 
tempt : he publiſhed an Order that none ſhould here- 
after bear that Character without his expreſs leave, 
which he gave to none but thoſe who Tos Ver- 
rue, Underſtanding, and Dilgence in Offices, 
did very well deſerve it. 

Sach Adminiſtrations in Ezrope would cauſe Heart- 
burnings and FaRtions in the States ; but in Chine 
they are brought about without any the leaſt diſtur- 
bance, theſe Changes create no manner of trouble 
if they are done for the Publick Good, and not from 
a perional Hatred or viotent Paſſion ; however it the 
Emperor ſhould be ſo far tranſported as to at thus 
to ſatshe his own Paſſion, yet if tus Government be 
generally cquicable and juſt, fuch particular ill Ad- 
munuſtcatzons 
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miniMracions raiſe no FaRtion in his Sabjedts again 


You will have a plain proof of the abſolhutene6 
of the Emperors Power from a age which hip. 


mand, to puniſh the Vanity and Raſh- 
nw King, who had dared co make iri- 
the Countries of ſeveral of the Alkes of 
The Tartar, whoſe warkke Troons 
an opportunity of fignalizing themſelves, 
to engage the Imperial Army, and fet u 
fo mach nolence and vigour, that at laſt, 
anding he was ſo much inferior to them in 
» hebearthem from ther ground, and forced 
eo retreat in diforder. 
Father in Law, an old Terter, well 
Trade of War, commanded the Artil 
pland his part fo well that he was killed ac the 
few, yer brave Soldiers, whom he encou- 
his E ns by his Words ; but 
| was accuſed for flying firſt, and draw- 
the reſt of the Army after him. The 
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Emperor who 1s himſelf a Man of Courage, and an 
adrurer of Glory, was leſs troubled at the lofs of the 
Battle than he was at that of his Brothers Honoor. 
He hm mmecdiately to Court, to be tryed 
before a Council of the Blood, whom he afſembled 
in his Palace. ©- 
The Prince, who was on alt «ther accounts a Per- 
ſon of r Merir, ſurrendered himlelf with he 
fame humiluy arid fabrmiflion; as he could have done 
had he meaneft Officer in the Army, and 
wrehoun: ng till Sentence was pronunced he con- 
dernned , and owned that he delerved death. 
Ton deſerve it, faid the E 4 but you ought, to ve- 
cover 7 to £5 drath in the midf# 
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Fourthly, Another inſtance of his Supreme Au- 
thoray is this, thache has the liberry of maki 
of his Succeffor, which he may not 
the Royal Family, but from 
jets. This antient right hath 
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admirable for their U ; chat 
ated thus not only from a deſire of | 

good, butalſo out of reſpett to the Honour and Cre- 
vrtm_nd rv 5 Anreny rage => 


glorious to hve pri ; than to fit upon a 
expoled to the and oftencimes tot 


creats Merit in thoſe who bead it not before, wwe ſhould m- 
died injure our Children in exclading thees from the Crows. 
fetts mere abroad, we i our ſolo cbliged, by the 
Kindneſs and Tenderweſ: which we bear tot bo 
tbe that ſhame and diſgrace which s Crown 


their own Families; y 
eldeſt. He who now 
Was a ger Brother ; 
d and free from Ambai 


wile, for at 
there were above ten thouſand Princes up and down 


the ſeveral Provinces, yet was there no confulzon or 


peror,who as little trouble m Chine 1n Governing 
a mulexude of Princes, as other Princes do in Go- 


the Common People 
"ms The Emperor after he has made 
Choice of, and ickly owned who ſhall be hn 


, may ards exclude him, and renew 
his Choice ; but not unleſs he have very good reaſon 
for doing fo, nor unleſs the Sovercign Courts of 
Pekin do in a manner give their conſent to it ; for it 
he a&t thus withour obſerving theſe methods, n would 
not only raile the Peoples Tongues, but perhaps their 
Hands againſt him. 

Fitthly. The Grave itſelf cannot put an end to his 
Power over his Subjects, which is exerciſed even over 
the Dead, whom be exher Diſgraces or Honours ( as 
much as it they were ale ) he hath a mind 
exther to Reward or Puniſh themſelves or their Famu- 
hes. He makes ſome after their decealc Dakes, ochers 
Counts, and confernng upon them ſeveral other 
Titles which our Language knows no name tor. He 
may Cagonile them as Saints, or as they ſpeak, may 

them naked Spirits Somenmes he builds them 
Temples, and it their Miniſtry hath been very bene- 
haal, or their Virtues very eminent, he commands 
the People to honour them as Gods. Paganiſm hath 
for many Ages authoriſed and countenanced this a- 
buſe of Religion ; yet this reparation Religion has 
trom the Empire of Chaze for the foremention'd in- 
jury, that ever fince the Foundation of this Empire, 
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Ticles of Honour, their 


A 
Grand-Father, and of all his 
is none which he likes to be called by fo 
well as this *. This Idga of their Prnce *Tefos. 
is ſo y imprinted in the minds of 
hs People, nd of his Mandarins, that when they 
make any Panegyrick in the praiſe of their Emperor, 
it 1s upon the Topick of his Aﬀection to hs People. 
Their Teachers and their Philoſophers conſtantly fer 
forth in their Books that the State is but a large Fa- 
mily, and that he who knows how to Govern the 
one, is the beſt capable of _— the other. So 
that if the Prince negle&s never (o little che pratice 
of -this Mawim, he may be a good Warriour, an able 
Polincian, a learned Prince, and yet meet witch hetle 
or no eftcem from hs People. They do not form 
their Character of their Prince from theſe or fuch 
hke qualities, his Repuration encreaſes or diminiſhes 
with them, in proportion as he is or is not a Father 
to them. 

Secondly, Every Mandarin may tell the Emperor 
of his faults, provided it be in ſuch a ſubmiſſive man- 
ner as is agreeable to that veneration and profound re- 
ſpet which is due to him ; this the manner they 
uſually take to bring it abour. The Mandarin who 
perceives any thing in the Emperors management 
dilagreeable to their Conſtitution or Laws, draws 
up a requeſt, 1n'which, after having ſer forth the re- 
lpet 
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ſpe&t which he bears towards his Imperial Majeſty, 
he moſt humbly prays his Prince that he will pleaſe 
©o refi:& upon the Antient Laws and good Example 
of thole holy Princes his Predeceſſors : afterwards 
he takes notice wherein he apprehends that hus Prince 
hath deviated from them. 

This Requeſt hes upon a Table among many ©- 
ther Petitions which are daily preſcneed, and whi 
the Em is obliged to Read : if he docs not here- 
upon ge his Condue, he «s put in mad of it 
again, as ofren as the Mandarin hath Zeal and 
Courage to do it, for they had need of a great deal 
of both who dare venture thys to expole Conalelres 
to their Princes indignation. 

A lintle before I arrived at Pekin, one who had 
an Office in that Court, which 1 appointed for the 
inſpedtion into the Mathematicks, had the Courage 
to adviſe the Emperor in the aforeſaid manner, con- 
cerning the Education of the Prince his Son, ſerting 
torth that inſtead of breeding im up to Learning 
and Knowledg, his Tutors made it their whole care 
and endeavour to make him expert in the bufines 
ot War, to ſhoot with the Bow, and to manage his 
Arms. Another let the Emperor know that he 
went too often from his Palace, and that contrary 
to the Cuſtoms of the Antient Kings he made too 
long ſtays in Tartery. This Prince who was one of 
the mall heagken, as well as the moſt Polinick Go- 
vernours that ever fat in the Throne, ſeemed to pay 
ſome deference and reſpet to their Advice. Never- 
theleſs, tince theſe his Journeys to Tarteary con- 
eibuted much to the preſerving his Health , che 
Princes of his Houſhold be of him to regard that 
more than the idle whimhies of particular Men. 

As for the Mathematician who had troubled him- 
felt wich what did not belong to hum, the Educati- 
on of the Prince, he was turned out of his Ca 
an 
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and the reſt of his Fellow-Officers, tho' they had no 
hand in the buſineſs, were deprived of a years Salary. 
This method hath been practiſed for a long time in 
Chins, and their Hiſtories take nonce that no means 
has been found fo powerful as this to oblige their 
Emperors, when they a& amiſs, to return to their 
Nutv, akho* thus means proves ofren dangerous to 
thoſz particular perſons who make ule of it. 
Thirdly, It thei Princes have any rogers for theic 
the manner in which Hiſtories are 
wrote, is along ſufficient to keep them within bounds. 


and Impartialiey are purpoſely choſen for this At- 
fair, remark with all the exadtne(s y 
all cheir Princes Actions but allo his Words ; cach of 
theſe perſons by himſelf, and without Communica- 
tion with the others, as things fall out ſets them down 
is a looſe Paper, and puts theſe Papers cthro' a Chink 
into an Othce fer a part for this purpole. In theſe 
Papers both the Emperors Vertues ind Faule are ſet 
down with the ſame liberty and unpartiality. Sucb 4 
day, lay they, the Princes behaviour was unſeaſonable 
and un onperate, be ſpoke after @ manner which did not 
become bu Dignity. The pamiſhment which be mflifted 
on ſuch an Offcer was rether the effet# of bis Paſſion, 
a wp po bis Juſtice. In ſuch an aff air be ftop'd 
the of Juſtice, and periialy abrogated the Sew 
tence paſſed by the Magiffrates., Or ellc, He enter'd 
Cooragecnſly wits @ War for the defence of bu _ 

He 


and for the maintenance of the bonour of bu King 

As juch @ time be made a» binaurable Peace. 

geve ſuch and ſuch marks , bus lowe to bus People. 
Notwut bb amdang the wn gruen bim by bu 
Fiasterers, be was not puffed up, but behaved bumſelf 
medeffly, bir words were tempered with all the [wert- 
neſs and bumuluty poſſible ; which made bim more loved 
and admired by by Court thaw ever. And 10 this 
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manner they ſet down every thing that occurs in his 
axed b 
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miſh his Authority. Altho” there are ſome 
ot chis in Hiſtory, yer they ſeldom occur, and 
ever they do, it 1s under ſuch Circumſtances as 
$0 go a great way toward their juſtification. 
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But ſuch is the temper of the Chineſe, that when 
theic Emperor 1s full of Violence and Paſſion, or very 
ligent of his Charge, the ſame Spirit of Perverſe- 
nel polleſles allo his Subjetts. Every Mandarin 
thinks himſelt the Soveragn of his Province or City, 
when he doss not perceive it taken care of by a 
Superior Power. The chief Miniſters fell Places 
to thoſe who are unfit to fill them The Vice- 
Roys become fo many little Tyrants The Go 
vernours obſerve no more the Rules of Juſtice. The 
People by theſe means oppreiied and trampled under 
foor,and by Conlequence milſcrable, are calily ſtirred 
up to Sedition. Rogues mulnply and commit Infos 
lencies in Companies ; and 1n a Country where che 
People are almoſt innumerable, numerous Armies 
doin an inſtant get-rogether, who wait nothing but 
an opportunity, under ſpecious pretences, to diſturb 
the Publick Peace and Quiet. 
Such beginnings as theſe have occahoned fatal 
, and have oftentimes pur Chime under 
the command of new Maſters. So that the beſt and 
ſureſt way for an Emperor to eſtabliſh himſelf in his 
Throne, is to give an exadt regard and an intre obe- 
cy Ao 7” Age 'Y gym have yu 
conhr CXPerience more than tour 
thouſand 
This is the ordinary Form of Government which 
the Laws preſcribe. The Emperor hath ewo So- 
vereign Councils; the one is called the Extraordi- 
nary Council, and 1s Compoled of Princes of the 
Blood only ; the ocher,called the Council in Ordinary, 
has behides the Princes ſeveral Miniſters of State 
named Colavs admicrted into it. Theſe are they who 
examuane all the Aﬀairs of Seate, and maks their re- 
to the Emperor, from whom they have their 
determination. Behide thele there is at Fehin 
fix Severcign Courts, — — extends over 
all 
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all che Provinces of Chins, each of theſe Courts 
__ _ —_ Co 6 them, > 
oO Cognilance : Names 
tm, end ade: b comminc3ce cc jadamnnd, amp 


the Treaſury, and takes care of r 
That called Lipew is to look after the Antient 
ſtoms; to this Court is alſo commuted the care 

Religion, of Sciences and Arts, and of At- 
fairs. That called Pipes has charge over 
and is Officers. That called Himpes takes 
of all Criminals. That called Compes looks a 


Offices, ſome of them into fifreen ; the Principal of 
which Ofhces is — by the Preſident and two 
Afﬀliſtants, who have the final infpe&tion into thoſe 
things which come under the notice of that Court ; 
the reſt are Under-Offices, and confiſt of a Pref 
dent and ſeveral Councellors, all of which are fub- 
jet to the Prehdeat of the Principal Office, from 
whom there 1s no Appeal. 
. But becauſe it is the Emperors Intereſt to keep ſuch 
conhderable Bodies as theſe fo far under, as that it 
may not lie in their power to weaken the 
Authority, or to enterpriſe any thing againſt the 
_ po 's _ that tho” _ of: Courts 
ave particular Charges of w are con- 
ſtiruted fole Judges, yer no confiderable thing can be 
brought to perfection and maturity without the joynt 
help and mutual concurrence of all theſe Courts ; 1 
explain my felt by the inſtance of War : the number 
of the Troops, the quality of their Officers, the 
march of the Armies, are provided for by the fourth 
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of the of the Nobility having built a Houfe 
po than the Cuſtom Chime lufters, 
did of himſelf pull t down in a few days, when he 
—_—_— that one of cheſe InſpeRors talked of ac- 


- Asfor the Provinces they are under the immediate 
inſpetiorr of ewo forts of Viee-Roys. One ſort has 
the Government of one Province only. Thus there 1s 
one Vice-Roy at Prin, at Canton, or at Nankims, or 
many other Town bur 2 lictle drftant from the chief 
City of the Province. Beſides this, cheſe Provinces 
are under the Government of other Vice-Roys, who 
are called 7T/owne, and nw under their Juriſdacti- 

4 on 
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on two, of three, nay ſometimes foar Provinces. 
There is no Prince in Ewrope whoſe Dominzons are 
of ſo large extent as is the Juriſdiction of theſe Ge- 
neral Officers ; yet how great ſoever their Authorit 
may ſeem to be, they do in no wiſe diminiſh that 
the particular Vice-Roys ; and cach of theſe wwo Vice- 
Roys have their particular Right ſo well ſettled and 
adjuſted, that they never claſh or contend with each 
other in their Adminiſtrations. 

Theſe have all of them in cheir ſeveral Lordſhips 
many Courts, of the ſame nature with thoſe at Pekin 
already deſcribed, but are ſubordinate to them, ſo 
that from theſe they Appeal to them : there are belzde 
theſe ſeveral other inferior Offices for the 
buſineſs, or for finiſhing it according to the extent 
of their Commiſſions. There are three forts of Tow 
each of which have their particular Governour, a 
a great number of Mandarins who Adminiſter Ju- 
ſtice ; amongſt which Cities there is this difference, 
that thoſe of the third fort or rank are ſubordinate 
to thoſe of the ſecond, as thoſe of the ſecond are to 
them of the firſt; theſe of the firſt Rank are fub- 
ject to the Juriſditon of the General Officers of the 
Capital Cities, according as the nature of —_ 
quire, and all the Judges, be their qualny what «t 
will in the Civil Government, have their dependance 
on the Vice Roy, in whom reſides the Im Au- 
thoriy. He from ume to time convencs the Prunct- 
pal Mandarins of his Province, to take 
of the good or bad Qualmes of the Governours, 
Licurenants, and even mfenor Officers : he fend 
private Diſpatches tro Court to inform the Emperor 
who miubchave themſelves, who are cither there 
fore deprived of their Offices, or clſe cited to ap 
pear and offer what they have to ſay in their 


ilihcation. 


On 


|; 
p 

, 

. 
4 
© 
Q- 
6, 
te 
ro 
b- 
he 
re» 
nt 
1CE 
u 


ap 


of the Cninese. 261 


On the other hand the Vice-Roy's power is coun- 
terpoiſed by that of che great Mandarins who are a- 
bout him, and who may accuſe him when they are 
farsfied that it is neceſſary for the Publick Good. 
But that which principally keeps him upon his Guard 
1s that the People, when evil intreated or oppreſſed 
by him, may Peticon the Emperor in perſon for his 
removal , and that another may be ordered them. 
The leaft Infurreion or Diſtu is laid at his 
door, which if it continues three days he muſt an- 
[wer for it at ps Ir is hus faule, ſays the Laws, 
if Diſturbances ſpring up in his Family, that is in 
the Province over w he has the Charge. He 
a_ to e the Conduct of the Mandarins 
al = td Feogle bike mw v = 

management. n e their Maſters 
they do not deſire to change them; and when the 
Yoak is eahie it is a pleaſure to bear it. 

But becauſe private perſons cannot eahly come at 
the Court, and becauſe the juſt Complaints of his 
People, cannot always reach the Ears of their Prince, 
(eſpecially in Chae where the Governours ecalily cor» 
rupe with Bribes the General Ofhcers, and they the 
Supreme Courts ;) the Emperor diſperſes up and down 
lecret Spies, perions of known Wildoin and Repu- 
tation ; theſe in every Province by their cunning man- 
agement, inform themſelves from the Countrymen, 
Tradeſmen or others, aſter what manner the Manda- 
rins behave themſelves in the Execution of their Othces. 
When from their private but certain informations, 
or rather when by the Publick Voice, which (eldom 
unpoſes on us, they are acquainted with any diſor- 
der: Then they publickly own ther Commuſſion 
from the Emperor z they take up thoſe Criminal 
Mandarins, and manage the Cauſe againſt them. 
This heretofore kept all the Judges ro cheir Duty ; 
but Gnce the Tartar: have been Maſters of Che, thelz 
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—_ _ or hs 
. 4p fic 10 I Þ Proms, and to aq ns 
the Complaints 

eh fk a nce as makes him the recror of has 
Mandarins, a i rg wo mongſt 
the great variety of —_ which have happened 
to hum during thoſe 2 Pogo, they report that 
being once? leparated from his Artendants, he "ho fan 
old Man weeping bitterly, of whog he eng 
what was the occaſion of his Tears. Sir, Said the 
old Man who did not know to whom be ſpoke, 
have but one Son who was the comfort of my hfe, 
and on whom lay the whole care of ay Frm a 
Mandarin of Tartery has os ad y ; which 
hath made me helpleſs at preſent, and will make me 
{o as long as I live; for | oem L, w 
and elteanog 21 —_ => a Man as he to make 
me Reſticurion 7 mY _—_— © as you 

{aid che Em __— ok me 
© tus Hou 
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There is no need of having a Warrant to carry them 
before the Magiſtrat*, nor that the Magiſtrate ſhould 
fit in a Court of Juſtice to hear the Accuſation and 
Plea of the Criminal. Such Formalines as theſe are 
not infiſted on there. Wherever the Magiſtrate ſecs 
a Fault, there he has power to pumiſh it on the ſpor, 
be it in the Street, in the Highway, or m a private 
Houſe, ut is all one; he may take up a Gameſter, a 
Rook, or a Debauch6, and without more Formalines 
he orders ſome of his Attendants to give him rwenty 
or thirty Seripes: after which, as tho” nothing extra- 
ordinary had happened he goes on hs Journey with- 
out any concernment. Nowuhſtanding this puniſh- 
the perſon damaged may accuſe the ſame Criminal 
again in a Superior Court, where he is cryed, 
the reſult of which &s uſually a farther puniſhmenr. 
Farther, the Plaintiff may in common Caſes bring 
his Aion in any Higher Magiſtrates Court, even be- 
fore it has been leaded in an Inferior Court. I mean, 
an Inhabitant of a Town of the third Rank may 
forthwith apply himſelf to the Governour of the Ca- 
pital C the Province, or even to the Vice Roy, 
without having it examined before the Governour of 
his own Town; and when it once comes before a 
Superior Judge, the Interior ones may not take 
nizance of it, unlels it be deputed to them by tho 
Superior Judges, as ut ofren uw. When the Cauſe is 
of great Conſequence, there lies an Appeal from 
the Vice-Roy to one of the Supreme Courts at Pekan, 
according to the nature of the Aﬀair, where the 
Cauſe 1s examined 1n one of the under Offices, who 
make their report to the Preſident of the Supreme Ot- 
hce, who gives Sentence after he has adviſed with hs 
Afﬀliſtanes, and Communicated his Opinion to the 
Colas who carry it to the Emperor. Sometimes the 
Emperor defires better information, ſometimes gives 
Sentence on the ſport, and in his name the Supreme 
Coun 
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Court makes « brief of the Sentence, and ſends ic 
to the Vice-Roys for them to pur it in Execution. 
- be 1nd ay wry manner is irrevocable, 
they call it the holy Commandment ; that is to lay 
the Commandment, which us without defect or par- 


taliry, 

You will think ic doubeleſs an inconceivable thing, 
that a Prince ſhould have nme to examin himſelt the 
Afﬀaiirs of fo vaſt an Empire as is that of Chine. Bur 
belides that Wars and Foreign Negotiations never 
f his time, which in Ezrope is almoſt the fole bu- 

ines of the Councils » belides this, I fay, their At- 
fairs are fo well digeſted and ordered, that he can 
with half an Eye fee to which Party he ought to 1n- 
chne in his Sentence, and this becauſe their Laws are 
fo plain that they leave no room for intricacy or dif- 
pute. So that two hours a day is time enough for that 
Prince to Govern himſelt an Empire of that extent, 
that were there other Laws might hind Employment 
for thirty Kings So true is it that the Laws of Chas, 
are wile, plain, well underſtood, and exadtly ade- 
quate to the particular Genius and Temper of that 
Nation. 

To give your Eminence a general Notion of this, 
I ſhall think ic ſufficient ro remark toYou three things, 
which are exceeding conducive to the Publick Peace, 
and are as it were the very Soul of the Government. 
The firſt is the Moral Principles which are inflilled 
into the People. The ſecond s the Political Rules 
which are fer up in every Thing. The third is the 
Maxims of good Policy which are, or ought to be eve- 
ry where obſerved. 

The firſt Moral Principle reſpedts private Families, 
and _—_—_ Children fach a Love, Obedience, and 
ReſpeR tor their Parents, that neither the ſeverity of 
their erearment, the impernnency of their old Age, 
or the meannels of their Rank, when the _ 
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muſt tame and ſoften them. But after all, ſay they, 
the love of their Children is fo deeply imprinted in 
the Hearts of Parents, that antipath _ unleſs 
provoked and inflamed by the ciful 

and — behaviour of their Children, can ne- 
ver eraſe. 

If it ſhould happen that a Son ſhould be fo infolent 
as to mock his Parents, or arrive to that _— fury 
and madneſs as to lay violent hands on « ; it is 
the whole Empires concern, and the Province where 
this horrible Violence is committed 1s allarmed. The 
Emperor himſelf judges the Cnminal. All the Man- 
darins near the place are turned out, eſpecially thoſe 
of that Town, who have been fo t in; their 
Inſtrutions. The Neighbours are all reprimanded 
for negle&ting, by former Puniſhments, to ſtop the 
iniquity of this Criminal before it came to this highe, 
for they ſuppoſe that ſuch a Diabolical temper as this 
muſt needs have ſhewed it ſelf on other ns, 
ſince its hardly poſlible to attain to fuch « pitch 
iniquity at once. As for the Cnminal there is no 
Puniſhment which they think coo ſevere. They cut 
him into a thouland pieces, bura him, deſtroy his 
Houle to the ground, and even thoſe Houſes which 
ſtand nearn, and ſet up Monuments and Memorials 
of this fo hornible an inlolence. 

Even the Emperors themſelves can't rezet the Au- 
thority of their Parents without running the riſque of 
ſuffenng for it ; and Hiſtory tells us a Story which 
will always make the Aﬀedtion which the Chineſe 
have to this Duty appear admirable. One of the 
Emperors had a Mother who managed a private In- 
ereague _ _——y — _ 
nice which was taken of ir, the Em- 
—_ to ſhew hs reſentment of it, both tor his ow 

onour and that of the Empire : fo that he bani 
her irvo a far diſtant Province ; and becauſe he 
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A#tion would not be very acceptable to his 
| and Mandarins, he forbad them all, under 
death, giving him advice therein. They were 
for ſome time, hoping that of himſelt he 
condemn his own Condudt in that Aﬀaic ; but 
hat he did not, they refolved to appear im it, 
han ſuffer fo a Precedenc. 

who had the Courage to put up a requeſt 
Emperor 


HE 
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in this matter was put to death on the 
His death put not a ſtop to the Mandarins 
ings ; for a day or two atter another made his 
and to ſhew all the World that he was 
to Sacnfice hs hfe for the Publick, he ordered 
——  - 6 Ry os To Oo 
peroc not this generous Aftion, but was t 

rather more provoked at it. He not only ſentenced 
to death, but to terrife all others from tollow- 
his Example, he ordered him to be put to the 
Torture. One would not think « Prudence to hold 
nag The Chineſe were of another mand, for 
we olved to fall one after another rather than 

to pals over in hlence fo baſe an Acton. 

Lo was therefore a third who devored him» 
ſelf, He, like the ſecond, ordered his Cofhn to be 
ſer at the Palace Gate, and proteſted to the Emperor 
that he was not able any longer to ſee him ſtill gwley 
of his Crime, het ſhe we loſe by cur death, lays 
he, nothing but the fight of @ Prince, upon whom we 
can't look without amazement and horror. Since you will 
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So that every 
hand Co- 
vered 

Every fit 
down and eat leaves 
one, another the whole 
ay emeng tþ Acclamations of his 
People. thing, every onede- 
fires to have comes from off him. 
= === 

: thing, ano- 

ther the ſame fort, and before hen quit of hay 
multitude, ir ſornerumes happens that he has had thurty 
Ln por hy ſelf lled 

Then rs himſelf ca ick BenefaQtor, 
the preſerver and Father of his They be- 
wail the loſs of him with wet Eyes; and a Manda- 
rin muſt be very inſenſible indeed, if he does noe in 
his turn ſhed a Tear or two, when he fees ſuch ter 
der marks of Aﬀe&tion. For the Inhabitants are noe 
obliged ro ſhew him this ReſpeR, and when they 
do not like the Adminiſtration of a Governor, they 
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ſelves as indifferent ac his departure, as 
and ſorry at the loſs of a good 


aordinary reſpect which Children pay to 
and People to their Governors, 1s the 
of preſerving quierneſs in their Fami- 
their Towns; 1 am perſuaded that 
der, in which we fee ſo mighty « 
thele two Springs 
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The third Principle of Morality eſtabliſhed among 
them is this, that it is ray act that all People 
ſhould obſerve toward each other the ſtricteſt Rules 
of Modeſty and Civility, that they ſhould behave 
themſelves ſo obligingly and complaiſantly, that all 
their Actions may have a mixture of {weetnels and 
courtehe in them. This, ſay they, u that which makes 
the &iſtin&ion berween Man and Beaſt, or between 
the Chineſe and other Men : they pretend alſo that the 
diſturbance of ſeveral Kingdoms is owing to the 
h and unpoliſhed Temper of their Subjzts. For 
e Tempers which fly out into Rudeneſs and Pal- 
fion, perpetually embroiled in Quarrels, which uſe 
neither reſpet nor Complaiſance toward any, are 
fitted to be Incendiaries and Diſturbers of che Pub- 
lick Peace. On the contrary, People who Honour 
and ee cach other, who can ſuffer an Injury, 
and difſemble or ſtifle itz who religioully oblerve 
that difference which ether Age, Quality, or Me- 
rit have made; a People of this ſtamp are naturally 
lovers of Order, and when they do amiſs ut s not 
without Violence to their own Inclnations. 

The Chineſe are (o far from negleting the Praftice 
of this Maxim, that in ſeveral Inſtances they carry 
it on too far. No fort of Men are excuſed from it ; 
Tradeſmen, Servants, nay even Countrymen have 
their ways of exprefling Kindneſs and Civility to one 
another; I have often been amalſed to fee Foormen 
take their leave of each other on their Knees, and 
Farmers 1n their Entertainments uſe more 
ments and Ceremonies than we do at our 
Treats. Even the Scamen, who from their man- 
ner of lving, and from the Air they breath, 
draw in naturally Roughneſs, do yet bear to each 
other a love hke that of Brothers, and pay that'de 
ference to one another, that one would think them 
unued by the ſtraitcfſt bands of friendſhip. my 
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The State, which has always, in Policy, accounted 
this as moſt conducive to the quier of the Empire, has 
appointed forms of Salatation, of Viftning, of making 
Encertainments,and of writing Letters. The uſual way 
of Salutation is to lay your Hands croſs your Breaft 
and bow your Head a lutle. Where you would Rill 
ſhow a greater Reſpe&t, you muſt joyn your Hands 
together, and carry them almoſt to the ground, bow- 
ing your whole Body + it you paſs by a Perſon of E- 
minent Quality, or receive fuch an one into your 
Houſe, you muſt bend one Knee, and remain inthat 
Poſture *till he whom you thus Salute takes you up, 
which he always docs immediately. Burt when a Man- 
darin appears in publick, x would be a Criminal fau- 
cinels to Salute him in any fort of Faſhion, unlefs you 
have occaſhoa to ſpeak to him : you mult ſtep ahde 
a httle, and holding your Eyes on the ground, and 
your Arms crols your Sides, ſtay till he be gone paſt 

OU- 

Altho' very familiar Acquaintance make Vihes 
without any Ceremony, yet for thoſs Friends who 
are not ſo, Cuſtom has preſcribed a fet form of Vi- 
fining- The Viſner ſends his Servant before with a 
piece of red Paper, on which s wrote his own name, 
and a great many marks of Reſpet to the Perſon he 
Vihes, according as his Dignity or Qualicy s. When 
this meſſage 1 received, the Vitieor comes 1n, and 
meets with a reception an{werable to his Merit. The 
Perſon vilned lometimes Rays tor the Viſitor in the 
Hall, without going out to meet him, or if he be of 
a much Superior Quality withour rifting from his Seat : 
ſometimes he meers the Vilitor at his Door ; fome- 
times he goes out into the Courtyard, and fome- 
tumes even unto the Setreer to bring him in. When 
they come into view, they both run and make a low 
Bow: They lay but lutle, chew Complements are 
form, ons knows what he muſt fay, and the _ 
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how he muſt anſwer; they never beat their Brains, 
hke us, to find out new Complements, and fine 
Phraſes Art every Gate they make a halt where the 
Ceremonies begin afreſh, and the Bows are renewed 
to make each go firſt ; they uſe but ewo ways of ſpeak- 
ing on this Occafhon, which are Ti ; gt by, rep 
be pleaſed to enter, and Fouken, it muſt wet be. 

of them repeats his word four or hve times, andthen 
the Scranger ſufters himſelf to be perſuaded, and goes 
on to the next Door, where the lame thing begins 
anew. 

When they come to the Room where they are to 
ſtay, they Rtand near the Door in a row, and every 
one bows almoſt to the ground ; then follow the Ce- 
remonies of kneeling, and going on this or that fide 
to give the nghe Hand, then the Chairs are faluted 
(tor they have their Complements T them as well 
as the Men, they rub them to take all Duſt away ; and 
bow 1n a reſpeive manner to them) then f the 
Contentions about the firſt Place ; yet all this makes 
no Confuſion. Uſe has made it natural to the Chineſe, 
they know before what themſelves, and what others 
are to do, every one ſtays till the others have done in 
their order what is ex , fo that there happens no 
Contulhon or Diſturbance. 

It nu!t be owned that this is a great piece of Fa- 
tigue, and at:cr fo many Motions and diltcrent Po- 
ſtures in which they ſpend a quarter of an hour. be- 
fore they are to fit down ; it muſt be own'd they 
have need enough of reſt. The Chairs are ſet fo 
that every Body {its oppoſite to one another ; when 
you are fate, you muſt fit ſtraight, not lean back, 
your Eyes muſt look downward, your Hands muſt be 
ſtretched on your Knees, your Feet even, not acroſs, 
with a grave and compoled behaviour, not be over- 
forward to ſpeak. The Chimeſe think that a Viſue con- 
fiſts not in mutual Converſe lo much as in outward 
Comple- 
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Complement and Ceremony, and in Chizs the Vidi- 
tor PG wny HY SO EDOagy his 
Reſpeds, for oftimes is more honours paid than 

A Miffionary did aver to me that a Mandarin made 
him a Viſit, in which he ſpoke never a word to him. 
This 1s always certain that they never overheat them- 
ſelves with di(courfing, for one may generally ſay of 
them that they are Statues or in 4 
Theatre for Ornament.they have ſo lictle of Diſcourſe 
and ſo much of Gravity. 

Their Speech is mighty ſubmiflire and humble, you 
will never hear them ſay, for Example, 1 aw obliged 
to you for the favour you bave done me, but thus, The 
fevour which my Lord, which my Inflrafter bar granted 
to me, who am lutle in bis Eyer; or who am bis Diſ- 
ciple, bas extremely obliged me. Again, they done lay, 
I make bold to preſent you with @ few Curioſities of my 
Country 4 but The Servant takes the liberty to offer to bu 
Lord a few Curioſities which came from bi; mean and 
wile Country, Again, not Whatſcever comes from your 
Kingdom or Promee is A What [oever 
comes from the precious Kingdom, t Province 
the Lord is fl hr fine, and excredmy well — 
In hke manner in all other Cafes, they never (ay I 
or You in the firſt or ſecond Perſon ? but we 
Servant, me your Diſciple, me your Subje#. And in- 
o_ - laying Tow, my lay the ater ſaid, the Lord 

4, the Emperor ed, It w a great piece of 
Clowmihne(s to bh otherwiſe, unleſs to our Ser- 
vants. 

During the Vit the Tea goes round two or thres 
times, where you muſt uſe a Ceremony when you 
take the Diſh, when you carry « to your Mouth, or 
when you return it to the Servant. When you de- 
part it us with the ſame Ceremomes with which you 
came in, and you conghude the Comedy with the fams 
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Expence you began it. Serangers are very uncouth at 
plaving their parts herein, and make great blunders 
The reaſonable part of the Chineſe ſmile at them and 
excuſe them ; others take exceptions at it, and dehre 
them to learn and practice before they venture in pub- 
lick For this reaſon they allow Ambaſſadors forty 
days to prepare for their Audience of the Emperor ; 
and for fear they ſhould miſs any Ceremony, they 
ſend them, during the time allowed, Maſters of the 
Ceremonies, who teach them, and make them pra- 
&ice. 

Their Feaſts are ceremonious even beyond what 
you can imagin, you would think they are not in- 
vited ro cat, bur to make Grimaces. Not a mouth- 
ful of Meat 1s cat, or a drop of Wine drank but it 
colts an hundred Faces, They have, like our Con- 
forts of Muſick, an Officer who beats time, that the 
Gueſts may all together in Concord take their Meat 
on their Plates, and put ut into their Mouths, and ht 
up their lictle Inſtruments of Wood, which ſerve in- 
ſtead of a Fork, or put them again in their places in 
Order, Every Gueſt has a peculiar Table, wich- 
out Table-Cloath, Napkin, Knife or Spoon ; for & 
very thing is ready cut to their Hands, and they ne 
ver touch any thing but with ewo little wooden In- 
ſtruments tipped with Silver, which che Chineſe handle 
very dexteroully, and which ſerve them for an Uns 
verlal Inſtrument. 

They begin their Feaſts with drinking Wine, which 
15 given to every Gueſt at one and the ſame time in 4 
{mall Cup of Chime or Silver, which Cup allche Gueſts 
take hold of with both Hands: every one lifts his 
Veſlel as high as his Head, preſenting their Ser- 
vice thereby to one another withoue ſpeaking, and 
znviting cach other to drink firſt. It is enough if you 
hold the Cup to your Mouth only without drinking 
during the time whale the reſt drink ; for it che = 
wa 
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ward Ceremomies are obſerved and kept, it is all one 
to them whether you drink or nor. 

After the firſt Cup, they fer upon every Table a 
great Veſſel of haſh'd Mcat, or Ragoo. Then every 
one obſerves the motions of the Maſter of the Feaſt, 
who direts the Aations of his Gueſts. According 
as he gives the ftign, they take their ewo lictle In- 
ſtruments, brandiſh them in the Air, and as it were 
Preſent them, and after Exercifing them alter tweney 
Faſhions which 1 can't expreſs, they ſtrike them into 
the Diſh, from whence they cleaverlv bring up a 
piece of Meat, which muſt be eat nenher too haſtily 
nor too ſlowly, fince it would be a rudenel(s ether 
to cat before others or to make them ſtay for you. 
Then again they exerciſe their lictle Inſtruments, 
which at length they place on the Table in that 
poſture wherein they were at the firſt. In all chis 
you muſt obſerve tme, that all may begin and end 
at Once. 

A little afrer comes the Wine again , which is 
drank with all the Ceremonies atoreſa'd. Then 
comes a ſecond. Meſs, which they dip into as into 
the firſt, and thus the Feaſt is continued until the 
end, drinking berween every mouthiul, 'all there 
have beck ewenty or four and twenty different Plates 
of Meat at every Table, which makes them drink 
of as many Cups of Wine ; but we muſt obſerve 
that, beſides that I have ſaid that they drink as much 
or as little as chzy will at a time, their Wine Cups are 
very lictle, and their Wine 1s ſmall. 

When all the Diſhes are ſerved, which are done 
with all imaginable Order, no more Wine is brought, 
and the Gueſts may be a latle more free with their 
Meat, taking indifferently out of any of theſe Diſhes 
before them, which yet muſt be done when the reſt 
of the Gueſts cake out of fome of their Diſhes, for 
Umtormity and Order » nga Sacred. Art this 
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time they bring Rice and Bread, for as yet nothing 
but Meat has been brought 3 they bring likewiſe fine 
Broths made of Fleſh or Fiſh, in which che Gueſts, 
if they think fit, may mingle their Rice. 

They fit at Table ſerious, grave, and filent, for 
three or four hours rogether. When the Maſter of 
the Houſe ſees they have all done cating, he gives 
the fign to riſe, and they go ahide for a quarter of an 
hour into the Hall or Garden to entertain and divert 
themſelves. Then they come again to Table, which 
they find fet our with all forts of {weermeats, and 
dryed Fruns, which they keep to drink with their 
Tea. 

Theſe Cuſtoms fo ſtnaly enjoyned, and fo ex- 
tremely croubleſome, which muſt be performed from 
one end to the other of the Feaſt, k:eps all the Gueſts 
from cating, who do not find themſelves Hungry 'till 
they ariſe from the Table Then they have a great 
mind to go and Dine at Home ; but a Company of 
$:rolers come and play over a Comedy, which s fo 
tedious that it wearies one as much as that before at 
the Table did. Nor i tedioulnels the only fault, for 
they are commonly very dull and very norhe, no 
Rules ars obſerved, ſometimes they Sing, mes 
bawl, and fomcrnmes howl, for the Chmeſe have be 
tle skill 1n making Declamations. Yet you muſt nat 
laugh at this folly, but all che while admire at the 
Politeneſs of Chins, at its Ceremonies, Inſtituted, as 
they ſay, by the Diſcretion of the Antients, and ſhll 
kept up by the Wiſdom of the Moderns. 

The Letters which are wrote from one to ano 
ther, are as remarkable for thei Civilities and Ce- 
remonies, which are as many and as myſterious as 
the others. They dont write in the ſame manner as 
they ſpeak ; the bignels of the Charaters, the di- 
ſtances between the Lines, the innumerable Titles of 
Honour given to the ſeveral Qualities of a * 


no one can deny nevertheleſs bur that 
ws, which People obſerve fo exattly, do 
inſpire into them a ſweetneſs of Temper, and a 
love of Order. "Theſe three Moral Principles, that 
1s, The Reſpet which Children pay their Parencs, The 
Veneration which all pay the Emperor and hs Officers, 
and The mutual Humilicy and Courtehe of all People, 
work their effet the better, becauſe ſupported by a 
wile and well underſtood Policy. The Principle 
Maxims of which are, my Lord, as follow. 

The hcſt s, never to give any one an Office in his 
own Province, and that for two Reaſons : becauſe, 
fiſt, a Mandarin of ordinary Parentage is uſually 
deipiled by thoſe who know his Family. Secondly, 
becauſe being brought into favour and repute, _—_- 
great number of has kindred and Friends, he might be 
enabled cither to make, or at leaſt to ſupport a Re- 
belhon, or at leaſt it would be very difficule for him 
to execute Juſhce with an Univerſal impartiality. 

The ſecond Maxim, u to retain at Court the 
Children of the Mandarins imployed in the moſt con- 
hiderable Offices in the Province, under pretence m- 
deed of educating them well, but in ed >. 
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The third Maxim, is that when one goes to Law, 
ſuch a Commillary is made uſe of as the Emperor 
pleaſes to name, unleſs the Office or Quality of the 
Criminal gives him the liberty to refuſe him. It the 
Emperor di{}:kes the firſt Sentence, he may Commul- 
hon new Judges to re-examine it until the Sentence 
be agreeable to his mind. For otherwiſe it would be 
in the power of Mony, or of Artfce to fave a Man 
whoſe hte would be noxious to the good of the State. 
On the other fide, fay they, we need not fear the 
Princes Paſſion, who if he have a mind to take off a 
good Man may find ways enough to do it without 
going fo openly about it. But it is bur firting that 
there hould bc a means efhicacious enough to r1d the 
Empire of an ill Man. 

The fourth Maxim of Policy is never to fell any 
Place, bur to beſtow it always upon Meri ; that 1s to 
thoſe of good lite, and who by a diligent Study have 
acquainted themſelves with the Laws and Cuſtoms 
of their Country, Tothis end Informations are ex 
hibited of the life and manners of the Candidate, & 
ſpecially when a Mandarin is removed from an Inte- 
rior to a Superior Office; as for their Underſtanding 
the Laws, they undergo ſo many Examinations and 
Tryals of it, that it 5s 1mpoflible for an ignoramus to 
be chought underſtanding, fo ſevere arc the meafures 
which they take. 

When they reſolve to ſet a Child apart to Learning, 
they put him to a Maſter, for the Towns of Chins 
are full of Schools, where Reading and Writing are 
raughe, which to learn well will cake up ſome years 
When the Youth has made a pretty good 
in this, he is preſented to a Mandarin of the lower 
Order to be examined. It he writes a good Hand, 
and makes their Characters handſomly, he is admit 
ted among thoſe who apply themſelves to the know- 
ledge of Books, and endeayour to obtain a degree 

ot 


of the Curnass. 
Of which there ar2 chre2 forts which anſwer to our 
Bachelour, Maſter of Arts, and Doctor. As the 
fortunes of the Chine/e do _—_ 41+ upon their 
Capacity and Underſtanding, fo ſpend theic 
whole hfe in Scady. They fay by Heart all cheir 
Staple Books with a wonderful alacrity, they make 
ts on their Laws: Compolmon,Eloquence, 
itation and Know of their antiene Doors, 
and the dehcacy and poluenels of the modern ones, 
from frx to fixty are their conſtant employ. In ſome 
the quicknels and readineſs of Wit ſaves them a great 
deal of Labour, for fome have been Doctors at an 
Age when others can write but indifterently ; bue 
theſe are Hero's amongſt the Chineſe, of which one 
in an Age 1 enough. 

The Examinations are ſtriat, Maſters of Arts are 
created by the Principal Mandarins of the Province; 
Bachelours by thoſe Mandarms affiſfted by a Com- 
miflary from Court ; as for Doctors they Commence 
only at Pekin : but becauſe ſome who doſerve this De- 

, have not wherewith to defray fo expenfive a 

y, what is neceſlary for it, ts beſtowed on them 

atis, that ſo poverty may not deprive the State of 

the Service of thole Men who may prove uſetul and 
beneficial to it. 

Every ones Character is taken from his ability to 
Invent or Compole. For this purpoſe the Candi- 
dates are ſhut up in a clols Room, withour Books, 
without any other Paper than what 1s neceſſary for 
them to write on. All the while they are forbidden 
all manner of Correſpondents, at the Doors are 
—_ by the Mandarins Guards, whole fidelity no 

bes can Corrupe; the ſecond examination is yet 
more ſti, for leaſt the Commiſlary lent hy the 
Court ſhould himſelf be byafſed thro” favour or the 
hopes of gain, he 1s not fu to ſee or ſpeak with 
any Perion 'all the Exanunation is over. 
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of Policy never to ſuffer Scrangers ve 
m their Adminiſtration. The (mall eftcen 
them, makes the Chang/e ule them fo courtly. 
fancy that a mixture of Natives and 


Rehgion. 
of the ſame Fa 
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fied than Natives, which can never make the 
Chineſe believe, they would fancy it for the good of 
their Country to prefer Natives to them : and it is 
hetle leſs than a Miracle in favour of Chri N 
«dy few Miſſionaries have been ſuffered to 


re. 

This laſt piece of Policy is extremely good when 
thoſe of a falſe Rehgion are out, which teaches 
Rebellion and Diſturbance; itfelf being the Produt 
of Caballing and Riot, but the Caſe is otherwiſe in 
Chnſtianty, whoſe Humility, Sweetneſls and Obe- 
dience to Authoruy, produces nought but Peace, 
Unity, and Charity among all People. This 1s what 
the Chineſe convinced of, having had tryal 
of it for an w Age together. Happy were it it 
they would embrace it as a Conſtitution equally ne- 
cellary for the Salvation of their Souls, as conducive 
to the Peace and Good of their State. 

Their fixth Maxim is that Nobility is never Heres 
ditary, nenther 1 there any diſtin&tion between the 
Quabties of People ; ſaving what the Offices which 
they Execute makes, fo that ex the Famuly of 
Confucims the whole Kingdom is div inco Magi- 
ſtracy and Commonalety. There are no Lands but 
what are held by Socage-Tenure, not even thoſe 
Lands which are deſtined for the Bowtzer, or which 
belong to the Temples of the Idols So that their 
Gods, as well as Men, are ſubjected to the State, and 
are obliged by Taxes and Contributions to acknow- 
ledge the Emperors Supremacy, When a Vice Ray 
or Governour of a Province is dead, his Chaldren, a 
CES A __ » mane and it 
they inherit not their Fat uweue uity, 
hs name which they bear, be it aver © ns 
gives them no quality at all. 
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The Advantages which the State makes of this 
Maxim are firſt, Trading is in a more flouriſhing con- 
dition, which the lazineſs of the Nobihicy is the like- 
lieſt means to rum. , the Emperors Re- 
venues are encreaſed by wy ſe no Eſtates are 
Tax-free. In Towns which pay Poll- Mony no Per- 
fon is exempt. Thirdly, by this means Families are 
hindred from ingratiating themſelves with the Popu- 
lace, and fo kepe from cſtabliſhing themiclves (o tar 
in the Peoples favour, that it would be a difficulty to 
the Pnnce humfſelt to keep chem wichin bounds. 
Laſtly, its aireccived Opinion among the Chineſe, 
that it an Emperor would be obeyed he muſt lay bis 
commands upon Subzets, and not upon fo many 
Ietle Kings. 

Their ſeventh Principle of Policy s to keep up in 
Peace, as well as War, great Armies, as = | io 
maintain a Credit and Reſpet trom the Nerghhours, 
as to ſhite or rather prevent any Diſturbance or in- 
furrection which may happen at Home. Heretotore 
a millon of Soldiers were fer to Guard their great 
Wall A les number allo than that to Garriſon their 
Frontiers and great Towns would have been too 
lictle. Now they think x enough to keep Garrilons 
in their moſt important Towns, 

Beſides theſe ſanding Forces, there are fifteen oc 
ewwenty thouſand Men in each Province, under the 
command of private Officers ; they have allo Soldr- 
ers to keep their Iſlands, eſpecially Hoynen and For- 
moſs. The Horſe Guards of Pekin arc above an hun 
dred and imcty thouſand. So that, 1 believe, in the greac- 
eſt and ſecureſt Peace the Emperor has in Pay and at 
Muſter no lefs than fifry hundred thouſand cficaive 
Men, all armed according to the Cuſtom of the 
Country with Scameters and Darts. They have but a 
very ſmall Intantry, and of thoſe which they have 
there arc no Pikemen, and very fow Muzsketeers 
I her 
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The ei Maxim » concerning their Rewards 
and Punif Great Men who have fa 


rInCce. 
Theſe Titles of Honour are what thev call the ſe 
veral Orders of Mandarins. They lay fuch an one 
s a Mandarin of the firſt Rank, or the has 
placed fach an one m the firſt Claſs of che Mandarin 
of the ſecond Rank, and in like manner of others 
This Dignity, which u merely honorary, makes them 
take place in Aſſemblies, Viins, and Councels, but 
is no profit to them. To make theſe Rewards f 
greater extent, which the People chuſe mach ſooner 
than Penhons, . they are ſometimes beſtowed even 
upon the dead, who are oftimes made Mandarms a 
ter theur Funerals, who therefore fall ſometimes the 
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ther Towns Trophies with honor- 
| raiſed up for Inhabwants of mean 
, to publiſh co all the World cheir 
erie. 

Chineſe are very liberal in their Rewards, 
as ſevere in their Puniſhments even of the 

| Faults; their Puniſhments are adequateto their 
demerits The uſual Punidhment is the Bafſtinado on 
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ecuted, the Criminal muſt fall on his Knees before 
the Judge, and if able bow three times down to the 
ground, and give him humble thanks for taking chas 
care of has Education. Yer 
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Yet this Puniſhment is of that Violence that one» 


the Executioners, for there are many of them ; becauſe 
leſt the Executoners wearmeſs ſhould leflen the 
Puniſhment, after hve or fix ſtrokes another ſucceeds, 
and fo till the whole be performed. But when the 
Criminal has by mony made them his Friends, « 
underſtand their bufinels lo well, that norwn 

ing all the care which the Mandanns preſent can 
ule the Puniſhment becomes hight and almoſt no- 


ng. | 

Beſide this in the Courts there are perſons to be 
hired, who keep a good underſtanding with the Ofh- 
cers. Who, upon a ſignal given, take the place of 
the Criminal, who eſcapes among the croud, and re- 
ceiwes his Pumſhment. For mony there are every 
where thele fort of Vicanous Perions to be met 
with, For t is a Trade at Chins, where ſeveral 
Perſons are maintained by the blows of gy 

By ſuch a nick as this Tam quam frew, 2 
Perlecutor of Chriſtianity eſcaped the juſt Sentence 
of the Judges. He engaged a palery Fellow for a 
large ſum of mony to take upon him his name, and 
go to the Court of Juſtice in his ſtead. He told him 
that let it come to the worſt it was but a good Cudgeb 
ling, and if after that he was impriſoned, there ſhould 
be tound out a way to redeem him thence. The poor 
Fellow went according to agreement, and when the 
Cryer called out aloud Tom quem fiew, the Fellow 
an{wered as loud, Here z his Sentence was palled, and 
the Mandatin condemned him to death. The OS 
cers, who had been bribed, ſcized on him immediate 
ly, and according to Cuſtom gagged him z for after 
Sentence the Criminal w not | to ſpcak- on. 
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terward he was to the place of Execution, 


where the poor Wretch luffered a miſerable death. 

The ſecond fot of Puniſhment is the Carces, 
whach difters trom the former only in the place where 
the Baſhnadoes are given : in this they are given the 
Criminal at one of the City Gates or in the High- 
way ; the Puniſhment here is not (o ſharp bur the In- 
famy is greater, and he who has once undergone 
this Puniſhment can never more recover his Repu- 
6400N. 

They have ſeveral different ways of inflicting death. 
Mean and 1gnoble Perſons have their Heads cut off, 
for 10 Chins the leparation of the Head trom the 
Body 1s diſgraceful. On the contrary Perſons of 

Ky are Srangled, which among them 1 4 death 
more Credit; i the Crime be very nocorous they 
are Puniſhed hke mcan Perſons, and ſometimes their 
Heads are cut off and hanged on a Tree in the High 


Ways 

Rebels and Traytors are puniſhed with the utmoſt 
ſererny x that is to ſpeak as they do, they cut them 
moten thouſand pieces. For, after that the Execu 
noner hath ty cd chem to a Polit, he cuts oft the Skin 
all round their Forehead, which he tears by force 
till = hangs over their Eyes, that they may not fee 
the Torments they are to endure. Afterwards he 
cuts their Bodies in what places he thinks fit, and 
when he » tyred with this barbarous Employment, he 
leaves them to the tyranny of their Enemics, and the 
inſults of the Mob. 

Often Criminals are cruelly whipped cill they ex 
pice. Laſtly, the Torture which is the cruelleſt of 
all Deaths here uled ; and generally the Hands and 
Fingers flutter moſt im it, 

Nunthly, They think ic good Policy to turbid Wo- 
men from all Trade and Commerce, which they can 
oaly bench by letting « ——_ theu bulinels he 
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within Doors, where they find continual Employ- 
ment in the careful Education of their Children. 
They neither Buy nor Sell; and one ſees Women fo 
ſeldom 1n the Sereers, that one would 1magine them 
to be all Religiouſes confined to a Cloyſter. Princeſſes 
never Succeed to the Crown, nor ever have the Re- 
gency during the young Princes mmoriry ; and tho' 
the Em may in private conlule them, t 
rec mean and ignobleto do it. In which thing 
the Chineſe ſeem in my Opinion lefs reaſonable than 
in others. For wit and forehght is equally the Por- 
ron of the one as of the other Sex; and a Frince s 
never {o underſtanding as when he knows how to find 
out all his Treaſures whereſoever Nature has placed 
them, nor ever fo Prudent as when he makes uſe of 
them. 

Laſtly, Their tenth Maxim is to encourage Trade 
as much as poſſible thro' the whole Empire. Allthe 
other Policy 1s conducive to the plenty or conveni- 
ence of their Country; but this is concern'd for the 
very lives of the People, who would be foon r& 
duced to the laſt extremity it Trade ſhould once 
fail. It is not the Peoples care only, but the Man- 
darins alſo, who put out their mony tot 
Traders to make the beſt advantage of it. By thy 
private way Os/anguey, the Iutle King of Chon who 
brought the Tarters into Chimes, made him lo rich 
and powerſul, that he was able himſelf to ſupport 
tor a long ume the War agaimſt the Emperor. 

To encieaſe Commerce Forexgners have been per- 
mitred ro come into the Ports of Chas, a thing tl 
hcely never known. On the other fide the 
ſpread themſelves over all the Indies, where they carry 
Silk,\China, Phylical Drugs, Sugar, Japanned Works, 
Wine, and Powers Ware, They goto Batevis, St 


am, to Achim, Malecce and eſpecially to F and 
Manila; from whuch they are diſtant bur few dan 
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Gl From all theſe places they bring Silver, all 
of which that is brought from Afexics to the Phs- 
_— Pacifick Occan, 1s carried from 
t to Canton, whence it is ſpread thro' the whole 


T7 
the greateſt patt of their Trading lies within 
from one Province to , which 
like ſo many Kingdoms Communicate to cach other 
their Riches That of Hwquans ſends Rice, that of 
Canton Sugar, from Chequiam comes Silk, from 
Nankias neat and handſome pieces of Workmanſhip ; 
Chenff and Chenf are rich in Iron, Horſes, Mules, 
Cammels and Furs. Tokiew yields Tea Leawew 
Drugs, and fo the reſt. This mutual Commerce 
unites the People, and fills their Towns with plenty; 
Theſe, my Lord, arc not all the Chineſe Maxims, 
there are a World of others ; but 1 have wrote down 
theſe as the moſt known and moſt cffennal ones 
tor the Publick Good. 

Good order in the Inferror Governments 1 as uſe- 
ful a part of Policy to the State as any whatever, by 
theſe Inferxor Governments 1 mean thoſe of the Cr 
ties, and of the ſeveral Camps. Alltheſe are fertled 
in Chas; for from the Foundation of that Empire 
the Seate has thought ie worth while to look after even 
the moſt inconfiderable things. 

Among Perſons of Quality there never happens 
any Diſpute about taking place, becauſe cvery one 
knows exattly what is due to his own, and to others 
Quahiy ; and it was a great ſurpriſe to every body © 
ſee abour fix or ſeven years ago a Prince of the Blood, 
and a Coles engaged in ſuch a fort of Diſpure. The 
occaſion of x was this ; the Laws Ordain chat when 
a Colas 15 about to ſpeak to a Prince of the Blood he 
muſt bend the Knee, bur Cuſtom has laid as ſtrong 
an Obligation on the Prece to rake hum ep mr 


mediately. 
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The Prince thought that an obliging Cuſtom tho? 
conſtantly practiſed by the Royal Family on ſeveral 
occaſions ought not to prejudice his right by Law, 
He did therefore give Audience to a Celas on hy 
Knees and never made any motion to him to riſe, 
The Miniſter of State in a great Contuhon to fee 
himſelf kept fo long in fo humble a Poſture cor 
plained of it to the Emperor, who aflembled by 
Council forthwnch, T looked mto the Ceres 
momal to obſerve what they could find that would 
contribute to the deciding this Novel Caſe, but when 
my could hind nothing therein ſerviceable to tha 

they were more perplex'd than ever. 

Finally the Council who were againſt innovati 
ons, judged that the Praiſe ought to be continued 
as betore ; and not freeing the Colao: from their ob 

ation of ſpeaking io the Princes of the Blood as 
their Knees, they thought it requitixe alſo that the 
Princes ſhould uſe that Civility towards them as nat 
to keep them in that poſture long, Tow can't, Laid 
they to the Colas, bonour the Princes too much, and yu 
do mot do well to onvit any occaſion where you can ſhrw th 
reſpel# you bear them. Princer, added he Emperor & 
him who had occaſioned this Diſpute, are by their own 
Rank jet bigb enough above the reſt of mankind, a: wet & 
need proudly to ſeek to debaſe them lower. They ca 
want wet bing to maks them bonourable, but Temper and 
Maodefly When you are denied the Reſpe} due to you, 
all the World know: you have not what you oug bt to bavoe; 
but when you inſiſt upon every lutle Mark of Reſped, i 
will make the World begin ts inquire whether you deſerw 
it, Thus both of them were i————_— and that 
no = Laws might be made they let Cuſtom be thes 
Rue. 

Every thing that belongs to the Princes or Mands 
nns, is punctually ſtated ; their Penſions , thes 


Houſes, the number of their Servants, the ſhape ant 
þ Lone 


© = XX, 


of the Cninnse. 293 


bignes of their Sedans, and the Badges of Honour 
by which they are cCiſtinginſhed. So that when they 
come into Publick ther Quality is preſently known, 
and the reſpet which s due to them with as lietle 
trouble paid. When the Chmeſe governed the Em- 
pire, even private Men wore their marks of <iſtinti- 
on ; and there was no learned Man but his De 
and Rank mighe be known by the Faſhion or Colour 
of bus Garb. 

The Towns have their determinate Figure ; they 
ooghe all to be ſquare as far as the Ground they are 
buile upon will ſuffer it ; in ſach fort that the Gates 
may be ſo buile as to aniwer the four principal Quar- 
ters of the World, that is the North, South, Eaſt 
and Weſt. The Houſes have thorough Lights, and 
are eſteemed 11] buile if cheir Doors do not he exactly 
parallel ro one of the ſides of the Town. 

Towns of the ſeveral Orders have difterent big- 
nels, the chief Towns are nine or twelve Miles 
round, thoſe of the firſt Rank are but fix, thoſe of 
the ſecond or third Orders are leſs in proportion. 
This Rule nevertheleſs is not fo univerſal as to ad- 
mit of no Exception. The Streets are ſtrait, gener- 
ally laid out by the Line, large, well paved, yet very 
inconvenient; becaule every Perion of any account 
goos up and down them either on Horleback or in a 
Chair. The Houſes are low, of an <qual height. 
The jralouhe of the Hutbands would not fufter 
that their Neighbours Houſes ſhould be higher than 
their own, leſt thereby cheir Windows ſhould over- 
look their Court- Yards and Gardens. 

The whole Town i divided into four parts, and 
thoſe again into ſeveral ſmaller Divifions, each of 
which contain ten Houſes, over every one of which 
ſubdivihons an Officer preſides, who takes nenics of 
every thing which paſſes 1n his lictle Ward, els the 
Mandarin wheat Comtentions happen, what extraor- 

U 3 Cinary 
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dinary things, what Strangers come thither or go 
thence, The Ne: hood is obliged to give mu- 
in caſe of an allarm to one 
another an helping hand , for if any Theft or Rob- 
bery be committed 1n the Night, the Ne:ghborhood 
muſt contribute toward repauring the los. Lay, t 
every Family the Father 1s reſponhble tor the difor- 
ders and wregularities commuted cicher by his Chl- 
dren or Servants. . 
The Gates of the Cities are well looked after, and 
even in time of Peace are ſhut up at the approach 
of night. ' In the day-time there are Guards to exa- 
mine all who come in; if he be a Stranger, it he 
comes from another Province, or from a Neighbour- 
ing Town, they know him by his Tone, by R—_ 
or bis Habit, which in every place are ſomewhat dit- 
ferent. When they obſerve any thing extraordinary 
or ſuſpicious, they take the Perlon up, or inform 
the Mandarin of xz. So that European Mi 
whole Aſpet is infinitely difterent from that of the 
Chineſe, are known as ſoon as ſeen, and thoſe who 
have not the Emperors approbation had u« very diff 


Cult to make a long Journey. 
In certain placds, as at Pekin, as ſoon as night comes 


on they tie Chains crols the Streets ; the Guards go 
the Patrole up and down the chief Streets, and 
Guards and Sentinels are placed here and there: The 
Horſe go the Rounds upon the Fortihcations ; and 
wo be to him who s found then from Home 
Mecuungs, Maſquerades and Balls, and ſuch like 
Night-works are good, ſay the Chineſe, for none but 
Theives and the Mob Orderly e ought at that 
time cither co fit up providing for their Family, or 
elle rake their reſt, chat they may be refreſhed, and 
_ able the next day to manage the bulineſs of the 

Family. 
Ganung is forbidden both to the Commonalty and 
Gentry. 
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Solemmites, when the dey of Marriage i come 
carry the Bride in a ſumprucus Chair before wh 

o Hautboys, Drums and Fifes, and after it follow 
- Parents and other particular Friends of her Fa- 
mily. All the Portion which ſhe brings is her mar- 
riage Garments, ſome Cloaths, and houſhold Goods 
which her Father preſents her with. The Bride 

room ſtands at his door richly attired wa! ſor 

er : he himſelf opens the Sedan which wes coli 
ſhur, and having conducted her into a Chamber, 
delivers her to ſeveral Women invited thither for 
that purpole, who ſpend there the day together n 
feaſting and ſporting, while the Hus in ano- 
ther Room entertains his Friends and Acquainrance., 

This being the firſt time that the Bride and Bride- 
ome ſee each other, and bothor one = ofren not 
iking their Bargain, its very oe" a day of rejoycing 
for their Gueſts, but of forr themſelves. The 
Women muſt ſubmit tho' they don't hike, becauſe ther 
Parents have fold chem, but the Husbands ſomerimes 
are not ſo complaiſant, for there have been ſome 
who when thev firſt opened the Sedan to recewe 
the Bride, repulſed by her Shape and Aſpe&t hare 
ſhut the Chair again, and ſent her and her Parent 
and Friends back again, willing rather to loſe their 
Mony than enter upon {o bad a Putchaſe. 

Whea the Tartar: in the late War took Nankis, 
there happened a paſſage which made the Chineſe 
merry notwithſtanding all ther misfortunes. Among 
all the diforders which the Victors committed in that 
Province, they endeavoured to ſeize upon all che 
Women they could to make mony of them. When 
they took the chick City of that Province, they 
carry'd all the Women thicher, and ſhut them up 
higgly piggly cogether in the Magazines with other 
Goods. But becauſe there were ſome of all age 
and degrees of Beauty, they reſolved to put them _ 
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Sacks and carry them to Market, and fo fell them 
to any one at a venture ugly or handſome. There 
was the ſame price ſet upon every one, and for fix- 
teen or eighteen ſhillings take which Sack you will 
without opening it. Atrer this manner the Soldiers, 
who were ever inſolent in Proſperity, abuſed their 
Vitory, and approved themſelves more barbarous 
in the moſt Polite and Cinl City in the World, 
than they had been in the Deſerts of Tartery, 

At the day of Sale there came Buyers enough. 
Some came to recover if haply they could their Wives 
or Children who were UE Women, others 
were led thither thro' hopes that good fortune and a 
lucky chance would put a Fortune into their Hands. 
In ſhort the noveley of the thing broughe a great Con- 
courſe from the t places. An ordinary Fellow 
who had bur ew ings in the World, gave it and 
choſe a Sack as d reſt, and carryed ic off; when 
he was got out of the crowd, whether thro' curiolity 
or a dela to reheve the perſon in the Sack who com- 
_— he could not forbear opening ict. In it he 
ound an old Woman, whom age, grief, and ill 
treatment had made deformed to the higheſt degree; 
he was ſo confoundedly mad at it» that co gratifie his 
Paſſion and Ragz he was going to throw the old 
Woman and Sack both together into the River, that 
the gratihcation of his Pattion might be ſome com- 
fort to hum for the loſs of his mony. 

Then the good old Gentlewoman faid to him, 
Son, your lot 1s not ſo bad as you imagine; be of good 
chear, you have made your Fortune : take care only 
of my life, I will make yours happier than ever it 
has been yet. Theſe words ſomewhat pacified him. 
Wherefore he carried her into a Houſe hardby, where 
ſhe told him her Quality and her Eſtate. She be- 
longed to a Mandarin of notein the Neighbourhood, 
to whom ſhe wrote immediately. He ſent or an 

qui- 
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uw agreeable to her , and ſhe carried 
he ns along with her, afterwards was fo 
good a friend to him, that he never had reaſon to 
complain that he had loſt the ewo Crowns which he 
lay'd out in purchaling her. 

But to return to the Chineſe Marriages, I muſt far- 
ther tell you, that a Husband may not Divorce his 
Wife, excepting for Adultery, and a few other occa- 
fhons which or never fall out ; in thoſe caſes 
they ſell them to whoſoever will buy them, and buy 
another. Perlons of Quality never do thus, but 
common q > 19" frequently. Ii a Man has the 
boldneſs to ſell his Wife without juſt reaſon, both the 
Buyer and Seller are yy yet the Hul- 
band 15 not obliged to take her again. 

Although a Man be allowed but one Wife, he ma 
have as many Concubines as he will; all the Chil- 
dren have an equal claim to the Eſtate, becauſe they 
are reckon'd as the Wives Children tho* they be 
ſome of the Concubines ; they all call the Wite 
Mother, who 1 indecd ſole Miſtreſs of the Houle ; 
the Concubines ſerve and honour her, and have no 
manner of authority or power but what they derive 
from her. 

The Chmeſe think it a ſtrange thing that the Ex- 
ropeans are not thus allowed the uſe ot Women, yet 
they confeſs it s a commendable fign of moderati- 
on in them. But when we obſerved to them the 
troubles, quarrels, contentions, and jealoufics which 
many Women muſt needs raiſe in a Family, they 
lay nothing 1s without {ome inconvenience and 
diſorder; but that perhaps there are more crolley 
in having but one, than in having many Women. 
The beſt way they own 15 to have none at all. 

Altho' the Chmeſe are extremely jealous to that de- 
gree that they ſufter not their Wives to ſpeak in pri» 
yato even to their own Broathren, much lels give chem 
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liberty to enjoy all that freedom and publick Diver- 
hon which in Ezrope us eſteemed only Gallantry and 
Curiohty : nevertheleſs there are Husbands fo very 
complarſant to their Wives as to let them freely com- 
mie lery, which permiſſion ſome Women make 
the condition of their iage : Thoſe who according 
to ſuch agreement follow theſe courles (as there is a 
certain fort of People who do) have no manner of 
to hinder Debauch&es from frequenting their 
ſes, and from making ill uſe of the cahnefs or 
unruly Paſſions of ſuch Women. But fuch Families 
as theſe are abhorred by the Chineſe, who think (© ill 
of chem, that their Children tho* never fo deſerving 
or intelligent can never obtain any degree, or be em» 
ployed in any honourable Office. 

Of all their Civil Inſticurions there is no one which 
coſts the Chineſe ſo much trouble as does the ordering 
ot their me, and their Holydays. There are inthe 
Emperors ſervice above an hundred 4m on pur» * 
poſe to regulate the Kalendar, which they make a- 
new every ycar, and with a great deal of Ceremony 
ſend it up and down to the Vice Roys of each Pro- 
vince. They regulate the number of Months, which 
s ſometimes ewelve, ſometimes thirteen, which are 
Lunar months , and ought to agree with the Suns 
courſe. In theſe Almanacks the Equinoxes, Solſtices, 
and the Suns entry into each Sign 1 ſet down : The 
Eclipſes of the Sun or Moon are there, and the time 
when vilible at Pekin or any of the Principal Cines. 
The Planets courſes , their places ig the Eclipnck, 
their Oppoltzons, Conjun&ions, and Propinquity 
to any Stars are deſcribed, and indeed every thing 
elle is well calculated, which Aſtronomy has that s 
curious or excellent. They mix with chis divers points 
of —_—_ Aſtrology, which Ignorance or Superſtici- 
on have invented, concerning happy or unhappy days, 
names proper for Marriage, Building, or undertaking 

nics. 
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Journies, Theſe prejudices generally guide the Peo- 
ple ; but the Emperor, and all other Men of Sence 
are wiſer than to mind fuch eriflles. 

Altho* there be no publick Clocks as in Exrope, 
the day 1s nevertheleſs divided into four and twenty 
parts which have all their particular Names, and be- 

in from midmght. They tell me that antently 
they divided their day into ewelve parts, each of 
which were ſubdivided into eight ; which made the 
natural day confiſt of fourſcore and fixteen, which 
were exactly diſtinguiſhed in cheir Calculations. But 
their Sundials (and they have very antient ones) were 
divided into four general diviſions, each of which 
contained four and twenty letle ſubdiviſions, which 
added to the four great diviſions divided the whole 
Circle into an hundred parts. 

Thas fort of Dialling ] ——_ very irregular, nor can 
I ſee for what uſe it was intended. Since they have 
rectived the new Kalendar from the Miſſionaries, 
they have regulated their Dials by hours, and reckon 
their time almoſt as we do; only we muſt take no- 
tice that inſtead of two hours they reckon but one, 
ſo that their natural day conhiſts of but twelve hours, 
the names of which dwerfly combined with cen 0 
ther terms which they have invented, make a Revo- 
luton of {rxty, which ſerves them inſtead of a Cycle 
to mark their different years. I dare not trouble 
you, My Lord, with particular cnumerations which 
would be tedious, and are in foregoing Relations (uf- 
hciently explafhed. 

As for the People, they are not very nice herein 3 
they content themſelves wth knowing the time 
the Suns riſing and ſetting, and Noon. In the night 
they make uſe of Bells and Drums which are very 
otcen founded, and ſerve to diſtinguiſh the night into 
hve Watchcs. 


The 
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The Current Coin is very odd. They have round 
Copper pieces with a hole in the middle, that they may 
be Rrung, they are full of Characters ; the metal 18 
neither pure nor well hammered ; and akho' they 
are thick, one may break them with ones Fingers if 
one ſtrive ; ten of theſe make a peny, ten of which 
are the tenth part of the Chmeſe Crown, called by 
the Portugueſe, in the Indies, Tach, and by themſelves 
Liam , which Crown amounts to fix ſhillings ewo 
pence halfpeny, and #} of a farthing- 

This Crown piece 1s not coined w_ any ſtamp or 
image on it as our mony in Exrope is; the Chineſe Sil- 
ver mony is not made in any determinate regular 
form, they take for mony any irregular pieces or bics 
ot Silver by weight, which if they do not believe to 
be good Soar as may cut alunder. This they pra- 
Rice to prevent talle and counterfeuc mony, and they 
are {o expert in guefling at the goodneſs and value 
of any piece of =—_ looking on iu only, that 
they are ſeldom miſtaken, eſpecially if ut be melted 
acer the manner practiſed there. 

They know the neſs of ut three ways; by the 
colour, by ſeveral lictle holes which are made in « 
by the meltnng por, and by divers [mall Circles which 
the Air makes on the ſurface of the metal when it 
cools afrer melting. If the colour be white, the 
holes ſmall and deep, if the Circles be many, and 
thoſe cloſe, and very fine, elpecially coward the 
center of the piece, then the Silver is pure : but the 
more it difters from theſe three qualities fo much the 
more Alloy it has. 

To explain my felt better, 1 muſt tell you, they 
divide their Silver with reſpet to ns purity unto a 
hundred forts, as we do Gold into tour and twenty, 
called Carats ; The Silver which is current in Trade 
is all the forts between the fourſcorth and the hun- 
dreth fort or degree of purity. It it be of 0 now 

oy 
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Alloy they will not cake ic, but puniſh thoſe who of- 
fer it. They take Our mony as Silver of the four- 
ſcore and fhifreenth fort, tho' thoſe who underſtand 
Silver well, judge it to be but of the fourſcore and 
third fore at . So that in an hundred Ounces of 
our Silver there are ſeven of Alloy, or, which is all 
one, an hundred Ounces of it is worth but ninety 
wo ron aſſes in Chins for 

, it never in Chins for mony no 
more than Jewels do; they buy it as they do other 
Goods or Merchandiſe, and the Exropeans make a 
good Market of it; becauſe in Chins a pound of 
Gold bears but the ſame proportion to a pound of 
Silver as one does to ten, whereas among us it is as 
one to fhiteen, fo that the Merchant gets by it ge- 
nerally a third part. 

Since almoſt every thing is there fold by weight, 
amongſt ſeveral fort of Scales, they make uſe of a 
ſmall portable Balance, in a ſmall varniſhed caſe 
which is very light and uſeful ; they are ſomething 
like the Rowen balance, conhiſting of a ſmall diſh, an 
arm, and a weight that (lides up and down that 
arm, which is made of Ivory or Ebony, in bignels, 
] , and ſhape like a Pen ; it 1s divided into three 
{mail parts on three different ſurfaces, it hangs by 
filken threads at one of the ends in three di 
points, that it may the berrer weigh weights of eve- 
ry fort. They weigh very nicely and exactly 4 for 
in thoſe whoſe arm » of any conhiderable length, 
the thouſandth part of a Crown will ſenfibly curn 
the Scale, 

There are two forts of thoſe Scales, one more a- 
greeable to the antent Balances, which are uſed in 
Courts of Juſhce; the beam of this is fo divided as 
exatly ty agree with the weight of the French mony, 
hace it hath been encreaſed by a (ixth part in werghe, 
ſo that every diviſion of the beam werghs the weight 
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of a Sou or Peny ; {o that ſeventy rwo Chineſe Sous or 
Penvs weigh exactly a French Crown, or an ounce 
Engliſh. But the common Balance, which is moſt 
ulediin Chizs, is ſomewhat different from this ; for a 
French Crown will weigh ſeventy three diviſhons of 
this beam ; this I thought my ſelf obliged to take 
nonce of, that we may the better underſtand what 
the Relations hitherto have ſo mych differed abour. 

The Chineſe divide their pound weight as we do 
into ſixteen ounces, cach ounce into ten parts called 
T;iew; cach of theſe into ten peny werghts, and 
each of theſe again into ten grains. There are a 
=_ many other diviſions, which decreaſe in the 

me proportion that 1 has to 10, which diviſions our 
Languages has no names for. Altho' theſe ſmaller 
divihons come almoſt to nothing when ſingle in the 
Scale, yet in great Traffick they reckon them, where 
the mulciphcation of them ariſes to a conhiderable 
ſum. In ſhort if we ſuppoſe that our Crown ſhould 
weigh three drachms , or one and ewenty peny 
weight and cight grains, then the Chineſe pound 
will contain 19 ounces, 43 drachms, 2 peny weights, 
13 grains #j. And on the contrary our pound will 
coritain 14 ounces Chineſe, 1 Tien, and 4 peny 
weights, underſtanding theſe two laſt weights as they 
are explained abore. 

As to the common meaſures in uſe in this Emprre, 
they have by diverſe perſons been repreſented in 
diflerent manners ; becaule of thoſe who have wroee 
upon this Subjyet, ſome have had recourſe to the mea- 
ſures of one Province, others to thoſe of another. | 
have examined all of them carefully, and do think 
that Father Verbief: Mcafures, which chey uſe in the 
Mathemancal Court, are the exacteſt. The Cheſt 
Foot 1s very httle difterent trom ours. Not bur that ours 
s ſomewhat longer almoſt . +. ; but this difterence 1s 
nothing with the Chineſe, who do not ſtand fo mice!y 
and 
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and finaly to their mcaſure as we do, which the 

Fooges ve to meaſure with, and not to contend and 
rel by. 

The Cmwil Government of the Chineſe does not on- 
ly prefide over the Towns, but extends alſo over the 
Highways, which they make handſome and eahily 
ralfable. The paſlages for their Water are in ſeveral 

fenced in with Stone Walls for the converuence 
of travelling, ove? which there are a great number 
of Bridges, which unize the Towns and the Ficlds 
together. Canals are alſo cut for the water to pals 
thro” all the Towns of the Southern Provinces, to 
make their Dicches more ſecure, and the Towns 
more pleaſant. In low and marihy grounds, they 
throw up prodigious long Banks which keep their 
Roads 1n thole parts good; to perform which they 
ſtick at no colt, cutting a pailage even thro” Maun- 
tains when they ſtand in their way. 

The Road from Signanfes to Heamichourn is one of 
the ſtrangeſt pieces of work in the world, They 
ſay, for | my ſelf have never yet feen it, that upon 
the fide of ſome Mountains which are perpendicular 
and have no ſhelving they have fixed large beams 1n- 
to them, upon the which beams they have made 2 
fort of Balcony without rails, which reaches thro' 
ſeveral Mountains in that faſhion; thoſe who are 
not uſed tro theſe fort of Galeries, travel over them 
in a great deal of pain, afraid of ſome ill accadent or 
other. But the People of the place are very hazardous ; 
they have Mules uſed to theſe fort of Roads, whuch 
travel with as little fear or concern over theſe 
and hideous precipices as they could do in the 
or plaineſt Heath 1 have in other expoled 
my ſelf very much by following too raſhly my Guides 

One can't imagin what care they take to make 
the common Roads convenient for paſlage They 
are tourlcore foot broad or very near; wolell 
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is li nd foon when it has . 

oy ky - hug nes > 
the atk: ngers, 


Trumphal Arches fot up im the Roads about a Mile 
and a half diſtant from each other, about thirty foot 
high, _ _ three nn Lony which is wrote 
upon a large Frize in Chara as may be 
Mie Shane, hon 


which theſe on aj rn give to be precty fure; yet 


they are not equal, becauſe the Miles in forne Pro- 
vinces are longer than in others. It has happened 
hkewile that fome of theſe Arches being rumed and 
conſumed by decay and time, have not been fer up 
exactly in the ſame plac: ; bur generally ſpeaking 
they ſerve for a good mealure of the Highways, be- 
fides that in fereral places they are no ſmall Orna- 


ment. 

On one fide of theſe Ways about the ſame diftance 
are fixt hetle Towers made of carth caſt up, on which 
they ſer np the Emperors Standard ; near «is a Lodge 
for Soldiers or Country Miltiz. Theſe are made ulc 
of in ame of Rebe —__— A indeed at any other 


tine, 


[2 


1 


* 
1 


Fa 


br 


a great 
part of which ſcarce know how to get a Subliſtance, 
a body would imagine that abundance muſt needs 
turn Thieves ; yet one may travel there with as great 
ſafety as here. I have travelled there fix houland 
Miles up and down thro* almoſt all the Provinces, 
and was never but once in Danger of being robbed. 
Four ſtrange Horſemen followed me tor a whole day 
together, but the Roads were fo full of Travellers up 
and down that they could never get the coaſt clear 
for a quarter of an hour together, and fo fell ſhon 
of their aim. 

Their Poſts are as well regulated as ours in Exroe 
are; at the Emperors fole charge, who for that End 
maintains a great number of Horſc. The Courien 
go from Pekm for the Capital Cities ; the Vice-Roys 
of which as ſoon as they have reccived the Diſpatches 
from Court, ſend them forthwith by other Counen 
to the Towns of the firſt Rank : from whence they 
are by theſe Governours conv to thoſe of the 
ſecond Rank under their Juriſdition ; and from 
thence they are tranſmitted to the Towns of the third 
Rank. Ir is true theſe Poſts were not eſtabliſhed for 
the conveyance of private Letters, yet the Poſtma- 
ſters for a lutle mony undertake to carry Letrers for 

A 


private Men, as they always do for the Miſho 
who find it as lure a way as that uled in Emarope, 
much leſs chargeable. 


 /] TY] TIT yy ———— 
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___ matter of importance that the Emperors 
»ders be quickly ieddy wenkinined, ſous a when p 
the Mandarins Cate to ſee that the R 


charge or pains to repair thoſa 
Roads, concerns their Fortunes, 
Reon chate Life if chus care be omicred. 


4 
2-8 
: 
; 
Ir 
Zh 
7: 


e 
thro' which the Emperor was to pals to - Capncal 


Town. The Emperor neverthelels never went the 


+ 
7. 
: 
' 


a lictle pationce. But yet all che care which 
e, will never prevent a mighty in- 
; which happens to thoſe who travel in 


oa 
Soul of Chines is mighty light, and very much | 
by the vaſt multicudes who travel, ſome on 
ſome on Camels, others in Litters, and again | 
athers in Charriots, fo that the Roads are pertectly | 
— into very hne powder ; when this is railed 
_—_— and cated aboue by tha winds, « 15 
to blind all Pa it e ve not Masks | 
SR cn hom Thro” theſe clouds you muſt con- | 
_ make your way, and ſuck them 1n inſtead of | 
__ ng Rs Journeys together. When the | 
and che | 


Free 


wind in ones Face, ſcarce | 
one except a Native can withſtand ut, 1 have 
bmenmes = A_ to defiſt from my Journey and | 


of allthei wholeſome Inſtitutions there is no» 

which contributes ſo much to the keeping up 

——_—_ method ot Leryin 
% 


yt 


Eſtates by Conhſcation, which 
the Innocent of that Family with the 


@on. 

Theſe Mandarins of the lower 
account of what they receive to 
ch looks Agro _—_ A 
on afrer t ick Ex ver. A great 
of the Revenue is dicburſed up and down the bo 
vinces in Penſions, Salaries, Soldiers Pay, public 
buildings : what is over is carried to Peka, to mats 
tain the Emperors Court, and other expenſes in tht 
Town, where the Emperor keeps in pay above mn 
hundred and frxty thouſand regular Troops, to whon 
as well as to the Mandarins, is given out every ay 
Meat, Fiſh, Rice, Peaſe, and Straw, according © 
every ones Rank, beſides their conſtant Pay, v 
they regularly receive. 

That which comes from the Southern Proviees 
is alone ſufficient to anſwer this expence, this they 
bring by water in the Emperors Veſſels : yer they 
are {o jealous leaſt the Revenne ſhould at any wm 
fall ſhort of the diburſements, that in Pekis then 
are Magazines of Rice before hand ſufficient for the 
years. Which will keep a grear while if it be 
tanned and mixed, and altho' it looks not fo 
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on no other confderation but that they hope there 
will be no occaſion for fighting. The Chmeſe Policy 
hinders hereby a great many Domeſtck Feuds and 
Diſturbances ; but m the ſame time it does expoſe nw 
Subjedts hereby to the Infults of Foreigners, which w 
ten times worſe. 
Thus, my Lord, I have fet before you a general 
Scheme the Government of Chas, of which 
have ſpoke fuch wonders, and which « in- 
admirable tor its antiquity, for the wiſdom &f 
its Maxims, for che plainneks and umftormity of = 
Laws, for that exemplary Virtue which it has 
in a long Succeflion of Emperors, for that 
and order which u has kepe the People in, in deſpight 
of Civil or Foreign Wars ; which notwithſtanding 
like the reſt of the things of this world, is ſubject tox 
reat many inconveniences; to Rebellhons which hare 
ted whole Provinces, to the injuſhce & 
ſome Princes who have abuſed their power, to the 
Avarice of Mandarins who have often che 
People, to Invations from abroad, and Treacher 
from home, to ſuch a number of Changes, as would 
have unhinged the very Government and Laws, if 
more Polmck Pate then are the Tarters, were ne 
enough the Empire to untroduce their own method 
of er 7 ym YE WY Gs 
It would, my Lord, be a piece to my 
ſelf, co imagine that I have by this tedious account 
added any thing to that immenſe ſtore of Knowledge 
which you have drawn from the beſt Springs of An 
iguity, trom the Converlation of the moſt ingeniow 
the Moderns, from the management of the molt 
momentous Aﬀairs, or (which s a greater Fountain 
of Underſtanding) trom your own natural Wit and 
Ingenuity, which has made you (if I may uſe te 
Exprethon) a Native of all Countries, and a Phils 
jopher of all Ages * 
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o- Lye Jn ns guoco ho Gurhonan 
Maxims Policy are not altoger rangers 
in the Eaſt ; and that if Chme do nor form (o great 
dlaow as you ah, i& (hems, root to. un- 
derſtand Your worth, and to follow your , and 
improve themſelves from the Copy you ſer t if 
they could but know you. I am in the moſt pro 
found manner, 
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To my Lard Cardinal de Bouillon. 


Concerning the Antient and Modern 
Religion of China. 


My Lord, 


Do not at all wonder mn you Highned s 
pleaſed to hear Relations of C lc belong 
only to great Princes to be thoroughly as 
inted with all that concerns the ſeveral 
Kingdoms of the World, and to make a true judy 
ment of the Power and Grandeur of Empires. God 
who has fent ſuch Men into the World to Govern 
it, has given them a more than ordinary ability and 
knowledge to perform it, So that, my Lan if 1 
take upon me the liberty to acquaint your | 
with what repeated Voyages for the ſpace of en 
years hare given me oportunity to know in this aftar, 
is not ſo much to inſtrut you in it, as to beg you 
Highnelly jad t of it- 
may lay this ftill with more cruth when 1 have 
the honour to write to you of Religion. This s 
more particularly your concern ; and I may fay that 
if your Quality, _= Ingenuity, and your icon 
parable Learning have made you above all Men our 


Judge ; your Enunent Dignity un the Church obligs 
us, in Sacred concerns to hear and conſult your High 
nels as our Oracle. 


'Tz 


Peoples 
outward wo ſhip of ſome 


ucd by the 
Deuy ; for People are natur ſtitious, and 
racher follow the guidance of Fork ger Reaſon, It 


was therefore for this reaſon that the antient Law- 
pc rp gr ney to 

t Maxims to bring 
the barbarous Nations under the Yoak of their Go- 
vVernment. 


Chins, happier in its Foundation than any other 
Nation under the Sun, drew 1n the chiet of the holy 
Maxims of their antient Relignon from the Fountain 


Ommpocence of 
their Creator, tranſmitted the Knowledge of him, 
and inſtilled the fear of ham into all cher deſcen- 
dants ; the footſteps which we find in their Hiſtories, 
will not let us doubt the truch of this. 
Fobs, the ficlt Emperoc af Chas, carefully bred 
ſeven {arts of Creatures, which he uſed to Sacri- 
to the Supreme Spiric of Heaven and Eacth. For 


ths reaſon ſome called him Peobs, that 1 oblation; 
a name which the greateſt Saints at the Qld or New 
Teſtament would hare beca proud to have, ang 
; whic 
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which was reſerved for him alone, who made him- 
ſelf an Oblation both for Saints and Sinners. 
Hoamti, the third Emperor, buile a Temple to the 
Sovereign Lord of Heaven; and altho' Fudes had 
the honour of Conſecrating to him one more rich 
and magnificent, hallowed even by the preſence of 
our Creator, and the prayers of our Redeemer; it 
is no ſmall glory to Chine, to have ſacrificed to their 
Creuge in the melt axtiene Temple ofahe Weld 
Tqouen bis, the fifth Emperor, thought afterwards 
that one place was too narrow to contain the Services 
paid to the Lord of the Univerſe. He therefore in- 
ſtiraced Prieſts or Ecclefiaſhcal Mandarins in ſeveral 
Provinces to prefide over the Sacrihces. He gave 
them ſtrict command to obſerve that Divine Service 


God d theSacrihce with ſuch fervour and carneſt- 
nels, that the conceived in few days, and ſometime 
after was brought co bed of a Son who was famous, 


Tao and Chan, the two Princes who ſucceeded 
him, are fo famous for their Piety, and for the Wil- 
dom of their Governments, that it is very likely chat 
pg was ſtill more flouriſhing during their 

ergns. 


that the 


Religion of Curn a. 
all that of time, the obſervation of the Emperoc 
Taos + rb was recommended to the Princes 
of which che moſt eſſential and ———T—— 
cerning the Worſhip of the Sovereign Lord of the 
World; and altho' fome Emperors have been fo 
wicked as to reje& them fo far as even to threaten 
Heaven it([elf, and fooliſhly challenge it co fight, koh, they 
have been nevertheleſs looked upon as Monſters 

and other Emperors about that time have difcorecal 
by their actions a lenſe of Religion. 

Vowvem, the hiſt of the third Line, did himſelf 
ppg Seung Clare fate ou i 
Brother who bore him a love, and 
his life till neceſlary add þ hey 
ſeeing him one day in danger of 
himſelf before the Divine Majeſty to his reco- 
very. It is you, O Lord, ſaid he, who beve given 
ts bus People ; be is our Father, be is our Mofeer. If we 
fall into any diſorder, who can {a ws to bis again [0 
ns a ld & av fie extibons: baft 
inſpired bim to teach w1, why peniſheſt thow «1 money 
bim ? As for me, O Lord, continued the 
I can be but lathe ſerviceoble is this World; _ 
fire the death of @ Prince, | offer up my Life with all 
- 4 ap Fae ns 
my Mafter, my King, my pF 
lays his Prayer was heard, he eel elemes in 

up this Peticion, An example which de- 

monſtrates that not only the tenour of Reli Was 

neefarved among thols People, but farther that 

they followed the dictates of the pureſt Charny, 

—_ is the very quinteſſence and perteaion of 
eli 

+ "<0 his Son and Succeſlor, gave ſuch 
bright marks of his Piety, toward the end of his life 
that it leaves us no room to doube of the truth of 
What I have advanced. You ſhall hear what the an- 
Ucnt 
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tient Chineſe Books fay of him. This Prince, ſay 
thev, who had always has behaviour, ac- 
cording the Ordinances of the Supreme Governour 
of Heaven, fell ill in the fafueth year of 
his Age, and thirty of his Re: When he 
knew the danger he was in, he ca om 
principal Officers of has Court, with a tomoe- 
Ch erat ie refenaten eaten 
which was u y an OCCa , 
he aroſe from his Thrane where he had ordered his 
Servants to ſet him : He made them waſh has Hands 
and Face, Cloath him with his Imperial Habits, and 
his Crown on hs Head ; and then leaning on a 
Table of precious ſtone, he ſpake to the Company 
in this manner. 
* My ſickneſs is every day worſe and worſe, for 
, LG Heaven ordained, I fear Death will ſeize 
© upon me: and therefore thought my felt obliged to 
* acquaint you with my laſt Will. You know how 
* great the Reputation of my Father and Grandfather 
* was, and how brghtthe Examples of Virtue, which 
" they ſet the Empire, did appear. I was very un- 
* worthy to fill the place in which theſe great Men 
late; norwithitanding I did ſucceed them; I do ne- 
; verthele acknowledge my ignorance and unthit- 
"n 
*It is for this reaſon perhaps that Heaven has 
*ſhorten'd the days of my Reiga. I ought 1n this 
* as well as in all other things to acquieſce; for you 
* have all ſeen that I have bikes received its Orders 
* with an humble fear, and a protound reſpe&t, I 
* have endeavoured to tollow them, without ever de- 
* viating from them the leaſt in the World, 1 have 
* allo all my hfe ctume had in my Heart my Anceſtors 
* inſtrutions couching my Duty to Heaven, and to 
* my People. On thele two Heads I cannot accule 
* my felt of any fault, and if my life has bn ns 
ec epuy 
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, Repanenng, «X is all owing to that teacha 
us 


* make you a King, 'tis all that you can haveof me; 
*be a mend unblameable Prince, this 1 
* command you, and the whole Empire expects from 


you. 

Under the Reigns of this Prince and 
his Son * it was that Peace, Honeſty, * canvas; 
and Juſtice reigned in Chime, fo that 
they ofrimes ſent their Priſoners to dig or plough 
the Grounds, or get in the Corn, without thinking 
that the fear of puniſhment would make them run a- 
wiy. After Harveſt they came again to receive that 
puniſhment of their faults, which the Mandarins had 

Laſtly, If we examine well the Hiſtory of Chins, 
"- Rill find that for three hundred years after, 
that is to fay down to the times of the Emperor 
Tow vem, who reigned erght hundred years before 
Chriſt, Idolatry had not corrupted this People. So 
that they have preſerved the knowledge of the true 
God for near two thouland years, and did honour 
their Maker in fuch a manner as may ſerve both 
yy a and Inſtruction to Chriſtians theme 

Ves. 

They had all along a ſtri& care to breed up Beaſts 
for Sacrifices, and to maintain Prieſts to them 
up; dog = pong m—_—_ of the mind 
was , © id themleclves co a nice 
obſervation of even the | Ceremonies which 
might in any ways be ſerviceable tw the Peoples Edi- 
hcationg The Empreſkes did chemlelves _—_ up 

1 - 
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Silkworms, and with-their own Hands worked cn9- 
verings for the Altars, and Habits for the Prieſts. 
The Emperors have oftimes Tilled the Ground which 
produced the Corn or Wine deſtined for Sacred uſes. 
Again, the Prieſts never dared to offer Sacrifices be- 
fore the , unleſs prepared for it by an abſti- 
ſtinence of three or ſeven days from Conjugal enjoy- 
ments. They have had their ſolemn Faſtdays, and 
days of Prayer in Publick, eſpecially when x Em- 
pire laboured under any paublick Calamny, either by 
| —_—___— by Floods, by Earth quakes, or Wars 
a | 

With this outward Worſhip it is that the Emperors 

pare themſelves tor Wars; for taking upon them- 
ſelves the Government, or rebſting the Provinces ; 
and that Heaven may favour their Enterpriſes with 
ſucceſs, they inquire of their Subjes of their own 
Faults that they may amend them, belwing that all 
publick Calamimes are occahoned thro” their ill Go- 
vernment. We meet with a hgnal inſtance of this 
in Hiſtory, which I cannot forbear reciting, 

An umverlal barrennel(s having continued over all 
the Provinces for ſeven years together, (which time 
ſeems not far diſtant trom the ſeven years of barren- 
neſs of which the Scripture (peaks, and perhaps this 
thing a little looked into = =—_ to amend or con- 

hem our Chronology *) the People 
4 Ws —_— were reduced to extreme want ; 
- = birth ,- and when Prayers, Faſts, and ©- 
Feſur Chriſt, «nd ther as of Humiliation were uſed 
the ſeven ytars of Without ſuccels, the Emperor not 
ſearciry according 19 knowing any means proper to be 


the Seriprure, uſed to gain rehbet trom this publi 
ly, a berth, « having = 
God ſeveral Sacrifices to a 


his indignation, he reſolved at laſt co offer up hi 
lelf tor a Sacrihce; 


For 
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For this he called together the chief Per- 
ſons of b paryen , in the preſence of chem all 
diſmantled himlelt of his Royal Apparel, and 
cloathed himſelf meanly. In this Habi, with bas 
Head and Feet bare, in the ſame faſhion that a Ciri- 
minal appears before a Judge, he marched attended 
by his w Court, to a Mountain a diſtance 
from the Town. When, proſtrating himſelf before 
the Divine Majeſty, to whom he paid his Adorations 
nine times, he ſpake in theſe words: O Lord, you 
know the miſeries to which we are reduced, It is my 
mr which have broug bt them wpon my People, I come by 
ther to own and acknowledge ut m the preſence of Heaven 
and Earth, That I may the better amend my faults, 
groe me. leave, O Lord of all the World, to aik what 
Attion of mine ha: mere particalarly given you off ence. 
h is the ſplendor of my Palace? I will take care to re- 
trench what is ſuperfluoms ? Perbaps the profuſeneſs of my 
Table or the delicacy and Voluptwouſneſs of ut bave broug bt 
tht ſcarcity ; bereafter mot ſhall be ſeen there but 
thriftineſs and temperance The Laws permit to me the 
uſe of Concubines 5; but perbaps you diſlike that I bave 
tos many, I am ready to kſſen the number. And if «ll 
this be not ſufficient to appeaſe your juſt indignation, and 
you muſt bave an Oblation ; bebold one, O Lord, I am 
beartily willing to dye, if thou wilt ſpare this good People : 
Lit Rain come from Heaven on their Fulds to velieve 
oa neceſſities, and thunder on my Head to ſatisfie your 

uf ice. 

The Princes Piety pierced the Clouds, forthe Aic 
Was pony overcaſt, and an univerſal Rain imme- 
diately fell, which did in due ſeaſon bring forth a 
trutful Harveſt. When Idolaters ſeem ſcandaliſcd ac 
the Death of FESUS CHRIST, we ule the Example 
of this Prince to juſtifie our Faith. You not only 
approve of this Action, ſay wetothem, in which one 
of your Emperors dilrobed himſelt of all that was 
magni- 
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and offered himſelf as a Sacntice for 
+ kurt you admire it, and recommend it 
= Pattern for all the Princes of the 
ay bt can you diſhke that the exceflive 
kindnels, which made FESUS CHRIST 
imſelf an A' xe pot err ee for all Men; 
fs of hw Majeſty 
lory and Dwinity ? 
Thekefotep ofthe ras Reſon which ws fn 
in Chis many Ages Carry us natu 
ly to make a many Age cogener Il jafſtifhe the Provi- 
ce of the Almighty in the Government of the 
World: People are amazed that Ching 


ot . 
and almoſt all —_— 


Faith ; but — 

thouſand the knowledge of the true Gab 
and have grad practiſed the moſt pure Morality, while 
Exzroye and almoſt all the World wallowed in Error 
and Corruption. 

God, m the diſtribution of hus | is not an un 
juſt reſpecter of Perſons has laid out hk 
times, to let his Grace >» thine forch in due fea 
which like the Sun riſes and ſets in different parts 
= World, according as People make a good or —M 
ufc of it, 

I do not know whither Loney make bold to add, 
that as the Sun, which ant monon hides 
itſelf ro ſome to ſhe 1 Tom has noewich 
ſtanding at the years end diſtribured ro every Coun- 
try its Portion of hght and warmth ; ſo God by 
the ſecret and hidden Mr, hs Grace and Spy 
which have been communicated t the World, 
equally divided them to all People in the World, 
tho' in different manners and at different times, _ 
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that God has made his wiſe diſtribution of 


am ſure of all Nations Chins has the leaſt 
m__ fince no one has received a larger 


of the true God, which laſted 
CP Ko of Cam vem, and in all 


ilicy along while after the —_— C— 


f in the ſame purity. Their minds 
by Idolatry, and their manners be- 
ſo corrupt, that the true Fairh being but the 
of greater ill, was by little and liztle taken 
them by the juſt judgment of God. A+ 
the Superſtitzons which followed hereupon ; 
e wwo forts which were principally eſta- 
do berween them at this preſent com» 
almoſt all the Empire. 
Li- Looken gave riſe to the firſt of theſe. He was 4 
who lived before Confuciar ; his birth was 
prodigious if you believe what his Followers ſay of 
x; for his Mother carried him more than four ſcore 
$in her Flanks, from whence a lictle a 
he ſprang out of her right fide which open 
This Monſter, to the focrow of his Country, 
farvived his Mother, and by his pernicious Doctrine 
in a ſhort time grew famous : nevertheleſs he wrote 
ſeveral uſeful Books; of Virtue, of the good of a- 
voiding Honour, of the contermpe of Kiches, of 
that incomparable retiredneſs of mind, which ſepa- 
rates us from the World the better ro know our- 
ſelves He often reptated the following Sentence, 
which he aid was the foundation of true Wit- 
dom. Eternal reaſon produced one, one produced two 
two produced three, and three produced all thing) : which 
ſeems to ſhew as if he had fome knowledge of the 
Trinicy- 
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to prolong their liſe a 
in they exerciſe all 
themſelves up to all 
Thoſe who have made thi 
are called Tien {e, that is, Hes 
have Houſes given them 
<q, they ere&t in divers 
their 


= 7 _—_— hn by hus Pre 
et they v tly I , 
4 dag. Bape in it him 
Time, which 
did at length gain t 
tion as made t 
venants which they make with the Devil, the Los 
which they caſt, their Magical wonders whither true 
or only ſeermng, make 
of the common Herd ; and whencelocver it comes 
to pals, there is no body who does not give fome 
credit ro thewr Maxims, or docs not hope to avoid 
Death by their means. 
One of theſe Dodtors * got himſelf 
* Chan 7, ſo great a Reputation that the Emperer 
gave him the name Chem ts ; which #s 
the name by whuch they call God humſelf, and fign- 
ha 


Supreme 


Emperor. Qty gave 
blow to the anauent ty or cill = 
e as much Idolaters as they were did always 
berween the Cham 15, and the other 
t by a juſt pudgmenc from God the Family 
was extint, and the Empire which 
oblerved its own Rules of Govern- 
was the firſt time forced to ſubmit to thoſe 
the Weſtern Tarters, This a famous 
* who a Book could not ® Kjtnu-Kyjour « 
Is this time, lays he, Chan. 
bw Hoei-tgoum did againft all 
of reaſow grove the attributes of the Supreme 
Man. b and powerful and adorable God 
—_—_ | Sport is Heaven, was ſenſible of the 
bim ; for be puniſhed ſeverely the wiched- 
Prizce, and utterly rooted ous bis Family. 
=_—_ Seht which is prevalent in Chis, and 
more dangerous and more umverlally ſpread than 
= tn adore an Idol which they call Fo or Fi 
God of the World. Thus Idol was brought 
ladies two and thirty years after the 
JESUS CHRIST. Thy Poylon be- 
, but ſpread its infection thro” all the 
, and corrupted every Town : fo that thus 
body of Men already ſpoiled by Magick and 
, was immediately mte&ted wich Idolatry, 
me a monſtrous recepeacle for all forts of 
Fables, Superſtitions, Tranimigration of 
Idolatry and Arheiſm divided chem, and got 
ſo ſtrong a Maſtery over them, that even at this pre- 
ſent, there is no (o great impediment two the progreſs of 
Chriſtianity as 1s th 8 ridiculous and tmpions Dodrine, 
No body can well cell where this Idol Fo, of whom 
I ſpeak, was born; (1 call im an Idol and not a 
Man, becauſe fonie think it was an Apparmon from 
Hell j thoſe who with more hkehhood lay he was a 
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Man, make him born above a thouſand years be- 
fore JESUS CHRIST, ina Ki of the 
Indies rear the Line, perhaps a httle e Bengals. 
They fav he was a Kings Son. He was at firſt cal 
led Che-Kis ; but at thirty years of Age he took the 
name of Fe. His Mother who him into the 
World thro? her right fide, died in Childbirth : ſhe 
had a fancy in her Dream that ſhe ſwallowed an 
Elephant, and for this reaſon it is that the Indies 
Kings pay ſuch honour to white Elephants : for the 
loſs of which, or gaining ſome ot they oftcn 
make bitter Wars. 

When this Monſter was firſt born he had ſtrength 
enough to ſtand alone, and he made ſeven ſteps, and 
pointed with one Hand to Heaven, and the other to 
the Earth. He did alſo ſpeak, but in ſuch a manner 
as ſhewed what Spirit he was pofleſs'd withal. b 
Heaven or on the Earth, favs he, I am the only prrſen 
who deſerve to be bonoured, Art leventeen he mar 
ried, and had a Son, which he forlook as he did all 
the reſt of the World, to retire into a Solirude with 
three or four Indian Philoſophers, whom he took + 
long with him to teach. But at thirty he was on 4 
ſuddain polleſied, and as it were tulhlled with the D- 
vinity, who gave him an univerſal knowledge & 
all things. From that time he became a God, and 
began by a vaſt number of ſeeming Miracles, © 
gain the Peoples admiration. The number of bs 
Diſciples 1s very great, and it 1s by their means 
that all the Indies have been poyloned with his per- 
mcous Dotrine. Thole of Siem call them Tails 
poims, the Tartar: call them Lamas or Lame- ſcm, the 
{ aporers Bonzar, and the Chineſe Hecham. 

Bur this Chimerical God tound at laſt that he wa 


a Man a5 well as others He dicd at 59 yeais of Age; 
and to grrethe timiſhing ſtroke to his Impiety, heer 
dcivuucd io periuade his Followers to Atherſno at his 


Death, 
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Death, as he had perſuaded them to Idolatry in h $ 
Like time. Then he declared to his Followers that all 
which he had hither told them was enigmancal ; and 
that they would be miſtaken if they thoughe there 
was any other firſt Principle of things befide nothing; 
k was, laid he, from this nothing that all things [prang, 
and it is into thu not that all things muſt return. 
This is the Abyſs where all our boyes muſt end. 

Since this Impoſtor confefled that he had abuſed 
the World in his life, it is but reaſonable that he ſhould 
not be believed at his death. Yet as Impiety has al- 
ways more Champions than Virtue, there were a- 
mong the Bene a particular Set of Atheiſts, form- 
&d from the laſt words of their Maſter. The reſt 
who ſound i troubleſome to part with their former 

kepe cloſe to their firſt Errors. A third 
fort endeavoured to reconcile theſe Parries together, 
by neng a body of Doctrine, in which there is 
ow Law, an interior and an exterior. One 
ought to prepare the mind for the reception of the 
other. It is, ſay they, the mould which ſupports the 
materials 'rill the Arch be made, and i then taken 
away as uſeleſs. : 

Thus the Devil making uſe of Mens Folly and 
Mahce for their deſtruction, endeavours to crale out 
of the minds of ſome thoſe excellent ideas of God 
which are fo deeply ingraved there, and ww imprint 
in the minds of others the Worſhip of falſe Gods 
under the ſhapes of a mulmtude of different Crea- 
tures, for they did not ſtop at the Worſhup of this [dol. 
The Ape, the Elephant, the Dragon have been wor- 
ſhipped in ſeveral places, under pretence perhaps that 
the God Fo had fucceſhvely been tranimigrated 1nto 
thele Creatures, Chines the moſt fuperſticous of all 
Nations, increaſed the Number of her Idols, and one 
may now fee all forts of chem in the Temples, which 
lerve to abuſe the folly of = People. : 
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le is true they ſometimes do not pay wo thels Gods 
all that reſpe&t which ſeems doe to thewr Quabry, For 
ie often happens that if the People after worſhi 
them a great while do not obtain what 
they turn them off, and look upon them as 1 
zods; others uſe them in the moſt reproachfu 
ner : ſome load them with hard names 
hard blows. How now, Deg of « Sp 
them ſomenmes, we Drs you 5 es, | 
ficent Temple, we guild you hand 
well, and often ofter Incenſe to you, and 
this care which we take of you, you are fo 
tul as to refuſe what we ask of you. 
Then they ve him with Cords, pluck him 
and drag him along the Streets thro' all che Mud 
Dunghils, to puniſh hum for the expence of 
which they have offered up to him for nothing. 
in the mean time it happens that they obtain what 
they did defire, then they take the Idol and with s 
reat deal of Ceremony carry him back ol pm 
a in his Nich again, after they have w and 
cleanſed him : They fall down to him, and make ex 
utogee what they have done. In truth, ſay they, 
we was a little too haſty, as well as you was 
'what too long in your grant; why ſhould you bring 
this beating on your felt? Were it not better to have 
granted our Petinon of your own free will, rather 
than be forced to doit? But what is done can't be 
now undone, let us not therefore thank of it any 
more, if you will forget what us paſſed we will guild 
you over again 
A few years ago there happened a paſſage at Naw 
kn, which docs very well diſcover what an Opinion 
the Chineſe have of their Gods. A Man whoſe only 
Daughter was very ill, erred all the 1cians but 
without eftet, he thought u therefore hs beſt way to 
berake himſclt co che alliance of his Gods Prayers, 
Offerings, 


> tl 
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we Worſhip 
him Sacrifice for nothing at all ? So that he con- 
duded it to be either fi Malice or Weaknels 
the cure was not performed, where- 


s Temple he ought to be pulled down, 


, and the Idol 
ate Perſon. 

The ls ſcemed of Conſequence to the Judge, 
wherefore he ſent it to the Governour, who detir1 
ts have nothing to do with thoſe of the other World, 
delired the Vice-Roy to cxamine inco it. After he 
had beard the Benzes, who were extremely concerned 
«it, took their part, and adviled him not © perfiſt 
in the Caule any longer : for, {aid he to him, you 
ars not wile, to concern your ſelf with theſe fort of 
-—_ They are naturally ill tempered, and 1 am 

ad will play fome ill erck, Beheve me you had 
detcer come co an & The Bene athure me 
that the 1del ſhall do what us reaſonable on hus part, 

yau on your part do not carry things too 
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But the Man who was almoſt mad for the death 
of his Daughter, did conſtantly proteſt that he would 


ft rights. The 
he Mol fancied 


The Vice-Roy could not now go back, and wa 
fain therefore co grant a Tryal, he ſent the caſe to 
the Sovereign Council at Pekin, who remitted the 
Tryal to him again, he therefore Subparna'd the par 
ties. The Devil, who has but too many friends & 
mong all forts of Men, had alſo his ſhare among the 
Lawyers and Protors, thoſe of them to whom the 
Benzes gave largely, tound their Cauſe good, and 
ſpoke with ſo much concern and vehemence that the 
Idol idlelt could not have pleaded better xs own 
Cauſe. Yet they had todeal with a ſubtil Adverls 
ry, who had been before hand with them, and had 
Cleared the Judges underſtanding by a large Bride, 
being hens perſuaded that the Devil mult be 
very cunning indeed, to withitand fo clear an Ar 
gument as this laſt was to the 

In ſhort, after a t many ings, the Man 
carried his point. The Idol was condemned to a per 

baniſhment, as uſeleſs ro the K , and 

1s Temple was tobe plucked down + and the Beazn 

who repreſented him were leverely chaſtiſed ; they 

might notwithſtanding apply themſelves to the fer- 

vice of other Spirits to make themſelves amends for 
the damage they had received for loving this. 

Can any one who has not loſt his ſenles adore Gods 
of this "; toy weak, teartul, and whom one 
may affront lafely ? Burt, alas | We may na our 
| vo 
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falves that wo are never fo wiſe, yet how much s 
our Wildom diſtant from Reaſon, when it is diſtant 


Inſtead of coming hereby to a knowledge of the 
weakneſs of their Gods, the People grow more and 
more blind every day. The Bento arc above all 
—_ to keep up their Credit and Reputation, be- 

of the advantage they make thereby. To bring 
this about the better, they make uſe of the following 
Maxims of Moralicy, which they take great care to 


__ muſt not think, fay they, that good and evil 
are as confuled in the other World as they are in this; 
there are there rewards for the , and punuſhmenes 
for the bad ; which has zoned difterent —_ 
to be ſet apart for the fouls of Men, a 
every ones Merit. The God Fo was 'he Saviour of 
the World, he was born to teach the way of Salva- 
ton, and to make Expiation for all our fins. 

He has leſt us ten Commandments. The firſt 
forbids the killing of any Iwing Cteature of what 
fort ſoever ; the lecond commands not to take ano- 
ther Mans Goods; the third not to give up ones 
felt to Impurny ; the fourth not to Lix ; and the 
hith to drink no Wine. 

Behdes thele they recommend to the Peoples pra- 
Riſe ſeveral Works of Mercy. Entertain and nouriſh 
up, fay they, the Berta: ; build them Monaſteries 
and db that ob Prayers and voluntary Pe- 

_— — obrain for you exemprnon from that pu- 

hich your fins have deſerved. Burn Paper 

gilt and walked with Silver, Habics made of Seuif 
and Silk. All theſe in the other World ſhall be 
turned into real Gold and Silver, and into true and 
ſubſtantial Garments, which ſhall be given to your 
Fathers faithtully, who will make uſe of them as they 
have occaſion. It you do not regard theſe Com- 
mands, 
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you mean, nor perhaps have | explained my meaning 
clearly to you, you know, Father, [ have lived a long 


time upon the Emperors bounty. The Boenzes, who 
are perfectly well acquainted with all the cranſatti- 
ons of the other World, aſſure me that 1 ſhall be 
obliged after my death, by way of recompenſe for 
e him, and that my 

tallbly go into one of his Poſt Horſes, wo carry 

| from Court thro” all the Province. They 
have therefore been advifing me to mind my duty in 
that new ſtate ; not to ſtumble, nor kick, nor bute, 
nor othzrwiſe hurt any one: Run well, and cat lictle, 


a perſon of Qualiy, or a conhder- 
. Iproteſt, Father, the very thoughts 

of ut makes me quake, it never comes into my mi 
but | tremble; yer 1 dream of it every night, and 
ſometimes meathunks in my ſlzep 1 am ey 
Harneb, 


| wake in a great ſwear, and half 
hog png rey 
' What will be 


y. 
This therefore, Father, is the courſe I took. They 
tell me chat thoſe of your Religion are not ſubject co 
thole changes ; that Men are always Men, and are 
in the other World of the ſame 


The Mandarins ars obliged to condemn all theſe 
Sets as Hereticks, as indeed they do in their Books ; 
but yer ſpringing chemlelves moſtly from wdolatrous 
Farmlies, and having been inſtruted by the Benzes, 
they in their practiſe tollow the example of the com- 


Two ot theſe Banter ſecing one day in a rich Far- 
mers Yard, ewo or three 27Fe Ducks, fell on their 
Faces before the Door, and ligh'd and wept grievoully. 
The 
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ved they, Huwband wi 
coins, and on 7 ary accident honld happen 


Woman was fo far moved 
ne, that ſhe gave them the 
for lome 


took them with a great deal of reſpeR, pro. 


themſelves ewenty times to them ; but 


have : 
a great deal of 

who lard, to lum : My Lord, do not trouble 

f any more, your may be repair'd ; he 
whom you grieve for is in Tartery, and his foul is pal- 
ſed into a young — there muſt be s 
great deal of mony to find where he is, and you muſt 
give good Preſents to the Preſts of that Country. 
This news pleaſed the Prince mightily fo that he gave 
them what they defired, and a tew months after they 
got a Boy any where, and gave him to the Prince 
inſtead of the Boy who was dead. Thus it 1s that 
the whole Country from the Peaſant to the Prince 
are bubbled by Miniſters of Iniquity, 
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ing himſelf, Two Fellows were hired to carry hum 
pa Houſe to Houſe where he beg'd the People to 

ve on 

He them he was ſhut up in that Chair for the 
good of their Souls, and was reſolved never © go 
out from thence till they had t all the Nails (of 
which there were above two thouland) at the rate of 
ix pence apiece, of which Nails the very ſmalleſt 
he ſaid would derive incomparable bleflings on them 
and their Families It you buy- any of them, you 
will do an ation of Heroick vertue, and your Alms 
are not beſtowed on the Benzer, to whom you may 
take other opportunities of beſtowing your Charny, 
but to the God Fo, 1n whoſe honour we are going to 
build a Temple. 
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care not what they do in the Eyes 
they will (carcely own. 
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, he laid 
deal of 


ſpeech 
t 


he, that we may talk with 


The Benze, who was contounded at this or- 
did all he could to hinder ic, and did proteſt 


of this his refoluton : let hum 
that the whole Sacrifice would be uncftetual if he 
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* When the Mandarin had heard this 
Cour 
himle 


that che 


come down a- lictle, ſaid 


him. 
der, 
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nn Heng Gen ho comments wer to 
mands but hideous and frigheful looks, and 
—_— — —— 
his Head. | 
You may from hence, ſaid the Bonze, what 
nolence you him in commanding 
He is already almoſt diſtratted, and if you 
your commands oy will make um he wich gif Thi 
did not make Manfarin change his reſol 
but he ordered ſome of his Retinue to go uv 
bring him down. They found him tied and 
down on every fide, with a gag in his mouth; 
as ſoon as they had untied him, and taken away 
ee Plone mend 4 gh 
as 


_ into the River and a the others were 
carried to Priſon, and did after receive that 
ment whuch they delerved 
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are exernally bubbled by theſe Im 
mong the different Rehgions exerciſed in Chins, 
do not 


_—_— years, in ſeveral Provinces, and are never 
, becauſe they never diſturb any one elle 
the ſcore of Rehgion, being contene to enjoy ir 
Go =yv arebanggy ie there pe —_— 
Marriages. However may ule to 
you of a third Sea which 1 the Religion, or Philoſo- 
phy, or Policy of ſome of the learned, for one car» 
not tell by what name to call chis Doctrine, which is 
CELEfIS= 
w ir int 
ladyoo, Ce of learned Men. 
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That you may underſtand what I am going to tell 
you, you muſt know that Civil Wars, Magick, and 
Idolatry having put che Empire into confuſion for 
many Ages, love of learning was quite caſhiersd, 
and there were found few Doctors who could by their 
Wriaings —_—_ + minds WERPEy of that 
Lethargy into which wnorance the corruption 
-w of Manners had lulled chem. Only & 
* After our bout 1090.,* Some creditable Expouns 
Saviour. ders were found, and in 1205, one Do 
or did diftinguiſh himfclt from all 6 
thers for his extraordinary underſtanding. By he 
example they began by degrees to take fome pleaſur 
iQ ancient Books which chey had befor 

thrown atide. | 

Laſtly in the year 14950. the Emperor being wi 
hng to ſtir up in his Subjects a love of I carning, matt 
choice of fourſcore and ewo of the moſt in 
DoRors, whom he corgmanded © compile a = 
agreeable to the Semtiments of the Antiene Writes, 
which might ſerve as a direcion tor the learned ber 
after. The Mandarins who had the Commiſſion, & 
themſclves dil:gently ro work ; but being prejudical 
with thole Opimons which Idolatry had diffuſed of 
over Chms, inſtead of following the true ſenſe of de 
Antents, they cryed by falle Gloſſes and Interprets 
tions to diſtort the words and ſayings of the Ant 
ents © their prejudicate Opinions. 

They ſpake of God as nothing diffrent from Ns 
ture itſelf ; that is from that power, energy, or as 
tural Virtue which did produce, and put in orderal 
the parts of the World, and which docs ſtill kew 
them in that order, He is, (ay they, _ 
molt perte&t Principle ; he is the Source of all thing, 
and the Eſſence of all beings, and that which Cas 
ſticures the formal ditterence of every thing The 
made uſe of chole magnihcent expreſhons of the A 
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tients, that- chey might ſeem to keep to their Do- 
anne; but indeed they railed new Oprnons, becauſe 
underſtand hereby I tell what fort of 1nlen- 
ine ſpread 

eral mu- 
has 1s not preme Emperar 
| Heaven all juſt and all powerful, the chief of all 
Creatures tin their Works nothing 1s found, but a 
becter fort of Atheiſm, and a licentious freedom from 
the Worſhip of God. 

Bur, whether it was becauſe they were unwilling to 
exzres themſelves plainly, or did accidentally make 
ule of expreflions of a larger ſignihcation than cher 
meaning, yet they calk of Heaven as did the Anti- 
ents, and aſcribe to Nature almoſt all thoſe perfeti- 
ons which we attribure to God. They tolerate wil- 


af 


+ Yet many. reaſons perſuaded them from ing 
this refolation in practice, the chict of w were 
thale, cven (everal among the learned were Dillen- 


ati from this new eſtablibed Doctrine, for they 


not-ſhake oft the prejudices they had ſucked 
+ beſides all the People were wholly byaſi'd in ta- 
vour of Idols, fo that cheir Temples could never be 

down , . but Infurretons and Diſturbances 
neceflardy entue. They were E con- 


med tw adjudge a Prion all the other Seats Here- 


which they ſhll do cvery year) wicthoue ſetting 


them ettcetaaily to ſtop the practile of them. 
© -Theſc aew Books compoled by theu mot learned 


Men, and honoured by the Emperors own approba- 
tion, were greatly recaved by every body, Some 
liked them becauſe they deſtroy'd all forts of Relw- 
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we muſt adore and obey Heaven ; 
are diſtant from him, ſecing they 
in ſuch a fort as deſtroys the very being of God, and 


n x7 Jean 
ing; becoming thereby 
they had ſo conſtantly followed, and abominable 
that very Nature to which they now give-ſuch hgh 


Encomums. 
This is, my Lord, an account of | the preſax 


their Predecefſors, which s in effet nexther beritr 
nor freer trom abſurdicties than their own. 
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Nothing ve your Emi- 

ride the ingdom, the E ge Porn 
the Emperor is j 

This Prince, who is naturally wiſe and politick, has 

always kept People. As he is upon a 
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Mandarins hatred ; yet much more « 
antent Emperors, to the end that he may as 
as polhible {weeren that Yoak, which a new 
Shoulders. 
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per 
pays a great deal of reſpet to ſeveral Bon 
Rank, who have behaved themlelves 
any of the Provinces or at Court nay he 
is own. Temper that violence as to let fome of 
e in his Palace, thoſe whom the Princeſs his 
had before brought and eſtabliſhed there. 
' he thus favours their Perſons, he i no (lave 
Opinzons. He perfectly underſtands the fol. 
them, and does upon ſeveral occaſions laugh 
things which boo enjoyn for Principles of 
as Extravagancies and Fables. He often 
thoſe who ſpeak to him of them to the Miſio. 
naries: Heer, lays he, theſe Fathers who reaſon (o 
well, I ans ſure they trad # onde em One 
Gay he ſaid to Father Verbieft his Mathematician. 
& net you ſpeak of God as we do? People would be laſs 
je againf your Religion. Tow call 
tim Tienighu * and we call bim * Titn-tchu fig- 
tl. 1s i wot the ſame thing ? -—" 4. 4 
becauſe People give {alle Interpret ats- 
woe i? My Lord, id the Father, 1 know that your 


G1} Majeſty 
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3/42 Concerning the Antient and Modern 
Majeſty dors follow the old Doltrine of China ; which 
ſeveral Dofiors bave forſaken: and if 4 ſhonid oft 
their words, they would fancy we belivvt ar they belivve, 
But if your Majeſty will by &@ Proclamation 
declare that the word Cham-ti figwifier the ſane = of 
fel, that the Chrifions man by Trenaghu, we a 
ready to make wie of any one of them as ſoon a1 the other, 
He liked the Fathers anſwer, but reaſons of Scare 
hindred him from following hn advice. , 
When the Queen Mother was dead, thoſe who 
had the care of the Funeral commmed ro them, w- 
formed the Prince that it was neceflary, according ts 
antient Cuſtom, ro pull down part of the Palacy 
wall, that the body might be carried thre” the breachy 
becauſe that the Royal Farmily would be expoſed to x 
at many misfortunes if the body was carried thre 
the ordinary paſlages. Tow do not talk rationally, (ad 
the Emperor to them, your beads are full of whimfus 
What folly is it to think my good or bad fortune depends 
wpon the way by which wy Mother goes 16 ber Tomb! 
I war my wnbappineſt to loſe ber, and to fear any mib 
forrume after ſo great @ loſr, would be ts diſhenour be 
after ber drath 5 by ſuper ſt it1on1 Rites and ridicalons Core 
wmenies, Some time after ſeveral Maids of Honour &© 
the Empreſs, came and fell ar the Emperors feer, and 
begged with Tears that he would ſuffer them, who 
had ſerved the Empreſs here, to follow her into the 
other World, where their ſervices might be necdiul 
to her. He faid to them. I beve & cave of that 


already, you weed not therefore put your ſabver to farthe 
trouble it, And for fear leſt a cruel zeal might 
prompt them to lav violent hands on themſelves, be 
commanded their Hair to be immediately cut off, and 
that they ſhould be confined. When they are ſhaved, 
they fancy themſclves uſeleſs, and unft to ſerve Per 
ſons of Quality in the other World, 
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Theſe Examples are enough to let us fee that the 
is very far from giving himſelf up to all 
thele popular extravagances. He honours Confuctas 
as the thirſt and wiſeſt Ptuloſopher in the World ; in 
ſeveral chings he follows Cuſtom, when he judges it 
much for hi meereſt ; at certain nmes of the year 
he offers Sacrifices m the Temples, according to an- 
tient practice, yer he ſays it is only in honour of the 
Chew ii, and that he adores no other but the Sapreme 
Lord of the Univerſe. Thus far the inſtruction of 
the Miſſionanes have worked upon hum. He beheves 
in one God, but Seate Reafons and the gratification 
of his Paſſions which are oppolie to the Spuit of 

CHRIST, have never ſuffered him to open 

Eyes to the truch of the Golpel. The rigidnels 
and (everity of Moraks which this requires, oftines 
ops the moſt reſolute, and we ſee every day per- 
ſons in this World, who have a greatneſs of foul e- 
nough to deſerve the name of Hero's, who do yet 
want courage when they ought to behave themſelves 
as thoſe who bear that ot Chriſtians. 

Nevertheleſs this Prince would not have any one 
think chat he rejeas onr Rehgon for want of courage. 
He told his mind to Father Verbief# one day in thele 
words : Tour Law it bard, yet whatever difficu/ty was 
ts be wndergone, | frruld not fFick one minute to be of ut, 
were I convinced of the truth of it, If I war once @ 
Chrifian, 1 am pretty well ſatisfied that in three or four 
years the whole Empire would be ſo too. For I am their 
Mafer. We might have ſome hopes from theſe Sen- 
timents of the Prince, it we were not on the other 
hde perſuaded that the love of pleaſure, and the fear 
of giving occaſion to ſome Revolunon in the Em- 
pire were not almoſt mnvincable hindrances to his 
Converſion. 

But who can find out the Almighty's dehgns ? And 
who has hitherto penetrated into the myſteries of his 
{4 4 ecernal 


344 Concerning the Antient and Modern 
ecernal Councils ? Are not the Hearts of 
Princes as well as of the meaneſt People i 
ing? It is from that Almighty hand t 
hopes are, which has already con 
number of Idols, and overthrown many 
Temples ; ut has made Vice-R Miumnſters 
Princes, nd ene Dug Chord to t 
Chriſtianity. The more the Converſion 
peror requires Miracles, the more wort I 


power and finite goodneſs of God, 
SN Donne for no other reaſon than for the 
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devout Miſhonaries, we may 
that God will vouchſaſe to make uſe of their Zeal 
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believe you do good : will at leaſt fee that the 
fervent Miſſionaries, who for more thanan Age have 
laboured in the large field of the Goſpel, are not al- 
together unworthy their Employment, and that the 
Fruits which they yr there, ſhould be an cn- 
couragement to al , to perfet this great 
Work which by them has ſo happily began. 

Among other things which the Emperor objected 

ainſt us when diſcourfing of the Chriſtan Religion 

was none of the weakeſt. If the knowledge ot 
JESUS CHRIST, favs he, fometimes ns _—— 
for Salvation ; and if God defires the Salvation of all 
Men ; why has he fo long kept us in ignorance and 
error ? It is now above fixteen Ages ftince your Re- 
gion, the only way Men have to obtain Salvation, 
has been eſtabliſhed in the World ; we knew nothing 
of it here. Is Chime {o inconfiderable as not crodeſerve 
to be thought of, while fo many barbarous Nations 
have been cnlighened ? 

The Miffionanes have very folidly anſwered this 
objeaon, and that with fo good a Face of Reaſon, 
as dd give ample fati'tattion to the Emperor. I do 
not here tell you, Sir, their anſwer; you do your 
felt know all that could be poſlibly ſaid thereto. 
But perhaps x will not be tedious ro you to let you 
know that Chime has not been fo much negleRed as ic 
thinks. We cannot inform our ſelves of all that has 
paſſed in this New World, fince the death of our $a- 
viour; for the Chaveſe Hiſtories ſeldom ſpeak of any 
thing but what concerns Poluncal Government, Yet 
the Divine Providence would be luficiemly juſtified 
in this point, if it had ated for the Salvanon of 
Chms no more than has come to our knowledge. 

There is no doubt but St. Thomas: preached{rhe true 
Faith im the l=dws, and it is as certam that the Indians 
had then great dealings with the Chineſe, ro whom ab 
moſt all Indie was triducary, It #s therefore ys Cr 
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bable thac this Apoſtle, ts whom the care of this 
New World was commmrted, did not negle the beſt 

of n, which was then as much diſtinguiſhed a- 
Con the reſt of the Eaſtern parts, as Lely was above 
the Weſtern 1n the moſt flouriſhing condrion of the 
Roman Empire. So that peokags he hamlelt travail 
led there, or at leaſt ſent ot bu Followers. 

This Conjecture, which carnes us own Evidence 
with it, does fill receive confirmation, from what 
the Chineſe Hiſtories relate concerning thoſe times. 
Their H: lays that a Man came into Chis and 
preached Heavenly Dodtrme. He was not an ordi- 
nary Man, adds the Hiſtory, his Lite, hs Miracles, 
and has Vertucs made him admired by all the World. 
Furthermore one may read in an antent Breviary of 
the Church of Malabar, wrote in Chalder thele words, 
which are in the Othce for St. Theme: his day. It was 
by St. Thomas's means thet the Chinelo 10p1- 
ans were Corveried and came ts the knowhdge of the 
Trath. And in another place. I: was by Sr. Thomas, 
that 1s to ſay, by the preaching of Se. Thomas that the 

dom of Heaven went wito the Empire of China. 

in an Anthem we read theſe words which tol- 
low : The Indies, China, Perſia, &c. offer up, in meme» 
ry of St. Thomas, the worſhip due to thy Name. 
We can'e tell what Converhons he wrought there, 
nor how long Religion flouriſhed ; bur this 1s cer- 
tain that it Religion hath not been up in Chas 
till now, the Chineſe may thank themlicives, who by a 
criminal neglet and voluntary tubbornacls, did io 

part with the gift of God. 

Nether 1s thus the only time wherein our Lord hath 
vitced them. A great whule after, that is in the ſevench 
Century, a Cathobck Patriarch of the Indies lent 
Mithonaries thther, who preached the truc Religion 
with good fuccels. Alkho' then Hiſtory hath men- 
noned fomethung of this, A — 
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and in fo careleſs and obſcure a manner, that 
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words, 


| ditions of the wweney four Prophers might be ac- 


* He governed the World by inſtituting a very plain, 
Spiritual and Heavenly Law. He eſtabliſhed eight 
Beatitudes. He endeavoured to difſwade men from 
their hearts on the things of this World, 


"in wo fix in them a of thole G—_ 
* which will never fail. He fer forth the beauniful- 
"neſs of the three principal Verrucs. He ſer the 
Fo of Heaven to the Juſt, to which place he hum 
' (elf aſcended at mid day, leaving on Earth ſeven and 
"twenty Books of his Doctrine, proper tor the Con- 
" verfion of the World. 

* He inſtituted Baptiſm for the waſhing away Sin, 
"and lay'd down hs Life on the Croſs for all men 
* without excepnaon. His Minifters cut not off their 
* Beards, but have their Heads ſhaved excepring a 
circle of Hair which they leave on. They have no 
"Servants, tor they makes themſelves Superior to none 
* whether in the ous Profperiry or in the 
"of Aﬀiaion.  lnitcad of heaping up Riches « 

* willingly 1mpact cheir lictle all ro choſe who are 1n 
* want, They Faſt both for mortification of them- 
"{elves, and in oblervance of the Laws. They © 
* verence their Superiours and honour all good men. 
" They pray ſeven times a day for the Dead and the 
"Living They offer Sacrifice every Week, to pg 
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* them from their Sins, and to poritie their Hearty, 

© Even Kings who follow no this Law, wharſoe: 
"ver they do, can never make themiclyes truly efti- 
* mable among men. In the Reign of Tairigww 4 
* moſt wile and honoured Prince, Olopavre coming 
* {rom Fades, atrer a long courle of by Sea 
* and by Land, at laſt arrived at Chane in the Year of 
* our Lord 6465. The Emperour having nance of ut, 
* ſent a Colev ro meet him in the Suburbs of the Ins 
* nerial Ciryz with Orders to condut him to the Pa- 
© lace. When he came there bus Law was examined, 
"and the truth of it acknowledged; fo that che 
* Emperour in favour of hum made the following 
* Edit 

© No particular Name comprehends the true Law, 

* nexher are the Saints hxed to one place; they art 
* (catered thro' the whole World, that chey may be 
© univerſally uſeful. A Man of Fades, of cxempli- 
'* ry Vertue is arrived at our Court: We have cxami- 
"ned bus Donne, and found it admirable, with no 
* mixture of Pride, and built upon thoſe Priaciple 
* which ſuppoſe the World had a beginning, Thi 
* Law teaches the way of Salvation, and cannot but 
* be extrcamly uſetul w all our Subjects. | therefore 
* judge un necellary that it be taught them. Aicet- 
* ward he: commanded that a Charch ſhould be boik, 
" and nominated one and twenty Perlons. to ferve 
* chat Cure. 

* Kas the Son of Tar cwm, ſucceeded him in the 
*Year 651, and endeavoured to make that Relignon 
* flouriſh which his Fathor had recaved. He highly 
* honoured the Belhop Olponen, and built in all the 
* Provinces Churches tor che true God. So hit 
* the Benzer lome Years after being alarm'd at the 
* progreſs which Chnitungy had made, uled all means 
" ro ſtop the courle of it. 
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"The Perſecution was great, and the number of the 
* fajchful grew ſmall, when our Lord raiſed up wo 
* perſons of extraordinary Zeal, who defended the 
" Faith with fo much vigour, that in a lutle time it 
"recovered us former luſtre. The Emperor on his part 
* ſtrove to confirm it more and more; even fo far as 
"£0 command five Kings to go to Charch, and pro- 
* ſtrate themſelves, before the Altar, and to erect 0- 
* ther Churches in ſeveral Towns to the Honour of 
' the God of the Chriſtians. Thus the Foundation 


* In the mean while the Prince himſelf continued 
"to gire t Oigns of his Piety ; he made the Pi- 
" tures of his Predeceſlors be carried tro Church ; he 
' offered humſelf an hundred pieces of Silk upon the 


" Altars; payed mighty reſpe& to Ki-bs, a Miſfio- 
" nary newly arrived our of Fudes, and all his life 
"ame omitted nothing that was for 


' forts of Men. Whuch is the eruc Character of Chri- 
6 , and 1 the true way to make Peace and 
: flow into the greateſt Kingdoms. 

of them were exerciſed in the Works of 
"the bagheeſt Charey. The Emperor Sorgazms of- 
" tered at the Altar, and buile Churches; befides be 
" allembled togerher the Prieſts of four Churches, and 
; for forty days ſerved chem himſelf with great re- 
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ets cnn cloathed the Naked, healed 
* the Sick, and buried the Dead. It s to keep up the 
* memory of theſe great Aion, and to let 
* know the preſent Scare of the Chriſtian Religion here, 
* that we have crected this Monument in the year 982, 
This, Sir, is a faithful Epromy of what #s remarks 
able in this famous remain of Chineſe Anaquiry, The 
Renees who keep it in one of their Temples near Sig- 
wenſen, have creed over againſt it, a long Table of 
Marble every way hke ict, with Encomiums the 
Gods of the Country, to diminiſh as much as they can 
the glory which the Chriſtian Religion receives from 
thence. The Chronicle of Chae confirms by the 
Order and Succeffion of the Emperors what the 
Monument fays of it; but 1 am apt rochink that the 
Emperors mentoned therein are ex- 


at an 
haps much longer for we" have no account of in 
failure, of it was loſt ; and when 
Miſhonanes | 
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Pother dyed by the Providence of God, in a time 
when their long Vos ages and infinite Labours ſeemed 
anſwered by a great probabiliy of fuccets. 

The Scripeure tells us Moſer's death was a puniſh- 
ment © him for his lack of Faithg Saint Xavier's ſeems 
to be a reward for the abundance of his God had 2 
mind to reward hs Zzat, bs Labours, and tins Cha- 
: and was willing co deter for a time chat torrent 

ercy which he deligned tor the Empire of Chins, 
noght reward hs Servant with that Glory, 
he had procured for fo many Nations He 
in the lls of Sar-cham, or as we ſpeak it Sow 
aw, under the Janſdiftion of the Province of Can- 
+ it us well known that he lay in the ground feveral 
all which nme God preſerved him from the 
pron, from hence he was carried to Ges, 
that time he hath been bonoarad as 
Proteitor of that place, and the Apoſtle of the 
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was quire unknown to 
; and « is but » leſs while ago that they 
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had on Board the Governor of Maczs, 
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as to maks a kind of Haven. Commary Winds con- 
hnumg cght drys, gave Father Caroccio a Jeluite, who 
was on Board, an opportunity of fatsfving ths de» 
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vout refolutons. He went on ſhoar, and was r& 
ſolved. in fpight of Danger to go in ſearch of the 
Saints Tomb. The Piloc and moſt part of the Sailors 
followed him, they ſearched che whole Hland but to 


no 

At at laſt a Chineſe, an Inhabicant of the place, 
imagining with hiumlelf what it was which they © 
Sucks after, undertook to guide them, and 
led them to a place which all the Inhabicanes reve- 
renced, and where he himſelf began to perform Ac 
ons and Geſtures of Piery. The Father who could not 
underſtand hum, began to {earch about tor ſome ftign 
or mark of the Sepulchre, and found at laſt a Scone 
five Cubus long, and three broad, upon which wascue 
theſe words in Latm, Portugucſe, Chineſe, and Fapee 
weſe, Hers Xanicr 4 Man truly Apoftolical was buried 
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Then they all fell on their Knees, and did with De- 
rotion kils that Earth, which the Tears and the laſt 
Groans of that Apoſtle had ſanRified. The Inhabi- 
rants of the place came in and followed the Example 
of the Portugueſe: even the Engliſh, for one of their 
Veſſels came to an Anchor in the fame place, came 
thither to honour the Saint, and prayed a great while 
at his Tomb. Father Carocas fore time after faid 
Maſs in his Peneficalibes, while the wwo Veſſels, the 
Engliſh and Portugueſe, did ſeveral times diſchargo 
their Artillery, and gave marks of their common 


jov. 

Laſtly, to preſerve the memory of that holy place, 
they reſolved to build a good ſquare Wall all round the 
Tomb, and to dig a Duch to ſecure it fromall inun- 
dations. In the midſt berween theſe Walls they railed 
the Stone which they found overturned, and buile an 
Altar, as a Memorial of the auguſt Sacrifice of the 
Enchariſt which had been offered up there, which 
might alſo ſerve to Celebrare x upon again, if eicher 
Accident or Devonon ſhould carry the Mimſters of 
JESUS CHRIST thither any more. The People 
of the place did themielves affit toward the carry- 
ing on this lictle work, and ſhowed as much Zeal toc 
the honour of the Saint as the Chriſtians did. 

The place is of «felt very plealant. You fee there 
a {mall Plain extended from the bowtrom of a Hill, on 
one hide of which s a Wood,, on the other arc Gar- 
dens Cultivated ; a Rivuler which turns and ewines a- 
bour, renders the liland very Fertile. It is not unin+ 
habited, as ſome have wrote, there are leventeen Vil 

in it, The Land s manured, even the very 
Mountains, and the Inhabitants are {o far from want- 
"R the neceſſanes of Life, that the growth of their 
and 1s enough to carry on fugh Commerce as yields 
them a moderate plenty. 


Aa 3% You 


356 Of the Eftabliſhnent and Progreſs 

You will eahly pardon me, Sir, for this ſhort di- 
greflion concerning St. Francis Xeavier. A Miffic- 
nary can't ſpeak of him withour being naturally n- 
chned to enlarge about every thing that concerns 
this great Man. Ir was he who ſettied upon a folid 
Foundation all the Miſſions into the Indies, and who, 
in the laſt Years of his Life, encouraged his Brethren 
to enterprize the great Deſign of the Converſion of 
China. His Zeal paſſed into their minds and hearts; 
and tho' every body but Xevier thought it impoſlible 
that the Defign ſhould cake eftet, the Fathers Roger, 
Paſio, and Ricci, all three aliens, did relolve to | 
all their pains, and if it were necellary, all their blood 
in this great Work. 

The Difticulties which the Devil raiſed, did 
not diſcourage them. They emred one after the 
other into the Southern Provinces The Novelty 
of their Doarine brought them Auditors, and the 
SanQuy of their Lites made thoſe Auditors have 
a favourable opinion of them. Ar fiſt they heard 
them with Pleaſure, and afterwards with Admi- 
ration. Father Ricci above all diſtinguiſhed him 
felt by his Zeal and Underſtanding. For he wa 
thoroughly inſtructed in the Cuſtoms, the Religion, 
Laws, and Ceremonies of the Country, all which he 
had ſtudied a long time before at Mares, He (poke 
their Language | Fur uf and underſtood their Wr 
tings pertetly ; this was joyned to a ſweer, cal, 
complaiſant temper, and a certam in{nuating bets 
viour , which none but himſelt had, which i was 
hard to refilt ; but above all, an ardour which the 
Holy Ghoſt inſtils into the Workmen of the Lord 
Harveſt ; all this, 1 fav, got lim the repute of a 
great Man and an Apoſtle, 

Not but that he met with a great many rubs in the 
work of God. The Devil overthrew his Dehgs 
more than once. He had the Superſticion of the A 
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ple, the Jealouſie of the Benzes, and the ill humour 
of the Mandarin: to deal with ; all which violently 
oppoled what he was about to eſtabliſh. Yer he ne- 
ver gave over, and God gave him Perſeverance, a 
Vertue very neceſlary in the beginning ſuch Enter- 
priſes as theſe, which always meet wich oppoſition, 
and which men of the beſt intentions in the World 
fomenmes let fall, diſcouraged for want of preſent 
ſucceſs to fortiie them in the proſecution of their 
Dehgn. 

Father Ricci, after many Years fruitleſs labour, had 
at laſt the comfort of ſeeing the Goſpel flouriſh. He 
made many and mighty Converſions in the Pro- 
vinces. The Mandarm them(clves opencd their eyes 
w the hght of our holy Faich, which our Miſſionary 
carried even almoſt as far as tothe Court. The Em- 

Vanl; then reigning, received him wich great 
marks of Reſpet and Kindneſs: and among divers 
European Curiohities which the Father preſented to 
hm, he was fo taken with ſome Pictures of our Sa- 
viour and the Virgin Mary , that he ordered them to 
be ſer up 1n an high place in his Palace, as things 
to which he would have a reſpe&t fhewn. 

This kind Welcome from the Emperour, gained 
him the Good will of all the Lords at Court ; and in 
ſpight of the oppolition of ſome Magiſtrates, who 
according to their cuſtom, could never deal hand-+ 
fomly by a Stranger, he bought an Houſe at Pekin, 
and gained ſuch a Foundation and Eſtabliſhment 
there, as hath been naces the lupport of all che Mil- 
hons into this Empire. 


Religion was by this means known (and without 
Kt would have been impoſlible to have ſupported it) 
thus it came into eſteem, and was preached by the 
new Miffionaries, who made great advantage of Fa- 
ther Riccs's firſt Labours The Court and all the 

Aa} Provinces 
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Provinces reſounded every where with 
* Febrvab- that adorable Name *, which the Jews 
herecofore, thro' the reſpe they bore to 
it, never ſo much as pronounced to their Profeltes, 
and which the new-converted Chineſe named to their 
Country-men with a reſpet greater. For the 
European Workmen being but tew , gave an 
runity to ſeveral Mandarmy to preach the Goſpel, and 
there were ſome of them who by their Zeal and Un- 
derſtanding promoted the Aﬀairs of Religion a 
much as the moſt fervent Mifhionaries. 

Ic is true that theſe Succeſlcs were ſometime after 
interrupted ; for ut is the CharaQter of Truth, that 
it makes it ſelf Enennes, and the lot of the Chiiſth 
an Religion always to be Sons Providence 
being defirous to ery the Fidelity of theſe new Chr 
ſhans, and to re-inflame the Zeal of their Miniſters, 
permicted the Idol Prieſts to oppoſe the preaching of 
the Goſpel So that ut very near came to pals, that 
a Cabal of ſome Benter, ſupported by ſeveral Maw 
darins, had by the deitructon of Father Ricci over- 
thrown in one minute the Work of ſeveral Years 

But the greateſt danger to this Holy Man and his 
Miſſion came from his own Brethren, 1 mean the 
European Chriſtians. Some Portugueſe of Macao ur 
cenſed againſt the Jeſuits, reſolved co deſtroy chem 
in Chizs, altho' with them they deſtroved the Chr 
ſhan Religion there. They could not but know 
what the Holy Intentions of thoſe Fathers were in 
going thither, yer they accuſed them as Spies, who 
under pretence of preaching the Goſpel, ſecretly 
managed a Conſpiracy, and had a defign to (eize up- 
on Chins by the force and affiſtance of the Foponne/e, 
Heollanders, and Chriftiant of that Country. 

le muſt needs be a great amazement to any one, 
who obſerves the rage and bitterneſs of theſe falle 
Brethren, who altho' engaged by their Religion to 

propagate 
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propagate the work of God even with the loſs of their 
Lives, were yet reſolved to deſtroy ic by ſuch vile 
and falſe Aſpertions. 

This Ridiculous Story which was feet forth with 
Heat and Violence, and buile upon fome Circum- 
ſtances which carried fome ſhew' of Truth, eafily 
found Credit among the Chine/e, naturally exceflive- 
ly Suſpicious, and very well ſatished by a long expe- 
nience that the leaſt Commotions or Rebelhon might 
bring the moſt powerful Empires to rumn- 

The Perſecution was very ſharp, the weak Chri- 
ſhans were ſcandalzed, and 4d Apoſtarize trom 
the Faith. Father Martinez was taken up, impri- 
foned, and baſtinado'd, till at length he deg thro' 
his Torments: and if this Accuſation of the Chri- 
ſhans had ever came to the knowledge of the Court, 
t is very probable it would have been the utter overs 
throw of Chriſtamity here. Burt 6ur Lord ftopd the 
growing Evil in its bud, and by the means of a 
Mandarm a particular Friend of Father Ricci gave 
Peace to the Mifhon and Liberty to the Evangelical 
Workmen. 

Afrer having ſurmounted a great many Obſtacles 
of this nature, and preached the Goſpel to an inh- 
nite number of People, this fervent Miſfionary died. 
The Heathens judged him the wiſeſt and moſt un- 
derſtanding Man of his Age, the Chnſtians lowgd 
him as their Father, and the preachers of the Goſpel 
made him a Model whereby to form themſelves. He 
had the ſatisfaction of dying in the midſt of a plen-» 
thul Harveſt ; but was diſturbed that there were (o 
tew Workmen to get it in. So that he recommended 
nothing more earneſtly tro his Brethren who afliſted 
hm in his laſt Sickneſs, than to receive with all ima- 
ginable joy and comfort all choſe who ſhould come 
to partake of their Labours. f they find, lays he 
to them, when they arrive bere' Croſſes from the Ene- 
Aa 4 mites 
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mites of Chriftianity, do you ſweeten the buterneſ; 
them, by demonſtrations of the moſt tender Friendſkiq, 
and moſt inflamed Charity, 

The Churches of Chins, of which he was the main 
ſupport, were ſhaken by his Fall ; for altho' the Em- 
perour for ſome Years afterward ſhewed himſelf 
ſomewhat favourable to the Chriſtian Rehgion, yet 
in 1615, there aroſe againſt it the cruelleſt Tem 
peſt that it had eyer yer (uffered. It was occaſioned 

by one of the principal Mendarms & 
* Chinkio, Nankin * They chuetly (et v the Pa- 

ſtors , thereby the caher to diſperle the 
Flock. Some were cruelly beaten, others baniſhed, 
almoſt all impriſoned and carried afterwards t 
Macao, after having the honour of fuftering a tho 
ſand injuries and reproaches for the love of 7 ESUS 
CHRIST. 

The Tempeſt hſted near fix Years; but at laſt the 
Perlecucor being himſclt accuſed, was by Gods Judg 
ment deprived both of his Offices and allo of hs 
Life. His death gave the Chnſtians ſome reſp, 
who after that multiphed more than ever, thro” the 

labours of a great many Miſſionaries. & 
* 1631. was about this time * that the Right Reve 

rend Fathers of the Order of St. Domunch 
joined with us ; many of whom do at this tune labour 
10 China with a great deal of Zeal and Succels. 

About this time Father Adam Schasl a German a 
peared at Court, and added a new Luſt:e co Chriſtianuy 
which had but newly ſprang up again» He wasper- 
fectly skilled in Mathemaricks, and made uſe of be 
knowledge therein to obtain the Emperors kindneb; 
he was in a Ixtle ame {fo highly in the Emperous 
fivour, that he t he he ſhould be able by his own 
Intereſt alone to Eſtabliſh the Chriſtian Religion 
ſolidly. He began to make uſe of his Intereſt with 
good ſuccels, when an Inlurreion overturned \P 
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_ Government, and with ic all his promiſing 
Thus great Seate whoſe Power ſeemed to be enough 


to ſecure it from the moſt violent Shock whatever, 


was made ſen{1ble then that there 1s nothing conſtane 
in this World. Some Robbers being met together, 
by the acceſs of multitudes of Male-contents who 
joined them formed vaſt Armies: they burned Towns 
and plundered whole Provinces. Chime preſencly 
changed its Aſpet, and from the moſt flouriſhing 
Empire became the Stage tor the moſt bloody War. 
Never were there ſeen ſo many Murthers and Bar- 
barinnes. The Emperour being ſurpriſed at Pekin, 
ſtrangled himſelt for tear of falling into the hands ot 
the Vitors. The Ulurper was ſoon drove out of the 
Throne by the Tartars, who feiz'd upon un. The 
Princes of the Blood who in difterent places were 
proclaimed Emperours , were vanquiſhed or killed. 
Then all the Mandarims role, heting for Tar- 
tary, others tor Liberty : others only carned on the 
Fighting Trade, in hopes to make their private For- 
tunes from the publick Ruin. 

Some of thole laſt were rather Monſters than Men, 
who giving themſelves to all that Licentiouſneſs which 
the moſt inhumane Cruelty and Barbarity could 
prompe them to, made whole Provinces Libotes, 
and ſhed more blood to ſatshe their Brutality, than 
the moſt ambitious Prince in the World would tor 
the Conqueſt of an Empre. 

Rehgion, which groancd amidſt thoſe Troubles, 
had the comfort nevertheleſs of ſecing many great 
Perſons Converted ; one Empreſs with her Son were 
Bapriſed ; ſcarce enher of them lived after their re- 
cepton of the Faith, the truits of which they could 
not enjoy but in the other World Laſtly, the Tar- 
ters by their Valour, and by a Condue equal to the 
Policy of ancient Rowe, | themſelves "4 

Coms, 
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Chins, and in a few Years obliged all the Provinces 
to ſubmit to a foreign Yoak. 

Then we thought Religions Cale deſperate 3 but 
God, who needs not the afliſtance of Men when he 
hath a mind to ſupport his own Work, inſpired on 
a ſudden this new bins with a greater affection for 
the Chnſtian Religion, than we dared hope for from 
the Chizeſe Emperours He not only took away 
the Government of the Mathemaricks trom the Mes- 
bometans, which they had poſleſſed for 300 Years, 
and gave it to Father Adem ; but by a dal Pri 
vilege he ſuffered that Father to apply himſelt co him 
immediately in all things which concerned the Miſli- 
onaries, without firſt paſſing thro' the Formalicies of 
the Courts of Juſtice, who are very ſevere to Stran- 
gers. This ſignal Favour, joined with many others, 
raiſed up the Courage of the Chriſtians, and gave 
the Heathens greater _y to cloſe with the true 
Religion. Many Perſons of the beſt Quality at Pekin 
defired Baptiſm ; che Provinces follow'd the Example 
of the Court, and the Harveſt became to plenntul, 
that the Workmen were too tew to gather it in. 

Thole who were em therein, laboured with 
ſuch an hearty Zeal, that we do at this preſent feel 
the effects of ni. There were found Perſons of emi- 
nent Vertue, Prudence, and Underſtanding, whom 
God had formed during the Troubles and Civil Wars, 
and which the Spirit m, the Almighty drew out of the 
Chaos, like ſo many Stars, to ſhed forth the Light 
of the Goſpel, unto the moſt hidden parts of this vaſt 
Empire, accompanying their Preaching with Signs 
and Wonders. 

Among thoſe extraordinary Men Father Faber, 
a Frenchman, diſtinguiſhed himſelt above the reſt. 
I had the happineſs to tarry ſome time in that Pro 
vince which was allotted to his care ; and I have, 
ater ſo many Years , found the precgous __ 
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there, which are the neceſſary conſequences of Holi- 
neſs. Thoſe who were witneſſes of his ARtions, tell 
to their Children the Miracles which he weonght to 
confirm them in their Faith, and altho' one need not 
believe all which they relate of him, we cannot ne- 
vertheleſs deny that God did 1n many occaſions give 
an extraordinary concurrence in ſeveral great things 
which he encerpriſed for hus Glory. 

It 1s worth knowing after what manner he founded 
the Miffion of Heam-tgounn, a Town of the firſt Rank 
in Chenfi, two days Journey diſtant from the Ca 
He was invited thither by a Mandarin, and the {mall 
number of Chnſtans which he found there, made 
hm the more laborious to encreaſe their Number. 
God put into his hands a means of doing this which 
he never expeRted. One of the great Boroughs, which 
in Chins arc as big as the Towns, was then over» 
run by a prodigious multitude of Locuſts, which cat up 
all the Leaves of the Trees, and gnawed the Grals to 
the very Roots. ; 

The Inhabitants aſter having uſed all imaginable 
means, thought fic to apply themſelves to Father Fa- 
ber, whoſe repute was every where talked of. The 
Father rook from thence an occaſion to explain the 
principal Myſteries of our Faith, and added that it 
they would ſubmic themſelves therero, they ſhould 
not only be delivered from the Preſent Plague, bur 
that alſo they ſhould obcrain innumerable L 
and Eternal Happineſs. They embraced it wing; 
and the Father to keep hs word with them, 
in Ceremony into the Highways in his Stole and bus 
Surplice; and _y_ up and down holy water, 
accompanying his Aion with the Prayers of the 
Church, bue eſpecially with a lively Fauh. God 
beard the Voice of his Servant, and the next day all 
the ales dilappeared. 


Bur 
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But the People, whoſe minds were wholly bene 
upon the things of this World, as ſoon as they aw 
themſelves delivered , negleted the Counſel which 
the Miſſionary had given them. They were there- 
fore immediately puniſhed, and the Plague grew 
worſe than it was Then they accuſed one 
the other of their want of Faith ; they ran in Crouds 
to the Father's Houle, and caſting themſelves at his 
Feer: we will not niſe up Father, faid they, till you 
have pardoned us. We confeſs our fault, and pro 
ceſt that if you will a ſecond time deliver us from 
this Aﬀliaion with which Heaven threatens us, the 
whole Borough will immediately acknowledge your 
God, who alone can work ſuch great Miracles. 

The Father, to increaſe their Faith, made them beg 
a great while, At laſt inſpired as before, he ſent up 
his Prayer, and ſprinkled his holy water, and by the 
next day there was not an Inſet to be found in the 
Fields, Then the whole Borough being brought & 
ver to the Truth, followed the guidance of God's 
Holy Spiric; they were all inſtructed and formed un 
to a Church, whach, tho' u was abandoned for forme 
years, is ſhll reckoned one of the devoureſt Miffions 


in Chin. 

They fay alſo of this Father that he has been car 
ned over Rivers thro' the Air, that they have ſeen 
him in an extahe, that he foretold his own Death, 
and did ſeveral other fuch Wonders ; but the greateſt 
Miracle of all was his life, which he ſpent in the cor 
tinual exerciſe of all the Apoſtolical Vurtues, in 4 
my Humility, in a ſevere Mortification, in a 

Patience, proot againſt all forts of Injurics 
in a flaming CR and a tender Devoniop to the 
Mother of God, all which he praiſed to his death; 
to the Edification, and I may fay the Admiration even 
of the Idolaters 
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While Chriſtianity fpread irs Root deep through- 
out the Provinces, ut flouriſhed every day more and 
more at Pekin; the Emperor did not ſeem far from 
x. Hecame often to our Church, and did there a- 
dore the Divine Majeſty in fuch an humble man- 
ner as would have been commendable in a Chriſti- 
an. There are fhil Wricings from his own hand, 
wherein = acknowledges the beauty and the purity 
of our holy Law ; but a Heart fer upon ſenſual plca- 
fares can never follow the diretions of the Spine ; 
When Father Adam has been prefling upon him. Tos 
we, (aid he, in the right, but bow can you expe? that 
any one ſhould be able to pratftiſe all theſe Laws? Take 
away two or three of the diffculteft, and after that per- 
bays we may agree to theref. Thus this young Prince di 
nded berween the Voice of human Nature and Grace, 
thought that we might favour Nature at the expence 
of Religion; hp Father gave him to underſtand, 
that we were only the Publiſhers, not the Authors of 
the Goſpel. Nevertheleſs, my Lord, ſays the Fa- 
ther to hum one day, tho we propoſe to the corrupe 
World a body of Morals which ſurpaſs their forces to 
comply with, and Myſteries which are above their 
Reaſon to comprehend, we do not from thence de- 
ſpair to have our Dotrine received; becauſe we do 
it by his order who can enhghten the moſt darkned 
Underſtanding, and ſtrengthen the moſt weak Na- 


ure. 

Theſe difaculnes which the Emperor looks upon as 
inſuperable did not take any thing from that kindneſs 
and reſpet which he bore to Father Adam, He al- 
ways called him his Father, placed always his confi- 
dence in him: he made him ewenty viſies in ewo 
years; and gave him leave to build ewo Churches in 
Feb ; and order'd thole which in the Perfecurion 
had been demoliſh:d in the Provinc:s to be rebuile : 
nay granted him whatever could any ways contribute 

toward 
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toward the folid eftabliſhment of the Faich, which 
wichout doube wouli have made an infinite progreſs, 
had not a violent Paſſion changed the remper of hs 
Prince, and took him away from us at a time when 
we had the moſt need of his Protedion : we may 
juſtly ſay that his death was owing to an extraordina- 

grief for the loſs of a Concubine. This Woman, 
whom he had taken trom her Husband, inchned him 
to the worſhip of falſe Gods, to that excels that he 
was wholly altered from what he was before as to his 
Opinions of Religion. And that time ut was that he 
fall fick, his mind being full of Notions from the 
Banter, who (warmed in his Palace, and being vehe- 
mently tormented by his Paſhon, fo that he could not 
get a Moments reſt. In the mean while as he loved 
the Father extremely, fo was he defirous to ſee him 
once more before he dyed. 

Ac this laſt meeting the good Miffionary's Bowel 
yearn'd upon lim. He was kneeling at the Prince's 
Beds-feer, whom he had Educated as his own Son, in 
hopes one day to make him Head of the true Relig 
on. He ſaw him there under the load of a violent 
Diſtemper, diſturbed with the impure defires of un- 
lawful Love, given up to Idols and their Priefts, pſt 
upon the brink of death, and that death an Eternal 
one. The Emperor, who faw bim in this con 
would not let him ſpeak upon his Knees + but raiſed 
him up, and heard his laſt advice with ſomewhat leh 
prejudice againſt it than uſual ; ordered him after 
ward a preſcat of Tea, and &i{nnifſed him with ſuch 
marks os renderneſs as touched him to the bottom of 
his Soul, of which he was the more ſenhible, becauſe 
he never could bring it about, to work in ham a true 
Converhon. 

His death was equally fatal to the Benzes, who 
were thereupon driven from the Palace, and to the 
true Religion which was thereby brought _ 
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nails breadeh of deſtrution. Many Churches buile 
upon the Coaſts of the Maritime Provinces were de- 
firoyed, by an Edit which commanded that every 
body on Coaſts ſhould retire ten or cleven Miles 
thin Land, and deſtroy all Habitations within that 
compals all round the Coaſts, becauſe a famous P1- 
rate made ule of them in carrying on a War againſt 
the Emperor. They were alſo of going to run As- 
as, and order was given to drive the Portugueſe 
thence, when Father Adam uled his utmoſt effort to 
ave un. Arthis time all his Credit and latereſt, which 
he had employed lo much to the advantage of Reli- 
gon, ended. For in a little time he became the ob- 
e&t of the moſt bloody Perſecution that ever the 
Church ſuftered. 
The tour Mandarins who had the Regency during 
Emperors minority, moved upon diftereng To- 
picks, and eſpecially animated againſt the Chriſtians, 
to whom this Father was the main ſupport, put him 
and three of his Companions ito Priſon. Other 
Preachers of the Goſpel were ſummoned to Pekin, 
who met with the fame erearmerr,, and were loaded 
each with nine Chains. They burned their Books, 
their Beads, and Medals, and whatever elſe carned 
the Face of Religion ; neverthele(s they ſpared the 
Churches ; as for the Chriſtian Flock they met wich 
a more auld ulage. 

Thoſe famous Confeffors had the honour to be 
dragged before all the Sears of Judgment. There ic 
was that their Enemies did admire their Courage. 
But they were above all moved by the miſerable con- 
dinon of Father Adam. That Venerable old Man, 
who but a day or two betore was the Oracle of the 
Court, and the Favourite of a great Emperor, now 
appeared in the form of a Slave, loaded with Chains, 
and opprefied with Intirmuies, dejected by the werght 
and burthen of Age, but much more by that of ca- 
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lumny which labour'd to blemiſh hs Innocence. He 
had a fort of Catarrhe which hindred him from 
making his defence; *but Father Verbieff forſook 
hm not, and anſwered for him, to his Enemies, 
in fo ſenſible a manner, that _ ex could not 
enough admire the Conſtancy of the Perſon ac- 
culed, nor the heroical Charity of the Perſon who 
defended hm. However as innocent as he was, he 
was condemned to be ſtrangled, which i m Chains an 
honourable _ or _ $ but ER as the" 
thev repented that they not unjuſt enough, 
they repealed the Sentence, and gave another, where. 
in the Father was condemned to be publickly expoſed 
in the Marker-place, and be hacked ahve into ten 
thouſand pieces. 

The Supreme Court ſent the Sentence to the Re 
gency, and to the Princes of the Blood to have x 
confirmed ; but God who had call then ſeemed © 
have relinquiſhed hs Servant, began to ſpeak in fa 
your of his Cauſe by a terrible Earthquake. The whole 
Land were confounded at this Prodigy. Every body 
exclaimed that Heaven ilelt would puniſh the ing 
ſhce of the Magiſtrates: who therefore to appeaſe 
the People opened all the Prifons in the Town, and 
made an A& of Oblwion for -all Criminals, ev 
cepting the Confteſlors of JESUS CHRIST who 
were ſtill kept in Chains, as tho' they had been the 
only Victuns for whom Heaven had no concern. 

Burt becauſe there arrived divers and in 
particular fire conſumed great part of Court 
Juſtice, at laſt fear obtained that from theſe unrights 
ous Judges, which innocence could not. They 
Father Adem at liberty, and permitted him co go 
home to his Houſe, till the Emperor ſhould other 
wile diſpoſe of him. This great Man blemiſhed, w» 
deed to outward appearance, by an ignominious Sew 
rence which was never repealed ; but in truth i 
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away by the toil of an Apoſtolical life, but 
by the hard/bips and inconveniences of a trou- 
wlelome Pciilon. | 
- His death was too precious inthe Eyes of God, to 
be wnacoom pany 'd with fone lgnal bleſling upon the 
| cemains of perlecured Chiiftianiry. leis true 
that the Milonarics of the Provinces were baniſhed 
twCanes, among which three were Dominicans, one 
a Franciſcan, (and another of the ſame Order dyed 
m Pnlon) and one and ewenty Jeluits; yet four were 
kept at the Court, whom ghe Rrovidence of God 
made uſe of afterwards to letile Chnitianuy again 
wn ies priſtine [plendor. 
himlſelt cevenged the innocence of hrs Servants. 

Soy the hirſt Mandarin mn he Regency, the moſt 
dangerous Enemy the Fathers had, dyed a month oc 
wo aftrer, The lecoad, named Sowcama, Was atrer- 
wards indicted and condemned to a cruel death, his 
Goods Conhicated, his Children, in number ſeven, 
had ther Heads cur off, excepung the third, who was 
ant to picces alive, the puniſhment which that wicked 

had delign'd for Father Aden, and with which 

chaſhſed his Crimes in the Perſons of his Chil- 
dren. Tam quan-ficv, who had been the chief In- 
frument 1n the Perſecution , fared no better than 
them. Afﬀeer the death of Father Adew he was made 
Prefident of the Mathemaricks, and had the charge 
of the Kalendar of the Empure committed to him. 
Father Verbief acculed Inm, and plainly made ap- 
pear the ignorance of this pitiful Mathemancian. 

This was a bold ftroke, becaule the Prefidencs 
was very ſtrong, and the flames which had 
the Perlecution were not yer quenched. Bur 

many things concurred to give good fuccels to this 
Katerpriſe, The underſtanding of the Father, the 
B b kindnels 
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" kindneſs which the new Emperor had for the Ears 


, but eſpecially the particular Providence of 
ck 04 foceee 


they proved the goodneſs of our 


Mathematicks, 
Heavens did fo exaftly agree with what our Fathers 
had foretold, even above the ty which our 
Tables and Calculations could e us, that « 
ſeetned as tho! God had guided the Stars, in fuch 8 


courſe as was neceſſary to juſhfie our Miſkonanes ac 
count of them. 


The Prefident of the Mathematicks uſed his beſt 
endeavours to defend himſelf ; and becauſe he could 


not hide his yremnes in Aſtronomy, he endeavoured 
to put upon t 


whet theſe Fellow: adore, and what they would bave 
worſhip t00, @ Man who war banged, « perſon who wat 
erncified, It any one judge bereby of their uwnderffndug 
and goed ſenſe. 

Bur all cheſe Excurſions ſerved only to diminiſh by 
own Credit. This wicked perſon, more blameabl 
for his Crimes than for his _— loſt — 
and was condemned to death, Noewnhſtanding 
Emperor ſuſpended the Execution of the Sentence 
by reaſon of his extraordinary old Age ; but God 


himſelt executed his Sentence of Vengeance. He 
{mote him wich an horrible Ulcer, and by his forrow 
ful death, delivered Religion from this Monſter & 


Iniquiy. 
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udges, and perſuade them that the 
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a Racely Mauſoleum, which at this preſent = 5 
be ſeen, in room of a Sepu ichre, adorned with Sea» 
na and eve eral Marble Figures aceording tothe Cu 


chem —_ by their Perlecutors. 
This boy YRnes h gained thro' 
Father Verhiefs DR me the Miſhonaries 
to repair that damage which Heil had done. Befidey 
the Jeluics, there were ſeveral Fathers of the Orders 
of Se. Francis, and Se. Augufin, who cnctered into the 
Lords Vineyard. New citabliſhments were gained 
every where, and noewnhſtanding any Prohibition a 
number of Heathens were Converted to the 
, being more afraid of eternal puniſhment, than 
of that with which the Laws of Man feemed to 
threaten chem. 
$0 ardent and fo haſty a Z:al will perhaps make 
amazed ; but befides that Charity is always ha- 
, many things contributed to confirm thofe 
mighe elle be afraid of fatal conſequences. The 
of theſe is the great Authority which the Mifft»- 
have acquired at Court in a fmall time. Eſpe- 
cally the Emperor 1s ſathed that they deſpiſe Ho- 
mers, and that at home they lead an — 
BY z | 
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The Prince us inform'd of this fuch ways thati ns im- 
he ſhould be decerwed. He had informaninn 
rom Spics, of all that paſſed in ther Houſes ; evenſo 
nicely as to know theur Morthcations and corporeal 


Penances. 

He fends alſo to the Fathers Houſes a young Tar- 
tar, of good parts, under pretence to learn Philoſs- 
phy, bu in reality to diſcover the moſt ſecrer thing 
in their Families, and to be himſelf, 1 think, an 6 
cahon of oftence. He ſtays there a year, without 
knowing what the Princes intentions are, who havi 
ſent for into his preſence commands hum to m 
him all the private diſorders of theſe Fathers, and s 
ſpecially how they have behaved themſelves towarh 
him. And when theſe young Men conſtantly bear Te 
ſimony of the Fathers innocence: I fee very wel 
lays the Emperor, they have Rtop'd your Mouth with 
Preſents, but I know a way to open it again. The 
he makes him be ſeverely (laſhed at ſeveral times, ye 
1s not the pain enough to make the young Ter 
ſpeak againſt hs Conſaence. Which plealcs the 
Prince mightily, who would be diſturbed to find he 
ſelf decerved in the Idea which he has formed to his 
ſelt of theſe tervem: Mrfhonaries. 

This ob) thin afterward to take their part = 
an Aſſembly of the Mandarins, forme of which & 
not eſteem the Mifhonarnies becaule their outward as 
nage leems fo good. 4s for that Matter, lays it 
Emperor to them, neither you wor [ can find fault wil 
them, Aficr all that I can do to get information, | 
perſuaded that theſe Prople teach us nothing but 
themſelves prattice, and they are mdred a1 modefh a1 
appear outwardly to be. 

The ſecond reaſon which engaged the Em 
favour the Miſhonaries, was the great underſtand 
of Father Verbief, who in a {mall time was reckoned 
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learnedſt Man in the Empire in all Faculties. Hu Re- 
putation 1s every where ſpread abroad, and upon ma- 
ny occaſions his Opinion has the repute of an Oracle. 
Gme Mandarins one day ſpeaking of the Triniey, 
znd ufing it as a Fable, one of them faid, 1 ds net 
hw what the Chritions mean, and an 4; much 4 
a jaw; but Father Verbicht ir of that opinion: what ſay 
zu ts that ? Can « Man of bu ſont and mnderf 
mfoke ? They all held their Tongues, and 
wheld co this reaſon. So true » it that the uſe of 
humane Learning 13 fo far trom being (as fome think ) 
eppolice to the Spirit of the Goſpel, that ic ſome- 
rmes (erves to eſtabliſh ic, and to render the moſt ob- 
wwe my Reries therein credible. 

The third Reaſon, is that hearty love which the 
Emperor beheves the Miſhonaries have tor him: It is 
we the Miffionarrcs omit nothing which they think 
will pleaſe im; and as they are the moſt inflexible 
md reſolute againſt doing any thing contrary to their 
Religion, fo are they the complailant and ready 
weomply with all the reaſonable requeſts of the Em- 
peror. A Rebellion which happened at this time, put 
tinto Father Verbie#s power to do the Crown a con- 
bderable prece of Service. 

Oulang uci, that famous Chmeſe General, who had 
ought the Tartar: into the Empire, thought he had 
then a good opportunity to drive them out again. He 
was naturally courageous, and in Chenf commanded 


il the beſt of the Chineſe Soldiery, and had got together 


2 vaſt deal of mony. This made him fer up to be 


i Emperor, and made him believe he could eafily com- 


pals his deſign. And indeed he fo ordered his mat- 
ters that he made himſelt preſently Maſter of the 
three great Provinces Tumaew, Sourghowew, and 
Gurit cheow, afterwards a great part of the Province of 
Huquans acknowledged him. So that theſe poile(- 
bons and Chenfi, which he _ in pollefſion a poo 
Bd3 whiu's 
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while before made him Maſter of almoſt a third of 
Chms. 

Theſe Conqueſts ſeemed to be the more ſecure to 
him, becauſe at the ſame name, the Vice-Roys of 
Cuamtoun and Fekzen lollowed his example, and gave 
the Emperor on that fide a mighty diverſion, and 
beſide a powerful Pirate with a great Fleet attacked 
and in few days took the land Formeſs at the ſame 


came. 
Leſs than this would have ruined the Tarters, if 
had a1 concerted their buſineſs together ; but 
jealouhbe which does oft overthrow the firmeſt 
Leagues, ruined their Progets. The King of Folic 
fell out with that of Fermeſs, and to preſerve himfelf 
from being damaged by his Fleet, made his Peace 
with the Emperor, who gave him fuch aftiſtance s 
that he made his party good. The King of Swanron 
being unwilkng to be any ways under the direqzon 
or command of Osſeaxgeci, left hum, and put himſelf 
under the Protection of the Tarters, who turned if 
theit Forces againſt this laſt Rebel, more formidable 
than all the reſt cogether; for he was Maſter of al 
the Weſtern Provinces, and the fuccels which bs 
Troops had hitherto met with, gave them Heart and 
Courage enough to undertake any thin 
Atter the Emperor had tryed many ſeveral ways 
uo purpoſe, he law plainly that it was im to 
torce them from the places where they had entrench 
ed without uſing his great Artillery : but the Cannas 
which he had were Iron, and fo heavy that they dared 
not carry them over ſuch ſteep Rocks, as they mult 
do to come to hum. He thought Father Verbief might 
be aſlitant ro hiym in this matter ; he commanded the 
Father theretore to gre directions for caſting lome 
Cannon after the Ewrepean manner. The Fathe 
pretently excuſed himielt, ſaying that he had hved bs 
whole hits tar trom the naſe at War, that _ 
there 
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therefore hetle inftrufted in thoſe affairs. He added 


alſo that being a Rehgious, and wholly employed 
the concerns of another World, he would pray for his 


reogelg cor dmnery but that be hu begged 
that bus Majeſty would be pleaſed to give him leave 
= - ha himſelt with the warfare of this 
or 
The Fathers Enemies (for a Miffionary is never 
without ſome) thought that now they had an oppor- 
tunity to undermine him. They perſuaded the Em- 
peror that what he commanded the Father to do, 
no ways w the will or intention of the GE 
' was no more inconvement to him 
wo caſt Cannon than to caſt Machines and Mathe- 
mancal Inſtruments, eſpecially when the good and 
lafery of the Empure were concerned : that therefore 
without doube the reaſon of the Fathers refuſal was 
e he kepe Corref; with the Enemy, 
« leaſt becauſe he no reſpet for the Em- 
peror. $o that at laſt the Emperor gave the Father 
w underſtand, that he cxpeRted 1ence to his laſt 
upon pain of lohng hs own lite, 
having his Rehgion utterly rooted. our. 


ore ſcruple at the hazard of loting all that was va- 
liable. 1 have already affured your Majeſty that I 
have very hetle underſtanding in caſting Cannon, ſaid 
he to the Emperor ; but hnce you command me [ 
will endeavour to make your Workmen underſtand 
what our Books dire& in this affair. He took there- 
fore upon himſelf the care of this Work, and the 
Cannon was proved betore the Emperor, and tound 
to be extraordinary good. The Emperor was fo well 
pleaſed with the Work, that he pulled off hs Mantle, 
and 1n the preſence ot the whole Court gave it to 
Father Verbioft tor a token - I AﬀeRion, ay 
4 
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All the Pieces of Cannon were made wy light 
and fnall, but Rtrengchned with a ſtock of Wood 
from the mouth to the breech, and girt with ſeveral 
bands of Iron; fo that the Cannons were & 
nough to bear the force of the Powder, and 
cnough to be carried thro” any, even the v 
This new Arnllery did every way anſwer what they 
propoſed from it. The Enemy were abliged to leave 
their latrenchments in dilorder, and after to Ca 
pitulate ; for they dad not think it to hold ou 

inſt thoſe any longer, who could deſtroy them 
Mou: coming themſelves imo reach. 

Ou/anguei was himſclt dead : bis Son Haw: bes, who 
carried on the War, ſtrangled kamſcli thro? defj 
and the reſt of them were in a ſmall ome ured 
routed. So that, the Emperor then began to Reignyg 
Peace, and continued more and more to ſhew 
of Favour and Aﬀcdion to the Miffionaries. So 
Father Veorbief has often aghing laid, that the 
Vineyard was now open, that' the Heathens theas 
ſelves gave liberty to enter upon the Harveſt, byt 
that yet there were (carce any Workmen to bring 
it 1n. 

They ſend to lum for Paſtors from every 
Tartary, the Kingdom of Cares, the Provinces 
China, which have been left deſhture by the deaths 
theic anticens Paſtors, wnvite or rathec, preſs him. 
fuccour them. Neither does this ſcarcity come 
_y Oey wane? Zeoal ay oP the diffcrencs 
which have arole een the ſacred Congregatioh 
who ſend Vicars Apoſtolical into the Eaſt, and as 
King of Poriugel, who pretends to a right to noms 
nate all 12 Bilhops chere, exclufively co any ups 
riour Eccleliaftical Power. 

IT his Diſpute cools the ardour of thoſe fervent Mb 
lonaries, who dare not engage themſelves where the 
mult incur euher the indignation of their em — 
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i» the firm cſtabli our Holy Faith. But thus is 
one of the Arrane of Providence, which, after it 
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t olpel, even at the expence of wor 
racles, does ſametimes fluffer that the Zeal of Catho- 
han the Ha- 


RAE 
| Sad hos Prana 
to reform and encreaſe 


the new Chnſtianicty. This courageous Prelate had 
ance already milled his Voyage: For contrary Winds 


hening obliges him ſometime before to put in at 
, a conliderable liland under the Spamiſh Gor 
ps, he was pn CÞ.2008 _ - — | 
obliged to retrn inceo wa 
Manes, This accident which oo his fiſt 
meaſures, ſerved only to fill hs mind with new and 


thoſe greater ones. He came to Paris, where bus 
ineatons were well known. Rowe heard him 


He therefore once more over the Seas, and 
happily arrived at Chine, where he began to fcatrer 
abroad that Flame which ſhould warm all the Mifſi- 
onaries. The Jeluits and other Religious not only 
acknowledged his Authority, but allo took the new 
Oath which the lacred Congregation had opgulzend, 

a 


ly ſurpriſed all the Faichful bid elp ally af 
F , it cid elpeci 

the fervent Ecclefiaſticks who were the Com 

of his Voyage; the other Miffionaries fu 

with reſignation to the Will of God, being perſws- 
ded that whatſoever Providence a , 5 alway 
for his Glory, and for the good of the Ele, if they 
make a night uſe of it. 

This was ſweetned by the arrival of ewo other By 
ſhops, who a little while after ſupplied his place un- 
der the Title of Vicars Apoſtolical. The firſt wa 
Monſieur d' Argolis, an Italien of the Order of % 
Francis, noted among thoſe of his Order for his ex 
cellent Vertues, and extraordinary Knowledge. He 
had been employed in the chicteſt bulineſs « and 
our Holy Father thought he could not make 
of a wiſer Man than be to place at the Helm of 6 
founſhing a Miſſion. As he went by Siam, Mon 
fieur Confflance underſtanding his worth preſented him 
to the King, who would tain have kepe him in bs 
Kingdom ; but becauſe the Orders of the Holy Sz 
obliged him to go farther, he reſolved at leaſt 0 _ 

in 
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him marks of hu eſteem and affefion toward 
hm, in xg and ewo of his Companions 
of the ſame Order, a conhiderable Penſion. So that 
had it not been for the Revolutions which a lutle 
while after happened in hu Ki , this Prince 
worthy of a better Fortune, would have had his Miſſ- 

in Chins, as well as the moſt zealous Princes 
in Exrope. 


Since this wiſe Prelate hath been in Chins, the na- 


fron of the Heathen. He hath viſited all the Pro- 
vinces which the Holy See commicted to his care, 
conſecrating Prieſts, — and exhorting them, 
adminiſtring the Sacramene of Confhrmation, un 

all cheir affections as much as poflibly he could, w 
different intereſts ſeems to have cooled their mutual 
Charity to one another in JESUS CHRIST. 
And tho' one would think that the Portugueſe could 
never have a reſpe& for him, becauſe theic pretent;- 
ons are wholly oppolice to this inſtitution of Vicars 
Apoſtolical, yet he has behaved himſelt wich fo much 
Prudence, that all Nations here think themſelves Par- 
acularly obliged to him. 

The ( Buhop whom the Holy See nos 
hed wich the Ticle of Vicar Apoſtolical, is 1eur 
d+ Baſilee a Chineſe, educated by the Fathers of Saine 
Franci's Order, afterwards taking upon himlſelt che 
Order of St. Dominick When he was only a Miffionary, 
he had a flaming z:al for the Converſion of his dear 
Country, and during the Perſecution of Father Adam, 
he was the main ſupport of Religion in all the Pro- 
vinces which he travelled through, and ſtrengthned 
in the Faith. When he was conſecrated Biſhop, 
he urm__— all his Duties pertectly well, and the 
Holy See did fo far approve of his Condud as to let 
hm nominate his Succeiſor. He no.ninated = Yew: 

encr 


18o Of the Eftabliſhment and Progreſs 
General the Reverend Father de Leowſa, an Hakan of 
St. Francii's Order, who in his private Lite might have 
been a Pattern to the moſt ſtr& Religious, and in 
the important Employment of Vicar Apoſtolical, 
has ſhewn that he has all that Zeal, all that Prudence, 
and all that Conftancy, which the Government of 
a great Church requires. 

My Lord Biſhop of Baſilte after he had thus cho- 
ſen this worthy ſucceſſor of his Apoſtleſhip, fell fick 
at Nankin, and died full of thoſe ha Vithons 
whach God gives even in ths World to his Saints. 
At his Death that Faith ſhined brightly, which had 
animated him in hs Lifecime; and his laſt minuces, 
wherein he appeared to be fulfilled with the moſt 
ſenſible touches of Chriſtian hope, ſeemed to five 
him an antepaſt of the Joys of Paradiſe. All has 
trouble was for the Miſhonanes by whom he was affe- 
Gonately beloved, and for the Chnſtians who loſt 
in hm the firſt Prieſt, the firſt Religious, and the 
firſt Biſhop that ever Chme had yet given to Chriſt- 
anity. And as his bleſſed Memory was every where 
fpread abroad, they have fet up his Picture in ſeveral 
places ; which the Reverend Father 4s Leoniſſs ſent 
to the ſacred Congregation, to preſerve the 
of a Prelate whoſe own Merit, as well as our parti- 
cular Obligations to hum , ought to make eternally 
relpeted. 

Beſides this the Pope honoured Mr. Maigret and 
Mr. Piz with the Title of Vicars Apoſtolical, both of 
them Do&ors of the Sorben, diligent, zcalous, and 
ſet upon following the Intentions of the Holy See, 
and in a word Compamions of Mr. Heliepolis, and In 
heritors of a double portion of his Spirit. 

if the number of Miſſionaries had been anſwer 
able to that of the Paſtors, the Churches in Chia 
had now been perieftly filled; bur, as 1 have ſaid, 
the over care which every one has taken to provide 
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for it excluſively of others, has rendered bets 
defirous of going. Good men, nay even thoſe who 
have occahoned theſe diſorders, have mourned for 
them 
youred 


in ſecret. Some zealous Perſons have endea- 
to remedy this. My Lord Biſhop of Afws- 
fer and Paderbors , whom the care of his own 
Dioceſe did not hinder from extending his care 
even as far as the Eaſt, gave a ſettlement for fix 
Miſlionaries tor ever to Chme; but dving a lime 
while after, bus laſt Will was never m——_— Others 
in Frence, in Sper, in lrely, took a great deal of pains 
to help this forſaken Miſhon, but they could never 
compaſs their deſigns. 

Lewis the Great, who »s himſelf as zcalous for e- 
ſabliſhing the Golpel, as all the other Princes pur 
together, among the great Deſigns which he has been 
intent npon to make Religion flounſh in Exrope, 
thought that he ought not to neglect that which 
he might do in Afe. He was very ſenhible of the 
Neceſiities of Chime, which Father Verbie# had repre- 
ſented tro him in one of his Lecters, in the moſt ſen- 
ſible manner in the World; and although he very 
well knew, that he could not make Milhonaries (a * 

liy which no body can give us but the Vicar of 

ESUS CHRIST) he doubted not but that Reli- 
gpoules who were exactly Skilled in Mathemancks, 
in attaining, according to his Orders, an exa&t know- 
kdge in Aſtronomy, might at the ſame time with 
luccels, labour according to the deſign of thewr 
itution, in the Converhon of Infidels. He was 
very well fatished, that of all the means which hu- 
man prudence could advantageoully make ule of in 
the moſt holy Actions, there were none which pro- 
moted the concerns of Religion 1n Che more than 
the Mathematicks. 

Being therefore willing at once to fatisfie his zeal 
tor the adrancement of the Goſpel, and the were 
whic 
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which he had of bringing the Sciences to perfeRtion; 
he made choice of ſix Jelurs whom he thought capable 
of giving good ſatisfaQtion to the Learned, and Inſtru- 
avon nga Perſons Thoſe who were thus 
appointed, could have yiſhed they had all the abilities 
neceſlary for this Employment : They did neverthe- 
leſs ſer out with a good Will, being ready to ſacrifice 
their Lives and all their {mall Talents to the greater 
lory of God, and by conſequence to the pious De- 
figns of the greateſt Prince in the World. 

When we came into Chins, we found it in the 
Condinon 1 have been relating, the Harveſt was 

iful every where, but it was almoſt deſtitute of 
orkmen; or (to make uſe of Father Intorcetts's 
words, one of the moſt noted Miſſionaries) drowned 
in thoſe Tears, which the ſorrow of ſeeing her ſelf 
abandoned forced continually from her : BenediZm 
Den: qui ftcit nobiſcum Miſericordiam ſuam, liberwot 
wor & naufragin, wt prope naufragam neſtram miſhonen 
ab aquir lacrimarum, ſurmmique meroris eriperet, wel 
ommes in corde ſervo, & tanquam weres Socutatis filia 
wiroſque A mt um anms pr acordu amplettor Oe, 
Thus he ſpake to us in his firſt Letter, to 
us to afliſt in the glorious Labours of his Miffion. 

Providence put u into our power in a htle time 
to employ our ſelves uſctully there; and it we had 
done no other good than was the drawing after u 
by our Example ſeveral other Miſſionaries who fob 
lowed us, and who now are tull of their holy Labour 
in the Work of God; it would be a great comfort 
to us, and a very great advantage to Chis, Bur that 
which is much more comfortable 1s, that we have 
hereby contributed very much toward removing thoſs 
lets and hindrances to the propagating the Golpd 
of which I ſpake before. For at the Remonſtrancs 
of Father Tachaerd, ſupported ao by that of the Re 
verend Father General, Innocent X1. —— AX 
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To the moſt Reverend Father De 1a Chaize, 
Confeſſor to the King. 


Concerning the Manner how each Mi: 


ſronary preaches the Goſpel m 
China, and of the Fervency of the 


Applicaon, 


cauſe if 1 am war 
Rn fo exanly 


ces upon Earth,ha 

Renowned than all their partie® 
This Royal Protetion, under which we have 

Azuntedly affronted Dang®'5; thoſe Letters writ 

on our behalf to Sovercigns and their Ofhcers ; ©! 

magnifhcent Prelents, thoſe regularly ſectled Penhx 

tholc extraordanary Helps, (and what We value! 
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more) thoſe ſo grave Counfels, favouring ſo much of 
the Spiric of God, wherewith you have in a manner 
hallowed our Fuſt Voyages, and which we ſtill look 
upon as the (afeſt Rule of our Behaviour and Condye, 
are Benches exher received from your ſelf, or ed 
your means. 'Tis but juſt, moſt Reverend Father, 
in what part of the World foever we be, we 
hould reſtifie our Acknowledgments. For my part 
lam perſwaded that one cannot give you more folid 
Demonſtrations of them, than by maincaining by our 
great Zeal, what you have performed to our Advan- 
nge. I luppoled you w be ſatished, and that at 
kaſt I ſhould perform my Duty, by acquainting you 
with the Succeſs wherewith it hat led God to 
gown our Labour ; and what Benehs we may hope 
wreap from the Miſltionaries which you your ſelf will 
= at leaſt who ſhall come co us our of your 


In a Word, the Time I ſhall employ in writing to 
you upon this Subjeh, is fo far from any ways dunk 
mhing that duc Care, and conſtant Endeavour to 

e the welfare of our Miſſions, that without all 
, ogg will much contribute to their furure Efta- 
thikment ; for 1 hope that your Protection becoming 
thereby more effeual and fohd, will more advance 
ar Aﬀas, than all the Pains and Care which 1 can 
jollibly cake for their Succeſs. 

Purſuanc to the Firſt Projet that we laid, we were 
Mof us to ſtay at Pekin, inche Palace, and Service of 
es Emperor ; but Providence otherwiſe order'd it, 
ad they at laſt gave way to our Inclination, which 
, + Y noved us to diſperſe our ſelves all over the Provinces, 
kar the propagating of Religion. They were concene 
detain Father Gerbillon and Father Bowwer at Court, 
they immediately applicd themlelves to the Ru- 
of Languages with ſuch Succeſs, that they were 
in a Condition to affiſt the Chriſtians, yea, 
C © ant 
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and to be employed by the Emperor in ſeveral impor- 
tant Aﬀairs. The moſt confiderable, was the Peace 
berween the Moſcovites and Chineſe 5; the Treay of 
which, was then afoot 400 Leagues * A Fehin, whi- 
ther Father GerbiGon was lent with Prince So/an who 
was nominated Plenpotentiary for the Empire 

Nipebou was the place where the Miniſters of the 
Two Nations alle ; each of them having a Body 
of Souldiers attending, to terminate if Occation fer- 
ved, what the Negonation could not decide : the 
Haughtineſs of both, did ofrenzimes make them fly ow 
mo extremes, which would have proved fatal to bath 
Parties, if Father Gerbilles by his Diſcretion had na 
moderated —— _ He a—_— pang _ 
Camp tw Camp, e Speeches, pos d Ex 
ents, — cciied - Minds, and he tiflembled w has 
ever might be apt mutually to cxaſperate them 1n the 
Concluſion : He fo dexterouſly managed the com 
mon Intereſts, that the Peace was concluded to the 
Satisfa@tion both of Chineſe and Moſcovites. Prince & 
ſan was (o well plealed with the Zeal and Wiſdom & 
this Father, that ke declared publickly, that it « but 
not been tor him, all had been mn a deſperate Cond 
tion ; he expreſt himſelt about che macrer, to the Ba 
peror to the ſame effte&t, infomuch that this Pra 
had the Curioftity to be acquainted with him. k 
found him to be a very fſenlible Perſon, capable, is 
cere, torward to execute, and even to anticipate 
Orders. This Character wonderfully plealed 
Emperor ; he had a mind to have him near his Per 
at the Palace, in the Campaign, and in his Prog 
into Tartery, where he beſtowed upon him fo a 
fignal marks of Eſteem, that the Grandees of 
Court, might have perhaps conceived lome Jeak 
from them, had not the Father's Modeſty won 
the AﬀcRion ol every Body. 


Thele Firſt Fayours were followed by an 7 


ol 
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difary one that was much berter relied ap this Miſ: 
hohaty £ 'He pirch't mon ha for Nis/Tarde..ia Ma- 
thematics id ' Phiulofophy conjointly with Father 
Bover, whole merit he likewiſe much eſteem'd «- The 
Paſſion this Prince hath for Sciences, makes him very 
ineent upon Scudies every day in a manner Two or 
Three Hours together, which he ſpares from his Plea- 
ſure: It is more than probable, that by the inquiry 
into natural Truth, Providence will condut 

degrees to the eternal Fountain of Truth, withort 
which, all others ſerve not 4o much to perfet the 
Mind, ayt&puff it up wat Pride irvche oyes of Men, 
and retdermifinerculable before God. + + 

Father Prrbie# had already begun to explain theſe 
Sciences # him ; but, beſides his making uſe of the 
Chineſe Tongue in his Lectures, whuch is noe proper, 
by reaſon of 1s often repeated Equivocals, to illuſtrate 
Notions other wiſe obſcure enough of themſelves : Be- 
fides that, 1 ſay Father Verbief died. Theſe Fathers 

the Tartarian Tongue would be better hiked 
this Prince, and that it might ſerve their turn the 
to make their Notions ineelligible. It happen- 
& according to their Expectation , and the Emperne 
became in a ſhort time fo capable, that he compoled = 
Took of Geomerry. He afterwards gave it to the 
Princes his Sons, and undertook to be their Maſter in 
x; he calld them m—_ every day, explain'd to 
them the moſt difficule Propokicions of Exclid; yea, 
and this Prince having upon his Shoulders the Govern- 
Y ment of one of the moſt potent Empires of the World, 
td not diſdain, with his Rule and Compaſs in his 
Hand, to ſpend his Time in the Family in Specula- 
tons, which Intereſt alone ſcarce makes delighttul to 
pevate Perions. 

Whilſt theſe Two Fathers by their Credit made 
themſelves fie to be in a ſhort time the main Support 
iy of Religion, Father Font ancy, Father Vi/delou, and my 
_ Ce 1 | 
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ſelf djd endeavour not to be unſerviceable in the Prov 
vinces. Father Fonteney went to Neankin, Father Vil- 
delow took Care of the Churches of Chenfi, where 1 
fo remained lome time with him, from whence after- 
wards | removed to Chenfi, the ancient Place of Fa- 
ther Faber's Miflion, the Chriſhans of which Place, 
notwithſtanding therr having been celerted this many 
Years, do neverthelefs preſerve their hh ſt Fervency, 
and are ſtill look'd upon as the Adonld of that 
Flock, and Medel of other Beheverss We underſtood 
at that Time by our own proper Experience, what 
was often told us, that the Herveft truly was great, 
and that beppy « that Labourer whom the Maſter of the 
Harveſt doth pleaſe to make wht of to gather it m. Every 
thing is matter of Conſolation in this glonous Employ- 
ment; the Faith of the new Converts, the Innocence 
of the Ancient, the Aptneſs of the Children, the Ds 
votion and Modeſty of Women ; but yet one 1 mory 
elpecully afteted by fome emment and 
Converhons, to perceive the Work of Grace now 
and then wrought in the hearts of Idolaters. 

The Truth us, theſe are in relpet of us conre 
cing Proofs of that Truth which we preach and & ff , 
clare: For indeed, by what ſecret Charm could mJ , 
be able ro animate dead Minds, and raiſe them, (#1 
may preſume fo to lay) to Reaſon, to God, to all the , 
Maxims of the moſt pure and rehined Morality; Mind ff þ 
that have been buried, and unmerled from their ver 
Infancy in Fleſh and Blood 2 What Force and Powe, ? 
what Blandiſhment could be able in an inſtant, off 4 

4 


bring into Captivity rebeNious Minds under the You 
of a Religion fo ſevere as ours 15, if Jeſus Chriſt himiet 
did not work Miraces, and ifthe holy Spirit, by « 
inward and invitible Operation of Grace, did not 
ply the Defect of hs Mmiſters ? 

Thus is that, moſt reverend Father, which we ex 
rience every day, with aſtomſhing Comfort, wh 
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doth eſtabliſh, hen and ſettle us unmovable in 
the ſame Faith w God produceth in Idolaters. I 
would to God [ were able to relate to you particularly 
all chat in Chis on this Subje&, where in ſpighe 
of all « gy 4 Deth, Goo > Deratiuny 
and reſolucely Glori Yer not beingable upon m 

, Wn up the particular Memorial of 

I ſhall only contene my ſelf co tell you in Part 
what 1 my ſelf have obſerved in my Miffion, and af- 
wer what manner 1 have made it my Buſineſs co adorn 
it, according to the Ideas and Practice of the moſt 
gave and ancgent primnve Miſſionaries, 

All Buſineſs was reduced to Three principal 
Points; the Firſt was to cheriſh, and keep up the Piet 
of old Believers by the preaching of the Word of God, 
and above all, by particular Exhortations, which is a- 
bundantly more profiable and edifyingthan any thing 
that is ſpoken in Publick, where the Diſcourſe is often 
nor unde: ſtood, enher becauſe of the People's Seupidi- 
ty, or elle by reaſon of the Preacher's ill Utterance, 
md Pronuncuton. Theſe Souls whom Sunply- 
dy and Fervency make teachable, do oftentimes hear 
that, with Tears in thei Eves, which they do not 
cmmprehend but by halves ; but yer they always im- 
prove and edity, by wha they underſtand ly. 

are eſpecially moſt taken with Compariſons, 
Parables, and Hiſtories, and albeit they are not ac- 
quainted nor accuſtomed to that vehement, and ſome- 
ames paſſionate Action of our Preachers , yet for all 
that, they are moved and wrought upon, when they 
heak ro them with Earneſtneſs, and Concern- 

I no ſooner came to a private Houſe to confeſs ſick 
Perſons, or about other Bulinels, but pany you 
ould have all the Family, nay, and the Chriſtians 
two of the Neighbourhood Bock together about me, 
APY and intreat me to ſpeak to them concerning God. [ 
9 bad made but an indifferent Progreſs in underſtands 
_ CC 3 ing 
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ing and thew Tongue, dpecially when 
I firſt wk an——— 4 which neverthele(s gave them 
no manner of Offence, fo far from &t,- that if they 
could but never ſo lictle apprebend what [ meant, they 
never were cloy'd with hearing me- 

I have moreover taken notice that they had always 
rather I ſhould preach my felf, how barbarous ſoever 
rey Language might appear, than that I ſhould ger 
them 1aſtruced ; as 1 fomermes did by the help of « 
Ghineſe -Catechiſt, that had. been formed ſome tae 
beferc wExerciles of this Nature ; But my. Vis not 
being lo frequent .as I could haze wiſhed, L endeavou- 
red to make tha np by godly Books, with erhich by 
. God's _ Chins is tary well Rored, there having 


been ſome Wfaceacly rcalous,and able in 
campole Boaks, and that very politaly, upon all the 
Points of Rehgion - » 1 = 


They have very cunows and complete Catechilms, 
wherein the intwe and complete Body of the Doctrine 
of Chnſtianity, the Lita, Miracles, and Death of our 
bleſied Lord, the Commandments of God and the 
Church, are clearly explained. There are lkewile JF 
be found parnculer Expoſitions upon he 'Gelpek, Þf | 
Treatiſes upan Moral and Chraftian Duties, lome is 
Id Controverhes adapted wo every Body's Capacay, 
Practices of Piety for the dittcrent Conditions of Lite, 
Prayers and Inſtructions tor the Ule of the Sacre 
ments, a Body of Diraity for the Leamed, for 
have cranſlated forme part of 7 he. Aquarary, and laſt 
all, St, Ignatian's Exerciſes for thoſe that raind heaveny 
changs. Infomuch, that this ſprritual Seed of the evay 
ge hcal Word is (catered all over, and multiplied as 
Hundred-told. 

I could have wiſhed there might have been a Tra 
Jation.of the Aſai, upon the account of layi 
in Chaſe, together with an exat Verhon of the hay 
$criptures Contormable to the Permiflion obtai 
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fr that purpoſe the Miſe! was finiſhed, and Fa: 
ther Compler ted it fore Years ago to the Pope: 
However after having duly examined the Matter, ic 
was not & convement to make uſe of it, bue 
they conn to fay Maſs in the Latine Tongue, as 
in other Places. As for the complete Verſion of the 
ible, there are fach wei Reaſons why « ſhould 
noe forthwith be it would ſeem a raſh 
—_ —_— and fo much the more, 

ſe there i already expounded in divers Books, 
what is contained in the Goſpel ; yea, and even what- 
lever 1s moſt Inftrudtive in the reſt of the holy Scri- 


| The Second Method to increaſe the fervent Zeal 
8 cf Chriſhans, was Prayer : Befides the ume appointed 
ff for Maſs, | affembled them Twice a day to make pub» 
kk Prayers They ſung 1n Two Choirs with fuch 
| marvellous Devotion, that it made me wiſh that the 
+ & Enropran Chriſtians might have been winetkcs of 
e i} their Picty ; for their rude, and ſometimes ſcanda- 
+ & bus Deporrment before our altars, will certainly be 
» | condemned at the great Tribunal, by che Modeſty of 
sf coke later Chriſtians, | 
>» They do not underſtand cicther hnging by Notes 
| & Muſick as we do, yet have they Tunes of ther own 
« | compolure no ways unpleaſane, which fcems to me 
| Sundance more tolerable, than what are ulcd in fe- 
nal Socienes of Ewepe : They had likewile ſeveral 
p: fares of Inſtruments ; Conlorts they ſeem to admire, 
oh ff and our Villages in France would ferve their turn well 
a» | nough in chat poine. 
mij The Chineſe are of that Temper, that they had 
wed of ſornerhing ſenſible co herghen their Devorion z 
a | mprucus and magnificent Ornaments , Singing, 
pmpous Proceffions, the Noſe of Bells, and Initru- 
s, and the Ceremomes of the Church are very 
ing with them, and allure them to divine Service. 
Cc 4 i 


the New Chriſtians in China. 393 
The Women arc yet more anmmated with theſe 
Sentnments than the Men. All chair Churches are 
dedicated ro her under the Title of Chinmes tare, 
that s to lay, the Temple of the bleſſed Mother. 
There they mcer rogether, for they never enter un- 
to the Church of the Men, as the Men dare noe pre- 
fume to fer foot into theirs. Bur the love 
that the Chinſtians have for Jelus - make them 


really Devour, and walk worthy of the Profeffion 


had bis bed for os ; Teſws who died ts ſave wi. Be- 
ing it s the Myſtery wherein we moſt carctully 1n- 
ſtrut them, fo it 1s 1hat they moſt Nedfaſtly believe. 
Erery one ſhall have their Crucitixes in ther Cham- 
bers ; and noewnſtanding the nakednels of our Images 
&d at firſt give ſome oftence, yet have they in pro- 
cels of te accuſtomed themielves to ther. We 
&ſtnbute them to the People with ſome precaution, 
for fear they may chance to fall into the hands of 
ldolaters , who might cicher chrough ignorance or 
malice, be apt to profane them. 

And thi was the reaſon why afrer Maſs was (aid, 
| commonly removed trom the Alcar a large graven 
Cruchx, Pagens do oltentumes come out of cu- 
nohty to fee our Churches ; now they might have 
flole it away, or {; of it ireverently and blaſ- 

; which nevertheleſs was not to 
pals by Paints of Chriſt's Paſſion which I left 
with them. 


Now as for Chriſtians, we are far from conceal 
ing trom chem this ſacred yay few Redemp- 
tion, or from diſſembling in the arcumſtancs 
Sr —poy 
cerning it is a ,» t 7 
Books and Cuts therein engraven, have long ago 
Gproved and confuted. IE 
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The Crofi'is carried 'publickly in the Screets in 
Procefion, planted on thetops of Churches, painted 
over the of the Chaiſtans Houles.' 1 have no 
the Ceremony of the "Adoring of 
| ' every Good Friday 'publickly, 
more Adoration than in Chins; nay 
Mliſted chertzr 


ever come to vifhe rhe Miſhonares ; 
but they may be ſpoken with mn ther Churches, or 
elſe one may cauſe them ro meet every Fortmighe to 
lay Mals, and adminiſter the Sacrament to them; 
they dare not come otrner tor fear of Scandal, the 
Laws of the Country doth not fo much as allow 
them that, becauſe che d1iforders that ha every 
time the Pagan ' Women viſit 'the Temples of the 
, Cadleth our Allmiblics to be fulpeted, and 


affords a ſpecious pretence to the Gentiles to cry 
down Religion. 


a man” cannot imagine what 

rut may be reap'd by ic 1 came two this Church up- 

Evening to hear Conteflions. Tn always 

« place expoled © every ones new ; for in the 

cale one ammoo'ats with wo mach cauron. On 

morning | ficuſhed ty Confeſſions of thai 
t 
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himoltcv1y ne of them place theday 
Almoſt every one of Contels, and w 
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ſo to do exery day if or | Ganees 

hether it; bs rgnderneſs of 
ior the Sacramere, _— —_— 
w hemiolves,.1 know not, but they think they can 
hee apart to diſcover their Faults, 
. abundance of to. hear 


thea ; 12d doug otwally fo mald dilpatati 
would. take it very ill to be handled 


their Fauh — Sleeve: we 

Penance on them, nay tho' it be a 

reduce them from cheir ordinary peccaduloes, yer do 
not they find ® {© hard © bow] ond Jowene fax 


As for notoyaus Sins they very rarely commit 
them, becauſe chew Condmon mag t from 
Ki if they could 


on 
Log matrer = 


Thus 1s not an afteted Excommme of the Chance 
; 1 do farthlully and honeſtly —— 
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have ſeen, and I judge of other Churches by this 
whereof 1 have the Care and Condutt. 

The Inſtrudion of the Youth of riper years gave 
me as much trouble, I was perſwaded that this 
Age above all other, __— culewating, eſpecially 
in Chins, where many things concur to make them 
have an averſion for the ſervice of God : their cafie 


Yet was | willing to diſcharge my Duty by ſere- 
ral ways and means. That wich appeared to mg 
the moſt eftefual, was to take a Chriſtian School 


Ceremonies of the Church where they affiſted x 
Maſs every day. This Praftice did alſo product 
— The Children of [dolaters who 


under the Tumon of the ſame Maſter, 
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Erangelical Frum , that is to fay real Converſians. 

It were to be wiſh'd there were a good number 
of Chriſtian School maſters that might teach gratis 
in Cities, that would be the beſt means to 
Rehgion, and to preſerve good Manners, -_ 
up decorans in Families ; but the Mifſonanes are 
tac from being in a condition to maintain them, that 
they are hard put to it to ſubhiſt themſelves; for they 
do not lead ſuck a Life as fome ill informed, or rather 
ill afte&ted Authors would have made the World be- 
lieve they did. Nay, and I ſpeak even of thoſe who 
are at Court, who ſeem by their outhde to live in 
the affluence of all Accomodations. It is true in- 
deed they go in their Silks, (according to the mode 
of the Country) when they go to viſit Perſons 
of Qualicy, yea and they are ſomenmes carned in a 
Sedan, or clſs on Horſeback, attended by Servants. 
All which is neceſlarcy to keep up their Credit, and 
preſerve the ion of the Mandarin, tor want of 
which the Chriſtians would be often oppreſt. Bur 
yet that makes the Miſſionaries to lead an hard Lite; 
for thele expences conſuming theur whole Revenue, 
or Penſhon, which never amounts to an hundred 
Crowns per Annam, the (mall portion that remains 
s ſcarce ſufkcient to live on. The Miſlionary us 
rery decently (not to ſay very poorly habired) in hs 
Houſe ; his Lodging 1s very mnconvemient, he lies 
upon the hard Ground, or upon a very thin Quale 
without Sheets. As for his Table, ic is fo frugal, c 
there s never a Monk in Ewrope to whom the Canon 
preſcribes ſuch a vigorous Abltinence; ſome of them 
pals whole Years rogether with only Rice, legumin- 
ous Vegitables, and Water ; tor the Thee that is uſu- 
ally drank, is ncuher pleaſant to the Palat of a Chane/e 
nor a Foreigner. 

However, [ {peak only of the time that they are 
iatheur Houſe 3 toc as loon as ever they cume abroad 
ty 
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to travel about the Provinces, and vo ſeek the 1 
Sheep in the Villages, Mountains, and the moſt re- 
more places, one is not able to expreſs the continy« 
al fangucs of heir Miffion ; (1 ſpeak chiefly of thoſe 
thats perform in the Weſtern Provinces; for the 
Channcaly that water almoſt all the Provinces of the 
Sontly; make theſe Perambulations lefs tedious.) Then 
it that they labour Night and Day, hem Barns, eat 
wich the poor Country Men, and are expoſed to the 
ſcorching S#mn, and the moſt vehement Cold, otren- 
times covered all over with Snow, and wet to the 
Shin with Rain. And then we meet with nothing 
to comfort us at our arrival but fervent Chriſhans, 
that quite weary us out by the exerciſe of our M- 
oO they' expe from us. 

The Province of Chenſi, that fell ro my care, © 
one of the vaſteſt in all Chins. 1 had fome Chri 
ſtians and Churches eſtabliſhed an hundred League: 
of one another, whether 1 muſt go by Roads & 
toilſom, that even Horles are of no uſe. They hat 
Mules bred in the Mountains, and managed for theſe 
fort of Journeys, that is to ſay, for the caficſt Ways; 
as for the other Ways you are fain to foot it, whe 
ther you creep on all tour up the Rocks, or deſcend 
into the Precipices. You crols over the Valley is 
Water and Dirt, expoſed to Tygres, but yet mort 
to Robbers, whoſe retreat the Country docs favour. 

They are not like thoſe fine Ways and delight 
ful pleaſant Champain Provinces of the South, w 
Art and Nature have ſeem'd rather to have mad 
for the delight of the Inhabitants, than for «he cov 
venience of Travellers. The Valleys of the &þ 
and Pyrenees are much more paſlable; and one mat 
properly lay of Chine, that where it 1s fine not 
in the World is ener; and when it ceaſes to be 
nething 1s more hornd and frighttul. Neverthe 
lince the death of Father Faber, ono takes delight 

, want 
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travel along theſe tedidus Roads that he watered 
formerly with the ſweat of his Braws, where he hath - 
ſhed abroad that (weet favour of Holineſs, that ſtill 
upholds the Faith of Chriſtians, and anmates the 
Zeal of the Miſhonaries. 

The other Churches of this Province are more * 
eafily come at. I ſpent a great part of the Year in 
travelling from Village to Village, - j 
Preaching, adminiſtring the Sacraments to Believes 
that aſſembled upon my paſlage 1n all che places that 
| appointed. 1 divided my Time between them and 
the Idolaters, whoſe Converhon always more 
frequent in theſe ſolitary remote places mg—_ 
Cries, or in the Metropolis of a Province. 
of them there were, who being already convinced 
of the Truth by reading, or by their commerce with 
Chriſtians, came of their own accord to receive 
Baptiſm: Others ſhaken, and rouzed cicher by their 
tnnons Friends, came to hear Diſputations, and 
at laſt furcendred themſelves to the Grace of JESUS 
CHRIST: Many alluced by novelcy, or by the in- 
—f oo === 
ways di with a great t; 
whom ſome there were that withdrew from the Di- 

more hardened than ever ; yet others more 
ful 1.he drawings of the Spurt, gave Glory to 
humbly acknowledged their Errors. All 
in theſe ſorts of Controverſies, was, that 
deliver my felf as I would. The dith- 
plainin = ſelt in a foreign Language 

Truth of its Weight and Power. 1 
if Lcould but have ſpoken my native Tongue, 
Id not have been one Idolater in my Au- 
, that ſhould not have opened his eyes to Truch 
and then to Faith. Bur belides that, Men com- 
ſpeak cnough of. x: to make every Man 18+ 
as Xt. Paw jaith; yet 1 made moreover 
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this Refletion , That he that Plants, and he that 
Waters, what pains ſozver he may take, and how 
expert ſoever he may be in Planting and Watering 
well, yet does but very little by that. A Man oughe 
to refer this great Work of converting Souls to God ; 
'tis he alone chat cauſes theſe Plants to encreaſle, that 
nouriſhes them, that raiſes them up to himſelf, ac- 
cording to the order of his infinite Mercy and eter- 
nal Purpoſes. And at theſe fer Times fixed and or- 
dained in the eternal Counſels of Divine Predeſtina- 
tion, how many times have 1 ſeen a few ill words 
pronounced ſenhbly to triumph over Error, becauſe 
the Holy Spiric, that Maſter within the Ele&, doth 
unfold the ſenſe of them; whereas prolix Diſcourſes 
have had none other eftet, but only to harden the 
heart; when, by a juſt Judgment, God was not 
pleaſed to accompany them with an extraordinary 
evidence and demonſtration of the Spirit. 

You will, without doube, moſt Reverend Father, 
be exceeding glad to underſtand the nature of the 
main difficulnes we meet wicthal m the Converſion 
of the Gentiles. I have obſerved three forts of them, 
that ſeem peculiar to the Chineſe. Perſons of Que 
lity, and thoſe who would be thought wiſe, objeRed 
chefly againſt the Myſteries: Their hearts roſe 
chiefly againſt the Trinity and Incarnation ; a God 
that was penetrable, a God that could die, was no leb 
in reſpet of them, than of the Jews a ſtumbling block 
and a piece of folly. The Exiſtence of God, Eter- 
nal, Supreme, inhmtely Juſt, infinitely Power 
went ealily down with them, and the convincing 
of it that I urged to them, made them ſomenmes 
forbear entering into the Laſts with me thereu 

To proceed in order, and to follow the road 
which Prudence and Holy Fathers have chalked os 
for us on thele occahons , 1 divided our Religion ur 
to ewo parts. In the ficit I propoſed to them wi 


: 3 TEFITTYTY” Ee er 


the New Chriſtios in China, 464 
ſhever Reaſon exempe from Paſſion dictates to us. 
That there is a God ; that this God being infinitely 
Holy, enjoyns us to love Vertue, and ſhun Vice, tro obey 
Princes, to reſpet our Relations, to do no wrong 
to ones Nerghbour ; that good Men that are often- 
times miſerable in this World, enjoy a certain reward 
in the next: That on the contrary wicked Men, 
who (| _— = in —_— + ry. are n- 

y pun after death : Thar this ſame Hope 
nd Fear, that are the beginning of Wiſdom, are 
kkewiſe the firſt rule of our Demeanour ; bur yer 
that the enflamed Love that every Man ought to have 
for this ſupreme Arbitrator of Life and Death, us 
capable alone to render us pertedt. 

After f had convinced them by theſe Maxims, I 
bid them practiſe with this Spirit of Love and Fear, 
theſe Divine Leſſons; proftrate your ſelves every day 
beloce the infinice Majeſty of this God that you ac- 
knowledge ; in this poſture, with tears in your Eyes, 
ind an Heart broken, and contrite with grief for 
knowing him fo late, beg of him from the bottom 
« your heart, that he would pleaſe to raiſe you to 
theſe ſublime Truths, which Reaſon doth not difco- 
er to you, bur which it hath pleaſed him to reveal 
»the World by his beloved Son, which at preſent 
= up the particular Character of the Chriſtian 


tt was not alwavs ſuch an caſie matter to obtain 
what | demanded; the moſt part of the Gennles 
xcuſtomed blindly to purſue their Paflions, found 

; difficulty ro embrace this Novel-kind of Late, 
; en to believe che moſt abftruſe Myſteries Yer T1 
an aſſure you, Reverend Father, that of all thoſe 

bc ſubmicted thereto in carneſt, I ſee not any that 
Sn not a few days after dilpoled to beheve the moſt 
Mcule chings which the New Teſtament ceacherh 
So true it s, that Faith s the gitt of God, char 
þ}J & cannot 
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and thole obtain , who follow our Saviour's 
Counſel : Seck and ye ſhall find, knock and & ſhall be 
opened to you. God indeed, to accomplith this pros 
male, did concur pretty ofren to the Converhon 
in a moſt miraculous manner, and I obſerved in 
Jeveral new Converts ſo many enhghenings, juſt up- 
on their reſolving to hve well, and be conſtant in 
Prayer, that the Holy Spirit muſt needs have ills 
minated them. 

A Gentleman whom reading and diſputing had 
made to waver in his Opinion, could not yet relobe 
to believe; yer he determined nownhſtanding © 
practice the Morality of JESUS CHRIST, ſuppolny 
that a good Life would much conduce to dif 
Miſts. At the firſt his Doubts got ground of hum 
inſtead of being vanquiſhed : The more he looks 
npon the Croſs, the more did his Spirit revole. Ke 
compared the Fables of his own Religion with the 
ignominious death of a God-man, that lays the Fows 
dation of ours. They both ſeem'd to him equaly 
ndiculous ; and take what care he could to ſearch 
nothing could he find that conhirm'd him more # 
Chriſhanity, than in Idolatry. His Relations at 
divers of his Fnends and Acquaintance, uſed ther 
utmoſt endeavour to win him over to JESUSSpe 
CHRIST, but all to no purpoſe, and he was 
upon the point of taking up his old courſe ag 
when our bletled Lord ſtopt him upon the very bei 
of the Precipice 

One Night (as 1 had it from his own mouth) 
ſaw im his Dream Heaven open; JESUS CHRB 
appeard to him tull of Majeſty, iuting at the r 
hand of the Father, and ſurrounded with an n 
company of bletied Spirits : on one hand he the 
him thoſe eternal Rewards that are promiſed to G 
ſhans; on the other he diſcovered to hum pron 
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the New Chriſtians in China, 403 
Abyſes, which the Torments and Shreiks of a great 
many Idolaters made gaſtly and frightful. That & 
thy pertion, lanth he, with a threatning countenance, 

thew dof# not follow me. Oh | Son, continued he 
with a more mild countenance, Muff my Croſi dil- 
cdrage you? And muſt a death which 11 the ſource of 
wy 2077, make you aſhamed ? 

This Viſion frighted him, and he awakened quite 
another Man ; he d1d not look upon it as a Dream, he 
& not bute himlelt to hind out what extraordinary 
ung, chance, and an over-heated imagination were 
capable oftenumes co produce during (leep: the poor 
Man being perſuaded that God had ſpoken to comy 
&mandcd to be baptiſed with a great deal of importu- 

&y : nay, and he was fo far from having any trouble 
1 "hrs to the belie! of our Myſteries, that he pro- 
uſed he would willingly pare with hs life to detend 
he Truth of chem. 

Another leſs knowing, yet mnch more obſtinate, 
&d not only not forſake his Errors, bur did even {coff 
& and deride our moſt holy Myſerics, and was pre- 
kat at my inſtructions, only to jeer them: yer Fad 
ie permitted his Wife to turn Chriſtian, becauſe he 
us not willing, by crolling her defire, to breed a 
nce in his Faruly. But laid he would have a 
geat care of following her example ; for tear the 
Sold ſhould be apt to believe that ail bs Family 
run mad. 

Being naturally of a more ſ{pricely temper, and 
ker than your Chineſe ulually are, I endeavoured to 
| by fair means, more than by Diſputation ; at 
th, perceiving neither of them prove cftedual, 
went one evening to hs Houſe © fee him, and 
ing him aſide 3 1 depart to morrow, Sir, laid I, 
am come totake my leave of you. 1 muſt necds 
tels it 1s not without fome lorrow, not only be- 
| leave you, but more elp<crily becaule 1 leave 
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you in your Errors. Art leaſt, before my departure, 
do me one ſmall kindneſs, your Wife » a Chriſtian, 
ſhe hath an Image of the God-man, whoſe Religion 
I Preach, do fo much as Proſtrate your felt ſome 
umes before chu ſame Image, and beſcech him whom 
Ie ſents to illaminate your mind, if it be true 
that he hach power fo to do, and if he be capable of 
hearing you. He > me he would do it, and 
preſently after my back was turned he performed hs 
iſe. 

His Wife, ignorant of what had paſt, ſeeing hin 
upon his Knees adoring JESUS CHRIST by ofe 
bowing his Head before this Image, ſuppoſed he wa 
Converted, and ſent one of her Relations into a 
Houſe adjoyming where I was, to acquain: me with 
it: I ran thither, and found nm fill fo taken 
in this Action, and in Prayer, that I had not a mi 
to interrupt him. 

As ſoon as he roſe from his Knees, 1 told him | 
could not ſufficiently Ggmhe my joy to him, oces 
froned by the wonderful change God had lah 
wrought in him. 

How ! faith he, all amazed, &id you fee at fuchz 
diſtance what paſt in my mind, * or hath God » 
vealed it to you ? JESUS CHRIST himſelf, reply 
I, lets me underſtand fo much, for he acquams s 
that thoſe who ask any thing of his Father in bs 
name ſhall be heard! Oh! Father, cryed he, « s 
trace, I am no longer the fame Man, 1 ve mn 
felt a Chriſtian wrhout ver knowing wo Chit 
mty means ; but pray inſtrut me, 1 am ready 
ſubmir, and to receive Bapriſm this very moment 
you pleaſe. 

I cold him I baptized no body before 1 had firſt 
ſtructed them, that being obliged to depart, 1 
nominate a Chriftian to whom he might have 
courle in my ablence. He conſented tocrery thi 
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and we proſtrated our felves before this miraculous 
Image, to return thanks to the Divine Majeſty, who 
can, when he ſees good, from the hardeſt Scones raiſe 
up Children unto Abrebem. 

Amongſt ſeveral other effects of that Grace, where- 
with ut hath pleaſed God to ble6 my Miffion, the 
Converhon of an old Officer in the Army ſeems 
worth the relating to you. From a private Senrinel, 
he was got up to be the King's Lieutenant in one of 
the Cincs of the third Order, notwithſtanding he was 
very rich, yer had he never a Concubine ; his Wite 
| being a Chriſtian, obliged him to live in a more re- 
= golar manner than other Mandarins. But nothing 
could determine him to turn Chriſtian ; not that he 
= was bigorted to Pagamiſm, his defire of advancin 

himſelf in the World took up all hw thoughts, a 
{ had cill chat tune never owned any Deuy but his For- 

tne. Thus indifferency for all forts of Religion, is of 
| & all conditions the moſt dangerous; and I have tound 
| by Experience that a Man is never at a greater di- 
kf ance from che true God than when he acknowledges 

none at all. 
fl Yet had hea great value for Chriſtians, becauſe he 
adihed by their 1ngocent lite. When 1 chanced to go 
thu City he always made me a Vile; and becauſe he 
thought it pleaſed me, he went ſomenmes into the 
Church to hie Proftrate betore the Altars. 1 thereupon 
took occalion to lay the bulinels of his Salvation home 
whim, but he heard the moſt ferrous things, that I 
boke to bim chereupon, with a ſmile. 

One day ſpeaking to him of Hell in a more cerri- 

ing manner than uſual; you mult not be lurprized 
x* my undauntedneſs, ſays he, u would be a great 
tame for an old Officer, as 1 am, to be afraid. E- 
mer fince | turned Soldier 1 took up the refolution to 
kar nothing : but after all, ſaich he, what reaſon can 
| have to tear, 1 do no body wrorg; I ſerve my 
Dd 3 Friends, 
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Friends, and am faithful to the Emperor, and if hers 
rofore 1 have been ſubje&t ro the uſual diſorders of 
Youth, I am at preſent remperate enough in my 
Plealures. That vs as much as to lay, replyed [, 
that you ſtrive to gratifie the World, but you are 
no wile folicicous to render to God what you owe 
to him; could you imagine you ſhould be a good 
Officer , in diſcharging the particular duty of your 
Calling, 1t you refuſed at the ſame time to obey and 
acknowledge the Emperor. 

'Tis not enough to be regular in all the Actions of x 
private hſe; the principal duty of a Subjet us to ſub 
mit to his Sovereign, and the whole duty of a Mas 
1s toown and tear God, You are in the right, law 
he, I do ferioully think it. You think fo in vain, 
replyed I, it that God, which I ſpAk to you of, dos 
not give good thoughts. Beg of him this Evening» 
enlighten your Underſtanding, he will hear you 
Voice; but do you remember allo to hiten to bs, and 
follow 

Altho' I could hope no more from this D:(courk, 
then from ſeveral other preceeding ones, yet I & 
ſerved he was wrought upon: I mention'd fome tua 
thing to his Wite, who took an occaſion thereupes 
to ſpeak home to hum, and one of h« Ofticers _ 
very Z:alous, and well inſtructed, defired him at 
to aſl:ſt at Evening-Prayer to be performed in 
Houſe. His preſence ſtirred up the fervency of 
Domeſticks, and they all beg'd of JESUS CHRBT 
that he might be Converted, with Cres and Te 
which the inhnxe goodneſs of the Alnghty © 
ſcarce ever withſtand. 

From this very moment he began to waver, 
the various thoughts he revolved 1n his mind a g 
part of the night concerning the danger wherein 
was, made him take up a refolunon to go t 


with Religion, But cur Lord min{trufted him © 
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cerning it immeduately 3 for he ſenouſly eſted, 
that being a lictle ſleepy, he had ſuch hornble repre- 
ſentations of Hell, that he was no longer in ſuſpenſe 
whether or no he ſhould reſolve: upon his awakening 
he found himſelt a Chnſtian, or at leaſt he took v 
a hirm refolution fo to be as ſoon as poflible dent 
He forthwith repaired to the Church where 1 ſaid 
Maſs; when it was hniſhed, I was (urpriſed to fee him at 
my Feet begging Bapulm of me, with his Eyes bathed 
n-Tears. Weeping, I lay, for ſcarce could he utter 
his mind, ſo much did his Sighs and Tears interrupe 
ts Diſcourſe : he ſpoke hkewile with a much more 
conhdene Air, and there was obſerved in his Aftion 
[| know not what fort of fear, that had feiſed him, 
of which he was not Maſter. Whether it was that 
hs imagination was ſtill ſmitten with the repreſenta- 
non of Hell, or whether God by this change was 
pleaſed to make us, as well as him, apprehenhve thac 
all the bravery and haughtineſs that War is capable of 
nipiring, is not proot againſt that ſaving horror 
which he darts (when it Sol him) into the moſt 
andaunted Hearrs, 
| had a great mind, according to my cuſtom, to take 
ome 111me co examine and inſtruct him, bur he proceſted 
that he would not go our of the Church al he was 
baptiſed. Perbaps I ſhall dye thu very night, (ard he tome, 
ad you will be grieved to know me eternally dann'd, His 
rfolution not to torſake me, the mntreaty of Chri- 
Bans, that went down to the ground to me to ob- 
tain this favour , and I know not what internal mo- 
bon prevailed upon me. I examined him about eve» 
y point of Religion : he underſtood one part of it, 
learnt the reſt with fo much cafinefs, that ewo 
tours after | thought I could initiate him into our 
Myſteries. His Converthon made a great noiſe m the 
Ciy, ſeveral Idolaters followed his example ; and 
in Heaven ulclt there is rejoycing at the repen- 
Dd 4 tn 
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tance of one finner; there is no queſtion but the 
Saints and Angels were joyful of the Converſion of 


this very Man. 

This — 0 ſpirit to 7 My. 
ſterics, how difficult fozver ur ma yet is it not 
the thing that enki he Gate molt ; ſeveral & 
ther conhderations are greater rubs in their way. The 
firſt 15 the refticution of ill gotten Goods, which in 
reference to the Merchants and Mandarins 1s an ab 
moſt —_ obſtacle. * 

Injuſtice Cozenage are lo common in Chas, 
in theſe two conditions, that few of them there are 
who have enriched themſelves any other way. A 
Merchant always puts oft his Wares at the deareft 
rate he can poflibly, and never utrers his Mer- 
chandiſe but when he cannoe get nd of his Cun- 
ning and Craft, fo peculiar to this Nation, ſeem to 
or. it to the nght of Sophiſticating all chings. But 
the ſandy of our Religion doth not permiz what 
human Laws tolerate: a Man when he is- become 
Rich by unjuſt dealing, muſt come and make up bs 
Accounts with God, when he does in carneſt x Gor 
he is come tothe knowledge of him. 1 muſt conteb 
that I never infhiſted upon this point but it made me 
tremble. Thus 15 for the molt part a Rock of offence 
to a Chineſe, 

They do not boggle at the Myſteries, nor ever cal 
them in queſtion, and the reaſon » becauſe they ſeem 
not cut out for ſpeculative Sciences. But as to the 
buſineſs of Morality fchey have a certain penetrating 
apeneſs, and chink chemlelves lictle inferiour to us. 

© tit 1s very true, ſays a Merchant to me one day, 4 
* Man is not allowed to defraud or do wrong to bs 
* Neighbour ; but it is not I that Cheat when I (ell tos 
* dear, or when I put off my bad Scufts, the Buyer + 
* buſes himſelf. As he for hw part defires to have 
* them tor nothing, or as little as he can, f lagrge 
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"it So [ kkewiſe am in the right to exact large rates 
' from him, and to receive them, if he be fo fimple 
* as to give them me; this is the fruit of our Induſtry, 
*and this profic w no violence, but the effet of my 
* Calhng, that teaches me to improve my Trade. 

* Moreover, adds he, alcho* it ſhould be true that I 
* ſhould poflels another Man's Goods, and that 1 
* ſhould have commited a fault by ennching my ſelf 
*at bus colt ; how can I have the Conſcience at pre- 
' ent to ſtrip my Children naked, and reduce them to 
" beggery ? Believe me, Father, thoſe from whom I 
* have extorted what they had, have I'll warrant you 
"done as much to others, who again have tha 
' themſelves afrer the ſame manner. Here it is the 
" Cuſtorn to deal thus, and every one mn iculac, 
* (if they have any reaſon) ought mutually to par. 
"don one another for thele ſmall faults; otherwiſe 
"we muſt undo and overthrow whole Families, and 
* introduce a diſorder worſe than the miſchiet that one 
" hath commicged. As for my part 1 freely pardon 
" thoſe who have chouled me, provided no body will 
7m me about the pretended wrong | have done 

m. 

This us the Language of the Children of darkneG, 
of whom JESUS IST faith, that it s caher for 
a Camel wo go through the Eye of a Needle, than for 
arich Man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Let a Man repreſent to them what be pleaſes; yer 
will they always have their own way, being more 
obdurate than blind , I ——_ 

cs, and an unbyaſſed r in others See 


an example of what I lay, whereot I have been 
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he might reſtore it. This was look'd upon as an he- 
roical Afton by the Chineſe; now the Mandarin of 
the place would not let him do it without a recom- 
pence, he made an Encomiuns of it himſelf in a DiC 
courſe that was printed in a large Charatter, and af- 
hx'd upon the Palace-Gate. 

But God Almighty, ro whom even natural Vertues 
are acceptable, was infinitely more gracious to this 
young Man. For proceeding on his Journey, a perſon 
unknown to tum accoſted him, and ſaid how came it 
to paſs that you reſtored the mony fo generouſly ? Do 
no you know that it 1s none but the Chriſtians dury 
to d5 ſuch things as theſe, and know, that in the ſtate 
wherein you are, all your moral Actions will not 
hinder you from being damned: believe me you will 
do well to go to the Father of the Chriſtians, and 
embrace their Religion, withour which all your up 
righeneſs and natural equity will ſtand you in no ſtead 
atrer death, 

He immediately obeyed, and returned back to find 
me out, he related ro me with abundance of modeſt 
fmplicty what had happened to hum, and ever and 
anon he would be ſaying ; what is it to be a Chnit 
an, and what would you have me do? I mſitrutted 
him with ſo much the more cahnefs, becauſe he took 
nothing amiſs: in a word, he was indued with 6 
1 ny rr x >. mt | was _ taken 
with tum ; fo that when I found him well dil; 1 
proceeded to the baprihing of hum, =_— im ins 
way to ſanRife his good inclinations for the future. 

The Devil, who underſtands the blind fide of the 
Chineſe, as to matter of Intereſt, hath inſpired the Ido- 
laters with a Maxim that always retains them in ther 
Errors. The People fancy that one #s Chriſtan 6 
nough if one be poor, and that Chriſtanity was the 
Religion of beggerly Fellows. So that if there hap 
pen any mutortune in a Family ; it chere —_ 
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be a Chriſhan in it, all ochers preſently lay the blame 
pon him, and load him with their wmprecations. 
One cannot without a ſtrong Faith refiſt this Perſe- 
cution, and when one propoſes to an Idolater, =- 
Cn ND in, OED 

ehgion ; inward Grace muſt be exceeding Rrong 
> lies biz 6s Brccitiee bs Barns, © to for- 
fake, as he imagines, all his temporal Intereſts. 

This very reaſon ſways almoſt with all the Manda» 
nns, who venture all as ſoon as they think of be- 
comng Chnitans. Father Adaw's tall, that drew 
along wich i ſo many iIluſtrious Famihes in the late 
Perſecution , my their _ ill Rand an end. 
They know that the Religion of the Earopeans is not 
| of by the Laws, and withal that they may 
deprive all fuch as embrace « of their Lives and For- 
tes. What Protetion foever the Emperor may 
grant to the Miſhonaries, he may hereafter revoke 
x, he may die. And the Parhament watch all opor- 
ruruties imaginable to rooe out Chriſtianity ; fo that 
the fear of ng Bo. riches of Ned, 

we a multneuc of ererna f 
ar le they cannot ſufficiently value, nor know the 
worth of. 

But now it a Mandarin, who has any work of 
Grace upon his Heart, wave all theſe confiderati- 
ons, yet upon his Converſion, he means with another 

2 obſtacle ro his perſeverance, full more difhi- 
cule to ſurmount than the former. Since the Penſions 
of the Officers are not ca to ſupply the uſual 
Expences of their Farmly, they have no other fund for 
tomaintain it belzdes injuſtice. | 

The Miniſters of State, and chief Prefidents of 
Sovereign Courts of Judicature of Pekin, do under- 
hand exa&t conſiderable fums from the Vice-Roys. 
And theſe latrer, to make it good, have recourſe to 
the principal Mandarins of the Province ; who again 


lay 


412 How the Goſpel is propuſed to 
lay a Tax upon the Subalkern Ofkcers. None dare 
preſume to diſpenſe with x, without ru into the 
danger of being quite undone, infomuch that every 
one of them, he may maintain his Poſt, gapes 


o_ _— yarn we the ambiton of 


the Grandees, ed ſome of inferior Rank, 
have introduced into the Empire fince the laſt Revo- 
lution, pres a mortal blow to the eſtabliſhment of 


ny Fo 8g rp, becauſe 
n in, ceaſes to be a good Chriſtian, 
and robs, or elſe he ceaſes to be a Man- 
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nature, that might d matter of Edihcanon ; but 
being I ſet down nothing but what 1 have ſeen, [1 
ſhall content my ſelf to relate a more recent example 
which likewiſe much afteed me. 

A fervent Chriſtian of the Province of Chenf, 
after he had innched himſelf in dwers hogourable emp 
, did at laſt retice from the World, reſolving © 


Church in the Country, whicther 1 ſometimes went 
to Admumſter the Sacraments, and Baptiſe the Cha 
techiſts, whom he took ſpecial care to train up him 
ſelf, But his Houſe Randing in a place that was # 
great thorow-tair, the Troops that are continually 
going, and commg in Chas, lad all hu Gay 
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the New Chriſtians in China. 41} 
waſte, not _ to do the leaſt to rboſe 
of his neaghbour Idolaters; and tha is the Reaſon 
that induced them to deal wich him at thes rate. 

The Chineſe are wont publickly to belch our Curſes 
againſt thoſe that do them wrong, eſpecually, it they 
cannot be revenged of them other ways. It a man 
hath been rob'd in hs Houſe, and one cannot diſco- 
ver the Robber, cvery Morning and Evening for feve- 
ral days together, the Family's Bufineks »s to curſe 
him ; by - Mother, Children, and the Ser- 
vants, take ut by turns, and reheve one another in this 

, and wiſh him all miſchief imag n—_ 
they have, db = ſo _ ) _ 's of 
x re Ex ons, w they repeat 
an Hundred Times, Ls as loud > po ay 
are able, at the Gate, or upon the Houle top ; 
they imagine that the Robber will come to ſome harm 
by thera, wherever he be, "till fuch nme as he hath 
made amends for the Wrong, 

Noewithſtanding,there is not one of an Hundred of 
theſe Kobbers, that give any heed to; this tedious Noile, 
, fome there be that are fnghted at it; and this 
| r prevents abundance of Violences. Chnſtans 
, who love their Enemies, and wiſh well to thoſe that 
do ill by chem, are far from curfting them ; fo that the 
Soldiers that 1 cold you of, fearing the Curles of the 
Gentiles, ſpared their Goods, and fearing nothing from 
the Wrath of this zealous Chriſtian, they plundred his 
Houſe, ſtole his Fruir, cut down his Corn, and pluck' 
my Trees : So you fee his extraordinary Patience, 

upon him all the Damage which otherwiſe would 
hare equally fal'n pon others. 

His Friends more concern'd at his Loſſes than him- 
ſelf, ofren laugh'd at his inſenhblene(s, and reproach'd 
ham much what in the ſame manner as Fob's Friends 
G&d -him on fuch a like Occaton, telling hum, that 
all bu Blefng of God, would not ſecure him from lo- 


ling 
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fing his Eſtate, and probably not from ſtarving : Br 
wedic Dev, & morere, blels God and dic. 

They were always telling him, that was a ſtrange 
Thing, that for the bare Obſervance of hu Religion, 
he would fee himſelf reduc'd co the urnoſt Extremny, 
If fo be, ſay thev, you are afraid your fell to utrer Cur- 
fes againit thoſe Rogues, ſend one of your Servants 
to do it for you, or elſe let out your Eſtate to Gentiles, 
who will not be troubled with theſe ridiculous Scru- 

les. 
- This Man abounding mm a lively Faith, and 
that godly Sunphaty fo conformable to the Goſpel, 
made Anſwer, that all he had, was at Gods difpolal, 
that he would preſerve it, and that upon the whole, 
he had rather recerwe Hurt, than to do any. He told 
me one day ; my Chuldren cake it very ill, chat 1 leave 
my Houſe, and Goods, at Sixes and Sevens, to be plun- 
dred at this rate : You know, 1 have my particular 
Reaſons to dothus, but they have none at iſito com- 
rm lince the Goods do not belong to them ; they 

ave wherewithal to hive, without being beholding to 
any Body, upon what I have reſerved for my ſelf; 
but altho' they ſhould be in want, yet, I had rather, 
when 1 come to die, leave Exam of Vertuec for 
cheic Portion , that contribute to the ſaving of ther 
Souls, than Riches, that may make them loſe them 

Theſe Sentiments, moſt reverend Father, were 
ſuch matter of Joy, that I am not able to expreſs it to 
you- I ſaid ſometimes to my felt in the Excels of 
Joy, I: there mere Faith than that m Ilracl? No, 
Lord, 1 have loſt nothing by leaving Freece, fince1 
find ſome Saints here ; thy Spiru bath mdeed filed 
the Earth, and that profound Science of Salvation, 
that we in Exrope have enjoy d tor fo many Ages, be 
gins at length to be ſpread abroad to the Extremine 
of the World, by the ſturendous E ficacy of thy holy 
Word. 

Ne vers 


A. —_ > oe < _. 


: 
J 
; 
| 
" 
\, 
Cf 
- 
ly 
+ 


the New Chriſtion im China, 415 
Nevertheleſs, becauſe his Children were very ur- 
with me, to find out forme Way or other to reme- 
this Diſerder, and that indeed un was convenient 
to prevent the Gentiles Malics from prevailing over 
the Chriſtians Patience; I permitted them on fuch 
Occahons as theſe, to make uſe of Thremmnings wn- 
lead of Curifings; and to tell them, 1 wilh you no 
Harm, yea, and 1 forgive that you have done me; 
but God who pleads my Cauſe, knows how to puniſh, 
tho' 1 do not pretend to do it : the Tre will come, 
when you ſhall be {(mirr=n with all the Anatberns'; that 
unjuſt Violence deſerves, and that Curſe he 
ſends on you at preſent, will be to you the Source of 
all the Miſeries which his Law forbids me to with to 
you. This Expedient took EfteRt, and the Chriſti» 
ans growing cloquenet for their own Intereſt, did fo 
bvely repreſent the Judgment of God, that the Idola- 
ters LES longer blame them. 

The Second Obſtacle in my Way in converting the 
Chineſe, proceeded from the muletude of Wives which 
the Laws of that Country permit them ; that is, in 
relpet o. the Perſons of Cualuy only, who, behdes 
their own Wives, take 2s many Concubines a5 they 
arc able (0 MINT; tor as to the ordmary Sort, they 
have not Wealth cnough to allow this Expuace. 
The Manderim arc by their condition debar'd from all 
ordinary Divertlements, they arc permicred only to 
cat now and then with their Friends, and g:7c them 
a Phy; Gaming, taking the Air, Hunung, prvate 
Vide, publick Aſſemblics would be lookt upon in 

. as Ciimes of State ; fo that they feck no turther 
than their Houſe to find wherewithal © lupply the 
want of thoſe Plcatures which the Laws abcidge 
thern ot. 

Here and there one of them anvlics himſelf to yu 
&, asthe furcit means to advance him ; but th2 oreac- 
at parc of the Mandarin compole a kind of Sewraglo, 
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416 How the Goſpel is propoſed to 
wherein ther ſpend all the time that they can Red! 
from their Aﬀais. One may judge by that, how lic- 
de they ae inclined te deprive themſelves of Delight, 
to be farihed with one Wife, whoſe Age, nay, and 
many times Antipathy, have but already too much 
diſguſted them. 

Ic is true, thoſe who are converted, are permitted 
to take one of their Concubines to Wite, in caſe the 
lawful Spouſe hath not a mind to turn Chriſtian; bur 
the Laws prohibit them to do fo: And in Chins, one 
cannot divorce hn Wite, except m fome very few par- 
ticular Caſes authoriſed by Cuſtom : Moreover, the 
Relations of her, whom her husband ſhould have thus 
repudiared, would certainly be revenged on him, nay; 
and would force hum by Law to take her again. 
that when we propoſe © the Mandarin: the other 
Difficulnes of our Religion, they diſpute, they conſs 
der how to uer them; they do not deſpair to de 
Violence man Go Inchnatons ; but this Laſt Point 
diſcourages them at firſt Daſh , and deprives them of 
all - was. wt of being converted. 1 will give you a no 
table Example of what I lay. 

[ was going one day from one Village to another; 
in pretty bad Weather, and making haſte to ger there 
in time, 1 heard an horle-man behind, who gallopt 
up to me ; he was a man of berwixt Fifty and Three 
ſcore, well mounted, and atrended by ſome Servants! 
As ſoon as he had overtaken me, he told me, that the 
preat Eſteem he had for the Chriſhan Religion, gave 

im ſome thoughts of gerang humlelf fully inſtructed 
therein, and that nothing could ever be able to divert 
him from ches Reſolution, becauſe he perceived in b# Sills 
mind, a wonderful defire to embrace it. This Ar# BR 
dency, faith 1, Sir, without all doube comes from God BYor 
Fleſh and Blood do not inſpire ſuch like Sentimens Bhd 
into you; for my part, 1 am ready to affit you; Iiſkorſe 
hope on your part, you will be perſwaded to nr 
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the New Chriſtin in China; 417 
the Voice that calls you : We were afooe in the middle 
of a great High way,and taking him afide aliecle, 1 be- 
to inſtruct him : every thing appeared Rational to 
Fm; and after having run over all the myſteries that 
ge moſt difficule, I adviſed hum to follow me into the 
Church, whicher x was my Duty to go, when [ call'd :o 
mind that I had forgot the material Pointe ; 1 ſuppole 
bs, added I, that you have no Concubines, or at leaſt, 
are re{olved| to fend them packing; tor withour 
you are not ignorant, that it 1s not allowed 
Chriſtians to marry ſeveral Wives. The Religion 
which _ and Jeſus Chriſt caught, applies «lelf 
principally co wean our Hearts from fenſual pleatures, 
tay, and doth even ſometimes exhort us, to deprive 
our ſelves of choſe which Reaſon permits. 

How, faith he, ſtartl'd at this, am 1 obligd CF 1 
have any thoughts of being a Chriſtian) © turn off my 
Concubines ; ah ! what hurt is there in keeping 
them ? what will People lay of me inthe World ? what 
all become of my Children ? and what will become 
«my felf ? But, is that ſame really an Article which 
annot be diſpenſed with ? 1 endeavoured to pacihe 
im, and make hum apprehend, that he laboured un- 
&r a miſtake : If to overcome the Difficulties of his 
_—_ he relied wholly upon hs own natural 

h, and prefent Inchnation ; God, (aid I, who 
tows our corrupt Nature, hah lecrer Methods wherc- 


* alliſt us, that we do not at Firſt fo much as 
ul 


of ; endeavour only to keep alive that good 

he hath granted vou, he will accompliſh the reſt, 

you will find your (elf changed in reſpet of this, as of 
llother things 

He bſtencd to me a good while wichour ſpcaking 2 

Word, bur at length taking hy leave of me on the 

, and making a low Bow, he mounts brisk'y or: 


oc a4 Anon Dro ne 


back, puts Spurs to hrs Horle, and ics fl Speed 
ards the Place from wheace be came; 1 quickly 
E © lt 


41% How the Goſpel is ed to 
loſt fight of him, but methought I Rill ſee him, fo 


hvely was ts Countenance for ſome time imprinted 
upon my Spirit ; and 1 am ſhll quite diſconfolate, for 
loſing a Soul in an inſtant, which the Grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt had been fo long a preparing for me, 

But now in reſpet of Womens Converhon , it s 
much more difficult. A Concubine,for Example, ac- 
knowledged the Verity of Religion, and the Miſers 
bleneſs of her State and Condition; ſhe had a grext 
Dehire ro come out of it, and receive Bapnſm, it wa 
cold her, that the firſt Step that Faith acquired of her, 
was to hve ſeparately from her pretended Husband, 
andto farſake her fins; fo far ſhe conſents, nay, fie 
defires it with all her Heart; but obſerve what there 

reſents to her ſelf, I belong to a Mandarin who 
ghte me, it Igo out of his Doors, he hath right © 
claim me, and cake mc again, and infit Puniſhment 
upon me as his Slave. It by good Fortune I avoid ty 
Purſun, whither can I retire to be in more Securuy? 
my Kindred who fold me dare not harbour me, and 
ſhall infallibly fall into the hands of another Perſos 
who will engage me in the State that I ſeek to avoid; 
I muſt therefore remain in the Houſe where 1 am, bu 
how ſhall 1 be able to refit a brutiſh Fellow, whoos 
ly confulrs his Pafftion, juſtihed by the Laws, and Ex 
ample of the whole Empire: it s to no purpole to lay 
before him the holinels of Chriſtianity that 1 defirew 
embrace ; my Intreatics, Tears, yea, my Rehiſtance 
and all the Efforts that I, poor I can make, are nt 
able ro hinder um; neverthelefs, 1 am reſolved w 
run away whatever it coſts me ; Order me to do loms 
thing, but pray do not rctule me baptiſm. 

It fo falls out ſometimes, that an Idolater taking 
diſtaſte at ſome extravagant Caprichio of his Chriſtus 
Wite, does wrongtully accufe her, and obtains leave 
by the force of Money to fell her to another; yea, ſoms 
times without any legal Proceſs of Juſtice, ——_— 
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and retires into another Province; this Woman gets 
into the hands of another Man : How can ſhe avoid 
Sin,receive the Sacraments, and perfevere in the Faith ? 
in ruth the Mifhonaries are at their Wit's end, ha- 
ring at that time no other Courſe torake, but rogo 
to Prayer,that God, who f1ncerely defires the Salvation 
of all men, would pleaſe to make uſs of thole fecrer 
means, that his Almighty Power 1 wont to produce, 
when his ordinary Providence, and the Ettorts ot 
cur good Dehres , prove ineftectual 

We have, moſt reverend Father, ſo much the more 
Reaſon to hope for theſe diſt ingurſting Favours from 
God in fach like Occabtons, becauſe he often grants 
them, even then when we do not jndge them abſo- 
laely neceſſary. Ir is crue, Miracles are not fo com- 
mon in Chizs, as the State of that Empire would ſeem 
wo require: The tmperor to whom they have rela- 
ad rho which God hath been pleaſed to work in 
other Nations, does ſometimes reprove us for it. Are 
we, faith he, in a worle Condition than the Barkeri- 
aw, that have fo frequently ſeen their Sick healed, 
and their Dead raiſed to Life ? What have we done 
tw God that he renders our Converſion fo difficule ? 
You come from the utmoſt ends of the Earth, to preach 
wa new Law to us, contrary to Nature, elevated a» 
bore Reaſon: Is it Juſt, that we ſhould cake your 
Word for un 2? Do ſome Miracles that may warrant the 
Truth of your Religion, 1and Ill pals my Word tor 
the fincerity of our Faith. 

We have frequently told him, that God was the 
Maſter and Giver of theſe Gifrs , and that he diſtri» 
buted them, according to the Decrees of his eternal 
Wildom ; that it is out of our Sphere to fathom their 
Depth ; that ſometimes he did not work theſe Prod 
pe in Kings Courts, becauſe he forelaw the il] afe 
they were likely ro make of them; ſometimes becauſe 
ging them better Parts and Abilnes,and more Pene- 
EC 32 T7 


420 How the Goſpel is propoſed to 
tration than to others, theſe ordinary Graces were 
ſufficient for them ; whereas the hmple, and the 
rude, uncvilz'd Nations, ſtood in need of the fenhi- 
ble Marks of his Almightinefs, for the more eaſy dif- 
covering of the Truth; yea, and it s more than pro- 
bable =: » NE ern ho Bate yon va ſuch en 
mity with t rit Bleſſed Jeſus, Sottnek, 
Ambition, and Luxury of Perſons, draw upon 
them this terrible Chaſtiſement, and that God in hu |} 
juſt Judgment refuſeth Miracles to Perſons, who do | 
themlelves refuſe to ſubmit to the moſt plain, and 
ordinary Laws of Nature. 
But, my Lord, (have fome replied) the Cy 
of that great Number of Miffionaries, who jo 
forlake Exrope, where their Quality, Eſtates, and their 
Science, ought naturally to detain So - who traverſe 
a Thouland Dangers, tocome hither to ſacnihce them 
{zlves to the Happineſs of your People ; and with fo 
unbiafled and conſtant Zeal Sir. Is not there forms 
thing of a Prodigy in it ? and ſhould it not be as pow 
ertul to perſwade you as Miracles ? If they be ſuch 
Knowing, Lea Men as Majeſty allows them 
to be, how do they abuſe ves? and it they be 
Wile, as you ſeem to think them; why do they abat 
don all the Pleafures of this World, to come fo tart 
deceive others, and all ro no 2 Aker allth 
Refletions they have made this Hundred Years upon 
the different Religions of Chme, there ts not one & 
them,who hath not judg'd them all wholly contrary® ha 
Reaſon; but during ſo many Ages that we have ew the\ 
mined the Chriſtian Religion, we thave not obſervel med 
amongſt us one wiſe Man, and of good Morals, th 
hath ſulpeed of PFalſhood. Thetc Aniwersdo ut Var 
ally put him to a ſtand, and force him to make certai 'Ory 
Refletions that do not a hrtle diftorb hmm. he 
In ſhort, moſt Reverend Father, if Miracles Tiles 
wanting at Pehin, the Bulineſs 1s otherwile in the F - 
ry ” 
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the New Chriftion in China, 421 
vinces, ſeveral are there wrought, and :5s{e of Father 
pan grace known, that it is fomewhat dif- 
kcult not to believe not that I go abour'to juſti- 
hie all chat is related of thoſe, nor of great many 
more Prodigies, which they relate on ſmall grounds ; 
bat,you'll give me leave not to doube of thoſe whereof 
| my felf have been Witneſs; and peradventure, moſt 
Reverend Father, you rely ſo much upon my Since- 
ney, as to be inclined to believe them likewiſe upon 


Teſtimony. 
yh a Village in the Province of Chenfi,near the City 
of San-wyen, there lived an Idolater, devour in his way, 
and extreamly addicted to theſe Superſtinons : At che 
ime of Full Moon, he burnt commonly in honour of 
bs Gods, Gilded, —_—_ n, - A. in 
dferenc ing to om of che Coun- 


” 

One day g to Offer this kind of Sacri- 
cs before his Gate, there aroſe a Storm that forc'd 

him co retire into his Houſe, where he hgheed the (a1d 

Papers in the muddle of a Hall, without caking any far- 

ther Care ; but the Wind blowing open the Gate 
| dove them up and down every where, and they had 
|| acttime to prevent one part from flying into a Stack 
| d Straw, which ſet fire on the Houle. 

People came running, but the conflagration became 
b furious, in a moment that it was impoſlible to extin- 
it. The oudanens ide ajoymeng ro the bo 
, belonged coa 1an, 4 this crime ſcem' 
ſhalf encompaſſed with the Flames driven furioully by 
teWind) to be in Danger of being quickly quite conſu- 
ned ; this poor Man, attended with divers ochers, got 
rat and did his Endeavour, bu allin 

ain, to defend himſelt from the Conflagration ;z when 
ks brother very confidently came as near the Fire as 
te durſt y, and fell on his Knees upon the 
Ties, and looking up to heaven, (aid, Q Lord, for- 
net thoſe that put their Truft in thee; all that thou 
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bat beftowed wpon ws u bere +, if we loſe it, the whole Fo: 
mily « reduced to the utmoſt Extremity: Preſerve it, © 
God, and I promiſe before thee, that I will aſſemble all 
the Chriſtians im the Neighbourboxd, and we will got 
Church together, to demonſtrate my acknowledgment of 
the ſame. Thereupon, he looſed a ſmall Rehque from 
his Chaplet, threw it into the middle of the Flama 
that by this time cover'd part of the Houle. 

This Action, perform'd with fuch a ſprightly At, 
did equally attrat the Attention of Chriſtians and 
Idolaters, who mightily aſtoniſhed at their Comps 
mions Confidence, expeted the event of the Bub 
neſs; when Heaven all on the ſuddain, declar'd it fef 
in a moſt miraculous manner ; The Wind blow 
violently, forthwith {lacken'd, and a contrary Wi 
ſtronger than that ariſing at the ſame time, drove the 
violent Streams of the Flames to the oppotne fide, up 
on the Houſe of a wicked falſehearted Chriſtian, that 
had lately abjured. It was conſumed in a Moment, 
becoming an Example of divine Vengeance, as the 
Houſe that Heaven preſerved, was an evident Token 
of his Proceaion, 

I was at that time Six Miles from the Village. 'Ts 
true, my urgent Buſineſs hindred me from being my 
ſelf upon the Sport; but I ſent very credible Perioss 
thither, to be inform'd about it. The Pagans firſt & 
all, bore Witneſs to the Truth ; and ſome while after, 
the Chriſtians thereabouts, conducted by bim who ws 
lately heard in his Prayer, appear'd in my Churchto 
fulfil his Vow ; where with one accord, they eccho't 
torth the Prailes of the Great God, who alone 15 ad 
to cauſe his Voice to be heard by the moſt infeniibe 
Creatures, to the Confuſion of falſe Gods, that at 
not themlelves capable to hear the Voice of rations 
Creatures 
| Some Months after, there happened a thing no ks 
ſurpriſing, the Conſequences whereof, were very bs 
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neficial to Religion: An Idolater of an indifferent 
Fortune, fele himſelf aſſaulted with an unknown 
Diſtemper; it was {o catching, that his Mother and 
Wiſe ſhar'd in it likewiſe : Two or three times a Week 
he fell into fainting Fits, which at the beginning, 
lbok'd like Swooning, and then turned again into cru- 
el Head-aches, Pains in the Stomach and Bowels, 
ſomenmes they found themſelves extreamly agitated, 
w if they had had a Fever; they loſt the uſe of their 
Reaſon, their Eyes rolled in their Heads, and men 
ed by ſeveral other unuſual Poſtures, that the De- 
nil had a hand in the martrer 
Thev were the more perſwaded to jt, becauſe they 
often found their Houſe all put out of Order, the 
Chairs, Tables, and carthen Veſſels overthrown, not 
knowing on whom to lay the Fault, The Phyſicians 
whole Intereſt it was to pals Judgment, that Nature 
onthe one hand, and the Malice of the People of the 
Family on the other, were the Cauſe of theſe ſeveral 
Ations, made uſe of all their Medicines to Cure 
them. The Bonzes on the contrary aflured them, that 
the Devil was the Author of the Miſchief, and de- 
manded unrealonable Alms to ſtop u's Courſe. So 
that the good People abuled on every hand, had thrown 
way all their Eſtate in Four Years tume upon the 
Covetouſneſs of theſe Impoſtors, without fakes any 
B:nehe: However, ſeeing the Diſtemper aferder 
them ſome Intervals, they ſought up and down in the 
Cities thereaboutrs for new Remedies for their Grieks. 
One Day, this Idolater going for this purpoſe to 
the chief City, he found a Chriſtian upon the Road, 
tw whom he told his Condon, and how miſerably 
he was handled ; no Queſtion, faiththe Chriſtian, bur 
t's the Devil that corments you ; but you well deſerve 
t; Why do you ſerve fo bad a Maſter ? we fear no 
ſuch thing, becauſe we acknowledge one God, whom 
the Devils adore; yea, they eremble before his Image ; 
EE 4 and 
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and the Croſs only that we wear about us, hin- 
ders hum from commg near us. If you will accept of 
a Piture of JESUS CHRIST, and you and al 
your Family will Honour it, will not bo hens be- 
fore you fee the Eftets of it : However, it 15 ſoon tried, 
it ſhall coſt you nothing, and you may judge by that, 
that I have no other aim but your bo 
The Idolater conſented to it, and han the ho- 
ly Image in the moſt honorable Place of the Houle, 
he proſtrated himſclt before u with profound Reſped, 
and begged every day Morning and Evening of ou 
Saviour, that he would vouchlafte to heal his Body, and 
enlighten his Mind. His Mother and Daughter fob 
lowed his Example, and from that very Moment the 
Diemm abandoned the Place, of which JESUS 
CHRIST had taken poſſeſſion. 
Theſe goo4 People growing ſtronger and _ 
at 
They 


in Faith, as the evil Spirit gave ground , 

to think of being Converted in good 
came to enquire tor me at Signenſon the uſual Place 
of my Reſidence, and demanded Baptiſm of me; they 
had already got themſelves Inſtruced; they had more 
over got allthe Prayers by heart that we teach the lat 
Catechumens : Bur thewr Diſtemper making a gre 
Noiſe in the Country, I was willing ev Body ſhould 
be Witneſſes of this Converſion, and fo went to the 
Village my (elf, hoping this Miracle might ſettle Chr 
ſtanicy therein, upon a ſolid Baſis. 

Juſt upon my appearing, all the Inhabicants follow 
ed me to the Place where the Image was ſtill hanging; 
then 1 begun to tell chem, that they were not to gus 
ſtion the Verny of our Religion ; God, having tuay 
ſelf ſpoken by a manifeſt Miracle ; but that J hat 
cauſed them to aſſemble, to Inſtru and Bapnize them: 
For, in a Word, what do delwe more to be co 
vinced of the Weakneſs of your Gods, andthe Pc 
of our God? the Demos laughs at you fo long as yt 
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aqgens ti with nothing but Idols ; but he is not able 
to it out againſt the Image only of the Chnifti- 
an's God. Do you imagin to eſcape this God after 
Death, whoſe Power Hell owns, and whoſe Juſtice 
ex every Moment. 

The muleucude a" T7 me by a Thouſand ridt- 
culous Objections, which 1 cahly anſwered; at aft 
ſome body told me, that the Devil had no hand in the 
Malady in Queſtion ; that how extraordinary foever 
it appeared, might proceed from ſeveral natural Cau- 
ſes; that is, faid I, the moſt rational Thing you can 
fay ; but yet does no way extenuate the greatneſs of 
the Miracles Let the Malady come from the Devil, 
or from Nature, [will not examin that; bur it is cer- 
tain at leaſt, chat the Cure comes from God, whoſe 
Image this man hath worſhipped ; and there 1s no leſs 
Power requiſite to cure natural Diſtempers, than to 
drive out evil Spirits. This Reaſon ſhould have made 
an equal Impreffion on all Minds, but Grace that ated 
differently in the hearts, gave place in ſome to volun- 
tary Obduratenels, whilſt ix erumph'd over the Obfti- 
nacy of others, Twenty five Perions at laſt geve Glo- 
ry to God, who alone worketh great Marvel: ; Qui facit 
_ magnse ſolm; and were ſhortly after Bapti- 


Theſe Hauntings, and Infeſtations of Demwens, are 
very ordinary in C amongſt the Idolaters ; and it 
looks asif God permitedit foto be, to obhge them to 
have Recourſe ro hum. Sometime atter chis Acct 
dent that I but juſt now Related, a Maid, juſt upon 
her Marriage, was attacked with a Complication of 
ſeveral Dilcales, which the Phyticians knew not what 
to fay to, and which the Chineſe are wont toalcribe co 
the Demons, Her Mother pertuaded her coturn Chri- 
ſtian, and he that was to marry her, promifed to build 
aiChurch tothe God of the Chriiftians,in caſe Bapula 
gave her any Relief; As loon as ever this Maid = 
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taken this Courſe, ſhe found herſelf not only Reheved, 
but perfetly Cured. 

But her Husband was fo far from following her Ex- 
ample, that he miſuſed her ſeveral times for having 
obl him to renounce his Faith ; for the Beater 
periwaded him, that this Sickneſs was but a piece of 
Artifice in his Mother in Law ; and this Fancy alone, 
put him into ſuch a fit of Melancholy, that he was 
inſupportable to the whole Family, but eſpecially to 
his Wite, who from that very inſtant, became an 
objet of his Averſion. It was in vain to repreſent to 
him his own Miſtake, and the Malice of the Bonzer, 
for he always proteſted, thatit ſhe would not take up 
her old Religion again, he would lead her an ill Lite 
all her Days. 

God, to undeceive him, ſuffered rhe Demon to tor- 
ment his Wife as before ; fo ſhe relapſt into her for- 
mer Convulſions : She was more eſpecially ſcared at 
the light of a great Company of Spedters, that let her 
not have an hours reſt. Thus toſt up and down, aban- 
doned to her Husband's Inhumanuy, that beat her 
Cruelly, ſhe in all appearance led a very uncomtor- 
table Lite: Yet remaining unmovable in her Faith, 
God always upheld her, and remper'd and allay'd by 
the inward ſweetneſs of his Grace, the butterncks of 
theſe Aftictions ; he comforted her hkewile by ſenft 
ble Viſitations, by his Word, and by the unſpeakable 
Copgitations, that he from time to ume infuſed unto 
her Soul. Infomuch, that this Condition that gain'd 
her the Compaſſion of all that knew her, was to hee 
a fore-taſte of Paradiſe. She expreſt her ſelf much 
what to this purpoſe to her Mother in Law, who 
lued it to me with Tears in her Eyes; for her Hub 
band could not endure that I ſhould ſee her. 

At firſt, I gave little Credit to this Diſcourſe, yet 
at length, I was apt to believe there was ſomething 
Supernatural in it ; for one Day, coming to po 
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diſtant from the chief City where I ſojourn'd, about 
——_ Miles ; _ 1 os Woman 
with a great Company nſhans Nerghbour- 
Towns, which ſhe had taken Care to get together, 
being conhdent, that I would come at - very Mi- 
nute that ſhe had fixt in her Mind, and it fell out ac- 
cordingly. It much ſurpriſed me to fee her there, for 
I had no deſign to come thicther, and it was only by 
Chance that ſome body had, about Five or Six hours 
before, made me reſolve to come thither, ſo that no 
body could give her Notice of this pry Reſolution. 
| cook her in Private, to learn of her h&w ſhe came to 
know this, ſhe told me that her Daughter, after a vio- 
lent aſſault of a Demon, had been vitned by our BleC- 
fed LOR D, that when this Extefie was over, the 
adviſed her to acquaint the Ghriſtians, and bring them 
tochis Village ; for without all peradventure 1 would 
come thicher on ſuch a day : In fine, added the, not 
being able to come thicher my ſelf, and ſeeing my 
Sins render me unworthy to ke of thoſe facred 
Myſteries, pray delire the Father to offer up the holy 
Sacrifice of the Maſs for me, and the Converhon of 
my Husband. This poor Mother relating to me this 
Accident, wept bitterly for the preſent State of her 
Daughter, Nevertheleſs, the accompliſhment of this 
Prophecy, comforted, and buile her up in her moſt 
holy Faith 1 cannot tell what happened fince that 
ame, for the neceflicy of my Aﬀairs, obliged me to 
leave that Province 

The extraordinary Things that I have cen, the 
Zea! of the Chriſtians, and the Inclination of Idola- 
ters to be converted, inſpired me with an affefionare 
Ztal for their Salvation; and I heartily withe to be- 
Row the remainder of my Lite, upon the Culuvating 
this precious Portion of our Lord's Inheritance : But 
ſome ſuperior Reaſons which I am bound to obey, 
inatche ms from ut fore againſt iny Will ; Ar this Se- 
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paration, I was more ſenſible than ever of my Loſs, 
Theſe good People fo afteftionate to their Paſtors, 
were almoſt ready to offer Violence to me; but un- 
ng that they could not detain me without op- 

the Will of God, abandon'd themſelves 

to forrow, and gave ſuch abundant Marks of their 
AﬀeRtion, that 1 my ſelf never ſhed more real and bir- 
ter Tears: They waited for me upon the High way 
in Crowds, where they had ſpread Tables from Space 
to Space, covered wich all ſorts of Fruits, and Confe 
Aionarics, It was ſometimes neceſſary to make a 
fiop, not to eaq, but ro hear their Complaints, and to 


ſoon as pollible , or to them ſome Body in my 
Place Thus I took my leave of theſe fervent Chri- 
ſtians, melted with their Tears, but much more <difhed 
with their Faith and the innocence of theic Lives. 
God, who knows the Violence I committed upon 
my ſelf, comforted me by an eminent Converhon he 
— x to work at the fartheſt Limits and oo 
this Province. There 1s ſomething in it fo Si 
nal that I cannot forbear relating it. = 
I departed from _ the Metropolss of tha 
— - = a ay ——_— 
our Lady's, w was naturally engaged to 
in that Church, where the Mulutude, and Devotion 
of Behevers invited me to ſay Mals that Day, and to 
adminiſter the Sacraments tothem, being the laſt Time 
I was likely todo it; yea, and the publick Edification 
did even ſeem to require ut of me, every one in g& 
neral defired 1 would ; and I don't know how con- 
trary to Reaſon; I was very Obſhnate and Relo- 
lute not to delay my Journey a Minute ; but the 
Truth is, 1 felt inwardly 1 know not what internal 
Motion chat would not give me leave to ſtay any lon- 
ger ; nay, more than that, in Spight of the Superſti- 
tion 
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ton of the Chineſe, who obſerve lacky and anhucky 
Days to begin , I made my Idolater Goides* 
to depart on a Day mark'd inthe Kalendar for an Un- 
———-+ Ld. 
tation $ yea, my afterwards v 
it, ancoed but condemn it, not underſtand. 
ing then by what rit I was influenced, and impulſt, 
bur God let me underſtand i, on the Fourth 
Day afrer my , I contmu'd my Journey 
I was juſt upon my Arrival in the very fart 
of the Province of Chenf, when a man that rid 
; Falling juſt me, fell to the Ground, and by 
his Fall was hike to have turned me over on the other 
hde: This Accidene ſtope me a lutle, and afforded 
time to the Traveller who was got up again, to take a 
View of me. 


great, yet my long Beard, and Exropeas Mein made 


I quickly lett the High way, to follow him, and we 
reach'd the houſe at one a Clock in the Afternoon. 
He was a Doctor, in high Renown by his Extraction 
and Underftanding, hving formerly at Pekov; but Ba- 
niſhed ſome Y ears before into Chenfi, for L know not 
what bad Buſineſs ; the time of his Bamiſhmeat expi- 
and he was reloived to return to Court, as ſoon 
s hs Health ſhould permit him to take his Journey ; 
for he did not look upon his Diſtemper to be dange- 
1009; The Feaver had left him, and beſides a c_ 
1ac 
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that troubled him now and then, and made him ll 
keep his Bed, he perceived no confiderable Inconve- 
Nience. 

His Servant being but jult departed, when he ſee 
me come into his Houſe, he was ſeized with Aſtonih- 
ment, as if God had tranſported me into hus Houſe in 
a Moment; 1s it poſlible, cries he all in Tears, that 
Heaven ſhould work Wonders for ſuch a wretch as [ 
am ? God hath folicited me theſe many Years to go 
to hum, without recewing any thing from my hard- 
nels of heart ; 'ris but a Moment hnce 1 begg'd of 
him to come to mein the Perſon of one of his Mins- 
ers, he not only hears me, but does even anticipate 
my Delires. This is ſomewhat beyond the Power of 
Nature, and this Favour does the buſineſs of my 
Change. You know by that, Father, that this Great 
God 1s concerned in my Salvation, and that « 1s his 
Pleaſure that you ſhould contribute ſomething to fur- 
ther it, Then proceeding, you fee faich he, my Wie, 
Children, and Daughter, they have been all Chr 
ſtians along ume ago: and I can fay that God hath 
made uſe of me as an Inſtrument, to undeccve them 
of their errors. I have given them your Books, 1 
have explained the Maxims and Morality of it tothem, 
the Sanity which your Religion inlpires, perſuaded 
me I ſhould have a well ordered Famuly, as foos 
as it ſhould be a Chriſtian Family 1 was not mib 
taken, and my Conſcience would not have gives 
me the lie, had I followed cheir Example ; but I have 
a long time laboured to procure their Welfare, and 
cou'd never find in my heart to conſult mine own 
Now « is hugh me to tollow that Way I have ſhe 
to others. The Court whather 1 am going, » not 
proper Place for Converhon; and I « that i 
was my Duty, whilſt it 11 called to 4ay.t0 leck God, 
tear the Hurry of the World, wherem I am 
engage, ſhould hinder me from fading him hereats: 
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All is Family which came about us upon this, 
wept for joy ; but that which afteted me moſt, was 
that Fervency | ſaw expanded in the Eves, Counte- 
nance, and in all the motions of the fick Perſon. 
[ had taken no refreſhment, and it was near Two 
a Clock, and 1 was defirous to deter his Bapniſm nll 
after Dinner, but 1 found «x impoſſible ro obrain any 
delay. I therefore began to examine him, and he was 
ready to anſwer to all the Articles of Rehgion, that 
I yielded at length to all his urgene Intreaties f 
baprrzed him, and he accompanied the whole ation 
with ſuch ardent and lively medications of Love, Hu- 
mility, Faith and Hope, that nothing in all my Lite 
&d ever ſo much demonſtrate to me what the Holy 
_ is able to do in an Heart, when it alone plea- 

to take ut to task, without the afliſtance of us 
Mimſters. Some while after 1 left him alone full of 
Conſolation, and retired to a Chamber to take a lit- 
te repoſe, of which 1 had extream need. 

But ſcarce had 1 been there halt an hour, but I 
heard great Cries in all the Family. They called tor 
me every where; and running upon the noiſe to 
the hick Man's Chamber, 1 found him expiring in the 
Embraces of his Wife and Children. 1 endeavoured 
© put him 1n mind of the laſt thoughts of Baptiſm : 
He fhill repeated with a languiſbing note the names 
& Jeſus and Mary; but yer he received the Extream 
Union 1n a manner inſenfible,atter which he calmly 
pre up the Ghoſt. All thoſe that were preſent cried, 
O uwas a Miracle! And recolleting what had hap- 
_ at my departure, upon the Road, and m the 

le, they did no longer queſtion but that all that 
tad been managed by an over-ruling Providence, 
that had mace ule of all theſe ſecret methods, fur to 
procure him a bleſſed ex. 
At that time the Spurnt of the Lord ſeized upon all 
, no body wept ; the ſpirnual Joy was fo ani- 
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verlal, that nothing was heard any where but Bleſ- 
fings, "Praiſes and Thanksgivings , to that gracious 
God, that had but now wrought fuch alle 
Miracles in his Servant. What is to be moſt adm#- 
red is, that there was not obſerved mm him that de- 
formity that Death commonly leaves behind it; bur 
on the contrary, I know not! what ayre of [weer- 
neſs and devotion ſeemed dilplay'd over his coume- 
nance, and did fufficently inumate the bleſſed Rate 
of his Soul. He was laid in Scate, to the 
cuſtom of chat Country, where I found him the nexr 
day ewenty hours after jpuſt as he was; his Hands 
——y beſides were as flexible as it he had been 

tina 

Thus God by one of thoſe many profound ſecree 
of has Predeſtinaton, rouchſates to enlighten a Soul 
ſometimes in the mudſt of the darkneſs of Idolatry 
and {natch ir from the Jams of Hell by a continual 
ſeries of Miracles ; wh © calions of achars, aduad 
ted in the bolom of the Church, _ 


Judgment, given over to a reprobate 
hoſe are, moſt Reverend Father, the moſt ex- 
traordinary things that have happened to me during 
the ſmall time that I have had the care of the Miſhog 
of Chenſi : It I mention not what paſt in the other 
Provinces of Chae, it is becauſe God doth not work 
ſuch like Miracles therein ; Len by reaſon I have os 
exat Memorial of them, 1 was afraid left 
upon hear-lay, I ſhould \ dehaemt in lome 
derable Cucumftances; and I had rather let them 
be fer down in writng hereafter, by thoſe who as 
bertrer informed than my fell. 

Thus 1 can add over and above, to yu 4 
exat account of what good there -__ 
in the Empire. There are above two hundr 
Churches or private Chappe's, dedicated to the er 
God, and governed by certain Ecclehaſtical Supe 
pervors; 
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penors ; Prhom, Nankin, and Macao, have each its 


— Biſhop, by the nomination of the moſt 
King of Pertagel, who by has Zeal and Li- 


beralities, continues to u Chnſtunuy through- 
out all che Eaſt, which all his Predeceffors have there 
Eftabliſh'd wich lo much Glory. 


® The Reverend 
Father 4; Liomſſe. 
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the Sorbonne Of hngular worth: the Miffionaries that 
kbour under thew Order arc likewiſe of different 
Kanons There are tour Ecclehaſticks of the Semi- 
i ay of forcign Millions: of Paris, amongt whom 
the Abbot of Lizene is verv emment for has Zeal, 
| md applcancn to the ftudy of Languages , they 
-  nckon much about the fame number of Fathers of 
t BN & Demnce, twelve or hiccen Frenciſcam, and three 
© Jour the Order of St. Argufin: All theſe 
Monks are Sponierds, and come into Chis by Menide. 
The Jelons who Founded thes Miſhkon, and who 
yu extraordinary favours of his Mapity the King 
Portugal, as well as of the Emperor of Chas, have 
wen 1 a capacity to make contiderable fertlements, 
maintarn a great number of Mithonaries there ; 
fe was about forty of them at the time of my 
Ee Since that time the Fa- 
Grimaid: and Spmels * brought * Father Spinels 
| others thather. But what dd by the way, 
hes forty or threeelcore Labou 
ot wn ſuch a vait Field? May « pleaſe the Maſter 
ont I the Harveſt wo hea che V orce of thole that labour 
| in, who groaning under the burthen and heat 
Ml the day, beg reliet : Or at leaft, may he plecale 
ap® ae” a>r0ad abundantly vpon us that tuft Spry 
ors; r tk of 
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ot the Goſpel, which, in one Apoſtle alone, was 
ſuſhcient heretofore to Convert the greateſt Empires, 

Not but that the preſent State of the Church doth 
afford matter of Conſolation to thoſe who are con- 
cern'd for the G ot JESUS CHRIST. 
labeur with no ſmall ſucceſs + nay there are but few 
Miſhonanes that do not Baptize every Year three & 
four hundred Perſons ; > that in five & 
ſix Years they reckon above fifty thouſand Ide 
laters Converted. Behdes that, they Baptize 
Year ſage os - —_— } —_— in the Srocns 
Pekin, w they go to look tor every 
donr to door, where we find them half periſh d we 
cold and hunger, nay ſometimes halt caten up by 
If they ſhould do no more but ths, the 
onaries would thak 
ed for all the pains 

But that which 
this Miſhon betrer than all others, 1s the hope 
day to Convert the Emperor; the change of w 
Religion would infalkbly be followed by the intiv 
Converhon of the whole Nation ; fo that 
we ſhould war for this happy moment three 
Ages, without any other profit than what we 
for, in time to come, we ſhould be too happy 
preparing by our patience the way of the Lord 
this New World, which perhaps will make bem 
improvement of the Faith, that our Succeſfors ful 
bring to it, than Ezrepe does at preſent of that nr 
Foret athers mtruſted iu withal. 

In ſhort, altho” amongſt the Chriſtans that &# 
in Chas, we can reckon no more Princes and M+ 
miſters of State fince the laſt Perſecution of Fat 
Adam, yet lor all that we Baptiſe every Year 
darins, Doctors and other Perſons of Qualry; y« 
1 truc that the common People make up the 


elt number: Now mult poientesr, mow multi 
An 
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the New Chriſtians in China; 415 
is NO news to own that the Poor have alwavs 
he ele&t Portion and precious Inhericance of 
CHRIST in the Charch. 
maifi body of Chniſtians is in the Province of 
and more eſpecially in the Territory Cham 
the Faith is more lively in the Provinces 
on, Pichely, Chen, and Chen, There arc 
pagnrens ns many Tartarians as Chineſe Chriſti- 
theſe are more l, and much eafier to bs 
Converted ; yet in ome of Tempration they have 
noe halt fo much {+ ; The Tartars on the 
naturally of a brizk cemper, do not 
the Yoak of the Goſpel; bur thoſe 
race hath once triu , are endued 
ertne that s proot the foreſt Per- 
As for Women, which we fee more ra'd- 
' they be Iefs inftructed than the Men; yet 
Innocence, their conſtant attendance at Prayer, 
blind fubmithon to the Precepr of Fairh, and the 
harſh and ſevere Prattices of Chrifttan Picry, 
in ſome meaſure fu their defet of Know- 
to the particuldry of our Myſteries 
to be wiſh'd that the Beauty and Ornament 
Churches rmght anſwer the devour Fervour 
ſtians: Bur, that, the Chine/e ace no 
Architedts ; this novel Chniſtianity, fo trequenr- 
by Perlecurons, compoled tor the moft 
+ ym - ot + a tolerared by the 
always fan to e a great panct ;- 
and keep within boonds, hath noe yet been in 4 
Yn to rear magmiticent Temples. Neverthe- 
« 5 matter of aftomſhment that the Miſſionaries 
ſuch a pitiful Fund as theirs is, ſhould be able 
this ſcore to do fo much 
«7 The Charch of Fehin © very well buik ; the From 
ce, the Scones of which were laid by the Mitho- 
& themſelves, u very proportionable and pleatmg 
Ft 2 T bofx 


EoEEE 


LJ 
4 


F 


s 


—4 


FLEE 


=iF 
F2 


< <. 


F 


*, 
F 


12 W1.2TLTEzA LL ESO 


436 How the Goſpel is propoſed to 
Thoſe in Kiam chrow, Cham bai, and Frw-rgheow, that 
which the Fathers have at Canton, and divers others 
are as fine as our ordinary Churches of Ewrope;; bur 
the Church of Chan-ighton was fo very pretty and 
neat, that one could not enough admire it: Ya 
could fee nothing bue Gildings, Paintiogs, and curas 
Pictures, it was all over adorn'd with ; yveaad 
there was a great deal of Symectry and Order un a 
=D 7 hat _ red and OT vs hag 
Are 1© ELpert af, © w £ gue i 
particular rehef or embollment, by the Flowers 
Gold and other Figures wherewnh they enrich 4 
did produce the fineſt Eftet in the World to cow 
pleat the whole. 

But this goodly Church, the produc of 
Devoton, and of Pather Imorcarie's Zxal, v 
reduc'd tw aſhes by a dreadful Contlagraton « 
conlum'd one quarter of the City; and in all 
bability we ſhall not be in 4 capacity a long « 
to perform any thing like it. Nevertheleſs it 
be our comfort to ſupport us after this loſs, it « 
pleaſe our bleſied Lord to deſtroy at the fame 
pack of {dols which have overtiow'd the whole B 
pire; and that he will vouchlate to raiſe himk 
ving Temples in the hearts of the new Belic 
where he may be worſhipped in Spire and in T 
wherein, for want of «wr:, they may ofter wo þ 
lacnhces of Praiſe and Thanksgiwung, 

I ſhall not entertain you, moſt Reverend Fat 
concerning the Tranſlations of the Iadus, w 
Revolution of a huge Kingdom, the ; 
lome Earepeant, her with the contnual && 
ings of Herenicks, have broken all the meatures 
Chriſtian prudence obliged us © take for the C 
of Religion;g; fo that the moſt part of the F 
Miſhonarics have been hitherto more conſ{picuc 


"7 
their Suffecings, than by their Converſion of b 
laters | 


the New Chriſtians in China. 437 
Some of them, after having lingerd out ſeveral 
Years in the moſt darkſom Priſons, ſcarce begin to 
ſee the Light, and are not yet in a condition even 
w» exerciſe their Fun&ions with” any freedom. O- 
thers droven trom their ſerrlements, wander up and 
town the moſt Oceans, carrying a- 
bong wxh them the m1 remanmders of their run'd 
Miffions ; and that they may return to the remocteſt 
parts of the World, Ry _ themſelves a fourth 
ny the Waves and their Enemies. 
Several in Shpwracks, or worn out with 
Toth, have glonoully fhniſhed their courſe ; and tho' 
tar Companions hve ſhll, it is only to conſume by 
knle and htle the facrihce of their Lives, by the ill 
kebe of body they have contracted by their firſt 


You fee, moſt Reverend Father, what fort of Per- 
has they be 1 ſpeak of, you know their names, you 
mderſtand thei worth, and hnce they were choſen 

among a t many other Candidates for the 


-ladices, you have been pleaſed always to honour 

with a moſt particular affeton : and may I be 

to add chat "= were not latwhed with only fſend- 
ollo 


of them, you wed your felt in fome reſpet,and 
the Fellow, or rather the Head of their Apo- 
hip, haring, hike one of the moſt zealous Mil- 
in the ſucceſs of their holy undertakings, 
loully lending an helping hand to ther Labours, 
ng rate their Chains by a powertul pro- 
ion, or at leaſt lighting the weight by conſo- 
Letters, full of that lively hope that makes a 

+ take delight in the moſt r1g1d Perſecutions. 
1&0 This Courage, moſt Reverend Father, which you 
+ Coe inſpired into us does not only alleviate our Sut- 
t s, but alſo affures us that the runs of this grand 
yoelthce, that we have laid the firſt Stone of to the 
of of God, will one day ferve for a Bats to ano- 
Ff 1 thee 
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ther Work, yet more conhiderable and folid than the 


firſt. 
So that neither the reck of 
ern op you * three of our Brethren buried in 
ie nate 3. Sta, nor the loks of t three more 
Seris, Dauds, who Sacnficed their lives a board 
the Veſſel in relieving the Sick, nor 
yet the death of a great many more whom the Fx 
tigues of the Miſſion have ſoatch'd from us in the 
Indies, nor the Prilons of Pegs, Siem, Meluccas, = 
| 


tavis, Roaterdam not Middleburg, where P 
Herericks have tried our Patience by turns ; al that, 
ſay, does not blunt the edge of our Courage, being 
tully perſuaded that } S CHRET hath mas 
yſe of che Crols to Propagate and Eſtabliſh Rehgion; 
fo the Miſlionaries Crols s always to be the Founds 
tion of their Churches, and as it were the Sced 
New Chnſtians 

| in omen ime _y feſt — hou j_= 

t rin vain ; we baptiled at Beasy : 
Go hundred Idolatrous Children ; the PeootÞ « 
of Coromandel have been relieved, as were that | 
of Chlen, Pegs and Bengals. They labour'd withw x 
ſmall ſucce(s in divers Provinces of the Empire of te ( 
Great Megul, and above all inthe Miffions of Mab Þ & 
re. Such Miſfions, as in them we ſee in our davis & 
Ages of the Primitive Church revived ; wherein Bf a 
hevers, wretchedly prarend caprivgd of all thecanll b 
forts of life, ſeem to live only by their Faith, 

and Charity, wherein the Miſſionaries, to cx 
with the Cuſtoms of the Country, and obtain 
Pcoples favour, ans their hives in Foreſts and D 
ferns, halt naked, ſcorched by the Sun beams, 
or the molt part upon _—_ Sands ; wherewy cies 
on the Ways tull of Briers and Thorns, they take ff mo 
other ſultenance but a httle Rice, with ſome mie tha 
Plants, and no other Beverege but ygllow muddy * 
ter jrom the D1tches and Marſhes, The 


| 
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There it is where a number of our Brethren 
daily ſuffer Impriſonmenes, 
Chains, Scourgings, and all the torments that Hell s 


Father Bru, illuſtrious by his Birth, 
by the parnicular eſteem wherewich his Maje- 
Portugal honoured hum, but yet more, much 
by his rare Vertues, had the honour to pare with 
hs hie in the Cauſe of JESUS CHRIST, where 
his Brethren, after hs example, labour by cheir fer- 
vency to obtain the ſame tavour from Heaven 
Perhaps, moſt Reverend Father, this Portrarture 
mil not pleaſe the Men of this World , not being 
beſtow upon Sufferings the juſt value they 
and to ſawour the things that are of God, yet 
| know that will not abate the Zeal of our Fathers 
__ France, who have fo many years alpiced to 
| tedious Employments. 
The Miffions in relpe&t of them have ſo many 
allurements, as they appear to others more he 
deous and frighttul: It they expeted to find in the 
ladies only common croſſes, whereunto Providence 
makes every Kingdom lubjyet, but wherewith JESUS 
CHRIST hath in {pecuul manner ennch'd Chnitt- 
ay, they would have been contented with their 
ule Religious way of living, and with the emi- 
nent Vertues practiſed thereing they would never per- 
haps have had the leaſt thought of leaving thei 
Fnends, Relations, and Country, But they ſeek cll(e- 
where, what we here want of the Paſſion of JESUS 
i CHRIST, according to the Apoſtles Counicl, and 
are wilkng to hll up the whole extent, che 
treadch, and depth of this Divine Law, which car- 
nes them out with St. Paul, to become Victims of the 
_ moſt pure Charity, even fo far as to be Anathenuſcd 
oF thac chear Brethren may be laved. ; 
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Yet theſe are thoſe Apoſtles, moſt Reverend Fa- 
ther, whom Envy ſomenmes in Frence, paints out to 
us in ſuch black Colours, whom Herehe, ever more 
oppoline to rrue Zzal, fo often acculcth oft Ambinon, 
Avanice, Impiety and Idolatry, they are too happy in 
being the Batt that all the Shots of Calumny level at, 
provided they have none for their Enemies but the 
Enemies of the Church and Truth; and without 
doube rh: War that ſuch Adverſaries declare againk 
them, with ſo much heat and animolity here 1n Es 
rope, docs no lefs juſtihe them than that which they 
themlelves declare againſt Paganiſm in the 
dies. 

Nevertheleſs, what Juſtice ſoever wiſe Men may 
do them irr this point, yet it is moſt true that that dos 
not ſuffice to juſtihe chem before God, before whom 
the very Angels are impure; akcer all the efforts of 
our Zeal, we muſt not only acknowledge in all s 
mility that we are unprofitable Servants, but confeb 
likewiſe with choughts full of horrour, that it is in 
vain to win over all the Nations upon Earth & 
JESUS CHRIST; it in the mean time we be & 
ſluggiſh as ro neglet our own Salvation, and unfor 
tunately loſe our ſelves. Iam with a profound reſped, 


Moſt Reverend Father, 
Towr moſ} bumble 


and moſt obedient Seryant. 


L J. 
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To my Lord Cardinal de Janſon. 


The Chriſtian Religion newly approved 
of by a Publick Edift, through- 
out the whole Empire of China. 


My Lord, 


T ſeems as if Heaven, ſenſible of the Labours 
of our Miſlionanes, who for theſe (everal years 
have with the ſweat of their Brows watered 
Chine,had a mind at length to eſtabliſh this New 

Church upon a fold Foundation. Hitherto it hath 
been ſubjet to abundance of Revolutions, flourrſh- 
ing under the Reign of ſome Emperors, perſecuted 
in the time of their minority, and in a manner to- 
ally ruin'd during the Inteſtine Commornons ; bur 
aways in a tocrering conditionby reaſon of the r1gour 
of the Laws, that have permitted a right to deſtroy 
t, even to thoſe that havethe moſt defended it. 

For the Sovereign Courts of Chine, declared Ene- 
mes to all Foreign Worſhip, rather out of a Spirit of 
Policy, than any fincere affe&tion to the Religion of 
the Country, have frequently condemned the Chr 
ſian Doftrine, and puniſhed thoſe who had the 
Courage to embrace it. Several of them for all that 
hearkned ro the Voice of God, rather than to the 


voice of Man; but the greateſt part apprehending 


Gnger as to their fo far from 
ing the known Truth, durſt not ſo much as 
(: themſclycs inſtructed I 
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It is a matter of an hundred years that we have lz- 
bour'd to remove this almoſt invinable obſtacle to 
the Converſion of Great Perſons. The hour of the 
Lord was not yet come, he was pleaſed to exerciſe 
the patience of his Chriſhans, to try the conſtancy of 
the Miffionaries and thereby inhance the worth of 
them both. But now at laſt the happy Day begins to 
dawn, and the Emperor hath granted an intre Li 
mT Conſcience to his Subjedts by allowing in a 
Edit the Chriſtian Faith throughout the 
whole extent of his Empire. * Thes 
* Plal, cxix, Gaſt, O Lord, broken the Chains that beld 
thy boly Religion Captroe, now can we | 
offer ſacrificer, and call publickly wpon thy name; we 
preſent to thee our Vows, not in ſecret #1 formerly, but 
wm preſence of all the People, in the Temples they ſuffer 
wi to rear ts thy glory, who are about to e the Old 
Babilon into tbe New Jerulalem. Here 1 do preſent 
you, my Lord, with the occaſion, and the whole 
contnuecd ſeries of this happy event. 

Father Alcels a Speniſh Dommicen, one of the moſt 
Zealous Miſhonarics in Chins, had purchaſed an 
Houle at Lanki, a little Village of the Province of 
Chelzams, notwithſtanding this ſettlement was expreſly 
againſt che Edit of 166g, the Mandarin of the place, 
who at firſt did not oppole it, being afterwards netled 
at ſome indiſcreet words that eſcaped unawares from 
ſome of this Fathers menial Servants, was reſolved 
not to difſemble the matter any longer,but to proceed 
according to the courle of Law againſt him. 

He therefore asked the Miſhonary how he durſt 
prelume to letrle in the City? Why he” preached up 
a Foreign Dodtnne * And moreover by what right 
he pretended to remain in the Empire ? This Father 
forelaw the itorm gather, and had prepared himlelt 


belorchand, *1 wonder Lord, fays he in at 
* Iwer to the 1.1 of you reckon that Cri 
- * qauanal 
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© ive of my European ( 
Mobo cal dnefos them to Court, but alſo 


"by a publick Edi& granted them 
2 ol 
"(it : it is for one of them that 1 have bought this 


* Moreover, you cannot be ignorant that the Mil- 
' fonaries had hberty granted them co come again in- 
" to their Churches, when the Emperor did them the 
| favour to recal them from their Baniſhment. Con- 
*fule, I pray, conſult your Regiſters upon the buſt 
* nels, and there you will find my name. 

Some months atter another Mandarin folicited by 
him of Cenki, or at leaſt urged to it by his Example, 
was reſolved co put a ſtopto the progrels of our 
Doctrine, he protubiced the Exercile thereot 
the whole extent of his Government, by an 
which he cauſed co be affixed in divers places. They 
treated Religion in ſuch deſpightful manner, that Fa- 
ther Intorcetts of our Society, and Miſſionary in the 
Metropolis of this Province, thought humſelt obliged 
not to diflemble the Aﬀrone without betraying hus 
Miiſterial Funaon. 

He ſuppoſed likewiſe that he had right on his {de 
formally to accuſe this ſworn Enemy of the Goſpel, 
whole behaviour was fo excentrical from the Em- 

ors intentions ; tor this Prince had blotted oue with 

s own hand a great many Lines of a Book that 
ranked the Chriſtian Doctrine in the number af 
dangerous and popular Herehes : this Book was of 
moment, not only by reaſon of ics Author, eminent 
tor his quality and deſert, bur much more for chat ic 
was Compoled for the Peoples Inſtruction, by whom 

ic 


it was to be Read, according to the Cuſtom, ſeveral 


times a year. h | 
Father Intorcettas did therefore pudge it a piece of 


ate — that whuch 


words, and ſo get this inunous Writing to be torn 
in pieces: he likewiſe added, that to repair this faule, 
he could wiſh that the Mandarin might athx other Pa- 
pers in the place ot the others, more tavourable to 
the Rehgon , and more conformable to the Em- 
perors neentons. 

The Governour diſpatched this Letter to the Man- 
darin, and as ill hack would have u, it was delivered 
to ym upon a day that he heard Cauſes, in fight f 
br mm Jy _ hl 
pa Judgement. He fo much reſented this 
that contrary to the Cuſtom of the Chineſe, 
ma his natural Phlegm ; he Rarted from the 
Bench tranſported with Choler, complamed of the 
Impudence of the Miffionary, and proteſted openly 
that he would be revenged. 

That he might carry on the bulmeſs more ſuccef 
fully, he affocrated himſelf with the Mandarin & 
Lang, and combined with him, it poflible, utrerly 
to deſtroy the Chriſtian Religion. Their firſt a+ 
tempt was to aſfaule the Dowincan Frier, on whom 
they thought more eafily to accompliſh their dehgn, 
for they could not 1imagin that he was of the number 
of the Annent Miſſionaries, To benghtly informed 
of the matter, they cauſed to be produced certain 
Authennck of every procedure during the 
whole courſe of the Perſecution againſt Father Fa, 
(for ſo was he called) with a delign to confront him 
with himlelt, lt 
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It is a peculiar trick, pretty common in Ching, with 
the Mandarins, to queltion the Crimmals not only 
about macrers of Fat , but allo concerning aban- 
dance of mnignificant Curcumitances, caubag all 
they anſwer caretully to be taken in Wriung Then 
when they have talked a pretty wiule of a maner 
quite foreign to the Subjet 1n band, to daltradt their 
mind, all on a ſudden they rewurn to the thing in 
10n; they begin over and over the Declaration, 
SENS - hm the Laterrogatives, and cun- 
= hp ap An{wers contrary to thoſe the guilcy 
on purpole wo make him contradict 

himſelf, the more eafily wo (ift out the Truth, 

Father Alceis, without all doube, would have been 
put to his Trumps it he bad not, by a particalat Pro- 
ndence, prelerved a Copy of thele antiane pro» 
ceedings, Wheretore knowng the intent and de- 
ben of hs Judges, he {o well informed huaalelt of all 
that had heretotore paſt to this purpoſe, and delivered 
hamielf fo perunently, and contormably to- the firſt 
lacerr , that his Enemies ware never able to 
prevail over him as © hus aniwors 

So that all the Xorm tell upon Father - Intorcett's a 
gain, againſt whom they were much mare ammated 
and incenled ; but toralmuct as «has Father d1d not 
tre with theu Junkiiction, they Suboracd many 
conhderable Mandarins, and the Vice-Roy in party 
eular, who added to his axlolue power un the Pro- 
nace, 2 gaeater averiion tor the Chriſtian Religion, 

They all unanimouſly refolved to bear down Chris 
Rlanny, -and after having caufed all the proceedings 
| iy made agaiolt Miſhonarcs, to be ſaught our 
mthe Archivcsot the lnacendant of the City Govern» 
ment : they tound at laſt the Decree of 16(g. that 
ſritly prohibited them t@ build any Churches ; to 
Teach in publick or in private the Ewropean's Law, to 
Admiruſter . Baptiſm two ghe Chineſe, to diſtribuce 
Mcdals 


on H5 Hoke ara hi 
s ity againſt hm. 

The Chriſtians of Hew-tcbeow under 
Father Intercetts, were none of the leaſt 
Their Courage had appeared under the 
of divers Mandarins, great Snicklers againſt 
holy Faith ; but their Courage was 
t than in the 


446 Of the Pablick Eftabliſhment 
Medals, Chaplets, Crucifixes, or other ſuch like 
tokens of Religion, to 

The Miffionarics were not ignorant of theſe Pro- 
hibitions, but their particular Zeal, and the example 
of Pekin, where the Goſpel was preached under the 


all the publick places of 
wards in above ſeventy Cities of his Government, « 
new Sentence, by which he forbid under 
Penaities to exerciſe the Chriſtian Rehgion, 
all thoſe that embraced ut to 


® This 4 , 
about the le of fake it *, 
Auguft, An. 1691. 


the Vice 


al City, and after» 


Moreover, being informed that 


Father Intorcetts was formerly in the 
Province of Kianfi, and that he had not obtained 
leave from the Court to ſettle in thet of Che Kiaw, 
he fent to ask him by what Authority he durſt 
fume to ſtay there; yea, and he commanded 
forthwith to avoid the Camntry ; the Officer, tht 


br ought 
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s Order, added, I command you withal, 
of the Vice Roy, to burn all the Books 
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he, that the Em- 

way three years , Hent ewo 
s Court to my to offer Pre- 
in his name, to the true God, with expreſs 
to he Proſtrate before the Altars. 1 went to 
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rnny gre . lug egos 
*com upon the Canal at departure, 
' where he was with his whole Court. 


- 
1 
| 
; 
4 


is 
own, and ſpoke to me | ings + that 
"after all that I could not rratgyg ww F be ex 

"to any ſtraits, or infules from anyone of his $. 


on Cogan the ce-Roy; Gotell hum, chat 


"oy him any farther, ſent me back with theſe hus laſt 
" words to me, which are too advantageous to me to 
prefurne to alter, add, or diminiſh any thing in 
them. Your years, ſays he to me, do not permit 
you to attend me any longer, you are no ways in 
a conditzon to indure the tatigues of a Journey, I 
' order you to returry to your Church; and m__ - 
b pen 


6 K, the _— or on = Bur, now, i 
Vee Roy not on this tranqu 
Om: injurious to the God whom I yy 
* but forces me ſhametully to quit his Province , 1 
leave him to judge whether of us two does more 
" openly, and perempeorily contradict the Emperors 
* will and plcalure. 
* As to what relates to the Table, on which they 
* have _ the Law and Maxims of JESUS 


Mandarins, who received order to ſummons 
Father before their Tribunals, and to 
trouble hum upon accounts, without 


him a morenes relpue. Father Intoreatrs, who 
then tell Sick, have been dil; 
appearing ; but he was afraxd to 

an&ures of time thac Providence had my 

, openly to contcls the name JESUS CH 

and being reſolved not to recoil, or give 
during the Combat he got himlelf carried 
Judges; much oppreſt by reaſon of the Malady he 
laboured under, and much more at the fight | 
deſolate Church : but behdes, he was ſo anamated 
the Holy Spirit, wherewsh Martyrs are corrobor 
that of all the Mandarns that Interrogated hun, 
one of them bur admured the greatneſs of his Cour: 

So that in deſpighe of the vigorous Orders of il 
Vice- Roys, every one of them almoſt created bi 
with abundance of deference; even to that « 
that one of them caulcd an Ofhcer of Juitice to 
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in open Court, for having been 

to the Father. Adding, with- 
do not render a Man = 4 and 
muſt have been Convicted to deſerve to be 
treated as a Malefactor. 

Father [ntorcerrs greſently foreſecing that the Perſe» 
be violent, had written to the Mifſio- 
Court, to the end that they might remedy 
was then in_ Tartary, where he 
himſelf in Hunting, Father Gerbillon a 
Man by Nation, and one of thoſe the King 
accompanied this Prince thicther, by 
he was particularly beloved, retaining him 
near his Perſon x fo that the Leaers 


hy 
: 
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did not judge it convenient to ſpeak 
Em , but contented himſelf to de- 
of Recommendation trom Prince $»/a», 
moſt powerful Miniſters of the Empire, 
has particular Friend, who immediately wrig to 
ce-Roy in a moſt cftetual manner, He re- 
to him, that fuch a procedure as his was 
ſomewhat of Violence, and was inconl(+ 
with his woneed Moderation and Prudence. 
in a time, faith he, that requires much gen- 
tineks and diſcretion. The Emperor fecks all occz- 
to favour the Doctors of the Chnſhan Law, 
can you poſhbly think t© pleaſe him in Perto- 
ing that ? Believe me, vr, the example of a Prince 
to make greater imprethon upon our Spirits 
all che Decrees of Courts of Judicature, and th4 
ent Edits, that the Court wielf can no longer 
w, ought not at preſent ro be the rule of its Comm 
If you favour the Miſlionaries, reckon that 
Emperor will cake it kindly from you, and it [ 
be permitted ro fubjoin any thing to this Lit 
ive, be afued alſo that 1 ſhall reſcar all the gov 
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Offices you render them upon my Recommendation 

Prince Soſan is ſo Conhderable through the whole 
Empire, (whether it be by the Honour he hath to be 
a ncar Relation tro the Emperor, or whether by ty 
Place of Grand Maſter of the Palace, or whether by 
his Credit and Capacity) that upon any other Occs- 
fion, the Vice-roy of Chequm would have look'd upon 
it as a great Favour, to receive oneot his Letters, and 
would not have balanced one Moment to f:tshe him; 
but Paſſion had blinded him, and the Vexation © 
perceive himſelt leſs powertul at Court than a Seras 

er, inclined him to let the Miffionary underſtand 
So he was at leaſt the Maſter in hs own Province 

Wherefore he began to ſeize upon ſeveral Church 
&, which he beſtowed on the Pneſts of the Pagu 
Gods, after he had violently caken dway the acre 
Monuments of our Religion. 

He iſſued out Proclamations much more rigors 
than the former, he threatned the Father with his ls 
dignation, if he did not abandon hu Flock, and i 
cauſed ſeveral Chriſtians, that had but too openly & 
clared themſelves, to be apprehended ; ſome of thes 
were haled to Prilon, ny wy puniſhed othen 
and then the Perſecution © bloody by the Tar 
ments, that theſe generous Confeſfors ſuffered for th 
Nameot 7 ESUS. 

Amongſt thoſe who fignaliſed themſelves, a Phyb 
cian more eminently made hu Faith appear ; he ws 
much gneved to ſee the Altars of the true God view 
ted and deſpoiled, Crofles broken in preces, the heb 
Images expoled to the Scorn, Laughter, and lmpen 
of | ers : To repair this Loſs, and that Beheve 
might not be left deſtitute of the ordi Marks 
their Religion, he diſtributed he 
and Crucikxes. He went from door to door with 

recious Pledges of our Salvation ; — | 
eak, confirming the more Couragious in their Fai 
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& wat fear, ſaid he to them, bim who can only exercile 
bir weak Power upon the Body; but fear that Great God, 
who ar be bas deprived you of Life, can allo puniſh your 
Seed with an ternal Death, and rather ſuffer all ſorts of 
Torments, than for(ake bu boly Law. 

The AMoandarm offended at the Boldneſs of the Phy- 
fcun, commanded him to be loaden with Chains, 
and having cauſed tom to be dragged before his Tri- 
banal, they prepared all things for his being cruelly 
Biftionadod, when his Godlon, who came running 
thither with other Chriſtians, threw humfelf on has 
| Knees at the Judge's Feet, and begged of him with 

Tears in hw Eyes, that he would perm him to receive 
B the Chaſtiſement for his Godfather. 
l Thus zealous Phyhcian, who aſpired to nothing 
more than Martyrdom, was fo far from giving his 
Place to another, that he conſtancly, and Rediaſtly 
forbed ic; and at that rune there arole luch a Scuffle 
berween them,that the Angels admired and that made 
he Chriſhan Religion to be reſpeted by the very 
Molaters. The Judge Rood amazed at it; and tw 
mg cowards chole eminent Contetlors of Jeſus Chrilt, 
prjeer won, fares he to them thu forwardneſs to ſuffer the 
Panifbenent of your Faults deſerves ſome Indulgence ; | par- 
dn you, but benerforward, think of the Viceroy, 
— le careful to obey the Emperor's Orders. 

When the Spine of God hath once ferzed on the 
Heart, Men's Words are not capable to touch them. 
The Zealous Phylician, whom the fight ob Execution 
had made more couragious, continu'd his Actsof Cha- 
thy as before, and his Zeal made fuch a Norſe up and 
down, that the Meanderm durſt no longer mince the 
Mater, he leemed much concerned at the Contempe 
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"Y be uſed of his Threatnings: Infomuch that he gave 
Sy Order to his Officers to bring him our, © make a (e- 
Ir tere Example of tum. 
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In effe&, hz cauſed him to be beat ſo cruelly in his 


Church, 
vert him from it, yet he had 
crawl thither himſelf, born 
ſeveral Chriſtians. He came 

Gore; and kneeling down at the 
Altars, © Lard, faith he, Day, 
I prefer thy bely Law ts aff the Sweaneſs of 
I come net to demand Tuffice of thee for fl th 


TH 


F 
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ſuch a goed Canſe; but then, O my God, ts 4 > 


and 


relate, made fuch Impreſſions upon the Idolam 
hearts, that a great many of them reſolved to embrant 
the Chriſtian Faith, being perſuaded that Senrimens 
ſo oppoine to corrupt Nature, could not poſſibly pre 
cced cithes from Pailion or Error. 

Among them whom the holy did eftectualh 
touch, were Three who appeared full of that ven 
Fanth, that made in former time almoſt as many Mw 
tyrs in the primimve Church as Believers ; they 
Young, handſome, of Quality, and what 1s more, 
op their Condition blindly co comply with 

ce-roy's Inchnations Neverthele(s, counting t 
temporal Eſtate as nothing, they demanded put 
Baptiſm, | 


. 
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cmmforted Father Intorcarts for all the Evils that the 
Perſecution had made his Church to ſuffer. 

But the Vice roy was fo much the more provoked, 
becauſe he had not the Liberty at that time to ſhew 
bs Reſentment: for juſt then, they delivered him 
Two Letters from Prince Soſan, one of them was for 
Father Inorggito, the other that was direted to him- 
kf, was fraughe with Reproaches, tor that he 
kemed to make no account of the Prince's recommen- 
anon. I coald never bove believed, lanh he tohim, 
tht ts pleaſe @ Company of if affefted Frople, who bave 
maſperated your Sparit at the Chrifftiams, you would have 
imated from the Counſel; I gave you. His a4 4 Fried 
thet [ endeavoured ts mſpore you with better Semcuments ; 
nk wpon it ence mere, and reflett ſerivaſly with your ſelf 
fat it is 1 that [prak ts you I expel? three Things from 
nr Friendjbup, Fuff, that you delvour the Latter your (elf 
* Father Intorcetta, according ts the Superſcription The 
land, thet you do [o well ſatuffic the Father, that be may 
beve Occafrom to bleſs binnſelf for the hind Offers you 
muder bum, and that be bumaſelf may tef ific the [ammo me; 
4nd the Third 1, that beneefor ward y14 do not any longer 


Serb ether Miſtenaries, of Chrifions: in ſhare, I an 


ſorry, for being obliged ts write ts you fo of ten 
tas thus Subje®, If you for the Future mend your Man 
; Tſhe# wriae is you @ third Time ts thank you, but if 
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your Poſſum continues, this is the loft Litter you ſhall ever 
recrryes from me. 

Then did the Vice-roy repeme lim of his former 
Proceedings; yet was he fo far engaged, that be 
thought be could not handlomely go back with any 
Homo ir, He tound " elpecally very hard io lue to 
a Miſhonary tor his Friendſhip, whom be but wht 
not treated, and that publickly, with the ume 
D {4am ; bur yer d:cading Prince $o/ean's relentnexg, 
who was the moſt Powertul, and in moſt Credu, & 
all che Miniſters of the Empire: On one hand, ie 
refolved et Rand to what he had done alrcady againlt 
the Chriſtians, withour driving matters any further, 
and on the other hand, to dilpatch one of hu Ofhcen 
to Pekin, to purge, andclear himſelt to the Prince. 

In this 1otenm, Father Intorcatts having a fears 
I-11 of the Letter that the Vice roy had received, = 
tumnaced to the Father; at Court, the {mall Effet they 
had produced ; mlomuch that thoſe hers releb 
ved to lignihe the lame to the Emperor, in caſe Prnee 
Soſa» ſhould think ut advilable. Wheretore they = 
laced to im what had paſſed at Ham (beew, the O 
ſtinacy of the Vice-roy, the Aﬀicton of Father Jaw 
cite, the Dinger where'n his Church was, the Res 
whereot would intallibly involye in it. the utter Res 
ot ail che Mittin in the Empire. Sas 62 your Bn 
drawours, My Lord, addcd they, jew lnefeitiual ; then 
apprars moihing that can put @ Stop ts the Vidlencr of ts 
obfinate Mandarin, but the Emmpercr's Authority; bu 
we ſhould be waning to eur true Intereſts, ( and was 
ſwans the more with ww) to the Acknowledgment that w 
are bowed to groe fir your Favours; If wo were ruled 
any oiber Conſiderations than your 1. 

The Prince already provoked by the Vice-roy's be 
haviour, was nx forry at this Overture, and belies 
he had now found a fair Opportunity to rev has 
ic.t ; So that thele Fathers having recom tx 
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Importance of their Aﬀairs to God Almighty, where- 
in the ſolid Eſtablſhmene, or utter Ruin of Keligion 
was concerned ; came to the Palace on the 21it of 
December 1591, and demanded Audience. 

The Emperor ſent fome Eunuchs his Confidents 
w know what their Buhneſs was: The Father pre- 
ently declared to them, the heinous Exceſs of the 
Vice roy of Hams cheow, as well in reſpet of the MiC 
fnaries, 2s in reſpet of the Chriſtians un 
wnment ; they added moreover, that they fut- 
fred 2 ume without Complaining, in expea- 
tion, that their Patience would Cacifie hi Spiric ; bur 
ce the Miſchief became every day greater and 
greater, without all hopes of Remedy, they came to 
proſtrate chemielves at the Emperor's feer, as to the 
ulaal 4/plam of opprefied Innocence, moſt humbly to 
befeech him, to gram: ro ther Brethren in the Provin- 
a that happy Peace, they themſelves enjoyed at Pe- 
ls, in the very Sight, and under the Protetion of 
bs Majeity. 

The Emperor, to whom they reported this DiCl. 
wurle, had a mind to try the Fathers Conſtancy, and 
b return'd them no favourable Anſwer ; but they ne- 
ver cealing to reprelent the Unhappinels, this Indiffc- 
mace of the Prince was ſhortly hike to bring them 
ander. He ſent new Eunuchs to acquaint them, that 
he was amazed to ſee them fo infatuated with the 
Chniſtian Religion ; « it pyhble, he bid them tell chem, 
"that you arc always buhed about a World whither 
"you are not yet come, and count thet wherein you 
"as at prelent, as nothing ? believe me, Sirs, chere #7 
'4 tine for all yr nn, be betrer Improvement of 
' what Heaven inſtructs you wich, and deier all thoſe 
'Cares till you ceaſe to live; Cares that are profica- 
"Me to none but the Dead : For my park aid be, in 4 
'tollog way, 1 do not concern my felt felt in the Bu- 
\inek of the other World, and I do not take u 
Gg 4 * ms 
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ye to determin upon the Caule of theſe inwitible 
" Spirits. 

Then the Fathers, oppreſt with , ſhedding x 
torrent of tears, proſtrated them es to the very 
ground ; hay cated On Budo es renin 
Emperor the ſad Condition whereunto they were re 
duc'd : This would be the fir time, (aid they, that the 
mee abanden'd mucent Perſons, and appear d th 
ow Lamentations Ii , We are wes 
firable Strangers that be deals thur with w? At hedf, 
Gentlemen, pray tell bims, that the great Ged of Heawn 
and Karth, whoſe Cauſe we muntain, for whew wn 
fiebt, nay, and to whom be bineſelf is bebolden for of 


bu Grazdewr, well deſerves, that be exert all bi 
Power to make bim known, and bi; rg) wr mn, 


thoſe who do bim an injury in the perſon 
In fine, after all cheſe Tryals, « © grecuens Bring Princz, 
moved wich compaſſion, could no longer difſemble 
his real Seotiments, he therefore ſent to the Fathen 
(that were till proſtrate before his Palace Gate) an 
Ofhcer of hu Bed Chamber, to acquaint them, *Thex 
* he did not allow of the Vice Roy of Hew chew'\ 
* Proceedings, and that he was willing for their lake, 
"to pur an end to his unquſt Perſecunon ; —__ 
"in a word, there was two ways to 
* The firſt, to lend to the Vice Roy a lecret Orls 
' immediately, to give (atnfattion for Miſchichs paſt 
* char this way, tho' not fo Exemplary, was the met 
* ealie and fure The ſecond, to preſent a Penton 
* and obtain from the Tribunals a favourable Dec 
' for all the Miſhonaries, which would decide all Dif 


" rences. That they ſhould conlult amongſt ther 
\ (elves what would be moſt convenient 1n the preſest 
 conjuncture ; and when they had weighed the Re 
* lons on both lades, that they ſhould come back t& 
* next day to declare to hum their polxve Reſoi 
" non. 
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Theſe 


Perſecutions were fo much the more 


the Emperors gracious favour ; or, what was ſhll 
more dangerous, to intaul his, [ndignation upon us/and 
thoſe of our Religion, that in this hckle State wherein 
Religion was, the leaſt oppolition from the Mends- 
row would ſuffice to fet the Peoples hearts againſt ir, 
that the Great ones themſelves durſt never declare, 
or be Converted, for fear of being one day ref 
fible to the Parliaments for their Converſion, whi 
probably in time nught be made an heinous Crime. 
- A contrary, if fo be the Chriſtian Faith were 
once approved of by publick Ed&14, nothing after- 
ward could diſturb is Eſtabliſhment, fince u would 
be leſs odious to the Idolatrous People, becauſe the 
Chriſtians would make a publick on of it, and 
at laſt the new Miffionaries would enter without 1n- 
terruption into the vaſt Field of the Goſpel, and 
would there ſow, without any contradiction, that fa- 
<7 Word, which would then produce an hundred 


The only hope of ſuch a great Benefic, determined 
the Fathers to try this laſt mcans; and lo much the 


rather, 
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rather, becauſe they belieyed they could not in fu- 
ture Ume meet with any occahon more favourable to 
accompliſh ic, The cemembrance of fignal Services 
Father YVerbie# had rendered to the State, was till 
very recent ; the Empzror had declared how ſenfible 
he was of the reſolunon that Father Grawald: an s- 
has, had taken to crols the Seas again for his ſake, 
and (© undertake a rooſt tedious ney. Father 
Thomas a Flonming, was wholly taken up in Mathe- 
maticks, wherein he acquired the reputation of a 
Learned Knowing Man, and moſt Prous Miſondty. 
Father Pereirs a Portugueſe, for his part, took a great 
deal of pains a long ame in certain Inſtruments, 
and ſeveral Engines, that the Prince took great de- 
lhghe in : But that which did our buſineſs in good 
his heart, was the Peace which Father Ger hal 
but juſt then concluded three hundred Leagues from 
Pekin, between the Chineſe and Maſcovite. Prince Solan, 
nearly related to the Emperor, and Plenipotentiary 
ſtood amazed at his Zeal, and publickly declared 
that but tor hum chis Negotiation would never have 
terminated to the advantage of the Empire. He 
ſpoke of u to the Emperor to that purpoſe; and at 
that very time he in{pired him with ſenaments of 
Eſteem and Afﬀedtion for this Father, whach have 
continued ever fince beyond whatloever we were able 
to expet or hope for. Behdes, this ſame Father, 
together with Father Bover, both French, and of the 
number of thole whom the King ſent into Chive 1n 
1685, apply'd chemſclves for many Years to teach 
Geometry and Phulolophy to the Emperor, with (uch 
luccels, that he could never be weary in dilcourfing 
with them upon theſe Matters. 

But becaule thele zealous Miſhonaries were fully 
perſwaded, that when Religion is concerned, human 
Aſliſtances are very infigmificant, if God Almighty 
G& not ſecretly direkt and order the whole Work. 


They 
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able to refiſt : They ſpread open their 
——_ him, and diſcovered their hearts in his 
preſence, and told him with che fame confilencs 
that once animated Faudicth: Make bare, make bare, 
O Lord, thy arm on our behalf, « thes didf bertfoe, 
— nou be the %bftacle our Enemies 
gainf 1: Lit thoſe who beave brafted that they als he 
frey the Temple, who bave alrcady thy Alter, 
gs under foot the rm 4 of thy boly Name ; 
let them at preſent be ſenſible, that beforethee all ther force 
” op bY vanity and weakneſs: Put into our mouths, 
boly word, and repleniſh our bearts with theſe 
op Counſel: that make Truth always to triumph; to the 
end thy Houſe that bath been ſo many years in « totter- 
mg condition, may at thi: day be immovably ſettled and 
confirmed; and that all Nations may in the end confeſs, 
that thou only art the true God, and that 
* Tudub chap. 9. beſides thee, we ought to [eek for none 
other *. 

Aﬀer this fervent Prayer they ſecretly preſented 
their Petition to the Emperor, that they were after- 
wards to offer to him in publick. He read ir, but not 
finding therein what was the moſt capable to make 
impreflion upon the Spirit of the Chaneſes, (for they 
inhRted upon what principally related to the Sanity 
and\ Truth of Chriſtian Rehgion) he drew up ano- 
ther himlſelt in the Tartarian Language, which he ſent 
back to the Fathers, yet leaving them to their liberty 
to retrench, or add thereto, as they ſhall judge moſt 
convenient. 

Indced, if on2 do but never ſo latle reflet upon 
the paiticular Character of the Emperors of Chme, 
one cannot ſufficiently admire, that this prelent Em- 
peror ſhould vouthlate to delcend from the lotaeſt 
degree of Grandeur, which he oblerves every where 
elic, nay cycn in reſpet of the greateſt a= 

o 


were tranſatted at Pekin, 
, that had now leiſure to 
ſome refleftions upon his Behaviour, was not 
peaceable in his Province. The Credit of Prince 
Soſan did grievouſly perplex him ; and above all he 
dreaded his juſt reſentment : For to pacihe him, he 
thought it the wiſeſt courſe to ſend one of his OG. 
cers to him, under prerence to juſtifie hunſelf to him, 
in efte&, to exaſperate the principal Mandarin 
of Ligew againſt the Miſfionarics, in caſe he ſhout 
any overture to do 1t. 
At that time this Officer arrived at Court, but 
Prince Soſan would not fo much as hear him ; and 
packing him away, briskly cold him, that he woch 
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wondered that his Maſter made fuch letle account 
of Perſons whom the Emperor honoured with his 
affetion, and employed and truſted in his ſervice. 

Ar to what relates to their buſineſs, 1 amv us more 
concerned in it, than the Emperor would himſelf. Theſe 
Father: bave implored bu Proteiiion, and be well wnder- 
fhands bow to do them Fuftice without my imternedimng. 
, when I writ on ther bebalf, t was wot ſo much ty 
do them @ kindneſs, a1 ___—— of Friend- 

p to the Vice- Roy, im plucking bam from the Precipice 
Sy diſcreetly throws bouſelf, 

This Anſwer did fo ſtartle this Ofticer, that with- 
out ever dreaming of making any other progreks, he 
returned to his Maſter at Haw-cheew to render an ac- 
count of the ill ſucceſs of his Commiſion. The Fa- 
thers who had notice of ut, underſtood by that, that 
they were to loſe no time, and that they were ſpec 
dily to improve the good diſpotition of Prince Soſee. 
So that upon Candleme: day they went to the Palace, 
and offer'd tothe Emperor with the uſual Ceremonies, 
the Petition that he himlelt had compoled, of wich 
ſee here the Tranſlanon. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 

W- « fo you, with the moſt perfet# [i 

moſt profound reſpe#t that we are of, 
the beginning, end, inducement! and motroes of our mf 
bumble Requeſt , confident that you will wonchſaft 
to bear it with the ſame prudence that attends all you 
Attion;, and with that Benevolence wherewith you bawe 
been graciouſly plear'd to bonour us, 

On the month Menth of the Moon, Father Intorcetta, 
one of your Majeſty : Subjetts, whoſe abode 14 in the Cit) 
of Ham-cheou, did acquaint us that the Vice- Roy bad 
Brifily charged the Mandarin: of bit Province to pull 
down all the Temples of the Chriftians, to burn the Prov 
tng Tables, wen which is engraven all the Books of # 
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Religion. Moreover, be bath publickly declared, that cur 
Dottrime it falle and dangerom, and conſequently not to 
be tolerated in the Empire, and bath added [coral other 
thing 1 moſt diſadvantagrons to mi. 
Upen this News, Sir, ſerted with borror, and pene» 
trated with grief, we thought our ſolver obliged to bave 
recourſe to your Majeſty, ar the common Father of the 
efflited, to lay before you the deplorable Condition where- 
ante we are reduced; for excepe you grant us your Pro- 
teflion, it i1 altogetber impoſſible to avvord the Stratagenas 
of our Enemnvics, and to ward the Blow wherewith they 
threaten «1. 
That which adminifters: comfort to wr, Sir, when we 
ar at your Mayjrſty's Feet, is to ſee with what Wil- 
you mf{uence as ol the ports of your Bm 
gire, 41 if it were the Body, of which you are the Soul ; 
and with what uwnconcernment and impartiality you 76+ 
gulate the Intereſt of each private Man, without accep- 
tation of Perſons. Inſomuch that yow could not be at ref 
f you knew but one ſingle Subject oppreft by Injuſtice, or 

even deprived of that rank and recompence be de- 


h 

Nw ſarpsſ;, Great Sir, the Mightief King: 
your Predeceſſors, who bave in their time permutted falſe 
Religions i» China ; for you do mtirely love Truth, and 
& wet approve of Fallkued. For this reaſon it 11, that tn 
taking your Progreſs ts view your Provinces, you bave 

4 thouſand tet monies of your Royal affeit ion to the 
—_ Miſhonarics that were in your Road; ar of 
yu meant thereby to teſtifie , that you value their Do- 
trme; and that you would be glad that they would 
ſettle in your States, What we delvoer bere is publick, 
oc? ron known to the whole Emprre. 

Therefore when we bebold the ViceRoy of Ham- 
theou to file the Chriftian Religion, the falſe and dan- 
_ Relagion , when we are mformed that be wſt1 all 

endeavours to deſtroy it 5 bow are wi able ts frifle ow 


jo 
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nf ory and forbear to declare to your Majeſty what 


at wet the firff time, Sir, that they beve 
ſeemed #1 without any reaſon; therefore Father 
Schaal your Subje, on whom your Predeceſſors beay'd 
many b—_ fevers, made it known ts all the 
Court, that the Rule: of the Celeſtial Motions ef ablihed 

the antient Aſtronomers of Chana, were a jo, 

propoſed athers, that - 4 pofeby ape nb he Con» 
fellations, they were approved made w/e of with ws 
ſnuall ſucceſs ; ſo that this Chenge browg bt Order ag am 
mts the Empire. Tour Majeſty is net ant of what 
paſt at that time in Pekin, we may, I bope, beve leave 
ro remember bow Matters ſtood there, ſince they ave (o 
many ſmguier _= y yp ek there recrived : Tit upon the 


account theſe Errors, bow 
mu b the Father —_—— ſuffer by Calunmmnic: 
bis Enemies ? Y cm tn nd tes of by Fd, 
falfly accuſed bum of ſeveral Crime: pretence 


Novelty, #1 if this new. Afrronemy bad not agreed wit 

Heaven, be diced, not being able at my ow OT 
bemſelf ; bat your Majeſty put Father Verbieſt 

place, and braped on bum [+ favours, that the life 
of thu ns mar Gon, and & words too faint ts 
demenffrate to all the World the greatneſs of bu achnow- 
ledgments, Tut did be deeply reſent all theſe benefits, 
and it was on purpoſe not ts be mgrateful ; that be wat 
buſed for above rwerty years in compo ſong all ſorts of 
Books for the & benefit, both in Afronomy, Arich- 
metick, Muſick, and Philoſophy, that are fill extant in 
the Palace, tegetber with drvers athers which be has wit 
tine ts compleas and finiſh, 

But fince your Majefty uu perſeitly inflrulted in «3 
theſe paritcalars, we dare mot prejwne ts tire our your 
patience by a longer diſcourſe. We do only bumbly beſeech 
your Majeſty to conſider, that all tha 11 wot ſufficient ts 


entitle ws to the Peoples #ffellon for w , and confidence in #« 
" 
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If, as they accuſe ur, the Law that we preach be fallt 
and dangerous, bow can we, Sug juftifie the Condut# of 
Princes, who bave benoured #1 with their ef rem ? 

Nevertheleſs not ts mention any thing of your Predt- 
cefſers, your Majeſty your ſelf bath made ſo ſire of out 
Loyalty, that you order'd Father Verbicſt to found ſomt 
Canon of & new Model, to fut an hd to & dangerout 
War : Tow made Father Grimaldi c#/{s the wat Ocran 
ts go into Muſcovy with the Litters and Seals of the 
6 Court of the Militia; you ſent the Fatherr Ger- 

and Pereira, very important Aﬀairs, to the 
vey furtheſt parts of Tartary. Neverthelt/: your Ma- 
well 1, that thoſe who are governed by tht 
Prenciples of @ falſe Religion, never uſe 10 ſerve ther Prince 
fau ; they almoeft ever abandon themſeloes to their 
an Paſſions, and never aim at any thing but their own 

If therefore we do exaBtly diſcharge cur duty, and if td 
this very day we have always [+ the publick good, it 
u mo eff this Zeal _/ from an brart wel 
Jets, full of effteems, and weneration, and (if we may 

bold to ſay jo) of @ ſingular afeftion for the Perſon of 
jr Majefty: On the contrary, if this beart once ceaſe 10 

to you, it would be from that wery time, contrary 
» right Reaſon, goed Senſe, and all ſentiments of Hu- 
many. 

Thus bemg ſuppoſed, Sir, we bumbly beſeech you to 
unfider, that after the fatiguer of « ee th Voyage, we 
av at length arrived in your Empire, exempt from that 
Spot of Ambition and Covotonſneſ1, that commonly bring 
«her Men thuber, but with an ardent defire to preach 1s 
yur People the only true Religion. 

And truly when we appeared bere the firft time, w: 
were entertain d with abundance of merks of diff nition; 
* we bove often ſaid already, and which we canme ve 
et tos oftesm, Im the tenth Tear of Chun-tchi they pre- 
nd ws to the [ole direftion of the Mathematichs, bd 
H b in4 
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the fearteecb Trar of the ſame Reign they gave us leave 
Is build a Charch at Pelgn, end the Emmperor brmſelf was 
willing to grant ws 4 particular place for the burial 
our Dead, In the twenty ſeventh Trar of your Mayefty i 
glorious Reign, your Majeſty bonoured the Memory of Fo 
ther act bn, + hay but alſo by the cae | 
vow took to cauſe the laſt Officer to be perform'd to bus, | 
with an almoſt Royal Pomp and Magnificence, Some | 
while after you appornted an Apartment and Maſſer ty 
the new French Miſſonartes, to facilitate their learning 
of the Tartarian Tongue. In @ word, you ſeem's [o wel 
ſatisfied with their deportment, that you cauſed the Str 
vices they bad rendered to the State by their Voyage: in 
to Tartary,and Negotiation with the Mulcovnes to bets 
ſerted in the Records of the Nation: What @ happineſs, 
Sr, —E—_—_—E ws 16 be judged capable of ſer 
as ſo great @ Prince / 
ince therefore your Majeſty, who dorr ſo wiſely x 
thi; grand Monarchy, voucbſafeth to employ m—— put /wcb 
con im as, bow is it poſſible there ſhould be one 
Mandari® ſo irrational to refuſe one of our Brabra 
permiſſion to lrve im bis Province * Veridy, Sir, owe cound 
ſufficrently deplore the bard Fate of that good old Man, 
who in @ little corner of the Earth, bumbly requires 
much ſpace as u neceſſary peaceably ts ſpend the remans 
der of bis daver, which yet be cannot obtain, do 
It « for th reaſon, Sir, that all of ws, your we Ea 
mot bumble Subjetts, who are bers like Teeſakes Or Þ wen 
phans, that would mjure no body, nay, who endeavour i }| hes 
mn 
the 


—_ 


lar 
an 
far 
wo 
” 


eveid Law-Snits, li, i, and the hat 
Conteftationt; It u for thu reaſon (we ſay) > PRI 
ſerch you to take our Canſe in band, with theſe ſentiment! 
of Equity that are ſo eſſential to you, bave ſome Cow 
paſſion, Sir, upon Perſons who bave commuted no Fax; 
and if your Majeſty, after being fully informed of = 
Carriage, dou really find that we are Innecent, we beſeed © our 


you ts let all the Empire underfland by a publick yo 
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the judgment you entertain of our Morals and Doefrine. 
ht « for the ebtaming thu Favour, that we aſſume the 
Wy of preſenting to you this Requeſt, In the mean 

every your Subjetts he Miſſoveries, will 

_ wb fear, and intire ſubmiſſion, what yeu ſhall 

pleaſed to Tx: tewebing the Premiſes. In the thir- 

dry Tear of » of Chambi, te 166. day of the 
12th. Month of the & Moos. 


The Emperor graciouſly received this Petition, and 
ſent the 18th. of the ſame Month to the Court of 
Riter, with an Order to examine it, and with the firſt 
opportunity to make report of it to him; but be- 
cauſe there 1s vacation in all the Courts of Judicatu re 
m Chane much about the ſame time, until the 15th. 
of the firſt Month of the Year following, the Ligcu 
could not Anſwer till the 18th. of the fazd Month : 
Upon the whole, their Judgment was much contrary 
» the Emperors Intentions, and Intereſt of the 
Miſlionaries. For the Mandarins having reported at 
hrge the antent Edits enacted againſt the Chrilts- 
an Religion, concluded that this butinels required no 
hrther diſcuſſion, and that they were to tick cloſe 
w the firſt Orders of Parliaments, and of the Court, 
whuch prohibiced upon grievous Penalties, the nacural 
horn Subjects to entertain the new Dodrine of the 
Earopeans ; that, notwithitanding they deem 'd it con- 
renent to preſerve the Church in the Cuy of Ham- 
dew, and to give order to the Mandarims of that Pro» 
rince, not to confound the Chriſtian Religion with 
the ſeditious Sets of Chine. 

The Emperor was in a manner as much concer- 
md as the Miſſionaries at this new Decres: when 
they preſented ue to him, he diſcovered lome trouble 
«x, and left it for leveral days in his Cloſer, with« 
at declaring himlſclt, to the end that the Menderms 
« Lipew having notice of n, might have tme co come 

H h 2 back ; 
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back ; but when he ſaw their Obſtinacy, he was not 
willing to make turbulent Spirits to Rebel, and re 
folved at laſt, tho' fore againſt his Will, to Sign it. 

This News threw the Fathers into a great 
nation; and one Ches a Gentleman of the Bed-Cham- 
ber, whom the Emperor ſei to comfort them, found 
them in a condition worthy of compaſſion. He wa 
troubled at it himſelt (for he loves us dearly, and hath 
done us upon ſeveral occaſions moſt ſignal Services.) 
This Officer endeavour'd,as he had order, to moderate 
their AMAon; but whether it was that theſe Fathen 
were not Maſters of themſelves, or that « had 
quite given over all thoughts of keeping any further 
correſpondence with a Prince that had deſerted them, 
they utter'd upon this occation whatſoever the moſt 
{en(ible griet is able to inſpire into afflied Perſons. 

What femme, my un lay they, all the Favorn 
it hath hitherto pleaſed the Emperor to do us, fince 
at this conjunure himſelt makes them unpr , 
Was it to rumble us down in a more illuſtrious man 
ner, that he apply'd himſelf fo long time to exale w? 
What delight will he take hereafter to ſee us, covered 
with ſhame and confuſion, to ſerve for a la 
ſtock ro our Enemnues, and be a Spetacle to the w 
Empire ? Will that Prince who loved us fo dearh, 
will he be able hereafter, without being moved at s, 
to hear that the IRabble infult over us? That bs 

ty Office's make vs to be beaten in open Cours! 

hat Vice-Roys baniſh us from their Provinces, tha 
they exile us ſhametully trom his Empire ? 

We lay out our ſelves tor him, our Cares, Studie. 
and all our Watchings are given to him. One par 
of our Brethren are alreadv dead by their Labours, © 
thers have impair'd their Health by the ſame; ant 
we. who are ſhll alive, enforced by the ſame defi 
of plcating him, willingly and freely ſacrifice all te 
precious moments oft our Lite ro him, a 
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We hoped to merit by this Zeal, that he would at 
length approve of the Religion which we preach to his 
People, (tor why ſhould we difſemble the matter to 
you, to you who have fo long known the real ſenti- 
ments of our hearts) that was, you know, the only 
motive of all our Undertakings: How Powertul, how 

gnificent foever this Prince may be, we ſhould ne- 
ver have had the leaſt thoughts of coming fo far © 
ſerve him, if che Intereſt of our moſt Holy Faith had 
Not engages us therein. Nevertheleſs he profcribes it 
at this day, and Signs with his own Hand the ſhameful 
Decree of our Condemnation. There you ſee, my 
Lord, what all our hopes come to; there is the fruic 
of all our Labours: with how much greater calmae(s 
would we have received the ſentence of Death, than 
an Edit of this nature? For, do not imagin that 
we are able to ſurvive the loſs of Chriſhaniry. 

This Diſcourſe, attended with a great deal of 
trouble, and a torrent of Tears, made great impref- 
hon upon the Officers ſpirit ; he went immediately to 
report it to the Emperor, and deſcribed to him the 
Fathers ſorrow in ſuch lively colours, that this good 
Prince gave way to ſome emotion. I beave always, 
hid he, ſought out all eccaſions to do them @ kindneſs, 
het the Chineſe beve traverſed all my good deſigns, 1 
weld at this time forbear following the ffream ; ” 
fart, bowever the caſe ftands, they may make account that 
[ love them, and that I ſhall not forſake them. 

In eftet, he began more than ever to employ them 
in his Service ; but yet, he no longer found the lame 
agerne(s in the execution of his Orders, nor the lame 
krenenefs and alacriy upon their countenances. The 
aways appeared b:tore him dejeRted, mourniul, and 
wif their Heads had been out of order by the ſhrewd 
tow they lately received. However, he was fo far 
rom being diſheartenced, that he propoſed to them 
© lead tor a Door of Phyhick to Court, who was 

Hh 3 newly 
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newly arrived at Macao, who that he might be the 
more ſerviceable to the Miffions had turned Prieſt of 
our Company. 

The Fathers made anſwer that this Do@or had 
wilh'd, and that two with a great deal of Paſſion, to 
employ his Skill, and all the Arcana of his Art to 
preſerve ſuch a precious Health, as thet of his Ma- 
jeſty, but being amazzd at the Decree thar had paſt 
againſt the Chriſtians, he was quite off from any 
deſign to come into Chimes, and that he was preparing 
to return into Exrepe : that, nevertheleſs, fince hy 
Majeſty ordered ie ſhould be (o they would write with 
all expedition to Mares to have tm come. Whilt 
the Miffionaries were over Head and Ears in ther 
melancholly, the Vice-Roy of Ham-chrow triumphed at 
his firſt ſuccels, and caſt about how to take new mea- 
{ures to hniſh his Work. He fer all the Commiſſio- 
ners of the Offices at work tor feveral days, to draw 
out Copies of the new Decree, to have them diſperſt 
throughout all the Provinces ; at laſt he iſſued out 
more levere Orders againſt the Chriſhans than the 
former. In hne, not longer doubting of the Victory, 
he ſent to the Emperor an ample requeſt againſt the 
Miſſionaries to accomphſh their undoing ; but this 
requeſt came a little roo late: and when un was pre 
ſented the Face of Aﬀairs was already altered. 

For Prince Soſan not being able ro withſtand the 
Solictations of the Fathers, and eſpecially of Father 
Gerbillen, whoſe particular Friend he was, reſolved 
to Solicite afreſh on our behalf, wherefore he wen 
and found the Emperor, and repreſented to hum what- 
ſoever the moſt Zzalous Chriſtan could poſhby 
have ſpoken on the hike occaſion: 

He fer briore hum again, the Zeal and Devotion 
of the Fathers in whatſoever reſpeted his Perſon, 
the Strvices they had rendered the State during the 
Wars, their being intent to perfet the Sciences, and 
ta 
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to refine the Kalendar. In « werd, Sir, faid he, 
they are 4 ſort of Profle that make no account of their 
lives, == wy - ſy 2» 6 © Tis 
Tue, all the wot deſerve that your Majefty ſhould 
approve of their Faith, if # be atherwiſe dangerous ; but 
was there ever 4 more wholſome DoFrme than theirs, or 
more beneficial to the Government of a People ? 

The Emperor who ly heard this Diſcourſe, 
yet for all that perſiſted in his former determination, 
It is dove wow, (aid he to him, I ba ve done my 
ſelf # Kindneſs to have foveured theſe bonefs Miſſions- 
mes ; but the outragions c e of the Mandarim: agaimf 
thew, did not permit — mel mation, 

'How, Sir, replied the Prince, ere not you the Ms- 
fer ? And when the buſmeſ; was to do Tuftice to Sub- 
jets, ſo eminent as theſe are, could net you interpoſe your 
Authority ? I will go my ſelf, of your Majeſty thinks fie, 
ts theſe Gentlemen, and I am not without bopes of bring- 
img thew to terms, At laſt the Emperor, not 
any longer able to hold « out againſt fo prefling foli- 
cications ; cauſes a Lerter immediately to be di{parthed 
to the Calass, their Aſkcifors, and to all the Tarts- 
news Mandarins of Lipee; and this is the purport of 
the Letter, . 

The thirty frf8 year of the Reign of Cham-lu, the 
ſecond day of the ſecond month of the Moon, Y-lam ho, 
Mimnifter of State, declares to you the IWill and Pleaſure 
of the Emperor ins theſe term. 

The Europeans is my Court bawe for @ long time been 
Direftors of the Mathematicks, During the Cront-Wars 
they bave rendered me molt of ifinal ſervice, by mean 
of ſore Connen that they got caft : their Prudence and 

ular Addreſs, accompaned with much Zeal, and wn 
atigable Tail, cbliges me once more ts conſider ther, 
4nd beſides that, thew Law #1 not Seditnms, and dei not 
mace People to Revolt, ſo that ut ſeem: goed fs wi Fo Pers 
mit it, ts the end that all thoſe who are willing to on- 
Hh 4 brace 
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brace it may freely go into the Churcher, and make yub- 
lick Profeſſion of the Worſhip there performed ts the Su- 
preme Lord of Heaven, 

Our Wall and Pleaſure therefore it, that all and ſrowadl 
the Edifts that buberto have been publiſhed agamaft it, by 
and with the Advice and Counſel of our Tribunals, be at 
preſent torn and burnt, Tin Mmifters of State, and you 
Tartarian Mandarm: of the Severeigns Court of Rites, 
aſſemble togetber, examine the matter, and groe me your 
Advice won the whele with all ſpeed. 

Prince So/an him(elf was prelent at this ppp ac- 
cording as he and the Emperor had ; and albex 
he was no Chriſtian,yet d1d he ſpeak fuch a pathe- 
tical and taking manner in favour of us, that he ſeem- 
ed rather to defend his own, or the States Cauſe, 
than the concerns of a Foreign Religion, theſe are hu 
own words, without adding one Syllable, as they are 
found in the Orzginal, which 1 fanhiully cranſlate 

* You know, Gentlemen, with what Application, 
* what Zeal, and Loyalty theſe Exropeans bube then» 
* ſelves 1n the Service of his Majeſty. The greatet 
* Men amongſt us, tho' concerned to preſerve and 
f maintain our Conqueſts, Ive rather devoted them- 
* {elves to Glory, Riches, and making their own For- 
' runes, than to the ferthng the State upon a found 
, bottom ; very tew of them do purely aun at the 
f Publick good. Thele Strangers, on the other hand, 
* exempt from all Paſhon, love the Empire more than 
* we do our felves, and do frankly Sacrihcs their own 
* repole to the tranquility of our Provinces. 

* We have experienced the ſame during the whole 
* courſe of our CrvikWars, and in the late bickering 
' we had with the Avſcovie, tor to whom do you lup 
* poſe us obliged for the happy ſucceſs cf that Nego 
* nation ? It would without all queſtion be conhitent 
* with my Intereſt, to aſcribe all the glory of it wo 
* my felt. 1 who have been the Plenipotentary tor 
* hs 
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s the Peace; but if I were fo un 20 © 
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" and reſped us, without ſo much as caring whether 
* we do fo by them? Certainly we ought to be con- 
"cerned , it Cy rs 
' other to Secrangers, w generoul 

=o us; and I am mchn'd to be- 

" heve, Gentlemen, that when you have made refls 

* ion thereon, you will give me thanks tor having 
* diſcovered to you the only way whereby they can 
* become ſenhible of our acknowledgement. 

* They have a Law, which «© chem inſtead of all 

* the niches in the World. They Adore a Deny, who 

alone makes up all their Comfort and Happineſs 
* Suffer them only treely to enjoy the benetic they pol. 

F (els, and i them to Communicate it to our 

* People ; f ee that very thing they rather do us a 

* kindnels, than we do them : yer they will be grate- 

"ful to us, and accept i from our hands as the recom» 
" pence of all theu Services, _ 


the Chriſtians. Beheve me, Genie 
it were to be wiſh'd that the whole Empire 


* would embrace their Religion. For, is it not that 
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* Modeſty, Simplicary, Uycpancs and T 

* Examin, Gentlemen, ſound if poſlible, the 
* Heart of Man; it there you one lingle Vice 
* which the Chriſhan Law does not forbid, or one Ver- 
* rue that it does notenjoyn, and counſel ; I leave you 
* to your hberty to declare againſt it. But now, it all 
' things 19 it be Holy and Conſonant to Realon, why 
* do you ſhil boggle to approve of it ? 

After that the Prince ſeeing their minds to be wa- 
vering, propoſed the Ten Commandments of our 
Religion, and explainea them with fo much Elo» 
Cs eaking wake conn HT 

to it, 

————_—_— ik Crate > ob top 
without any danger. The Em n- 
of what was debated; was pleaſed (for to 
render the Aion more famous) to have allo all che 
Miniſters of Seats to be convoked , with the 
Mandarins of Lopes, who were e, to whom they 
made known betorchand the Reſolunon of the Tar» 
m—_— | Aſſembly they repeated all chat 

In this general A t a was 
ſpoken in the private Aſſembly, and after Prince Ss- 
an had left no ſtone unturned to recover the Chme/e 

om their old prejudice, they came at length to this 

reſule, that a Law ſhould be enated favourable to the 
Chnſtians aaied wenn op in Rowe? Fats 
on, to be preſented to mperor to n his con” 
firmation of «, was to this effec. 

Heoupatar, SubjeZ ro your Majefty, Prefident of the 
Severeiges Tribunal of Rites, and chief of ſeveral other 
Orders, preſents ts you thu mo} bumble Petition with all 
the ſubmiſſion, and reſpel# which be and all bu Aﬀeers 
mght ts have for all your Commuandi, e/pectally when 
you do us the honour 1s require our Advice about the inws 
perians Aﬀeairs of State, 


I 
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We have ſeriouſly examined what any way relates ts 
the wb avetied from the extremutin1 of the 
World by the fare of _ —————_ —_—_ 
emment WI, ſ extreme 
which En Europe. Since they beve loved 
among it ui they bawve merited our oft eerm and _—_ 
ment, by the ſignal Services they have rendered ws in 1 
Civil and Forean Wars ; by their continual application to 
Compoſing of Books wery curious and profitable ; for the 
wprig bineſ1 and ſincere affet}ron for the Commonweal!. 
Beſides which, theſe ſame Europeans are wery 
they de not excite any Commetiuns, or foment Differences m 
theſe our Provinces, they do wrong 10 no Man, they commut 
no netorneus Falls ; moreever ther Dotirme T_ Afrmiy 
with the falſe and dangereom Set; that infeſt the Empure, 
went bey os Maxim; melrme —— = to Seditron. 
Since therefore we do neither binder the Lamas of Tar- 
tary, wor Bonzes of China frow beving Temples, mer 
from eff ermg Incenſe therein to thew Pagodes; much leſs 
can we with any reaſon reſtrain the Europeans, (wde 
neither aff nor teach any thing contrary to the wholſome 
Laws) from baving likewiſe their reſpefirve Churches, 
there to Preach their Religion = publick. Certainly theſe 
two theugs would be point blank contrary to one anather, 
and we ſhould manifeſtly ſeerm to contradit our ſelves. 
We therefore judge it revet and expedient that all the 
Temple: Dedicated to the Lord of Heaven m what place 
ſorver they may be, ought to be preſerved, and that we may 
ſafely permit all theſe who would boncar thi God ,, to 
enter into bis Temples, to offer Incenſe to bom, and 7 pet 
that Worſhip to bim that bath bitherts been pratiiſed by 
the Chriſtians according to their ancient Cuſtom ; [o that 
newe may for the time to cone preſume to oppoſe the ſane, 
In the mean time we ſhall expel} your Majeſty's Orders 
iberenpon, ts the end we may Communicate them ts the 
Ur Ur Boers and Vice Roj1, 41 well al Pekin gr aft other 
Cilier of the Provinces. Done in the thirty firſt year f 
ſ 
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the Reign of Cham hi, the third day of the ſecond month 
CS Moon, Signed, the Preſident of the Sovereige 


to be, ſays he 


DEE 


we bave green you our . Mmcver, 
of it to betaken, to be diſperſed into all the of cur 
Governments, and acquaint w of what you ſhall do i the 


he had beſtowed on him many demonſtrations of At- 
teQion, cauſed him to be conducted back again into 
his Province by Father Themes Mandarin of the Ma- 
themancks. He made his entrance into his City of 
Haw cheow in Triumph, farrounded by Chrifhans, 
and received by their Acclamation, who look'd upon 
him as an Angel of Peace. 

Neve:thelct, as God mixes alwars fone Bicternols 
with our Comforts, the joy this good Father had con- 
ceived, was ſoon overcaſt, and allayd by the utter 
rum of his Church, involved fomctime before in 2 
pudlick 
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publick Conflagraton, wherewich the beſt part of the 
City was conſumed. 

This Accident gave occaſion to Father Thomar to 
defire the Vice-Roy to build a new Church for the 
_ and he himſel! yu en ns that 

Emperor expected nt | This Mandarin 
was 1 vex'd at the ill ſucces of his Enter- 
ſe, which che late arrival of the Father increas'd; 
he was quite behides himſelf, to think he muſt be 
forced to a Stranger honourably in bs Capital 
City, whom he would with all his Heart have baruſh'd 
ſome days before from his Province; yet he diſſembled 
the matter hke a wiſe Man, and to comply with the 
time, he afforded <he Miffionary one of the fineſt 
Houſes in the City,till ſuch time, as at his own charges, 
he ſhould have rebuilt the antiene College. 

It was not at Hew chrow alone, that the Chriſtian 
Religion leem'd ro Triumph ; all the Churches of the 
Sn _—_ Edit, 1n on 4 er 
out ptivity, by granting to 0 
Conſcience, gave great demonſtrations of joy ; but 
the City of Macao, that ſerved for a Cradle to the In- 
fant Chnftianuty, made its joy to appear by a folemn 
Holy-day, which was accompanied with all the tokens 
of publick mirth and chearfulneſs, which the Peoples 
Devotion rendred much more ſolemn. 

Thoſe who ſhall conſider the Conſttruton of the 
Government of Chins, the almoſt inſurmountable 
difficulties that Strangers have mer with im ſcrewing 
themſelves intoit ; the averſion of Mens minds from 
novelty in Matters of Religionz and on the other 
hand the ſmall company of Miffionaries Exrope hath 
ſupply'd us with. The Cinil Wars, and Revolunons 
that have fo often diſcompoled the State in this latter 
Age, will ſeriouſly contefs, that this Occurrence, one 
of the moſt memorable that probably hath happened 
hince the Infancy of the Church, cannot be = 
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duct of human wildom. * Dew auters 

Rex mofter ante [acula operate off ſalutes * Pſa. 71, 

w medioterr&; Tu confirmd fi m wirtute 

Ins mart Tu confregi/ti capa dracens —twws off dies 
& tua eff nox, It 1s our God, "tis our everlaſting King 
who hath wrought Salvation in this vaſt Ki 
which they call the middle of the Earth Hens 
who hath for ever a Calm upon this Sea, fo 
much agitated, and infamous hitherto for fo 
Shipwrecks. Thou haſt, O Lord, bruiſed the head 
of that proud t Dragon whoſe Name 

was fo dreadful. It is now then , I he Deegan ” 
that the Day and the Night, that 9 peers am, 
xs 9 lay, the Eaſt and the Weſt be- China. _ 
long to thee; foraimuch as both 

Worlds have at laſt ſubmnred to thy Empire. 

At fuch time as | had the honour to preſent to the 
moſt holy Father, that Idolatry in the Eaſt, attacked 
on all by the Miniſters of Goſpel, was juſt 
on the Point of falling; and that if once Chme 
be drawn 1n to declare irdelt in favour of us, all che 
People adzacent, lead by their example, would quick- 
ly break their Idols in pieces, and would not be long 
before they ſubmitted to the Yoak of the Chriſtian 
Faith ; this thought alone tranſported this holy Ponak 
with joy, and revived that (incere Piery, and fervent 
Zeal in his Heart, that he ſhews upon all occahons 
tor the Salvation of Souls; but he told me that ſuch a 
great change as that was no ordinary Miracle. 

What Sentiments will he have, my Lord, when he 
underſtands that, what (as things then ſtood) he ſcarce 
durſt for, are now at laſt accompliſh'd tor the 
glory of tus Pontificate, and univerſal benefit of Chr 
ſtendom. We know moreover, that fince this fa* 
mous Ed1&, the Chmeſe run in crowds to be baptiſed 3 
that the Mandarins, ſtill Ldolaters, build Churches 
the only True God. That a Prince of the Blood hath a" 
Jur 
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jured his Errors, and embraced the Faith and Croſs 
of JESUS CHRIST. That the Emperor himſelf 
cauſeth a Church to be erected in his Palace, and 

the Miniſters of the Goſpel near his own 


Theſe happy preparations will, without all queſt:- 
on, oblige the holy Father to employ all his cares to 
the entire compleating of fo great a Work ; to that 
effet we demand of him Paſtors formed by his own 
Hand, and repleniſhed with his Spirit : Miffionaries 

unbvaſled, learned, ſelf denying, that yoyn 
Prudence with Evangelical S1mpliciey z who may 
ſeek the glory of Chriſt, and that of the Nation, ra- 

Laſt of all, we heartily wiſh that all Chriſtian 
Kingdoms, out of Emulation one of another, may 
ftrive (under the Popes Authority) who ſhall till ſend 
moſt Miniſters into theſe vaſt Countries, to ſhare with 
us in oar Labours, and extend our Conqueſts Nay, 
tho' the moſt populous Univerities, and moſt fa- 
mous Seminaries ſhould be tranſplanted thither , it 
would yet be but few. Yea, and withall theſe afſ- 
Rances, we ſhould i—_— to ſpeak inScri- 
pture Language, groan under the burthen, and heat 
of the day: What would become of us if we leave 
this new born World to a {mall number of Labourers, 
whom the Piety of ſome do there maintain ? 

It is to beg this favour, that I affume the boldnels, 
my Lord, to intruſt you at this trme with the concerns 

the Miffions I am well aſſured that you never un- 
dertook any buſineſs of Conlequence tor the good of 
Chriſtendom, but you accompliſh'd it. Now, altho' 
this that | propoſe to you were ten tunes more dith- 
cule than it is indeed, | am, in a manner, ſure of fuc- 
cels, as ſoon as ever you ſhall pleaſe to taks it upon 
you. 


Yet 
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Yet notwithſtanding, my Lord, to ſucceed happily 
in this bulineſ(s ; it 1s noe neceſſary ro exert, do 
in practice all choſe qualines of mind, that make you 
almoſt ever ſuperior to great Enterpriſes. That con+ 
ſummate Wiſdom, that conducts you through the moſt 
ſure Roads. That continual intention of mind, which 
the hardeſt Labour cannot interrupt. That dextrous 
infinuating ConduR, fo impenetrable to the quickeſt 
Eyes In a Word, that Art, fo peculiar to you, of 
perſuading, and obtaining what you pleaſe. All chis 
1s not requiſite to the butinelſs in hand, you need do 
no more here but abandon your felt to your own 
Zeal, and uſe that lively, and natural Eloquence that 
animates your Diſcourſes, every time you are pleaſed, 
in the Sacred College, to ſtand up for the Intereſt of 
Rotgen, or when you repreſent to Chriſt's . Vicar 
the Urgent neceſlines of the Church. 

Your Care, your Piety, my Lord, will be ſeconded 
with as many Apoſtles as you ſhall procure Miſſiona- 
ries for us: then, will, the [dolaters newly Converted, 
and Behevers cſtabliſh'd and fertled in Faith, be <- 
qually ſenſible of the great benefits that you (hall pro- 
cure them, and the People enlghtned by thele Di- 
vine Lights, which the Holy See ſhall diſperſe as far 
as the extremity of the Earth, will all their lives long 
bleſs the Paternal Charicy of the Vicar of Chriſt, and 
ardent Zeal of his Miniſters I am in the moſt pros 
found reſpet 


My Lard, ' 
Your Emmence 1 moſt bumble 
and moſt obedient Setwan', 
LJ. 
Ii 
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A Letter to Monſieur, the Abbot Bignon. 
A General Idea of the Obſervations 


we have made in the Indies, and 
in China, 

SIR, 

Liho, you ſhould not be at the Head of the 
moſt Ingemious Learned Men in Exzrepe, by 
the Rank you hold in the Acadersy Royal, yet 
the Paſſion I have always had, to give you 

ſore Marks of my Eſteem, and to moons 
Knowledge,w engage me to communicate to you, 
what we have performed 1a the Indies, as to the pers 
feion of Sciences. 

It is, Sir, for the Credit of this Illuſtnous Acade- 
my (with which, we have ſuch a ſtri& Friendſtup, 
and Correſpondence) that a Perſon of your Meri, 
ſhould ſeem to have any Eſteem for the Perſons « 
emplors in it's Funtion ; and I ſuppoſe, the Protedl- 
on you are picaled to afford us my. World, will be 
taken kindly by them ; but it 1s yet more our part 
cular Intereſt, that you would ſeverely, and ſtnly 
examin our Works, and that when you have unplo- 
red the Eſteem of the Publick on our behalf, you 
would by an impartial, and learned Crincizing, take 
ſome Pains to perte& us, and make us one Day wor- 
thy of its Approbation, and your own. 

It 1s not, Sir, that 1 have a mind 1n this Place, to 
explain to you in particular, all chat we have per- 
tormed, 


ſ'* 
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formed, to acquire a more exat Knowledg for the 
Facure, of the Monon of the Stars, of to deliver Me- 
monres to thoſe who delign to penetrate farther into 
the ſecret Myſteries of Natore. This Work, which is 
of too large an Extent, to be compriſed within the 
Compals of a ſingle Letter, will ſerve for the Subje&t 
of an intre Volume, which we hope ſhortly to have 
the honour to preſent to you. 

My Delign at preſent, is only to give you a general 
Idra of it, to the end, that underſtanding before hand 
the Road we have hitherto kept, you may the berrer 
jadge what 1s neediul to be added, to make us ExaR, 
or to be alecred, as to our Method, 

When we departed from Paris, with the Inſtrucr 
ons of the King, of his Miniſters of State, and of the 
Academy Royal, we propoſed to our (elves, nothing 
leſs than the perteion of natural Sciences ; bur this 
Projet containing in i a great diverlity of Matters, 
we ſuppoſed « convenient for every one to take his 
Part, not only becauſe each of us had not leifure 
enough to phe ſo many different Sendfes all at once, 
but allo, becauſe the Spirit of a Man hath ins Limits, 
and it s very rare, to find in one and the ſame Perſon, 
a Gems equally proper tor all Things. 

So that we agreed that ſome of us ſhould addi them- 
ſelves to Aſtronomical Obſervations, Geometry, and 
to the Examination of Mechanical Arts ; whilſt others 
ſhould chiefly be taken up in the Study of what re- 
lates to Anatomy, Knowledge of Simples, Hiſtory of 
Animals, and other parts of Natural Philoſophy, 
which every one ſhould chooſe, according as lis Fan- 
cy led him ; yet fo, that even thoſe who ſhould keep 
themſelves within the Compals of any fubjet Mar- 
ter, ſhould, nevertheleſs, not negleR the reſt, when 
Time, Place, or Perſons, ſhould aftord them Occa- 
ons to make any new Diſcovery therein : we agreed 
hkewiſe that we ſhould mutually —— our 
I1 2 wh 
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Notions one to ancther, to the end, that each one 
might benefit by the common Refjetions, and with- 
al,that nothing,if poſſible, ſhould eſcape our attention, 

But let us cake what Care we d to ſucceed in 
this Undertaking, we ecahily ved, that Six Per- 
ſons buſicd beſides in the Study of Languages, and in 
preaching the Goſpel, could never be able to go 
through with ſuch a vaſt Defign ; It therefore came 
into our Mind, firſt of all, to engage the Ewr 
that were at that Time in the Indies, but above all, the 
Miffionaries ; to the end that every one of us might 
concur in carrying on a Deſign, equally Benchcul 
and Glorious to all Nations. Secondly, to eſtabliſh 
in divers Places, ſome particular Houles, where our 
Mathematicians, and Phi ſhould labour at. 
ter the Example, and under the Conduct of the A- 
cadermans of Paris ; who from thence, as from the 
Center of Sciences, might communicate their 
Thoughts, their Method, and their Diſcoveries, and 
receive, (if I may be fo bold as to ſay fo) as by Re- 
flexion, our weak 

But theſe Two Expedients, fo proper in themſelves 
for the promoting ot our Projet, and withal capable 
to render France Famous to Poſterity, have hatherto 
proved ineffeual ; on the one hand, we have found 
very little Diſpotiion in other Nations to ſecond us : 
on the other hand, the Revolutions of Siaw, have 
overthrown our tuſt Obſervatory, which the King's 
Liberality, and the Zeal of his Miniſter of State, had 
in a manner quice hmſhed. 

Thele Accadents, tho' tatal ones, 61d not yet diC- 
courage us; we had Thoughts of laying the Founda» 
tion of a Second Obſervatory 1n Chis, ſtill more 
Magnificent, than that of Siam. It would have been 
no tuch difecule Marter, to have buile ſeveral others 
atte: ward at Hiſpaan in Perſia, at Agria in the Mega 1 
Country, inthe lile of Barnes under the Line, 1n Tar 
14 
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tary, and in ſeveral other Places whoſe Situation might 
faclitate the Execution of our Defign; when that uni- 
verſal War, that has fer all Exrope on Fire ſo many 
Years, made us ſenhible of it in the Indies, and in one 
Moment, broke all our Meaſures. 
Perhaps, Sir, Peace may put us into the ſame Road 
ain, that the Tempeſt hath forced us to forlake, and 
all in good time, we ſhall enjoy a Calm equally 
advanta to Rehgion, to the Peopk's Happineſs, 
and to the Perteftion of Sciences. In the mean time, 
as contrary Winds do not hinder skiltul Pilots to go 
forward a little, notrwithitanding they do much re- 
tard their (ai ſo have we endeavoured, maugre 
all theſe T , to purſue our former Dehgn, and 
continue a Work , the Eflay of which, as you may 
rt ſce, will not perhaps be altogether unpro- 
ra 
The difficulty that Mcn have found from all Anti- 
quity, to regulate the Motions of the Sears, was never 
to be overcome, either by the Lucubrations of anci- 
ent Aſtronomers, or even by all the Penetration of 
the Neoterics , what Endeavrours ſoever our Imagi- 
nation may have uſed to dive 1ato theſe Myſteries of 
the Ommporent Creator, yet have we made but a 
forry Progreſs; and we muſt needs contels, that 
Heaven is at a much greater diſtance from our 
Thoughts, and Conception, than it is clevated aboye 
our Heads. Nothing can bring us nearer to it, than 
a continued Series of Obſervations, and an exact En- 
quiry into every thing that Occurs in the Sears, be- 
caule that this continual Arnention to their Monons , 
(making us perceive the grols, and as it were palpable 
Errors of ancient Syſtems) gives Occahon to Aﬀro- 
nomers to retorm them by lutle and Itle, and make 
them more conformable to Obſervation; to this pur- 
poſe, in thele latter 'days, men have {o carefully ap 
plied themlelves co the pertecting of Inftrumenc, 
I1 3 Pen- 
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Pendulums, Teleſcopes, and of whatſoever may any 
ways bring the Heavens nearer to our Eyes. 

in France, England, and Denmark, and in divers 
other Places in the World, they have clerated huge 
Machines, baile magaihcent Towers, as it were to 
ſerve inſtead of Stars to thole who would proceed in 
this new Road; and the Progrels that many Obſer- 
vators have already made, is ſo confiderable, that 
one may hope for great Matters mtuture Ages; pro 
vided Princes do continue by their Liberahry, to up- 
hold ſuch a toilfome Piece of Work. This is, Sir, in 
— , what we have contmibuted towards i for our 

_art. 

Firſt of all, we have been moſt converſant in Ob- , 
ſerving the Ecliples, and becauſe rboſe of the Sun, 
have more than all others, occaſioned peoples Ad- 
miration + we have been very Diligent to improve all 
Occaſions that might ſeem favourable tous. Amongſt 
thoſe that offered themlielves, there chanced to be 
Two formcwhat odd, and particular, and will afford 
ſome delight ro the Curious, 

The Firſt, was the Echpſe that happened about the 
end of April, 1655, We knew that it was tobe Total 
in ſome Parts of Chms, altho' at Pehin where we fo 
1aned ſome time betore, it was to be but indifferent 
Great; for you know, Sir, there is a great difference 
b:ween the Eclipſes of the Sun, and rboſe of the Moon ; 
The Moon that hath only a precarious Light, us co- 
vered with real Darkneſs, when ever the Karth robs 
her of the Sun beams, and doth not appear eclipled 
to ſome certain People, but chat ſhe at the ſame time 
hides hes lace trom the Eyes of others in like manner. 
The Sun on the contrary, that is a Body of its own 
Nature,alwavs Splendid, always Luminous, or rather, 
is gh ut felt, can never be Obtuſcated or Darkened, 
and when the Moon by covering i, leems to deprive 
« of all ics Luitre ; x wnot theSun that 5 Eclioled, ic 

ts 
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is the Farth, it us we indeed that do find our elves 
at that time all in Darkneſs. So that Aſtronomers 
would ſpeak more proper , it inſtead of naming it 
an Eclipſe of the Sun, they would name it an Eclipſe 
of the Earth. 

Thence it comes to paſs, that this Eclipſe is at the 
ſame time very different, according to the different 
Regions where one is, inlomuch, that if ſeveral Ob. 
ſervators at a diſtance one from another, were pla- 
ced upon the ſame Line drawn from Eaſt to Weſt, 
it might {o happen, that the firſt would ſee the whole 
Body of the Sun, as it 1s commonly ſeen, whilſt the 
ſecond would diſcover but one Part of it. There, ic 
would appear half covered, here, it would be no more 
than an Ark of Light ; and ſtill farther off, it might 
perchance totally diſa k 

It u likewiſe tor the ſame Reaſon, that an Obvſer- 
vator placed at the Center of the Earth , would not 
behold the Sun Eclipled, as we do here; now this 
Difference, which they term the Perelax, would in- 
creaſe, or decreale, according as this Luminary 
ſhould be more or lefs elevated above the Hocizon ; 
this 1s what the Chineſe were hicherto ignorant of, and 
of which, to this day, they have but a = = qo 
al Knowledge. As for the Indiew, much lels capa 
ble of being Poliſhed, and Refined than the Chaeſe, 
they are Soon admiring fach wondertul Eftects ; 
Inſomuch, that the King of S:am demanded one day, 
if the Sun in Ewrope, was the lame with theirs in the 
Indies, being it appeared at the ſame nme fo differenc 
in theſe Two Places. 

Wherefore we departed on purpole from Peta, to 
get to Kiew-chrow, a contiderable City in the Province 
of Chenſi; where, according to our Calculation, me 
Sun was to be totally Eclpled : Yet, it was not lo, 
becauſe 'the Longitude of the Country was not yet 
perfeRtly known to us. The Heavens were that day 

: ti 4 3 
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extreme Serene, the Place very Convenient, our In- 
firument firly Placed, and being Three Obſervators, 
nothing was wanting that might render the Obſerva- 
non ExaQ. 

Amongſt the different Methods, that may be made 
uſe of for theſe forts of Operations, we Choe 
of Two, that ſeemed to us the moſt Plain and Eake ; 
The one was to look upon the Sun, with a Tele 
of Three Foot long, in which they had placed at 
form objeflivvi, Reticuls or lintle Net, compoled of 
Twelve litle Threads of raw Silk, very ſmall, and 
equally diſtant one from another, yet fo, that 
might preciſely take up all the Space af the Sun,w 
Diameter appeared after this manner to the Eye, di- 
vided into T welve equal Parts. 

The Second confiſted in receiving the repreſenta- 
tion of the Sun (by a Teleſcope of Twelve Foot) that 
was painted upon a piece of Paſtboard oppoſe to the 
Opnc-Glaſs, at a proportional Diſtance; we had 
drawn vpon the faid Paſtboard Twelve httle Concen- 
erical Circles, the biggeſt whereot, was equal ro the 
apparent Diſcas of the Sun, So that it waseaſy for us 
to determin not only the Beginning, Duration, and 
End of the Eclipſe, which require no more bur a fin- 
gle Opric glaſs, and a well regulated Pendulum ; but 
allo irs Bignels, or (as they commonly call it) its 
Quantity, and the Time that the Shadow, or rather 
the Moon ſpends in covering -or uncovering each 
Pan: of the Sun: for notwwithitanding all theſs Parts 
are equal amongſt themſelves, yet it doth not there- 
fore tollow, that there is requiine an equal Number 
of Minutes to go over them, becauſe the continual 
Change ot the Farelex, retards, or puts torward the 
apparent Monon of the Moon. 

The:e wanted but the 24th Part to the total cover- 
"E of the Sun, and we determined it to be an Echpic 

Eight Digits and an halt, (for ſo Aſtronomers = 

n $f 
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x) for to make their Calculanon Juſt, ;— pa 
en pee ey Dio C—_— 
Twelve Digs, every it neo U0xry 
ny — x. _—_—_ wy of Bl when 
T t n were eclipſed, Day a 
3m all changed by ic; feng 
we could hardly have percerved it, it we had not had 
otherwiſe Notice of it: ſo that an ordinary Cloud 
was almoſt capable of producing the very fame 


, tho' we did not at the height of the 
Eclipſe, more than a lutle Ark of Lighe, yer 
a Man read very cafily in the Court, the ſmal- 
leſt Character. I have ſeen ſome Storms that obſcu- 
red the Heavens as much as they were at that Time. 
Thirdly, we could by no means diſcover any Sear, 
tho* we endeavoured it all we could. We only per- 
ceived Venus, which doth not denote any great Obſcu- 
rity, fince this Planet appears often nmes, even at 
ſuch time as the Sun is wholly riſen above the Horizon, 
The Chineſe notwithſtanding, were ternbly allarm- 
ed, imagining that the Earth was going ly to 
invelloped in thick Darkneſs. They made an hide- 
ous Noiſe all abroad, to oblige the Drages to be 
Itis to this Animal that they attribute all che Jlap- 
arances of the Stars, which come to pals, lay they, 
——_ + Celeſtial Dragon being bunger bir, holds 
at that time the Sun or Moon faſt between hs Teeth, 
with a Delign to devour them. 

Act length the Light returned by Degrees, and caſed 
the Chineſe of thew Trouble ; bur we continued our 
Operation, comparing by ditferent Calculations, the 
Greatneſs, Conemuance, and Ending of thus Echpſe, 
with the different Tables of ancrent and modern A- 
fironomers There was allo made at Prhin, Ham- 
cheow, and in ſeveral other Cines of Chizs, the very 
ſame Obſervations, which might have ſerved to de» 
"VA 


termin the rude of all theſe different Places, if 
we had not more fure, and caher Methods to 


caſlion ro make ſome Refletions upon 

Echpſes, whereot Authors ſpeak diverſly. Heroduw 
Lb. s. relates that upon the very Day that the Kiag 
of the Meder, and the King of the Lydiew fought a 
a bloody Battel, the Sun appeared totally echpied. 
The Combat, ſauh he, laſted a long Time with equal 
Advantage on both f1des; till all on a ſuddain, chick 
Darknels covered the Earth, and for a whike fulpen- 
ded the Fury of the Soldiers, Father Paw bath pla- 
ced this Ecliple in the Year 5979, before the ot 
our Saviour, on the gt of fþ , alcho' according to 
his Calculation, i ought 10 of 9 Digs 23 Mi- 
nutes ; imagining, without doube, that this Portion of 
the Sun echplad, was conliderable enough to venhe 
ſuch thick Darkneſs which the Hiſtorians mention : 
Neverthclefs, that is fo far from ſufficing, that our laſt 
Obſervation ought to convince us, that ſuch an in- 
d<fferent Eciple as that was, could not fo much as be 
lcen by the tants : So that it is much more 
probable, that thus famous Batte! was fought in the 
Year 5$5 on the 28th day of May, a Day whereon 
there chanced © be a total Echple of the Sun. 

Father Putax cannot dilagree with us about this 
laſt Echpſe, but if we reckon « according to his Ta- 
bles, we ſhall find that it is but of 12 Dugits 20 Mi 
nutes, that is Ro ſay, not quite fo big as ours; and for 
that Reaſon, we may ſuppoſe his Tables to be deſe- 
Rive, becauſe the 24th Part of the Sun {ufficeth (as 
we have oblerved) to make the Day Clear; 
notwithſtanding the Hiſtory would make us believe 
that it was oblcure, yea, and cven reſembling the 
darkeſt Night. 


In 
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bocles King ſailing into Africs 
bound tor e, the Sun torally 
N FERAL To asif it 


Mid-night; whereupon divers Aſtrono- 
= are of Opinion, that 
the Tables allow to this Eclipſe a Greatneſs, that 
comes pretty near thet of the Taal, do lufficienely 

makeout the Hiſtory : Nevertheleſs, els ante by 
what we have Obſerved, that the the Sears i 
have been perceived, eſpecially in that 

after that manner that Diederss and Taff ay, toy 
<d, if ſo be there had been any ſenſible Part of 
Sun diſcovered, except this nd ped deb 
ſed, had not been near the Horizow, as it 

in the Year 247, in the beginning of the Reign of 
Gerdianas Junior ; tor at'that Timethe Heavens were 
ſo darkened, that it was impoſſible to know one ano- 
ther wwhout Wax tapers, at leaſt if we give credit to 

Capito/mmms. 

The Second Eclipſe we obſerved, fhil more conſtr 
derable than the former, was leen by Father Tacherd 
_ Voy into the Indies, he was at Sea on board 

Holand Veiſel ; and if the Place wonld have given 
diwizecs _— ule of Inſtruments, we ſhould ne- 
ver have ſeen any thing more ingemous on this 
Subj. 

The Eclipſe appeared Cenrrel, that is to (ay, the 
Center of the Moon, was quite oppolice to the Cen- 
ter of the Sung but becaule the apparent Piſces of 
the Sun, was at that time bigger than ther of the 
Moon, there was ſeen in the Heavens, a bright Ring, 
of a great Circle of Light, and what is moſt to be 
wondred at on this Occahbon 1s, that Father Tachard 
aſlures us, that this Circle was at leaſt a Fingers 
breadth, which would not agree, nexther with the 
Tables of ancaent Altronomers, nor of the —_— 

e 


Annhlory Keligfe are very rare ; yea, and fome 
a oof Opinun, that there cannotbe any 
at al] , becauſe they ſuppole as a thing granted by all 
hands, that the Diameter of the Moon, even in ts 
Abog aum, that is, at it's greateſt Diſtance from the 
Farth, was always either equal to that of the Sun, or 
even ſenſibly y greater, 

So likewiſe Kepler writing to Clavie, upon the 
Account of an m—_ that they had obſer- 
ved at Rewe on the gt Aped; ——_—> 4 

etends that this Luminary Border was nothing el 

t a little Crown of condenſed Air, enflamed, or 
enbghined by the Sur-beams, broken, or refrated 
in the Atmoſphere of the Moon. This laſt Obler- 
vation may be capable of undecerving thoſe who may 
have perſiſted obſtinately to follow = ike Opimon, 
as well as to diſabule Goſendw hs Diſciples, who ima- 
gin that the Sun cannot flaw over the Moon above 
Four Minutes at moſt, that us to lay, by it's 1Soth 
Part. 

Beſides theſe Two Ecliples, we have allo feen 
ſome others of tefſer Conlequence, which 1 ſhall for- 
bear to mention, becauſe they contain nothing ex* 
traordinary. T hoſe of the Moon have moſt ——_ 
ed our time, not only becauſe they are in a 
Number, but becaulc there is greater difcule to ob- 
ſerve them well, 

The brighter the Sun is, the more ſenſible is its 
dee, and the body of the Moon, very obſcure and 
opake of it felt, depriving us of the hghe of x, doth 
ne: permit us to doubt 1o much as one moment w_ 


Poinc. 

The Earth in "its different Aſpects lit bears to the 
Sun, hath always ane half of us Globe cnlighened; 
whulſt its other Henulphere muſt needs be in Dafk- 
neſs, hke a Bowl that s enlightened by a Wax candle 
by , io that on one fide there s a projection, 
as it were along Tail of Shadow, in faſhion of a Cone, 
point whereof very far extended, and loſerh «- 
at hin the vaſt extent of Air. 

Whent the Moon by ns particular Monon, 


ES C—_ Space , ſhe loſerh her 
, and obſcure berfclt ; but now if we 
could mark the very Moment wherein be enters into 
it, and comes out again, we ſhould know exactly, the 
ing and ending of the Eclipſe, but ſeveral Ac- 
that at that thne, do not ſuffer us to 
obſerve it with lo great nicenels. 

Firſt of all, a long time before the Moon touches 
the Shadow , I but juſt now mentioned, 1s oriencal 
Border 1s enlightened only by a {mall Portion of che 
Sun, which the Earth deprives her of by hitle and 
lutle, and by picce-meal : fo that at that ame, there is 
to be ſeen a kind of Smoak that ſpreads abroad nien- 
fibly upon the Body of the Moon, which often pre- 
cedes the real Shadow a Quarter of an Hour ; being 
this Smoak always increaſes, according as the Ecliple 
approaches, it us fo confounded and mixed with the 
beginning of the Shadow, that it s almoſt impoſſible 
to diſtinguiſh i from nt. So that nexher Experience, 
nor Application, nor yet the belt Telclcopes, Cay 
hin- 
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hinder an able Obſervator from miſtaking ſometimes 
One Minute, nay, and fornetmes Two. 

Secondly, when | fay, that the Eclipſe ts canſed by 
the interpolitzon of the Terreſtrial Globe, it is no: 
that the Moon 1s then plunuged into ws Shadow, winch 
never reaches farther than Eifry Thouſand Leagues, 
ſuppoſing the Earth' to be 1146 Sea- 
Leagues, whereas the Moon, event in her Perig ans, 
is above 57000 Leagues from the Earth: Bur the 
Globe of the Earth being encompaſied with a thick 
and groſs Air, which we call its Atmoſphere, which 
the Rays cannot quite penetrate ; there is cauled by 
the interpolition of thoſe Vapours a new Shadow, 
whole Diameter, and Length, do tar furpals the crue 
Shadow of the Earth. Now thele Vapors are fo much 
the more Tranſparent, as they are the more Remoce 
from us ; whence it comes to pals, that they alſo make 
a more taint Shadow at the beginning and end of the 
Echpſe, and conſequently, they do not afford that 
Liberty to Oblervators, to determin them with any 
exactnels. 

You may underſtand by that, Sir, why we ofren 
diſcover the Moon, yea, at the very height of the E- 
cliple fo far as to diltinguilh her fmalleſt Spors ; 
why ſhe paints hericlt at that t&me in fo various Co- 
lors, for ſhe appears Red, Aſh colored, Iron-gray, 
Bluiſh or ſomewhat inchning to Yellow, inſomuch, 
that ſhe ſeems to be herſclt ſenhible of her failings, 
and ſhews certain figns of her difterent Paſſions. You 
ſee on the contrary, why in ſome certain Ecliples, ſhe 
totally pp and (tcals quice out of our fight. 
All this — gang happen from the Nature 
ot this Ar e, w changes perpetually, and 
thereby produces thele different cttects. 

In the Third Place, whenthe Moon togrow 
dark near the Horizon, it 1s yet more di to ob- 
ſerve well the beginning of un; and a Man muſt cake 


pes 
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ſpecial Notice, that the Time of this apparent begia- 
ning. with the Time of its ending, doth noe 
you t middle of the Echple exert” breads 
Vapors are much more groſs at the Horzzon, than 
are at Thirty or Forty Degrees of clevation. 
hly gr of the Sun do not 
the Armeſpbere Earth, yer are there 
great many of them, chat i ahde, or as they 
£ 


hander che 
Shadow from being exactly Terminated. 

Fikthly, « fornerimes cometh to paſs, that the Sha- 
dow to touch the Oriental Edge of the Moon, 
at the where the Spots are more obſcure than 
theſe of the Occidental Border, which makes, that a 
Man cannot nudge equally of the End and the Begin- 
ning ; we owe,Sir, all the Refining of Aſtronomy, to 
the modern Oblerrators: The Ancients went more 
roundly to work in this matter, and Tycs Brebe him- 
ſelf, did not yer hut of it with all his Subiley. 

But the Moderns have been more ingenious to 
find out theſe Diftculues, than to find out an Expeds- 
ent to ſurmount them ; and we have more than once 
experienced in our Oblervations, that it is not with- 
out extreme Trouble, that one arrwes at that cxat- 
ne&, which « required by the Learned of our Age; 
yet have weths Advantage, that we are a great ma- 
ny Oblervators together, and that weare able by com- 
municating our Nonons and Doubrs one to another, 
to come nearer the Truth Behides the Heavens have 
_ us with a great many Echpſcs of the Moon ; 

there hath but tew Years paſt, but we might have 
oblerved One or Two. 

But amongſt this great Number, that which hap- 

on the Eleventh of December 1685, was the 
moſt favourable to us; we were at that ime at Sram : 
The King to whom we had predicted ut, mh >" 
lice 


if ever the Stars were the Prelage 

the Heavens ſeemed then to promiſe us an ha 
Succeſs in this new Undertaking ; Ao - 
ſenſible Courſe of the Planets, that rule our Deſt 
| : they proceed trom an higher over- 
ruling Power, and all their Conlequences are writ- 
ten in that myſterious Book of Divine Providence, 
which before all ages hath determined the 
events of this Wor 


ged the Face of all Things The Troubles that then 
aroſe, forced our Mathematician Miſhonanes to ab- 
ſent themlelves, and thereby cauſed, it 1 may fo lay, 


a kind of an Echpſe, which hath ſo | ived 
thoſe People of the Exrepean , _ of 
the Goſpel: Yet thele Clouds begin to be diſpelled. 
They are very carneſt to have us come back again :; 
but we have learnt by wotul Experience, not to rely 
too much upon the good Will of Man, but to place 
all our Contidence un &:w, who alone can when « 
ſeems good to tum, bring Light our of Darknels. 
This laſt Eflay, for all that, hath been of ſome Uſe 
to Aſtronomy, and we can allure you, that the Lu» 


nar Ecliples oblerved at Siam, Lowwran, Fontxbery, 
Pikin, 


Phyſical made in China, 497 

Pekin, Nankin, Kiam chas, and at Canton, wich feve- 

ral other Places of the Eaſt, will not only contri- 

+ dy 
to aphy. 

de holmes of Camas Bn not of fo grand zs 
Conſequence , yet is it not leſs admirable ; nay, me« 
thinks the Curiofhry of the Learned, ſhould be fo 
much the more ſpur'd on to atrempe ſomething this 
way, asit 1s more difficult to ſarnfic & as to this Poine, 
for « s more than probable, that the wit of Man will 
not be able in a long time, to dive intothe bottom of 
theſe marvellous P banomens. 

Comets are fo Rare; of ſo ſhort Continuance, and 
ſo different a themſelves, that if they be new 
Bodies, that are formed and deſtroyed in the Hea- 
vens; it is very hard, and in a manner impoſlible to 
lay down al Rules of their Monons, or to 
noſtcate their-Appearance, and Continuance, if they 
be real Planets. 

We have had the oportunity to obſerve Two of 
them, the firſt was ſeen in a Province in the King- 
dom of Siaw, on the confin& of C e towards the 
Sea-Coalt. It was in the Month of Aug»f 1656. 
It cut the Equator, paſſing from North to South, in 
the 11 ith Degree of right Aſcenhon 4 and its own 
particular Monton that broughe it fill near the Sun, 
quite abſorpe if, at leſt, into the Sun-beams 

The Second appeared at Penticbery, Molaces, and 
Pekin, in the Month of December, 165g. Its Motion 
Was Contrary to thet of the former, ut removed from 
the Sun, and came nearer the Southern Pole, run- 
ning over the Conſtellations, Laper and Crateurer, 
where it diſappeared in the beginnung of 7anwery to 
the enſuing Year. , 

If we have but a ſmattering in the Science of Co- 
mets, yet in recompence we are ſuthcencly inſtruct- 
od in what relates to 7 Wk and what our Aﬀro- 

no 
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nomers have diſcovered at Paris, ſince the Eſtablith- 


ment of the Obſervatory, « already matter of Com- 
fort to us, for the Negligence or Ignorance of the 


the different ways of going to work how 
to ate nlaroin hoblcormm, home ain, 
and withal the moſt exaR, is, totake notice of their 
Conjuun&tion with the fixt Stars. It w near a Thou- 
ſand Years ago, that Satws the higheſt of all the 
Planets appeared cloſe by the Equator , and near a 
Star of the Third Magnitude, fituate in the Southern 
Shoulder of Vage. Tycbo in his time obſerved it in 
the ſame Sign; and we alſo have ſeen it nos ks 
Virginis, but with this Advantage, that the Tele- 
ſcopes we made uſe of, makes our Obſervation in- 
compar more exat, than theſe of the Ancients ; 
who, for , made only uſe of their naked 
Eye, always ve, at ſuch a great Diſtance, eſpe- 
cially in reſpe& of the Stars, whoſe apparent Dia- 
meter 15 augmented by the Light, and by a kind of 
Come of ſparkling Rays, according to the Lan 

of Aſtronomers, that refle& from their whole body, 
which makes it many times appear where indeed it 


15 Not, 
Whereas a good Teleſcope makes them leſs glitter- 
mg, rounds them, gives them their true Bignels, and 
wed; + roam to the Eyes, that one does like- 
wile iſh them one from another, cven when 
Cp _ one another at the Edges, or Borders, 


when they are juſt u her. 
Thus we dherminedebe plecoof a by the ap- 


proaching of ewo Stars of the Scorpion's Head, that 
of the Moon, by her Conjundtion with the Antares 
or Heart of the Scorpion, and that of Venws, that 


near a Star of the Third Magrutude belonging to the 
lame Sign- 


This 


# . 
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This Conjun@tion of Fupiter and Mar: that haps 
pened about the end of Fe , 1697, did alfo take 
up ſeveral days We were at that time at Lawwees, 
where the King of Siaw, who took a pride in Aſtro» 
nomy, did Sn it in Perſon with an earneſtneſs 
and uncafine(s, that ſhewed more of Superſtition, 
than Natural Curiolity. 

He had a fancy that this Conun&tion would be 
fatal to him, and that it was an affured prognoſti- 
cation of his Death. We endeavoured, but all in 
vain, to undeceive him, by AM. Conffance his principal 
Miniſter of State, whom we made apprehenſive, 
that the Events of this lower World have no Com- 
munication with the particular Motion of the Pla- 
nets; and, that altho' our Deſtiny ſhould depend 
thereon, yet the King was no more concern'd in it, 
than the moſt abjet of his Subjets, for whom the 
Sun and the Stars do as well twrn round, as tor the 
greatoſt Porentate upon Earth. 

Nevertheleſs thele Reaſons, nor abundance of ©- 
thers, could fet him to rights: He till maintain'd 
that his Reign was not to laſt long, and that he ſhould 
be a dead Man within a few days. In efte& he died 
the next Year; bur it was in vain for him to ſeek tor 
the cauſe of hs death in the Heavens, which he car- 
ned about lum tor feveral Years: an habrual Di- 
ſtemper did extreamly trouble him at that very erme, 
and that, without doube, was the true ground of his 
Fear and Prediction. 

| do not know, Sir, whether or no theſe Oblerva- 
tons will appear ſingular and odd to you ; yer, me- 
thinks, this at leaft which 1 am going to have the ho- 
nour of relating to You, docs a little delerve your at» 
tention. 

You know that Mercary hitherto hath been the leaft 
known, and (it I may fo ſay) the leaſt rratable of all 
the Planets; Always _ in the rays of the Sun, 

k 3 ©: 
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or in the vapours of the Horizon, he continually flies 
it ſeems, all the courtings and careſles of Aſtrono- 
mers, who are put to as much trouble to fix him mn 
the Heavens, as Chymiſts are to fix their Mercury 
upon 

We read in the Life of Charlemagne, that the Ma- 
thematicans of his times, delſpairing of ever being able 
to obſerve him well, when he was che fartheſt remote 
from the Sun, endeavoured to fhnd him in the Sun 
it ſelf, under which they ſuſpeted he nughe ſome- 
tmes paſs. They ſuppoſed they had there jound him 
in the Month of April $09. or rather $08. except the 
Hiſtorian counted the beginning of the Year at that 
time from Eefer : In eftet, a black Spot appeared 
in the Sun eight days, tho” his going in and coming 
out were hindered by a Cloud. 

[ wonder this Obſervation could have been able to 
make them judge that this was Mercury, who is {o far 
trom ſpending eight days in running over ſuch a hetle 


ſpace, that he muſt, according to his natural courſe, 
hnſh it in a very few hours; beſides that, it is ut- 
—_— or a Man to perceive hum in the Sun, 


without the help of a Teleſcope, and that too a very 
ood one. What therefore they then ſaw, or ſuppo- 
ed to fee, was, without doubt, a Spot, not unlike thoſe 
that have fo often appeared fince, but bigger than 
ordinary, and conſpicuous enough to be diſcovered 
by the bare fight. 

Gaſſendus was more fortunate, Anno 1631, on the 
ſeventh of November. The Obſervation he made of 
it hath rendered im fo tamous, that fome Authors 
to do him Honour, have dedicated their Books to him, 
as a Perſon to whom Aſtronomy was infinitely obli- 
ged; Some others alſo have fhgnaliz'd themſelves by 
this-curious diſquiſition ; we are the laſt that have had 
occaſion to imitate them, but our Obſervation perad- 
venture may not deſerve the meancſt eſteem of all 
thoſe which have been made. We 
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We were at Canton, : Maritim Town of Chins, 
and pretty well known by the Earopeans Traffick. We 
apply'd our ſelves to the particular Rudying of the 
Motion of this Planet, and that made us judge. that 
it would not be altogether impoflible to dilcover ifin 
the Sun, on the tenth day of November, 1690. to that 
end we prepared ewo excellent Tel , the one 
of 5 foot, bore a raticuls equal to the diameter, 
divided infF ewelve equal parts, and the other of 
ewelve foo, with its reticuls, compoled of four Threads, 
one whereof repreſented a Parallel, and the other the 
Meridian, the two others cut them at the Angle of 
forty five degrees; we alſo retified our P T: 
Beſides all this, the Heavens were exceeding clear and 
ſerene; and bating the Wind, which was a little vio- 
lent, we could wiſh for nothing to the exatnels of 
our Obſervation. 

Mercuvy appeared tous hke a black point or ſpeck, 
which entring into the body of the Sun, run over ; 
in three hours and a half, or thereabours, we exactly 
obſerved its time, entrance, departure, its diſtance 
from the Echpric, its apparent ſwittneſs, longitude 
and diameter, We underſtood likewiſe by that, with 
the greateſt certainty in the World, that this Planet 
hath no proper hight of its own; that us Body is O- 
pake, and that it 1s at leaſt, fomenmes leſs diſtant 
trom us than the Sun, the which could not formerly 
be determined but only by conjeAure. 

We owe, Sir, thele hne Diſcoveries to the Inventi- 
on of Optick Glaſles and Teleſcopes, as we do a great 
many other things, which in theſe latter Ages are the 
Subjet of the New Aſtronomy. So that as by means 
of Microſcopes, we mulciply the moſt imple Bodies, 
and magnihe the moſt minute, and almoſt inſentible 
ones ; fo hkewiſe by help of theſe Teleſcopes, we a 
proach to our eyes the moſt diſtane Qbyjects, and 
abridge choſe infinite ſpaces that ſeparate the Firma- 

K & 3 ment 
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ment from the Earth ; Art having in « manner forced 
Nature to ſuffer Men to have free commerce with 
Heaven for time to come, and let Mathemaricians 
enter more cahly into a kind of Society with the 


We find at preſent Mountains and Precipicss in 
the Moon, we diſcern its leaſt Shadows, that increaſe 
or decreaſe, according to the different e of the 
Sun; we meaſure the mecule of Plane © have a 
ſhrewd gueſs of their Colours, Latitudes, of their cir- 
cular Motion about their Center. It is by that, that 
Men have perceived that prodigious Ring that ap 
pouge in the Air, ſuſpended about Satwrs in form of a 

aule, or like a Bridge, that would encompals the 
whole Earth without Arches, without Piles, without 
any other ſupport, bende the umform weight and 
perfe& continuity of its parts. 

Galileo and many other Aſtronomers, have in vain 
put their Brains on the rack to explain thus Myſtery ; 
they look'd upon this Planet as another Protexs, always 
changing, always differing from it ſelf ; ro day round, 
then oval, by and by Armed with ewo Anſar or 
Handles, that opened or ſhut according to the time 
of the Revolution: Or elſe accompanied with ewo 
lictle Stars, that vaulced up and down without ever 
jorlaking it: Laſtly, cut in the middle with a broad 
Faſcia or Swaithing-band, whoſe extremities were ex- 
tended far beyond its Sphere. 

We have a long time examined this wonderful 
Work of the Omnipotence of our Creator ; and not- 
withſtanding we cannot but admire Af. Hugens his 
Ingenuity, who hath reduced to ſuch a plain and fa- 
cile Syſtem, all theſe ſeeming wregularmes, yet for 
all that, we muſt confeſs that we are ignorant of 
much more of it, than that Learned Aſtronomer was 
able to diſcover to us. 
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Ie is leſs difficule to explain the different Figures 
of Mars, Mercury, and Vous, which a to us 
Canine ronald. ſomerimes gibboſe imes d;- 
cotemiſed, and ever and anon in faſhion of s Bow, 
or Sickle ; and the truth is, when Yer approaches 
the Sun, and when ſhe is beſides in her Parigeon, 
ſhe appears in the Teleſcope fo little different from 
the New Moon, that it is very ealie for one to com- 
mic a miſtake. 

I do remember, that cauſing a Chineſe to obſerve 
Str ny doh dong rg x 
mical Secrets, no longer doube, but preſencly 
gave his aſſent, and as ce at the ſame taks 


notice of the Moon at a place in the Heavens not 
far remote; He cried out for jy. and told me then, 
that he now comprehended that which had always 
perplext him. I did net know, ſays he ſeriouſly, bew 
the Moon could change Faces ſo often, and appear ſome- 
times in the wax, and ſometime: in the wane, but now 1 
perceive it it @ Rady compoſed of ſeveral parts, which 
ſometimes it taken in pieces, and then join'd toghtber a» 
gain after ſorne certain times; for to day at heaff, I ſee 
one baif of it on one fide, and one balf on the other. 

The Knowledge alſo that we have acquired by 
Teleſcopes, concerning the number of the Stars, 1s 
hkewile more curious. That large Foſcis that em- 
braces almoſt the whole Heaven, which they com- 
monly call for whiteneſs the Milky-way, is a conge- 
- > infnue qquakge o _ —_ each one 

which in particular, not yup to 
affet our:eyes; no more can the Nebulo(e, whoſe 
dm and confuſed Light is like to a lintle Cloud, or 
head of a Comet, yet it s a compound of ſeveral 
Scars ; | —— thirty fix of them in that of 
Theſe ewenty one in that of Orien, forty in 
the 


Pleiades, ewelve in the fiagle Star, that makes 
middle of the Sword of Ories, five ena = 
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the extent of ewo degrees of the ſame Conſtellation, 
and two thouſand five hundred in the whole Sign ; 
which hath given occaſion to ſome to imagin, t 
the number of chem w1nhme. 

Ac leaſt it is true that the prodigeous bigneſs of cach 
Star, which according to ſome, difter bur lictle from 
the Sun ; that is to ſay, whoſe Globe is perhaps a thou- 
land times bigger than that of the Earth, which ne- 
vertheleſs appears bur as a Point in the Heavens, 
ought to convince us of the vaſt extent of this Uni- 
verſe, and of the infinite Power of is Author. 

I cannor, Sir, finiſh this Diſcourſe, before 1 have 
ſpoken of ſome Obſervations we have made of the 
Satellites Thele are fo many little Planets that þe- 
long to the train of bigger ones, which were detet- 
ed in our Ags, they continually turn about Satury, 
Fupiter, and Mars, &c. ſome nearer, and ſome farther 
off from the center of their motion; they ſculk ſome- 
times beh:nd their Body, fomenmes again they are 
plunged into their Shadow, from whence they come 
out more ſplendid; nay, ut even happens, that when 
they arc between the Sun and their Planer, they E- 
cliple one your of it. 1 have ſometimes beheld with 
a great deal of delight, a black Point, that run upon 
the diſcss of Fupuer, which one would have taken for 
a blemiſh, yer in <ffet was nothing elſe but the ſtha- 
dow of one of thele Sarellzes, that cauled an Ecliple 
upon its Globe, as the Moon does upon the Earth, 
when by her Interpoſnion ſhe deprives it of the Sun's 
light. We do not know for what. particular uſe Na- 
ture hath dehgned thele Sarellzes 1n the Heavens, but 
that which rp mgm make ule _ 
very uſeful pertetion of Geography; a 
fince Mf. Caffins hath communicated hus Tahjes to the 
| — —— 4 _- oo oo rune, 
derermine the Longitude of.che principal Cines of the 
World. Infomuch that it the uregular Monon of 
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would permit us to make uſe of the Teleſcopes at Sea, 
the Science of Navigation would be perfect enough 
to make long Voyages with a great deal —_ 
We have obſerved the immerfionms and emer ſions of the 
Sattllaes Foos at Siam, Loworan, Pontichery, at the 
Cape of Good Hope and in ſeveral Cities of Chinez 
but the obſervations made at Nimpo and Chambey, that 
are the moſt Eaſtern Cities, have reduc'd the great 
Continent to its true limits, by cutting off above five 
hundred ues from the Country, that never lub(t- 
ſied but in the 1wmagination gf the annent Geogra- 


phers 

Since, Sir, I ſpeak of what reſpeRts the periedtion 
of Geography, 1 ſhall tell you moreover that we have 
taken ſome — determine the Laticude of Coaſts 
Ports, and the moſt confiderable Cines of the Exh, 
by ewo other methods. Firſt, By a great numher of 
Obſervations about Merndian Alnmtudes of the Sun 
and Stars. Secondly, By divers Maps, and Sea 
Charts, that our Voyages have given us occaſion to 
1 4 a Rattier, or Directory, 
for hnding out the Courſe of a Veſſel from Numpe to 
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obſerve ever 
Altitude of 


the reſolving a material 
are not yet ſure whether all Scas in the 
evel one with another. The 
Phy will have 


Experiments pretty to 
Reaſon ; yet ſome later Refletions have arted a 
he Sea had not really ſome #»- 


doubt 

places 
this 

the laſt 


:n the Provinces of Centen, and Kieaff, is to be 
| :n out of which iflues two Rivers, the 
towards the South ; and after it has watered 

of the Country , it dibmbogues into the 
the City cheow, the other flows con- 
the North, croſles ſeveral Provinces for 
of two hundred . and turns ade 
and enters into the Eaſt Sea, or fea of J's 
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the Seas, where both of them meer, have a different 
elevation, or which 1s the ſame thing, ares not upon 
the ſelf ſame level. 

I ſhall not ſpeak, Sir, of ſeveral other Maps, where- 
in we have retorm'd part of the Coaſts of Coromandel, 
of Peſcherie, Moluccs, Mage, and of Cambeje, be- 
cauſe they have not yet attained to that Perfection, 
that we hope we may be able to give them hereattec. 
But yet I have two of them that at preſent may ven- 
ter to come abroad : the one repreſents the entrance 
into the Port of Nimpe, the moſt in all the 
World, by reaſon of the ruulexude of lites, and Rocks 
that cover it on all hides ; and put the sloltulleſt Py- 
lots to a ſtand We have ſubjoined thereto the Gourſe 


aphers to make uſe, in che! Deſcriptions of ic, of 
know not what memorandums, ſo lictle conliſtane 
with ruth ; that, as far as I fee, they have purpoſely 
ſer themſelves to deprive us of the know of 
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th drawn out, begins at preſent to ſupply us with a 
right des of the diſpolition, and ſituation of this vaſt 
Country. 

Amongſt the things that are moſt ſingular in that 
Country, one may oblerve a ndge of Mountains, 
that are extended fo far into the Sea berween the Eaſt 
and North, that it hath been, to this day, almoſt im- 
poſſible for Mariners to know or to double irs Cape; 
which makes ſome ſuſpe& that tha part of Afis may 
peradventure be at this place conti to the firm 
Land of Americe, We have befhdes all this, made 
ſeveral Obſervations concerning the variation of the 
Needle upon Tides, upon the length of a fingle Pen- 
dulum, which may however contribute ſomething to 
the Perfe&tion of Arts and Sciences. 

Yet theſe general Obſervations have not ſo much 
taken up our time but that we have ſpared ſome to 
examine what there is in the Eaſt moſt curious, mn the 
way of Natural Philoſophy, Anatomy, and Botany. 

Our Sojourning at Siam afforded us an opportunity, 
to view ſeveral particular Animals, which we ſeldom 
or never-lee in Exrepe; as for example the Elephant, 
the Nature of which we have deſcnbed, as allo its 
Docibleneſs, Strength, Courage, Dexterity, the in- 
terior, and exterior Contexture of all irs Parts ; to- 

with divers other Properties , that the very 
of that Country, that are accuſtomed to them, 
cannot chuſe but admure. 

There have we ſeen Tygres, much difterent from 
—_- are fomerimes to be ſeen in Fraxce, and 

Countries ; whether you look upon the colour, 
which us rediſh fallow, interlaced with black 
ſtreaks, or whether you reſpe& the bigneſs, which 
ſomenmes is cqual to the of Horſes ; they 


call them Royal Typre:: thoſe call Water T 
CRT They ln upon Fl bu 
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——— live in Woods, or upon the Banks of 
ivers. 

There us likewiſe to be ſeen your Rhinecersr's, one 
of the oddeſt Animals in the World, in my Opinion, 
it hath ſome reſemblance with a wild Boar, only « 
is 4 little bigger, the Feet of « ſomewhat thicker, and 
the Body more clouterly ſhaped ; us Hide is covered 
all over with thick large Scales, of a blackiſh colour, 
of an extraordinary hardneſs ; they are divided into 
ltle ſquares, or buttons, ring about a quarter of an 
inch above the Skin, in a manner hke boſe of the 
Crocodile ; us Legs ſeem to be engaged in a kind of 
Boot, and its Head wrap'd about behind with a flat 
Capuche, or Monks Hood ; which made the Portw- 
geeſe to call him the Indies Monk : its Head is thick 
and groſs + is Mouth not wide ; us Muzzle thruſt our, 
and armed with a long thick Horn, that makes him 
ternble to the very Tygres, Butulo's and Elephants. 

But that which ſeems the moſt admirable in this 
Animal, s its Tongue, which Nature hath covered 
with ſuch a rough Membrane, that it differs bur lictle 
from a File, fo that «« Hlees off the Skin of all that « 
Icks In a word, as we fee ſome Animals here 
that make a good Ragouſt of Thaltles, whoſe little 

icks tickle the Fibres, or the extremines of the 

erves of the Tongue : fo likewiſe your Rhmecersr, 
takes delight in caring Branches of Trees, armed on 
all fides with iff Thorns, 1 have often given ic ſome 
of them, whoſe prickles were very hard and long, and 
I admured how cunmingly and greedily it bended then 
immediatly, and champ'd them mn its Mouch withour 
doing ulſclt any harm. "Tis true indeed, they ſome 
times drew blood of him ; but that very ching made 
them more plcalanc to the Talt ; and theſe lietle fligh: 
Wounds, made probably no other 1wmpreflion upon 
xs Tongue, than Salt and Pepper does upon ours. 


\\ hat 
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What 1s to be ſeen in the Ile of Borneo, is yet more 
remarkable, and furpaſſeth all that ever the Hiſtory 
of Animals hath hitherto related ro be moſt admirable, 
the People of the Country affure us, as a thing no- 
torioully known to be true : that they find in the 
Woods a fort of Beaſt, called the Sovegemen ; whole 
Shape, Stature, Countenance, Arms, Legs, and ©- 
ther Members of the Body, are fo hike ours, that cx- 
cepung the Voice only, one ſhould have much ado 
not to reckon them equally Men with certain Bar- 
bariansin Africe, who do not much difler from Beaſts. 

This wild or Savage Man, of whom [| ſpeak, is in- 
dued with extraordinary ſtrength, and nown . 
ing he walks but upon two Legs ; yet # he fo fwift of 
Foot, that they have much ado to out run him. Peo- 
ple of Quality Courſe him, as we do Scags here, 
and this fort of Hunting s the Kings uſual Drvertiſc- 
ment. Hwa Skin is all hairy, hs Eyes funk m his 
Head, a ſtern Countenance, tanned Face ; but all 
hs Lincaments are pretty proportionable, altho* harſh, 
and thickned by the Sun. | learn'd all theſe parniculars 
from one of our chief French Merchants, who hath 
remained ſometime upon the Ililand. Nevertheleſs, 
I do not believe a Man ought to give much Credit 
to ſuch fort of Relations, nenher muſt we altogether 
rezet them as fabulous ; but wait till the unanimous 
Teſtimonies of ſeveral Travellers may more particu- 
larly acquaint us with the truth of it. 

P upon a time from Chine to the Coaſt Core- 
mandel, 1 did my felt fee in the Straits of Molncce a kind 
of Ape, that might make credible that which 
I juſt now related concermng the Sovege mon. 

It marches naturally. upon its ewo hind Feet, which 
x bends a Iatle, like a Dogs that hath been caught co 
dance, it makes ule of ws wo Arms as we do; « 
Vilage is in a manner as well favoured as their's of 
the Cape of Greed Hope ; but the Body = all _— 
y 
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vered with a white, _— gy as to the 
reſt, it cries exadtly like a : the whole ourward 
Athon s ſo human, and the Paſlions fo hvely and 
ſignificanc, that dumb Men can ſcarce expreſs better 
their Conceptions and Appetites. They do eſpecr- 
ally appear to be of very kind Nature ; and to ſhew 
their Aﬀections to Perſons they know and love, they 
embrace them, and kifs chem with cranſ{ports that fur- 
priſe a Man. They have alſo a certain monon, that 
we meet not with in any Beaſt, very proper to Chil- 
dren, that is to make a noiſe with their Feer, for joy 
or ſpighe, when one gives, or retules chem what they 
long tor. 

Altho' they be very big, (for that 1 ſaw was at leaſt 
four Foot high) their nimblenets and (1 1s incre- 
dible ; it is pleaſure beyond expreflion to fee them run 
up the tackling of a Ship, where they ſomenmes play 
as if they had a particular knack of vaulting to them- 
ſelves, or as it they had been paid, like our Rope Dan» 
cers, to ——_— Comgeny. 2 

Somenmes ſuſpended one v 1 
themlielves for formerme ugencly to try f 
ſelves, and then turn, all on the ludden, round about 
a R with as much quicknefs as a Wheel, or a 
ſling that 1s once put in motion ; fometimes holding 
the Rope 1 vely with their long Fingers, and 
letting their whole Body fall into the Air, they run 
full ſpeed from one to the other, and come back a- 

n with the ſame (wifrnels. There is no Poſture 

they wmitace, nor monon but they pertorm ; bend- 
ing themſelves like a Bow, rowling like a Bowl, 
hanging by the Hands, Feer, and Teeth, according 
to the different fancies which their whimhical imagi- 
nation ſupplies them with, which they a& in the molt 
diverting manner imaginable; but their Agility to 

ing themſelves trom one Rope to another, at thirty 
hifry Foo diſtance, is yer more ſurprifing, 
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$o likewiſe, that we might the oftner have this paſ- 
time, we cauſed five or fix of oor Powder: Monkies, 
or Cabin Boys trained up to this way of — u 
the Cords to follow them ; then our Apes, cut ch 
prodigions Ca and ſhde with fo much cunning- 
nels along the Maſts, Sail yards, and Tackling of the 
Ship, that they ſeemed rather to fly than run, fo much 
dd theic Agilny ſurpaſs all that ever we have ob- 
ſerved in other Animals. 

Crocodiles being lintle known in Exrepe, and fo 
common 1n the Indies, it has been our care to examine 
their Property,and whole Scrrufture. Peradventure, Sir, 
our former difſections will be of ſome uſe hereafter, 
for the Projet they laid, and carried on pretty far in 
the Academy, for the perie&ting of Anatomy. We 
have added thereto fome Anatomical remarks ac- 
companied with Figures about the Tockaver, fo named 
becauſe they pronounce very frequently, and diftinatly 
this Word. They are huge Lizards or ſmall Croco- 
diles, found all over the Woods in Siam, as alſo inthe 
Fields, and 1n Hovuſcs. 

The Cameleon is likewiſe another fort of Lizard of 
between eight and ten inches m length, which ſerved 
for a ſubjeRt ro our Obſervations, t are of them 
to be ſeen upon the Coalt of Comendel, and we 
breed of them at our Houle mm Pentichbery, for they do 
not live upon Air alone, as fome Naturalifts have 
written, for they cat, and that very greedily. "Tis 
true indeed/ that being of a very cold and moiſt tem- 
per, they can paſs ſeveral daies without Ahment, but 
at the long run, if you give them none at all, you 
ſhall ſee them dwindle away by degrees, and at laſt 
die for Hunger. 

Upon the whole, every thing is very odd in the 
Cameleon, iis Eyes, Head, Beily, are exceeding bug ; 
and although « hath tour parts, as a Lizard, yet is 
lo very ic 7 in all us motzons, that it crawls rather 
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more reſemble a Leaf than the Body of this Animal. 
If chus be true, this Tree 1s no lefs ro be wondered 
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ſficiencly known , ag cas #44 are s common in 
Erege as in the Indies different Figure gives 
them dren names; fo we fay, a Pearl in Poinr, or 
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280 Of the Eſtabliſhment and Progreſ; 
General the Reverend Father de Leom[s, an Italian of 
St. Francii's Order, who in hs private Lite might have 
been a Pattern to the moſt tn Religious, and in 
the important Employment of Vicar Apoſtolical, 
has ſhewn that he has all chat Zeal, all chat Prudence, 
and all that Conſtancy, which the Government of 
a great Church requires. 

My Lord Biſhop of Baſile after he had thus cho- 
ſen this worthy ſucceſſor of his Apoſtleſhip, fell lick 
at Nankin, and died full of thoſe happy Vitons 
which God gives even in this World to his Saints. 
At his Death that Faith ſhined brightly, which had 
animated him in his Life cume; and his laſt minutes, 
wherein he appeared to be fulfilled wich the moſt 
ſenſible touches of Chriſhan hope,- ſeemed co give 
him an antepaſt of the Joys of Paradiſe. All hs 
trouble was for the Miſlionanes by whom he was affe- 
Aonately beloved, and for the Chriſtians who loſt 
in hm the firſt Prieſt, the firſt Religious, and the 
firſt Biſhop that ever Chme had yet given to Chriſh- 
anity. And as his bleſſed Memory was every where 
ſpread abroad, they have ſet up his Picture in ſeveral 
places ; which the Reverend Father de Leoniſſs lent 
to the ſacred Congregation, to preſerve the Memory 
of a Prelate whoſe own Merit, as well as our parti- 
cular Obligations to hum , ought to make cternally 
relpeted. 

Behdes this the Pope honoured Mr. Maigret and 
Mr. Pm with the Title of Vicars Apoſtolical, both of 
them Doors of the Sorben, diligent, zealous, and 
ſet upon tollowing the Intentions of the Holy Sce, 
and in a word Companions of Mr. Helwepolis, and In- 
heritors of a double portion of his Spirit. 

If the number of Miflionaries had been anſwer- 
able to that of the Paſtors, the Churches in Chins 
had now been pertealy filled; bur, as 1 have ſaid, 

over care which every one has taken to pores 
or 
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for it excluſively of others, has rendered P lets 
defirous of going- Good men, nay cven t who 
have occaſioned theſe diforders, have mourned for 
them in ſecret. Some zcalous Perſons have endea- 
roared to remedy thi. My Lord Biſhop of Mun- 
fer and Paderberw , whom the care of his own 
Dioceſe did not hinder from extending his care 
even as far as the Eaſt, gave a fertkement for fix 
Miſlionaries for ever to Chas; but dying a linle 
while after, his laſt Will was never execu Others 
in Frence, in Spain, in Irely, took a great deal of pains 
to help this forſaken Miſhon, but they could never 
compaſs their deſigns. 

Lewis the Great, who » himſelf as zcalous for c- 
ſtabliſhing the Golpel, as all the other Princes pur 
together, among the great Deligns which he has been 
intent upon to make Religion flounſh in Erope, 
thoughe that he ought not to neglet that good which 
he might do in Afe. He was very ſenfible of the 
Neceſhties of Chime, which Father Verbief had repre- 
ſented to him 1n one of his Letters, in the moſt ſen- 
ſible manner in the World ; and although he very 
well knew, that he could not make Miſhonaries (a 
quality which no body can give us bue the Vicar of 
JESUS CHRIST) he doubted not but that Relt- 
goules who were exactly Skilled in Mathemaricks, 
in attaining, according to his Orders, an exact know- 
ledge in Aſtronomy, might at the ſame time with 

ſlaccels, labour according to the deſign of theur 
nſticution, in the Converhbon of Inhdels. He was 
very well fatshed, that of all the means which bu- 
man prudence could advantageoutly make ule of in 
the moſt holy Actions, there were none which pro- 
moted the concerns of Religion un Chime more than 
the Mathematicks 

Being theretore willing at once to ſatyhe his zeal 
tor the advancement of the Golpel, and the c__ 

whic 
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their Lives and all Meir (mal Talents to the greater 


Glory of God, and by conſequence to the pious De- 
figns of the greateſt Prince in the World. 
When we came into Chinc, we found it in the 


Condition 1 have been relating, the Harveſt was 
_ every where, but it was almoſt deſtitute of 

orkmen; or (to make uſe of Father Intorcetts's 
words, one of the moſt noted Miſſionaries) drowned 


«b 
> co rr erve, & tanquam were! Sorters fil 
wriroſque A mum anems pr acordus ampletior Cc. 
Thus he to us in his firſt Letter, to encour 
us to in the glorious Labours of his MiſGon. 
Providence put « into our power in a httle time 
to' employ our ſelves ufctully there; and if we had 
done no other good than was the drawing after us 
by our Example ſeveral other Miſſionaries who fol- 
lowed us, and who now are full of ther holy Labours 
in the Work of God; it would be a great comfort 
to us, and avery great c advantage to Chains. Bur that 
which 1s much more comfortable 1s, that we have 
hereby contributed very mach coward removing thoſ: 
_ and hindrances to the propagating the Golpel 
ot which I ſpake before. For at the Remonſtrance 
of Father Tachard, o——_ alfo by that of the Re- 
verend Father General, Innocent X1. —— . 
ain, 
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and that all 
Love of JESUS CHRIST, may with one con- 
Ton to bring about and perteRt this great 
or 
Thus, Sir, I have given a general View of the 
ERtabliſamene and Frogre of in the 
—_— Preaching of the Apoſtles 


ll theſe laſt Times. This Church heretofore very 

, but holly overturned by Super- 

ſtition, hath at laſt been re eſtabliſhed one Age ago 

by one of the |» n— Society, and aug- 
rs of a great man 


_ by a Pres, honoured by a Pro- 
many rours, ſupport the Bouncy 
of all the Princes © B——_ Ls 


, perſecuted by all the enenues of Truth, 
—— Chains, 
the baniſhment and blood of the Conteflors. I am 


with all imaginable reipe&, 
SIR, 
Tour me} bamble 
and moſt obediant Servant, 
LL. 
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To the moſt Reverend Father De la Chaize, 
Confeſſor to the King. 


Concerning the Manner how each Mi/- 


ſfronary preaches the Goſpel in 
China, and of the Bll of the 


New Chriſtians. 


Moft Reverend Father, 

Ltho' the important Aﬀaics of Chines, which 
detain! me at prefent at Rowe, require all 
my NT and ſeems to be my Er 
cuſe if I am c—_—_ in performing any 

Parts of my other Duties fo e as I could defre ; 
I cannot nevertheleſs in the leaſt both che Obli- 

gations which | my ſelf have to you m particular, as 

well as the Miffions in che Eaſt in general. 

It was you, moſt Reverend Pather, who formerly 
drew out the Platform of them, who juſt then made 
Choice of their Miniſters, whom your Teſhmomals, 
together with the Eſteem of one of the Prin- 
ces upon Earth, have rendred in Procefs 
Renowned than all their particular Qualifications. 

This Royal Protetion, under which we have un- 
dauntedly affronted Dangers; thoſe Letters written 
on our behalt to Sovereigns and their Ofhcers ; thoſe 
magnificent Preſents, thoſe regularly ſettled Penhons, 

extraordinary Helps, (and what we value _ 
more 


Time more 
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more) thoſe ſo grave Counſels, favouring ſo much of 
the Spirit of God, wherewith you have in a manner 
hallowed our Firſt Voyages, and which we ſtill look 
upon as the ſafeſt Rule of our Behaviour and Condu, 
are Benches exther received trom your leif, or red 
by your means. "Ts but juſt, moſt Reverend Father, 
that in what part of the World foever we be, we 
ſhould teſtifie our Acknowledgments. For my part, 
I am per{waded that one cannot give you more ſolid 
Demonſtrations of them, than by mainraming by our 
great Zeal, what you have pertormed © our Advan- 

I ſuppoled you would be fatshed, and that at 
leaſt I ſhould perform my Duty, by acquainting you 
with the Succeſs wherewith it hath pleaſed God to 
crown our Labour; and what Bencln we may hope 
to reap from the Miſſionaries which you your ſelf will 
form, or at lcaſt who ſhall come to us out of your 
hands. 

In a Word, the Time I ſhall employ in writing to 
you upon this Subje, is fo far from any ways dimi- 
niſhing that due Care, and conſtant Endeavour to 
promote the welfare of our Miflions, that wicthour all 
doube, it will much contribute to their future Efta- 
bliſhment ; for 1 hope that your Procetion becoming 
thereby more eft:Aual and folid, will more advance 
our Aﬀeauirs, than all the Pains and Care which 1 can 
poſlibly cake for their Succels. 

Purſuant to the Firſt Prozeft that we laid, we were 
all of us to ſtay at Pekin, in the Palace, and Service of 
the Emperor ; but Providence otherwiſe order'd it, 
and they at laſt gave way to our Inclnation, which 
moved us to diſperſe our felves all over the Provinces, 
for the propagating of Rehgion. They were content 
to detain Facher Gerbulon and Father Bower at Court, 
where they immediately applied thenilelves to the u- 
dy of Languages wich fuch Succels, that they were 
quickly un a Condition to afhit the Chriſtians, yea, 
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and to be employed by the Emperor in ſeveral impor. 
tant Aﬀais. The moſt conhiderable, was the Peace 
berween the Moſcoviter and Chineſe ; the Treaty of 
which, was then afoot 300 Leagues from Feb, whi- 
ther Father GerbiBon was ſent with Prince Soſav» who 

was nominated Plen: iary for the Empr'e 
Nipchou was the place where the Miniſters of the 
Two Nations aſſembled ; each of chem having a Body 
of Souldiers attending, to termimare if Occation fer- 
ved, what the Negotiation could not decide: the 
Haughtineſs of both, did ofrenrumes make them fly our 
into extremes, which would have proved fatal to boch 
Parties, if Father Gerbillow by hits Diſcretion had not 
moderated ——_ dc wap ually T- _ 
Camp w Camp, , propos d Expedi- 
—_— al Minds, and he <ifiembled whar- 
ever might be ape mutually to exaſperate them in the 
Concluhon : He fo dexterouſly managed the com- 
mon Intereſts, that the Peace was concluded to the 
Sarrsfathon both of Chineſe and Moſcowvires. Prince So 
ſan was fo well pleated with the Zzal and Wiſdom of 
this Father, that ke declared publickly, that if « had 
not been for him, all had been in a deſperate Condi- 
ron ; he: expreſt himſelt about the matter, tothe Em 
ror to the ſame ettet, miomuch that this Prnce 
ad the Currohity ro be acquainted with him. He 
found him to be a very ſenſible Perſon, capable, fin- 
cere, forward to execute, and even to antic hy 
Orders, This Character wonderfully pleated the 
Emperor ; he had a mind to have him near his Perſon, 
at the Palace, in the Campaign, and in his Progreſs 
into Tartery, where he beſtowed upon him fo many 
hpnal marks of Eſteem, that the Grandees of bu 
Court, might have perhaps conceived ſome Jealouhe 
trom them, had not the Father's Modeſty won him 

the AﬀcRion of every Body. 

Thele Fuſt Favours were followed by an extraor- 
dinary 
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dinary one that was much better rehihed by this Maſl- 
fronacy ; He pitch't upon him for his Tutor in Ma- 
thematicks and Ptu y conjointly with Father 
Bover, whole ment he hkewile much cſteem'd The 
Paſſion thu Prince hath for Sciences, makes him very 
intent upon Scudies every day in a manner Two or 
Three Hours cogether, which he \ wy trom his Plea- 
ſure: It is more than probable, by the inquiry 
into natural Truch, Providence will condut hum by 

to the eternal Fountain of Truth, withour 

all others ſerve not ſo much to pertet the 
Mind, as to puff it up with Pride in the eyes of Men, 
and render it inexculable betoce God. 

Father YVerbie# had already begun to explain theſe 
Sciences to him ; bur, behdes his making uſe of the 
Chineſe Tongue in has Lectures, which is not proper, 
by reaſon of us often repeated Equivocals, to illuſtrate 
Notons otherwiſe oblcure enough of themielves : Be- 
hdes that, 1 fay Father Verbief died Theſe Fathers 
ſuppoſed the 7 artarie» Tongue would be better hiked 
by this Prince, and that u mught ſerve their turn the 
better eo make thew Notions ineelligible. It happen- 
ed according to their ExpeQtation , and the Emperor 
became in a ſhort time fo capable, that he compoled a 
Book of Geometry. He afterwards gave it to the 
Princes hus Sons, and undertook to be their Maſter in 
t; he calld chem together every day, explain'd co 
them the moſt 4 Propohiions of Exclid; yea, 
and chus Prince having upon his Shoulders the Govern- 
ment of one of the moſt porcne Empires of the World, 
did not diſdain, with his Rule _ in hs 
Hand, to ſpend bis Time in the Family in Specula- 
tions, which Ince:eſt alone {carce makes delighttul ro 
privace Perlons. 

Whilſt theſe Two Fathers by their Credir made 
themlelves fic to be in a ſhort crime the main Support 
of Religion, Father Fontancy, Father Viſdelow, and wy 
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ſelf did endeavour not to be unſerviceable 1n the Prov 
vinces. Father Fontaney went to Nankm, Father Vi{- 
delow took Care of the Churches of Chenſfs, where 1 al- 
fo remained ſome time with him, trom whence after- 
wards | removed to Chenfi, the ancient Place of Fa- 
ther Faber's Miflion, the Chrifhans of which Place, 
notwithſtanding ther having been aclerted this many 
Years, do nevertheleſs preſerve chew & it Fervency, 
and are ſhll look'd upon as the Afraid of that great 
Flock, and Medel of other Beheverss We ng 
at that Time by our own proper Experience, what 
was ofren told us, that the Harveſt truly was great, 
and that beppy « that Labowrer whom the Maſter of the 
Harveſt duth pleaſe to make uſe of to gatber it m. Every 
ching 1s matter of Conſolation in this glonous Employ- 
ment; the Faith of the new Converts, the Innocence 
of the Ancient, the Aptnels of the Children, the De- 
vyotion and Modeſty of Women ; but yet one 1s more 
eſpecially afteted by ſome eminent and exemplary 
Converhans, to perceive the Work of Grace now 
and then wrought 1n the hearts of Idolaters. 

The Truth 1s, thele are in reipet of us convin- 
cing Proofs of that Truth which we preach and de 
Clare: For indeed, by what ſecret Charm could we 
be able ro ammate dead Minds, and raiſe them, (it 1 
may preſume fo to lay) to Reaſon, to God, to all the 
Maxims of the moſt pure and rehned Moraluy;g Minds 
that have been buried, and immerted trom their very 
Intancy im Fleſh and Blood 2 What Force and Power, 
what Blandiſhment could be able in an inſtant, to 
bring into Caprivicy rebellious Minds under the Y oak 
of a Religion lo ſevere as ours 1s, if Jeſus Chriſt himlelt 
did not work Miracles, and it the holy Spirie, by the 
inward and inviſible Operation of Grace, did not fup- 
ply the Dete& of his Miniſters 2 

Thus is that, moſt reverend Father, which we expe- 
rience every day, with aſtoniſhing Comfort, __ 
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doth eſtabliſh, ſtren and fertile us unmovable in 
the ſame Faith which God produceth mm Idolaters. I 
would to God I were able to relate to you particularly 
all that paſſes in Cha on this Subjet, where in ſpighe 
of all = Stratagems of Devils, God u ſo conſtantly 
and reſolutely Gloritied. Yet not beingable upon m 
departure, to pick up the particular Memorial of each 
Church, | ſhall only contene my felt to cell you in Part 
what my ſelf have obſerved in my Mifſion, and at- 
ter what manner I have made it my Bukznelſs to adorn 
it, according to the Ideas and Practice of the moſt 

ve and ancient primave Miſhonaries. 

All my Buſineſs was reduced to Three principal 
Points ; the Firſt was to cheriſh, and keep up che Pier 
of old Behevers by the preaching of the Word of God, 
and above all, by particular Exhortations, which i a- 
bundantly more profitable and editvingthan any thing 
that is ſpoken in Publck, where the Diſcourſe is often |. 
not underſtood, exher becaule of the People's Stupidi- 
ty, or elle by reaſon of the Preacher's ill Utterance, 
and Pronunciation. Theſe poor Souls whom Simpl» 
city and Fervency make teachable, do oftentimes hear 
that, with Tears in ther Eyes, which they do noe 
comprehend but by halves; but yet they always im- 
prove and edity, by what they underſtand pertealy. 
They are elpecially moſt raken with Compariſons, 
Parables, and Hiſtories, and albeit they are not ac- 
quainted nor accuſtomed to that vehement, and ſome- 
times paſſionate Aion of our Preachers, yet for all 
that, they are moved and wrought upon, when they 
ſpeak to chem with Earneſtneſls, and Concern- 

| noſooner came to a private Houle to confels fick 
Perſons, or about other Buhnels, but preſently you 
ſhould have all the Family, nay, and the Chriſtians 
too of the Neighbourhood flock together about me, 
and intreat me to ſpeak to them concerning God. 1 
had made but an indifferent Progrels in underſtand- 
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ing and p thew Tongue, eſpecially when 
I firſt began ee 4 which nevertheleſs gave them 
no manner of , fo far from it, that if they 
could but never fo little apprehend what meant, they 
never were cloy'd with hearing me. 

I have moreover taken notice that they had always 
rather I ſhould preach my felt, how barbarous ſoever 
my Language might a , than that I ſhould ger 
them inſtructed ; as 1 :mes did by the help of a 
Chineſe Catechiſt, that had been formed ſome time 
before to Exerciſes of this Nature : But my Vibes not 
being lo frequent as I could have wiſhed, I endeavou- 
red to make them up by godly Books, with which by 
God's Bleſling, Chime is very well ſtored, there having 
been ſome Miſhonanecs (ufhciently zcalow,and able to 
compole Books, and that very politely, aþan all the 
Points of Rehg1on. 

They have very curious and complete Catechilms, 
wherein the intue and complete Body of the Dodtrine 
of Chnſtianity, the Lite, Miracles, and Death of our 
bleſied Lord, the Commandments of God and the 
Charch, are clearly explained. There are likewile to 
be found particular Expoſitions upon the Golpels, 
Treatiſes upon Moral and Chnſtian Dutves, fome (o- 
Id Controverſies adapted to every Body's Capacity, 
Practices of Piety for the different Condinons of Lite, 
Prayers and Inſtructions for the Uſe of the Sacra: 
ments, a Body of Divinity for the Learned, for they 
have tranſlated fome part of The. Aqumnas, and laſt of 
all, Se. Ipneatiaw's Exerciſes tor thoſe that rind heavenly 
things. Infomuch, that this ſpiritual Seed of the evan» 
ge lical Word is (catered all over, and multiplied an 
Hundred-fold, 

I could have wiſhed there might have been a Tran- 
flation of the Miſa/, upon the account of laying Mals 
in Chaneſe, together with an exat Verhon of the holy 
Scriptures Contormable to the Permifhon obtained - 
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for that purpoſe the Miſa! was finiſhed, and Fa- 
ther Cenpler preſented ir fome Years ago to the Pope : 
However atter having duly examined the Martrer, ic 
was not thonght convenient to make afs of it, bur 
they continued to fay Maſs in the Latine Tongue, as 
in other Places. As for the complete Verſion of the 
Bible, there are fach weighty Reaſons why it ſhould 
not forthwith be oubliſhed. that it would ſeem a raſh 
iece of Impudence to do it; and fo much the more, 
boceuk there 1 already expounded 1m divers Books, 
what is contained in the Goſpel ; yea, and even what- 
ſoever 1s moſt Inſtructive in the reſt of the holy Scri- 
ures, 

The Second Method to increaſe the fervent Zeal 
of Chriſhans, was Praver : Behides the trme appointed 
for Maſs, 1 afſembled chem Twice a day tomake pub» 
lick Prayers They fung in Two Choirs with fuch 
marvellous Devotion, that ic made me wiſh that the 
European Chriſtians might have been wineſlcs of 
their Piety ; for their rude, and ſometimes ſcanda»- 
lous Deportment before our altars, will certainly be 
condemned at the great Tribunal, by the Modeſty uf 
thoſe later Chriſtians, 

They do not underſtand cither finging by Notes 
or Muhck as we do, yet have they Tuncsot ther own 
compolure no ways unpleaſant, which ſcems to me 
abundance more tolerable, than what are ulcd in le- 
veral Socienes of Exrope : They had likewiſe ſeveral 
farts of Inſtruments ; Conforts they ſeem to admire, 
and our Villages in France would ferve their turn well 
enough in that poine. 

The Chimeſe are of thit Temper, that they had 
need of ſomething ſenſible to heyghten their Devocon ; 
lumptucas and magmhcent Ornaments , Singing, 
pompous Proceſſhons, the Noiſe of Bells, and Initru- 
mencs, and the Ceremomes of the Chorch are very 
taking with them, and allure them to divine Service. 
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I took extraordinary care m that matter to procure 
for them all char the Charch out of her moſt wiſe 
Conduct, hath permitted to the ſervants of God ; 
yet always diſhnguiſhing that which Seperſtition, 1 
one have not a care of ir, aaa, frocebe? dam, 
to put inte the common Peoples head. 

| appived my (-I|t more eſp=cially to aſpire them 
with re{pet ro our Mriterics, they made x arp 
feſlion uſually every Forrmght. Their Confeflion 
was not only attended with Tears, (tor the Chineſe 
are more ſubze&t to Weeping than we) bur alſo wicth 
ſevere Penance mn the Evening in the Veltry. 

The lively Faith they had for the adorable Sacra- 
ment, made them conſtant attrenders on the Altar ; 
and when 1 permitted them to reccive it, they com- 
municated with aftedions of veneration capable of 
imtaming not only ſuch who are but Lukewarm, but 
almoſt Chriſtians: You mighe (ce them proſtrate at (c- 
veral times with their Face on the ground lamenting, 
and commonly ſhedding abundance of tears. Such like 
poſtures, more trequent and ordinary amonſt Afrats 
ques than Europeans, yet evermore edifying and lub 
miſſive, do exceedingly contribute to excite Devo- 
non in the Soul, and to wnpreſs upon the Mind that 
profound Veneration which the Majeſty of our My- 
ſeries deſerve at our hands. 

This reipe& extended it felt alſo to the Images, 
Rehques, to the Medals, Holy Water, and in general 
to whatſoever bears the Character of our Rehg1on, 

They bore more than that, a particular veneration 
for the Virgin Mary, which perhaps had gone too 
far, it carc had not been uſed to regulate x. They 
call her the Holy Mother (Char-Meou) and do invoke 
her in all chew Straits and Exigencies. The experi- 
ence they have had of her Prote&ion, hath contir- 
med them 1n this warm Devoton, and the benefits 
they receive daily from her, perſuade them the is 
acceptable ro God. The 
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The Women are yet more anumated with theſe 
Sentiments than the Men. All their Churches are 
dedicated to her under the Title of Chinmmos tam, 
that ws to lay, the Temple of the bleſſed Mother. 
There chey mcer together, for they never enter 1n- 
to the Church of the Men, as the Men dare not pre- 
fume to fer foot into theirs. Bur the paiſfionace love 
that the Chriſtians have for Jelus Chant, make them 
really Devout, and walk worthy of the Proteffion 
they have embraced. They contnually repeat theſe 
following words , Feſas the Mafter of Heaven, who 
ſhed bis blood for i: Feſwr who died ts fave ws. Be- 
ing it s the Myſtery wherein we moſt caretully mn- 
\truft them, fo it 1s thet they moſt ſedfaſtly believe. 
Every one ſhall have their Crucitizes 1n ther Cham- 
bers; and notwnſtanding the nakednels of or Images 
<&d at-firſt give ſome offence, yet have they in pro- 
cels of 6me accuſtomed themſelves to them. We 
diſtribute them to the People with fome precaution, 
for tear they may chance to fall into the hands of 
Idolaters , who might either chrough ignorance or 
malice, be apt to protane t 

And this was the reaſon whyv after Maſs was (aid, 
I commonly removed trom the Altar a large graven 
Crucitix, the Fagens do oftrentumes come out of cu- 
riohty to lee our Churches ; now they might have 
ſtole it away, = nn of it wreverencly and blal- 
phemoully ; which nevertheleſs was not brought to 
pals by the Paints of Chriſt's Paſſion which IL lefe 
with them. 

Now as for Chriſtians, we are far from conceal- 
ing from them thus ſacred Myſtery of our Redemp- 
tion, or from dilſembling in the leaſt circumſtance 
ot the ſame. What certain Hereticks have writ con- 
cerning it is a foul Calumny, which all the Chineſe 
Books and Cuts there engraven, have long ago 
diproved and contuted, my 
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The Crofs is carried publickly in the Sereers in 
Proceſſion, planted en the tops of Churches, paneed 
over the Doors of the Chriſttans Houſes. I have no 


Penance on that day eſpecually. Thoſe who 
ve accuſed their Faith in this , would them- 
ſelves be aſhimed at the inſenſiblenek 


afliſted . 

are overjoyed to fee the Opprobrium of the Croks 

to Tnamph, as far as the utmoſt limits of the Uni 

verſe, over the moſt proud and haughty Nation in 
the World. 

The particular Inſtrution of the Chineſe Women 
is much more troubleſome than that of Men; they 
are never Viſned but in the time of thew Sickneks, 
neither do they ever come to viſe che Miſhonanes ; 
bue they may be ſpoken with in their Churches, or 
elle one may cauſe them ro meet every Fortmght to 
lay Maſs, and adminiſter the Sacrament to them ; 
they dare not come ofrner for fear of Scandal, the 
Laws of the Count'y doth not fo much as allow 


a man cannot imagine what 
p'd by it. I came tothis Charch up- 
ing to hear Confeffions. "Tn always 

ts every ones view ; for in this 
cale one cannot at with roo mach cauron. On 
Saucy morning | nihed che Confellions er hath 
i 
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hat were able theday ins. 
that were not to a | nr; y day Noregping- 


Almoſt every one of 
ſo to do every day it Can had hk 

hether it be renderneſs of Conſcience, 
for the Sacrament, or ſome other wr tr Pr — 
to therylelvei, 1 know no, but they think ak bop can 
never let time enough apart to diſcover their Faults, 
There is required abundance of, panence to hear 
them; and being naturally of a diſpalation, they 
would take it very ill to be handled roughly ; yec 
have they one good quality, that they are fel 
Teſty and Froward. They receive the Laftrutions 
from ther DireAtor in all burulicy ; they bliadly pin 
their Faith upon his Sleeve : we never mnfli&t great 
Penance on them, nay tho' it be a difhcule matter ts 
reduce them from their ordinary peccadillocs, yet do 
- find ut fo hard to bewail and lament for 
t 

As for notorious Suns they very rarely commit 
them, becauſe thew Condmon _—_ - Sh trom 
the molt dangerous opportunities ; it chey could 
be brought to keep Peace in their domeſtic Aﬀairs, 
their Late would be otherwiſe wondertul innocent. 
I have obſerved in many of them a certain Devotion 
that wanted but lictle of Holnels. They ——_ 
ply themlclves to Bulinels or to wr ſceking 9p- 
portuniies tor the Education ot their Children, or 
their own improvement ; Very ſcrupulous and nice un 
th cbhrdon of Price of evary Chrtin Do 
ty; ut in 00 ; in a parts 
cular manner zealous tor the Converſion of Idolaters ; 


attentive to all Occahons that themlclves to 
do Ads of Charity: In 

the ancientceſt 

turn'd Chnitan, 


laved. Thus is not an Encommns of the Chane(e 
Women; 1 do faithtully and honeſtly —_—_— 


(7s a. _ _ m_ we take. We 
et was i witling to my _ 
ral ways and means That which ht to me 
the moſt eftefual, was to rake a Chriſtian School- 
maſter into my Houſe, who was an able zealous 
Man. The Children came thither to learn, and | 
took the unity to inftil Devotion into chem ; 
wanand hes the principal Articles of Religr- 
on, to train them up and diſcaphne them againſt the 
Aſhules of the Gentiles, to accuſtom them to the 
Ceremonies of the Church where they affiſted at 
Maſs every day. Thus Praftice &1d alſo produce 
another The Children of Idolaters who 
came to Study under the Tumon of the ſame Maſter, 
whether by reaſon of cheapneſs, or becauſe of the 
nearneſfs of the place, heard, whether they would 
or no, what was taught to their School-fellows : 
Theſe Inſtructions form'd and feafon'd them by lutle 
and little co Chriſtianity, ard replemiſhed their Mind 
with abundance of Notions and Ideas, which, 
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Evangelical Frum , that is to fay real Converſions. 

It were to be with'd there were a good number 
of Chriſtian School maſters that might teach gretis 
in Iran oy would tn» to pe e 
Religion, and to preſerve nDners, 4 
up => in Fanulics ; but the Mrſhonarnes — 
tar from being in a condition to maintain them, that 
they are hard put to ut to (ublſt chemſclves; tor they 
do not lead fuck a Life as fome ill informed, or rather 
ill afteted Authors would have made the World be- 
lieve they did. Nay, and I ſpeak even of thoſe who 
are at Court, who ſeem by their outhde to live in 
the affluence of all Accomodations. It s true in- 
deed they go in their Silks, (according t© the mode 
of the Country) when they go to vitis Perſons 
of Qualicy, yea and they are fomenmes carned in a 
Sedan, or elſe on Horleback, attended by Servants. 
All which s neceſlacy to keep up their Credit, and 
preſerve the proeeRtion of the Mandarms, for want of 
which the Chriſtians would be often oppreſt. Bur 
yet that makes the Miffhonaries to lead an hard Lite; 
for thele expencss conſuning theu whole Revenue, 
or Penhon, which never amounts to an hundred 
Crowns per Annan, the {mall portion that remains 
» [carce lufhkcrene to live on. The Mithonary us 
very decently (not to (ay very poorly habued) in hs 
Houle; hun Lodging s vey inconvenient, he lies 
upon the hard Ground, or upon a very thin 
without Sheets. As for hs Table, it s fo frugal, 
there never a Monk in Exroe to whom the Canon 
preſcribes fuch a vigorous Abltinence; fome of them 
pals whole Y cars together with only Rice, kgumin- 
ous Vegicables, and Water ; for the Thee that is uſu- 
ally drank, is nexcher plcalant to the Palat of a Chaeſe 
nor a Foreigner, 

However, 1 ſpeak only of the tGme that they are 
1a their Houle 3 toc as loon as ever they come avioad 
to 
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to travel about che Provinces, and to ferk the If? 
Sheep in the Villages, Mountains, and the moſt re- 
more places, one 13 not able ro expreſs the continu» 
al fatigaes of their Miffion ; (1 ſpeak chiefly of thoſe 
that perform in the Weſtern Provinces; for the 
Channds that warer almoſt all che Provinces of the 
South, make theſe Perambulations lefs redious.) Then 
it s that they labour Night and Day, he in Barns, cat 
with the poor Country Men, and are expoſed to the 
ſcorching Sun, and the moſt vehememe Cold, ofren- 
times covered all over with Snow, and wet to the 
Skin with Rain. And then we meet with nothing 
to comfort us at our arrival but ferrent Chriſhans, 
that quite weary us out by the exerciſe of our Mi- 
oy they expe from us. 

Province of Chenfi, that fell to my care, is 
one of the vaſteſt in all Chis, 1 had fome Chii- 
ſtians and Churches eſtabliſhed an hundred Leagues 
of one another, whether 1 muſt go by Road fo 
toilfom, that even Horſes are of no uſe. They have 
Mules bred in the Mountains, and managed for theſe 
fort of Journeys, that is to lay, for the eaheſt Ways ; 
as for the other Ways are fain to foot it, w 
ther vou creep on all _ up the Rocks, or deſcend 
into the Precipices. You crols over the Valley in 
Water and Dirt, expoſed to Tygres, but yer more 
to Robbers, whoſe retreat the Country docs favour. 

They are not like thoſe hne Ways and delight- 
ful pleaſant Champain Provinces of the South, w 
Art and Nature have ſeem'd rather to have made 
for the delight of che Inhabwrants, than tor +be con- 
venience of Travelle:s. The Valleys of the Alp 
and Pyrenees are much more paſſable; and one may 
properly lay of Chin, that where ut 1» fine nothing 
in the World is hner; and when it ceaſcs to be fo, 
nothing 1s more hornd and frighttul. Neverthelchs 
lince the death of Father Fobyr, one takes delight ro 
erav 
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travel along theſe tedious Roads that he watered 

formerly with the ſweat of his Brows, where he hath 

ſhed abroad that ſweet favour of Hohnels, that fill 

u the Faith of Chriſtians, and animates the 
al of the Miſhonarics. 

The other Churches of this Province are more 
calily come at. 1 ſpent a great part of the Year in 
cravelling from Villge to Village, Catechiaing, 
Preaching, adminiſtring the Sacraments to Believers 
that aſſembled upon my paſlage in all the places that 
| appointed. I divided my Time berween them and 
the Idolaters, whole Converhon always proves more 
trequent in theſe ſolitary remote places than DOG 
Canes, or in the Metropolis of a Province. 
of them there were, who being alrcady convinced 
of the Truth by reading, or by their commerce with 
Chnſtians, came of their own accord to receiwe 
Baptiſm: Others ſhaken, and rouzcd cither by their 
R or Friends, carne to hear Diſpurations, and 
at laſt ſurrendred themſelves to the Grace of JESUS 
CHRIST: Many allured by novelty, or by the io» 
treaty of their Neighbours, heard attentively, and al- 
ways diſputed with a great deal of heat; amongſt 
whom ſome there were that withdrew from the Di- 

ation more hardened than ever ; yet others more 
aichtul to the drawings of the Spirit, gave Glory to 
God, and humbly acknowledged their Errors. All 
my trouble in theſe forts of Conmorverfies, was, that 
I pd nn my felt as 1 y nw The dith- 
culy of explaining my felt in a foreign Language 
deprived the Truth of its Weight and Power. I 
thoughe if 1 could but have ſpoken my native Toague, 
there ſhould not have been one Idolater in my Au» 
dutory, that ſhould not have opened hs eyes to Truth 
heſt, and then to Faith. Bur belides that, Men com» 
monly ſpeak enough of « to make every Man ms 
exculable, as St. Foal faith, yet 1 made — 
t 


goo Haw the Goſpel is propoſed to 


this Refle@ion., That he that Plants, and he that 
eng, Un gtes _ A. take, and how 
expert may be in Planting and Watering 
well, yet does but very lictle by that. A Man ought 
ro refer this great Work of converting Souls to God ; 
'ris he alone that caules theſe Plants to encreale, that 
nounſhes them, that raiſzs them up to himlſeli, ac- 
cording to the order of his infinite Mercy and eter- 
nal Purpoſes. And at theſe fer Times fixed and or- 
dained in the eternal Counſlels of Divine Predeſtins- 
non, how many times have 1 ſeen a few ill words 

ſenſibly to triumph over Error, becauſe 
the Holy Spirit, that Maſter within the Ele&, doth 
unfold the ſenſe of them; whereas prolix Diſcourſes 
have had none other efte&t, but only to harden the 
heart; when, by a juſt Judgment, God was not 
plealed to accompany them with an extraordinary 
evidence and demonſtration of the Spirm. 

You will, without doubt, moſt Reverend Father, 
be exceeding glad to underſtand the nature of the 
main difficulties we meer withal in the Converſion 
of the Gentiles. 1 have obſerved three forts of them, 
that ſeem peculiar to the Chineſe. Perſons of Qua- 
lty, and thoſe who would be thought wiſe, objeted 
chiefly againſt che Myſteries: Their hearts roſe 
chiefly againſt the Trinity and Incarnation ; a God 
that was penetrable, a God that could die, was no lef 
in reſpe& of them, than of the Jews a ſtumbling block 
and a piece of folly. The Exiſtence of God, Eter- 
nal, Supreme, inhnitely Juſt, infinitely Powerful, 
went calily down with them, and the convincing proots 
of it that 1 urged to them, made them ſomerimes 
forbear cncering into the Laſts with me chereapon. 

To proceed in order, and © follow the roads 
which Prudence and Holy Fathers have chalked out 
for us on theſe occahons, 1 divided our Religion un 
to two parts lathe firſt 1 propoſed to them what- 


4 
: 


eits 
; 


4.5 


| : proſtrate your ſelves every day 
the infinice Majeſty of this God that you ac- 
; in this poſture, with tears in your Eyes, 


deore 


ver to you, but which it hath pleaſed him to reveal 
tw the World by his beloved Son, which at preſent 
_ » up the particular Character of the Chriſhan 

att 
It was not alwavs fach an cafie matter to obrard 
what | demanded; the moſt part of the Gennles 
accuſtomed blindly to purſue their Paſſions, found 
more difficulty to embrace this Novel kind of Life, 
than to believe the moſt abfiruſe Myſtenes YerT 
can affae you, Reverend Father, that of all thoſe 
that ſubmitted thereto in earneſt, I ſee nor any that 
was not a few days after diſpoſed to beheve the moſt 
dificule c which the New Teſtament teacheth 
w: $ true i& ts, that Faith 1s the gift of God, that 
D 4 cannot 
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cannot be _—_— by all the force of Reaſoning ; 
and thoſe only obtain , who follow our Saviour's 


pome wr monly —C ſhell fond, bnock wwe 
fs you. indeed, to accomphth 

is, ad concur pretty hes ”o che Grnrnrtng 
in a moſt miraculous manner, and [ obſerved in 
ſeveral new Converts fo many enhlghtnings, juſt up- 
on their reſolving to live well, and be conſtant in 
Prayer, that the Holy Spirit muſt needs have illu- 
minated them. 

A Gentleman whom reading and diſpurng had 
made to waver in his Opimon, could not yet reſolve 
to believe; yer he determined norwnthſtanding to 
practice the Morality of JESUS CHRIST, fu 
that a good Life would much conduce to diſpel t 
Miſts. At the firſt his Doubts ot ham 
inſtead of being vanquiſhed : The more he looked 
npon the Croſs, the more did his Spirit revole. He 
compared the Fables of his own Religion with the 
ignominious death of a God-man, that lays the Foun- 

ation bf ours. They both fſeem'd to him equally 
ridiculous ; and take what care he could to ſearch, 
nothing could he find that confirm'd him more mn 
Chriſtanity, than in Idolatry. Hu Relations and 
divers of his Fnends and Acquantance, uſed their 
uemoſt endeavour to win him over to JESUS 
CHRIST, but all co no purpoſe, and he was juſt 
upon the point of taking up hs old courſe again, 
when our blcfled Lord ftopet him upon the very brink 
of the Precipice 

One Night (as 1 had it from his own mouth) he 
ſaw in his Dream Heaven open; JESUS CHREGT 
appear'd to him full of Majeſty, inting at the right 
hand of the Father, and ſurrounded with an | 
= = A——— on one hand he ſhewed 
him thoſe eternal Rewards that are ifſed to Chrt- 


ſtians; on the other he diſcovered to hum profound 
Abylks, 
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Abyſſes, which the Torments and Shreiks of aFyreat 
many Idolaters made gaſtly and frighttul. Thet « 
thy pertion, lanth he, with a threatning countenance, 
EIS Oh ! Son, continued he 
with a more mild countenance, Muff my Croſs di- 
coorage you? And muff & death which it the ſource of 
my glory, make you aſhamed ? 

This Viſion frighted him, and he awakened quite 
another Man ; he did not look upon it as a Dream, he 
did not butie himlelt co find out what extraordinary 
thang, chance, and an over-heated imagination were 
capable oftentimes co produce during ſleep: the poor 
Man being perſuaded that God had fpoken to cy 
demanded to be baptiled with a great deal of umportu- 
nity : nay, and he was fo far trom having any trouble 
to lubmuxt to the beliet of our Myſteries, that he pro- 
teſted he would willingly part with hus life to detend 
the Truth of them. 

Another leſs knowing, yet much more obſtinate, 
did not only not torſake his Errors, but did even 1ſcoff 
at, and deride our moſt Myſteries, and was pre- 
ſent at my inſtrutions, only to jeer them: yer had 
he permuted his Wife «o turn Chriſtan, becauſe he 
was not willing, by croſhng her dehire, to breed 2 
diſturbance m his Faruly. But faid he would have a 
great care of tollowing her example ; for tear the 
World ſhould be apt to believe that all his Family 
was run mad. ; 

Being naturally of a more ſprutely temper, and 
brisker than your Chineſe ulually are, 1 endeavoured to 
win by fair means, more than by Diſputation ; at 
length, perceiving nenher of them prove eftedual, 
| went one evening to hs Houle to fee him, and 
taking him aſide ; 1 depart to morrow, Sir, laid I, 
and am come totake my leave of you. 1 mult needs 
contels it 1s not without fome forrow, not only be- 
caulc 1 leave you, but more clpecruly becaule þ leave 

Dd 4 ys 
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you in your Errors. At leaſt, before my departure, 
do me one ſmall kindneſs, your Wife a Chriſhan, 
ſhe hath an lmage of the God-man, whoſe Religion 
I Preach, do ſo much as Proſtrate your ſelf fome- 
times before this ſame Image, and beſecch him whom 
it repreſents to illuminate your mind, if it be true 
that he hath power ſo to do, and if he be capable of 
hearing you. He ſed me he would doit, and 
_ after my back was turned he pertormed his 
promile. 

His Wife, ignorant of what had paſt, ſeeing him 
upon his Knees adoring JESUS CHRIST by oken 
bowing his Head before this Image, ſuppoſed he was 
Converted, and ſent one of her Relations into an 
Houſe adjoyning where I was, to acquaint me witch 
it: 1 ran thither, and found Inm till fo taken up 
in this Action, and in Prayer, that I had not a mind 
to interrupt him. 

As ſoon as he roſe from his Knees, 1 told him 1 
could not aq my joy to him, occa- 
fioned by the wondertul change God had latcly 
wrought in him. 

How! faith he, all amazed, did you ſce at fuch a 
diſtance what paſt in my mind, or hath God re- 
vealed it to you? JESUS CHRIST himlelf, reply'd 
I, lets me underſtand fo much, for he acquaints us 
that thoſe who ask any thing of his Father m hs 
name ſhall be heard! Oh! Father, cryed he, n s 
true, I am no longer the ſame Man, 1 perceive my- 
ſelf a Chriſtian without yet knowing what Chriſtia- 
nity means ; but pray inſtrut me, 1 am ready to 
ſubmit, and to receive Baptiſm this very moment 
you pleaſe. 

I cold him 1 baptized no body before 1 had firſt in- 
ſtructed them, that being obliged to depart, 1 would 
nominate a Chriſtian to whom he might have r6- 
courle in my ablence. He conlented to every _\ 
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and we proſtrated our ſelves before this miraculous 
Image, to return thanks to the Dine Majeſty, who 
can, when he ſecs good, from the hardeſt Stones raiſe 
up Children unto Abrabem. 

Amonglit ſeveral other effects of that Grace, where- 
with it hath pleaſed God to bleſs my Miffion, the 
Converhon of an old Officer in the Army ſeems 
worth the relating to you. From a private Senrinel, 
he was got up ks the King's Lieutenant in one of 
the Cines of the third Order, noewichſtanding he was 
very rich, yer had he never a Concubine ; his Wite 
being a Chriſtian, obliged him to live in a more re- 
gular manner than other Mandarins. But nothing 
could determine hum to turn Chriftian ; not that he 
was bigoted to Paganiſm, his dehre of advancin 
himſelf in the World took up all hs: thoughss, _ 
had cill chat time never owned any Deny but his For- 
tune. Thus indifterency for all forts of Religion, is of 
all conditions the moſt dangerous; and I have tound 
by Experience that a Man is never at a greater di- 
ſtance trom the true God than when he acknowledges 
none at all. 

Yet had hea great value for Chriſtians, becauſe he 
edihed by their ingocent life. When 1 chanced to go 
to his City he always made me a Viſit; and becauſe he 
thought u pleaſed me, he went ſomerimes into the 
Church to lie Proſtrate before the Altars. 1chereupon 
took occahon to lay the bulinels of his Salvation home 
to him, but he heard the moſt ſerious things, that I 
ſpoke to him thereupon, with a {mile. 

One day ſpeaking to hum ot Hell in a more terri- 
fying manner chan uſual; you muſt not be lurprized 
at my undauntedneſs, ſays he, it would be a great 
ſhame for an old Officer, as 1 am, to be atraid. E- 
ver ſince I turned Soldier | took up the relolution to 
fear nothing : but after all, ſaith he, what realon can 
[ have to tear, 1 do no body wrorg; I lerve my 
Dd 3 Friends, 
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Friends, and am faithful to the Emperor, and if here- 
tofore I have been ſubjeRt to the uſual diſorders of 
Youth, I am at preſent temperate enough in my 
Pleaſures. That is as much as to lay, replyed I, 
that you ſtrive to gratifie the World, but you are 
no o_ —_—_ to render to q dig bp 
to him ; you imagine you a 
Officer , in diſcharging the particular duty of your 
Calling, it you refuled at the ſame time to obey and 
acknowledge the Emperor. 

'Tis not enough to be regular in all the Actions of a 
private hfe; the principal duty of a SubjeR is to ſub- 
mit to his Sovereign, and the whole duty of a Man 
wtoown and fear God. You are in the right, faith 
he, 1 do ſcrioully think it. You think fo in 'vain, 
replyed I, it that God, which I ſpeak to you of, does 
not give good thoughts. Beg of him this Everung to 
enlighten your Underſtanding, he will hear your 
Voice; but do you remember allo to hſten to bs, and 
tollow i 

Altho' I could hops no more from this Diſcourſe, 
then from ſeveral other precceding ones, yet I ob- 
ſerved he was wrought upon: I mention'd ſome ſuch 
thing to his Wite, who took an occaſion thereupon 
to ſpeak home to him, and one of his Officers bein 
very Zzalous, and well inſtructed, defired him at lea 
to alhſt at Evening-Prayer to be performed in his 
Houſe. His preſence flicred up the fervency of his 
Domelſticks, and they all beg'd of JESUS CHRET 
that he might be Converted, with Cres and Tears, 
which the infinite goodneſs of the Almighty can 
ſcarce ever withſtand. 

From this very moment he began to waver, and 
the various thoughts he revolved jn his mind a great 
part of the night concerning the danger wherein he 
was, made him take up a reſolution to go through 
with Religion. But our Lord inſtrufted him con- 

cerning 
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cerning it immediately 3 for he ſenouſly proteſted, 
chat being a lictle ſleepy, he had ſuch horrible repre- 
ſentations of Hell, that he was no longer in ſuſpenſe 
whether or no he ſhould reſolve: upon his awakening 
he found himſelf a Chnſtian, or at leaſt he took uv 
a firm reſolution fo to be as ſoon as poflible hocentl 
He forthwith repaired to the Church where 1 ſaid 
Maſs; when it was finiſhed, I was ſurpriſed to him ſee at 
my Feet begging Bapuſm of me, with his Eyes bathed 
in«Tears Weeping, I lay, for ſcarce could he utter 
his mind, ſo much did his Sighs and Tears interrupt 
his Diſcourſe : he ſpoke likewiſe with a much more 
conhdene Air, and there was obſerved in his Aion 
I know not what fort of fear, that had ſeiſed him, 
of which he was not Maſter. Whether it was that 
his imagination was ſtill ſmitten with the repreſenta- 
ton of Hell, or whether God by this change was 
pleaſed to make us, as well as him, apprehenhve that 
all the bravery and haughtine(s that War is capable of 
mipiring, is not proot a that ſaving horror 
which he darts (when it pleaſes hum) mnto the moſt 
undeunted Hearts. 

I had a great mind, according to my cuſtom, to take 
ſome tme to examine and inſtru him, bur he proceſted 
that he would not go out of the Church all he was 
baptiſed, Perbaps I ſhall dye thu very night, (ard he tome, 
and you will be grieved to know me eternally dann'd, His 
reſolution not to torſake me, the mtreaty of Chri- 
ſtians, that went down to the ground to me to ob- 
tain this favour, and 1 know not what internal mo- 
non prevailed upon me. I examined him about eve» 
ry point of Religion: he underſtood one part of it, 
and learnt the reſt with fo much cafinefs, that ewo 
hours after 1 thought I could initiate him into our 
Myſteries, His Converſion made a great noiſe in the 
Cuy, ſeveral Idolaters followed his example 5 and 
hnce in Heaven iclt there is rejoycing at the repen- 

Dd 4 tancy 
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tance of one finner; there is no queſtion but the 

Saints and Angels were joyful of the Converſion of 
This fubrffion of our ſpirit to the obſcureft My. 

fterics, how difficalt ſoever = ma non, FORDS on 


the thing that croubles the ; ſeveral © 
| ——_—— The 
firſt is the reſticurion of ill gotten Goods, which in 
reference to the Merchants and Mandarins s an al- 
yy tO —_ 

lnjuftice Cozenage are fo common in Che, 
in theſe rwo conditions, that few of them there are 
who have enriched themſelves any other way. A 
Merchant always puts oft his Wares at the deareſt 
rate he can poflibly, and never _—_ 
chandiſe but when he cannot get nd of ha Cun- 
_ Craft, ſo peculiar to this Nation, ſeem to 
intitle it to the ght of Sophiſticaning all chings. Bur 
the ſanity of our Religion doth not permit what 
human Laws tolerate: a Man when he is become 
Rich by unjuſt dealing, ny why nay mt > > 
Accounts with God, when he does in carneſt k 
he is come tothe knowledge of him. 1 muſt contels 
that | never inhſted upon this point but it made me 
eremble. Thus is for the moſt part a Rock of offence 
D—_—_ 

They do not boggle at the Myſteries, nor ever call 
them in queſtion, and the reaſon » becaule they ſeem 
not cut out for ſpeculative Sciences. But as to the 
buſineſs of Maralty {hey have a certain penetrating 
aptneſs, and think chemfclves lictle inferiour co us. 

© [t 1s very true, lays a Merchant to me one day, 2 
" Man is not allowed to defraud or do wrong to hs 
* Neighbour ; but it is not I that Cheat when | fell woo 
* dear, or when I put off my bad Scufts, the Buyer 
© buſes himſelf. As he for hs part defires to have 
* them for nothing, or as little as he can, if 1 agree to 


"I. 
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"it $So I likewiſe am in the nght to exat large rates 
' from him, and to receive them, if he be ſo fumple 
* a5 to give them me; this 1s the fruit of our Induſtry, 
"and profit s no wolence, but che eftet of 


'at ns cot; how can 1 have the 
' (enero ſtrip my Children naked, 
* beggery ? Believe me, Facher, 
' have extorred what they had, have I'll —_— 
f done as much to others, who again have 

i themſelves afrer the ſame manner. Here it s the 
" Cuſtom to deal thus, and every one 1n particular, 
" (if they have any reaſon) mutually to par. 
* don one another for chele ſmall faulks; otherwile 
* we mult undo and overthrow whole Famihes, and 
: —q— — _ than the _ one 
a comm As for my part 1 any 
* thoſe who have chouſed me, provided no body will 
x ——__—_—_—r__——_ 

im. 

This #s the Language of the Children of darkneſs, 
of whom JESUS CHRIST faith, that it is cahier for 
a Camel wo gothrough the Eye of a Needle, than tor 
a rich Man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Let a Man repreſent to them what he pleaſes; yet 
will they always have their own way, being more 
obdurate than blind + for they ſeldom tail of admuring 
_ and an unbyaſſed r in others Seo 

- — - ao what I (ay, whereot I have been 
_ an travelling in the Province of Chenf 
young Man trav in 1nce _ 
where | chanced © be, found a Purſe upon the Road 
of about ren or ewelve Crowns; he had the honeſty 
to incure after the perſon to whom « belonged, = 
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he might reſtore it. This was look'd upon as an he- 
roical Action by the Chineſe; now the Mandarin of 
the place w not let him do it without a recom- 
pence, he made an Encomians of it himſelf in a DiC 
courle that was printedin a large Character, and af- 
hx'd upon the Palace Gate. 

But God Almighty, to whom even natural Vertues 
are I Gat inhemuely _ gracious wo_ 
young proceeding on x7 nEy, 4 per 
unknown to him accoſted him, and faid how came it 
to pals that you reſtored the mony ſo generouſly ? Do 
not you know that it is none but the Chriſtians dury 
to do ſuch things as theſe, and know, that in the ſtate 
wherein you are, all your moral Aaions will not 
hinder you from being damned: beheve me you will 
do well to go to the Father of the Chnſtians, and 
embrace their Religion, without which all your up- 
—_ _ natural equity will ſtand you in no ſtead 


He immediately obeyed, and returned back to hind 
me out, he related to me with abundance of modeſt 
fmplicay what had happened co him, and ever and 
anon he would be ſaying ; what is it to be a Chnſt- 
an, and what would you have me do? I inſtructed 
him with Co much the more cafhinels, becauſe he took 
nothing amiſs: in a word, he was induced with 66 
much innocence and candor, that I was much taken 
with tum ; fo that when I found him well diſpoſed, [ 
proceeded to the bapniſing of hum, and put tum in a 
way to ſanRtifie his good inclinat:ons for the future. 

The Devil, who underſtands the blind fide of the 
Chineſe, as to matter of Intereſt, hath inſpired the Ido- 
laters with a Maxim that always retains them in their 
Errors. The People fancy that one us Chriſtian 6 
nough if one be poor, and that Chriſtianity was the 
Religion of beggerly Fellows. So that if there hap 
pen any mutortune in a Fanuly ; it there chance P 
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be a Chriſtian in it, all others preſently lay the blame 
upon him, and load him with their wnprecations. 
One cannot without a ſtrong Faith refit thisPerſe- 
cutioh, and when one propoſes to an Idolater, pre- 
eſfſed with ny idea, ” Oy — a" 14n 
chg1on; inward Grace mu Exceed! rong 
to oblige him to Sacnhce his Fortune, mi tor- 
lake, as he imagines, all his temporal Intereſts. 

This very realon ſways almoſt with all che Manda» 
nns, who venture all as ſoon as they think of be- 
coming Chriſhans. Father Adam's tall, that drew 
along with it ſo many illuſtrious Familes in the lace 
Perſecution, makes ther Hair ſtill ſtand an end. 
They know that the Religion of the Exropeans is not 
approved of by the Laws, and withal chat they may 
deprive all ſuch as embrace it of their Lives and For- 
tunes. What Protetion foever the Emperor may 
grant to the Miſhonaries, he may hereafter revoke 
it, he may die. And the Parhament watch all opor- 
runuties imaginable to root out Chriſtianity ; fo that 
the fear of lohing the deceirful riches of chis World, 
deprive a mulexcude of People of erernal Bleflings, 
which they cannot ſufficiently value, noc know the 
worth of. 

But now if a Mandarin, who has any work of 
Grace upon his Heart, wave all theſe confiderati- 
ons, upon his Convertion, he meors with another 
notable obſtacle ro his perſeverance, ſhll more difhi- 
cule co furmount than the former. Since the Penſions 
of the Officers are not ca to ſupply the uſual 
Expences of their Fanuly, they have no other fund for 
tomaintain « beſides injuſtice. 

The Miniſters of State, and chief Preſidents of 
Sovereign Courts of Judicature of Pekin, do under- 
hand exat conſiderable fums from the Vice-Roys. 
And theſe latter, to make it good, have recourſe to 
the principal Mandarins of the Province ; who again 
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afrer ng mony by hook or by crook. 

TA Meds of juſtice, which the ambition of 
the Grandees, and Avarice of ſome of inferior Rank, 
have introduced into the Empire fince the laſt Revo- 

ins goons 6 enaunel Uiay Go hs CEIEG 
our _ Fanth upon a fold Foundation, becauſe 


darin if he do not cheat. 

However, we meet with a great many of them, 
whom Providence preferves, who have not bowed 
the Knee to Beal. We have feen in Chas, as in the 
Primitive Church, ſome examples of this Chriſtian 
generofity, that count the Goods of this World a 
in hopes that the Kingdom of Heaven mill 

their Inheritance. ing the ume of 
the Perſecution there paſt an hundred things of this 
nature, that might d matter of Edifhcation ; but 
being I fer down but what 1 have (een, | 
ſhall content my ſelf to relate a more recerſt example 
which likewiſe much aftteted me. 

A fervent Chriſtian of the Province of Chef, 
after he had inniched himlelt in divers honourable cn» 

, 4d at laſt retire from the World, refolving © 

y out one part of his Eſtate in the ſervice of God, 
and to diſpoſe of the other un leading a peactable 
and innocent hte with his Family. He had built a 
Church in the Country, whicther 1 ſometimes went 
to Adminiſter the Sacraments, and Baptile the Cha- 
techiſts, whom he took ſpecial care to train up him- 
ſelf. But his Houſe ſtanding in a place that was 2 
great thorow-fair, the Troops that are continually 
going, and coming in Chis, laid all hs Go_ 

Waite 
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waſte, not daring to do the leaſt Damage to theſe 
of his neighbour Idolaters ; and this 1s the Reaſon 
that induced them to deal with him at this rate. 

The Chineſe are wont publickly co belch our Curſes 
againſt thoſe that do them wrong, eſpecually, it they 
cannot be revenged of them other ways. } a man 
hath been rob'd in hs Houſe, and one cannot diſco- 
rerthe Robber, cvery Morning and Evening for ſeve- 
ral days together, the Family's Buhnels 1s to curſe 
him ; the Father, Mother, Children, and the Ser- 
rants, take it by turns, and reheve one another mn this 
Exerciſe, and wiſh him all milchef imaginable; 
they have, (#1 wy {o i it) me em foul 
—_ a e Exprefhons, whiuch they repeat 
an Hun Times, bawling as bud as — t 
are able, at the Gate, or upon the Houle top ; 
they imagine that the Robber will come to ſome harm 
by thers, wherever he be, till ſuch time as he hath 
made amends tor the Wrong, 

Noewichſtanding,there is not one of an Hundred of 
theſe Kobbers, that give any heed to! this tedious Noile, 
yet, ſome there be that are trghted at it; and this 
Fear prevents abundance of Violences Chrnſtans 
who love their Enemies, and wiſh well to thoſe that 
do ill by them, are tar from curhng them ; fo that the 
Soldiers that 1 told you of, fearing the Curſes of the 
Gentiles, (pared their Goods, and fearing nothing trom 
the Wrath of this zealous Chriſtian, they plundred his 
Houſe, ſtole his Fruit, cut down his Corn, and pluck't 
up his Trees : So you fee his extraordinary Patience 
drew upon him all the Damage which otherwiſe would 
have equally fal'n upon others, | 

His Friends more concern'd at his Loſes than him- 
ſelf, often laugh'd at his inſenſiblene(s, and reproach'd 
him much what 1n the lame manner as Fob's Friends 
&d +him on fuch a like Occahon, telling him, that 
all bus Blefling of God, would not ſecure him trom - 
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fing his Eſtate, and probably not from ſtarving : Br 
wedic Deo, & morere, bleſs God and die, 

They were always telling him, that it was a ſtrange 
Thing, that for the bare Obſervance of hus Religion, 
he would ſee himſelf reduc'd to the urmoſt Extremny, 
If fo be, ſay they, you areafraid your fell to urrer Cur- 
ſes againſt thoſe Rogues, ſend one of your Servant 
todo it for you, or clſe let out your Eſtate to Gentiles, 
= will not be troubled with theſe ridiculous Scru- 
P 

_—_ Man abound - i. a lively Faith, and 
that y Simphcry fo conformable to the Goſpel, 
made An{wer, that all he had, was at God's diſpoſal, 
that he would preſerve it, and that upon the w 
he had rather receive Hurt, than to do any. He 
me one day ; my Cluldren take i very ill, that I leave 
my Houle, and Goods, at Sixes and Sevens, to be plun- 
dred at this rate : You know, 1 have my 
Reaſons to dothus, but they have none at all tro com- 
— lince the Goods do not belong to them ; they 

ve wherewithal to hive, without being beholdingto 
any Body, upon what I have ww tor my felt; 
but alcho' they ſhould be in want, yet, 1 had rather, 
when I come to die, leave Examples of Vertue for 
their Portion , that contribute to the ſaving of thei 
Souls, than Riches, that may make them lole them. 

Theſe Sentiments, moſt reverend Father, were 
ſuch matter of Joy, that I am not able to exprols it to 
you- I faid ſometmes to my felf in the Excels of my 
Joy, I: there more Faith than that = Iiracl? No,O 
Lord, I have loſt nothing by leaving Frexce, fince 1 
find ſome Saints here ; thy Spiris bath indeed filed i 
the Earth, and that protound Science of Salvation, 
that we in Exrope have enjoy d for fo many Ages, be 
gins at length to be ſpread abroad to the Extremines 
ot the World, by the ſtupendous E ficacy ot thy holy 


Word. 
Ne vers 
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Nevertheleſs, becauſe his Children were very ur- 
with me, to find out forme Way or other to reme+ 
this Diſorder, and that indeed it was convenient 
to the Gentiles Malice trom prevailing over 
the Chriſtians Patience; I permitted them on ſuch 
Occaſions as theſe, to make uſe of Threatnings 1n- 
ſtead of Curfings; and to tell them, I wilh you no 
Harm, yea, and I forgive that you have done me; 
but God who pleads my Cauſe, knows how to puniſh, 
tho' I do not pretend to do it : the Time will come, 
when you ſhall be (mitten with all the Anetbems'; that 
our unjuſt Violence deſerves, and that Curſe he 
on you at preſent, will be to you the Source of 
all che Miſeries which his Law forbids me to wiſh to 
you. This Expedient took EffteR, and the Chriſti- 
ans growing eloquent for their own Intereſt, did fo 
hvely lent the Judgment of God, that the Idola- 
eers hey longer blame them. 

The Second Obſtacle in my Way in converting the 
Chmeſe, proceeded from the mulexude of Wes which 
the Laws of that Country permit them ; that is, in 
relpe&t of the Perſons of Quality only, who, behdes 
ther own Wives, take as many Concubines as they 
are able to maintain; for as to the ordinary Sort, they 
have not Wealth enough to allow this Expence, 
The Meandarms are by their condition debar'd trom all 
ordinary Divernſements, they are permitted only to 
eat now and then with theic Friends, and give them 
a Play: Gaming, taking the Air, Hunting, private 
Vities, publick Aſſemblies would be looke upon mm 

, as Crimes of Stat: ; fo that they ſeek no turther 
than their Houſe to find wherewithal to ſupply the 
want of thoſe Plealures which the Laws abridge 
them oft. 

Here and there one of them applies himſelt to ſtu- 
dy, asthe fureſt means to advance him ; bur the great- 
elt part of the Mandarin compole a kind of Seraghto, 
Wilrg 
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wherein thev ſpend all the time that they can ſteal 
from their Aﬀairs. One may judge by that, how li:- 
tle are inclined te deprive them ves of Delights 
to be farisfied with one Wife, whoſe Age, nay, and 
many times Antipathy, have but already too much 
diſguſted them. 

Ir is true, thoſe who are converted, are permitted 
to take one of their Concubines to Wite, in caſe the 
lawful Spouſe hath not a mind to turn Chriſhan; bur 
the Laws prohibit them to do ſo: And in Chis, one 
cannot divorce hw Wite, except in ſome very tew par- 
ticular Caſes authoriſed by Cuſtom : Moreover, the 
Relations of her, whom her husband ſhould have thus 
repudiated, would certainly be revenged on him, nay, 
and would force hum by Law to take her again. $ 
that when we pr = dn imine dots 
Difficulnes of our Religion, they diſpure, they conks- 
der how to them; they do not deſpair to do 
Violence upon their Inclnavons ; but ths laft Point 
diſcourages them at firſt Daſh , and deprives them of 
all - wa. of being converted. I mill give you anc 
table Example of what I lay. 

I was going one day from one Village to another, 
in pretty bad Weather, and hatte co gee there 
in time, 1 heard an horſe-man behind, who gallopt 
up to me ; he was a man of berwree Fifty and 
ſcore, well mounted, and attended by ſome Servants : 
As ſoon as he had overtaken me, he cold me, that the 

reat Eſteem he had for the Chriſtian Religion, gave 

im ſome thoughtsof gerning himlelt fully inſt 
therein, and that nothing could ever be able to divert 
him from thes Reſolution, becauſe he perceived in bis 
mind, a wonderful defire to embrace it. This Ar- 
dency, faith I, Sir, without all doubr comes trom God, 
Fleſh and Blood do not inſpire fuch like Sentiment 
into you; for my part, | am ready to affiſt you; 1 
hope on your part , you will be perſwaded to o_ow 
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the Voice that calls you : We were afoot in the middle 
of a great High way,and taking him afide alietle, 1 be- 
pan inſtruct him: every thing appeared Rational to 

im ; and after having run over all the myſteries char 
are moſt difficult, I adviſed hum to follow me into the 
Church,whicher « was my Duty to go, when I call'd ce 
mind that 1 had forgot the material Pome ; 1 ſuppoſe 
Sir, added I, that you have no Concubines, or at leaſt, 
you are relolved! to ſend them packing; for withour 
doubr, you are not ignorant, that it 1s not allowed 
Chriſtians to marry ſeveral Wives. The Religion 
which 1 preach, and Jeſus Chriſt caught, applies ſelf 
principally co wean our Hearts from fenſual pleatures, 
nay, and doth even ſometimes exhort us, © deprive 
our lelves of thoſe which Reaſon permits. 

How, faith he, ſtartl'd at this, am 1 obligd CF 1 
fave any thoughts of being a Chriſtian) co curn oft my 
Concubines; ah! what hurt is there in keeping 
them 2 what will People lay of me inthe World ? whac 
will become of my Children ? and what will become 
of my ſelf ? But, 1s that fame really an Article which 
cannot be diſpenſed with ? I endeavoured to pacitte 
him, and make him apprehend, that he laboured un- 
der a miſtake : If to overcome the Ditfculcies of his 
Converfion, he relied wholly upon his own natural 
xrength, and preſent Inclnatioa ; God, faid 1, who 
knows our corrupe Nature, hath ſecret Mechods whe! c- 
by to ailiſt us, that we do not at Firſt fo much as 
dream of ; endcavour only to keep alive that good 
Will he hath granted vou, he will accompliſh che ceit, 
you will had your (clf chang:d in celpeh of thy, as of 
all other chings 

He hftened to me 2 good while without ſpeaking 2 
Word, but at length taking his lzave of me off the 
ſuddain, and making a low Bow, he mounts briskly on 
horſe-back, puts Spurs to hs Horle, and rides tull Speed 
towards the Place from wheace be came; 1 uny 
Es io 
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loſt fight of him, but methought I fill fee him, fo 


hvely was his Countenance for ſome time imprinted 
upon my Spirit ; and 1 am fhll quite diſconfolate, for 
lofing a Soul in an inftant, which the Grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt had been fo long a preparing for me. 

But now mm reſpet of Womens Converhon , it s 
much more difhkcult. A Concubine,tor Example, ac- 
knowledged the Verity of Religion, and the Miſera- 
bleneſs of her State and Condition; ſhe had a great 
Dehre to come out of it, and receive Bapnlm, it was 
told her, that the firſt Step that Fanh acquired of her, 
was to hve ſeparately from her pret Husband, 
and to farſake her fins; fotar ſhe conſents, nay, the 
dehires it with all her Heart; but obſerve what the re- 

eſents to her ſelf, 1 belong to a Aeanderis who 
Cake me, if I go out of his Doors, he hath nghe @ 
claim me, and take mc again, and infhit Puniſhment 
upon me as his Slave. It by good Fortune I avoid his 
Purſuit, whither can I revre to be in more ? 
my Kindred who fold me dare not harbour me, and | 
ſhall infallibly fall into the hands of another Perſon 
who will engage me in the Scare that I leck to avoid; 
I muſt therefore remain in the Houſe where I am, but 
how ſhall 1 be able to refift a brutiſh Fellow, whoon- 
ly conſults his Paſſion, juſtified by the Laws, and Ex- 
ample of the whole Empire: it 1 to no purpole to lay 
bctore him the holine(s of Chriſtaniry that 1 defare to 
embrace ; my Intreatics, Tears, yea, my Reliltance, 
and all che Efforts that I, poor | can make, are not 
able to hinder im; neverthelcls, 1 am refolved 
run away whatever it coſts me : Order me to do fome- 
thing, but pray do not retule me baptiſm. 

It fo talls out fometimes, that an Idolater taking 
diſtaſte at ſome extravagant Caprichus of his Chriſtun 
Wite, does wrongtully accuſe her, and obtains leave, 
by the force of Money to fell her to another; yea, ſome- 
tmmes without any legal Procels of Juſtice, he (ell = 
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and retres into another Province ; this Woman gers 
into the hands of another Man : How can ſhe avoid 
Sin,receive the Sacraments, and perſevere in the Fauh ? 
in truth the Mifhonaries are at their Wit's end, ha- 
ving at that time no other Courſe totake, but rogo 
_ Jnbo wh God, who hncerely defires the Salvation 
of all men, would pleale to make ule of thole fecret 
means, that his Alm Power 1 wont to produce, 
when has ordinary idence, and the Efforts of 
our Dehres , prove 1 ] 

e have, moſt reverend Father, ſo much the more 
Reaſon to one for theſe diſtinguiſhing Favours from 
God in ſuch liks Occabons, becauſe he ofren grants 
them, even then when we do not judge them ablo- 
lutely neceſlary. Ir is true, Miracles are not fo com- 
monin Chas, as the State of that Empire would ſeem 
to require: The Emperor to whom they have rela- 
ted rboſe which God hath been pleaſed to work in 
other Nations, does ſometimes reprove us for iu. Are 
we, faith he, in a worke Condition than the Barbers- 
ans, that have fo trequently ſeen their Sick healed, 
and their Dead raiſed to Lite * What have we done 
to God that he renders our Converhon fo difecult 2 
You come trom the urmoſt ends of the Earth, to preach 
upa new Law to us, contrary to, Nature, clevated a- 
bove Reaſon: Is ic Juſt, that we ſhould take your 
Word tor x ? Do fome Miracles that may warrant the 
Truth of your Religion, and I] pals my Ward tor 
the fincerity of our Faith. 

We have frequently told him, that God was the 
Maſter and Giver of theſe Gitts , and that he diſtri 
buted them, according to the Decrees of hs eternal 
Wiſdom ; that it is our of our Sphere to tathom their 
Depth ; chat fomenmes he did not work theſe Prody- 
pes in Kings Courts, becauſe he torclaw the 1} ale 
ehey —eliubocd: of them; ſomenmes becaule 
giving them better =_ and Abilities, and more Pene- 
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tration than to others, theſe ordinary Graces were 
ſufficient for them ; whereas the mple, rand the 
rude, unavilz'd Nations, flood in need of the fenfi- 
ble Marks of his Almightinefs, for the more cafy dil- 
ing of the Truth; yea, and « 1s more than pro- 
A EDS 
mity wit rit us, « 
Ambition, and Luxury of great Perſons, draw upon 
them this ternble iſement, and that God in hs 
juſt Judgment refuſech Miracles to Perſons, who do 
themſelves refuſe to ſubrut ro the moſt plain, and 
ordinary Laws of Nature. | 
But, my Lord, (have fome replied) the Chanty 
of that great Number of Miſſionaries, who 
forlake , where than _ their 
Science, ought naturally to detain them ; who traverſe 
a Thouſand Dangers, to come hither to ſacrifice them- 
ſelves ro the Happineſs of your People ; and with fo 
unbiaſſed and conſtant Zeal Sir. Is not there fome- 
thing of a Prodigy in it ? and ſhould it not be as pow- 
ates perſw u as Miracles ? If they be ſuch 
Knowing, Learned Men as your Majeſty allows them 
to be, how do they abuſe themſelves? and it they be 
Wiſe, as you ſeem to think them ; why do they abar- 
don all the Pleafures of this World, to come fo tar to 
deceive others, and all to no > Aker allthe 
Reflections they have made this Hundred Years upon 
the different Religions of Chas, there 1 not one 
them,who hath not judg'd them all wholly contrary to 
Reaſon ; but during fo many Ages that we have exa- 
mined the Chriſtian Religion, we thave not obſerved 
amongſt us one wiſe Man, and of good Morals, that 
hath ſulpeRed it of Falſhood. Theic Anfwersdo uſu- 
ally put him to a ſtand, and force him ro make certain 
Reflections that do no a hittle diſturb him. 
In ſhore, moſt Reverend Father, if Miracles be 
wanting at P:4:w, the Bultncls us otherwile un the Pro 
vin- 
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vinces, ſeveral are there wrought, and 1bo{+ of Father 
Faber are fo generally known, that it is fomewhar dit- 
bonk mares believe them ; not that I go about'to juſti- 
he all chat us related of « nor of a great many 


I my ſelf have been Wimefs; and peradrenture, moſt 
Reverend Father, you rely {o much upon my Since- 
nity, as to be inclined to believe them likewiſe upon 
my Teſtimony. 
In a Village in the Province of Chenfi,near the City 
of Saw-wjen, there lived an Idolater, devout in his way, 
and extreamly addicted to theſe Superftinons: At the 
time of Full Moon, he burnt commonly in honour of 
his Gods, Gilded, or Silver'd Papers, wrape up in 
difterenc oy m—g— — Cuſtom of the Coun- 
try. One day to Offer this kind of Sacri- 
hce before his Gate, there aroſe a Storm that forc'd 
him to recre into his Houſe, where he lighted the (aid 
Papers in the muddle of a Hall, without taking any ftar- 
ther Care ; but the Wind blowing open the Gate 
drove them up and down every where, and they had 
no time to ent one part from flying into a Stack 
—_ i + 2 = Wy 
came running, but the contlagration me 
ſo furious, in a moment that i was 1mpolible to extin- 
pu it, The Houſe on one hide adjoyning to the 1do- 
s, belonged toa Chriſtian, and by this ume ſeem'd 
(halt encompaſſed with the Flames driven furoully by 
the Wind.) to be in Danger of being quickly quite, conlu- 
med ; this poor Man, attended with divers others, got 
upon the Houſe-top, and did his Endeavour, but allin 
Va, to defend himſclt from the Contligraton;g when 
his brother very confidently came as near the Fire as 
he durſt poſlibly, and fell on his Knees upon the 
Tiles, and looking up to heaven, faid, O Lord, for- 
ſake not thoſe that put their Truft nm thee; all that _ 
Ee 3 4 
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beſt beftowed wpon w u bere \ if we loſe it, the whole Fa: 
mily « reduced to the wtmoft Extremity : Preſerve it, O my 
God, and I promiſe before thee, that I will afferble all 
the Chrifians im the Neygbbourbood, and we will go to 
Church together, to demonſtrate my acknowledgment 
the ſame. Thereupon, he looſed a ſmall Relique from 
his Chaplet, threw i into the middle of the Flames 
chat by this time cover'd part of the Houſe. 

This Action, perform'd with fuch a {| Air 
dd equally attrat the Attention of Chriſti and 
Idolaters, who mightily aſtoniſhed at their Compa- 
mons Conhdence, the event of the Buſ- 
neſs; when Heaven all on the ſuddain, declar'd it felf 
in a moſt miraculous manner ; The Wind 
violently, forthwith ſlacken'd, and a contrary Wi 
ſtronger than that ariſing at the ſame time, drove the 
yiolent Streams of the Flames to the fide, up» 
on the Houſe of a wicked falſchea tian, that 
had lately abjured. It was conſumed in a Moment, 
becoming an Example of divine Vengeance, as the 
Houſe that Heaven preſerved, was an evident Token 
of his Proteaion, | 

I was at that time Six Miles from the Village. "Tv 
true, my urgent Buſineſs hindred me from being my 
ſelf upog the Spor; but I ſent very credible Perions 
thither, to be inform'd about it. The Pagans firſt of 
all, bore Witneſs ro the Truth ; and ſome while afrer, 
the Chniſtans thereabouts, conducted by bam who was 
lately heard in his Prayer, appear'd in my Churchto 
fulfil his Vow ; where wich one accord, they eccho'd 
forth the Prailcs o! the Great God, who alone 15 able 
to cauſe his Voice to be heard by the moſt inſenhible 
Creatures, to the Confultan of falſe Gods, that are 
not themſelves capable to hear the Voice of rational 
Creatures. 

Some Months after, there happened a thing no lels 
ſurprifing, the Conſequences whereof, were wy? 
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neficial to Religion : An Idolater of an indifferent 
Fortune, fele himſelf aflaulted with an unknown 
Diſtemper ; it was fo catching, that his Mother and 
Wiſe har'd in it likewiſe : Two or three times a Week 
he fell into fainting Fits, which at the beginning, 
look'd like Swooning, and then turned again into cru- 
el Head-aches, Pains in the Stomach and Bowels, 
ſomerimes they found themſelves extreamly agrated, 
as if they had had a Fever; they loſt the uſe of their 
Reaſon, their Eyes rolled in their Heads, and men 
judged by ſeveral other unuſual Poſtures, that the De» 
vil had a hand in the martrer. 

Thev were the more perſwaded to it, becauſe they 
often found their Houſe all put out of Order, the 
Chairs, Tables, and carthen Vellch overthrown, not 
knowing on whom to lay the Faule. The Phyſicians 
whole Intereſt ut was to pals Judgment, that Nature 
on th: one hand, and the Malice of the People of the 
Family on the other, were the Cauſe of theſe ſeveral 
Adions, made uſe of all their Medicines to Cure 
them. The Bonze: onthe contrary aflured them, that 
the Devil was the Author of the Miſchief, and de- 
manded unrcalonable Alms to ſtop u's Courſe. So 
that the good People abuled on every hand, had thrown 
away all their Eſtate in Four Years ame upon the 
Covetouſnels of theſe Impoſtors, without finding any 
B:ncht: However, ſeeing the Diſtemper afrded 
them ſome Intervals, they ſought up and down in the 
Cuties thereabouts for new Remedies for their Griefs. 

One Day, this Idolater going for this purpoſe to 
the chict Caty, he tound « Chrifhian upon the Road, 
to whom he told. his Condition, and how miſerably 
he was handled ; no Queſtion, ſauththe Chnſtian, bur 
it's the Devil that torments you ; but you well delerve 
it ; Why do you ſerve fo bad a Maſter? we tear no 
ſuch thing, becauſe we acknowledge one God, whom 
the Devils adore; yea, they tremble betore his Llmage ; 
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and the Croſs only that we wear about us, hin- 
ders him from coming near us. If you will accept of 
a Pifture of JESUS CHRIST, and and all 
= Family will Honour i, it will not Go ks be- 

you ſee the Eftets of it: However, it ſoon tned, 
ic ſhall coſt you nothing, and you may judge by that, 
that I have no other aim but your Tan} 

The Idolater conſented tot, and hanging the ho- 
ly Image in the moſt honorable Place of the Houle, 
he e proftae him(cl{ before un with profound ReſpeR, 
and begged every day Morning and Evening of our 
Saviour, that he would vouchſafe to heal his Body, and 
enlighten Ins Mind. His Mother and Daughter fol- 
lowed his Example, and from that very Moment the 
D mw abandoned the Place, of which JESUS 
CHRIST had taken poſſeffion. * 


Theſe good = r growing ſtronger and t 
in Faith, as the evi Ch_ ——_ an at 
to think of being Converted in good . They 
came to enquire for me at $ 6 the uſual Place 
ot my Reſidence, and dema Bapnſm of me; they 
had already got themſelves InſtruRted; they had more- 
over got all the Prayers by heart that we teach the late 
C'arechumens : But their Diſtemper making a great 
Noiſe im the Country, I was willing ev y ſhould 
be Witneſſes of this Converſion, and fo went to the 
V — my ſelf, hoping this Miracle might ſettle Chr 
ſtianiry therein, upon a ſolid Buſes. 

Juſt upon my appearing, all the Inhabicants follow- 
ed me to the Place where the Image was (til hanging; 
then I begun to tell them, that they were not to que- 
ſion the Verny of our Religion ; God, having hum- 
ſelf 1 by a manifeſt Miracle; but that I had 
caiiſed them to aflemble, co Inftru and Bapnize them: 
For, in a Word, what do dehre more to be con- 
vinced of the Weakneſs of your Gods, and the Power 
of our God? the Dems lavghs at you fo lang you 
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ſe him with noching but Idols ; but he is not able 
tf Fold it out againit che Image only of the Chriſti» 
an's God. Do you imagin to eſcape this God after 
Death, whoſe Power Hell owns, and whoſe Juſtice 
t ex nces every Moment. 

The mulexude == T1 me by a Thouſand rids- 
culous Objetions, which 1 cally anſwered; arhft 
ſome body told me, that the Devil had no hand in 
'Malady in Queſtion ; that how extraordinary { 
it appeared, might proceed trom ſeveral natural Cau- 
ſes: that is, ſaid I, the moſt rationa! Thing you'can 
lay ; but yet. does no way extenuate the greatneſs of 
the Miracics. Let the Malady come from the 
or from Nature, I will not examinchaeg bue it 195er+ 
tain at leaſt, that the Cure comes trony God, 'whoſe 
Image this man hath worſhipped ; and there is no lef 
Power requiſe to cure natural Diſtempers, than to 
drive out evil Spirits. This Reaſon ſh-ld have made 
an <qual [mpreffion on all Minds, but Grace that ated 
differently in the hearts, gaveplacein ſome to volun- 
tary Obdurateneſs, whilſt u errumph'd over the Obſti- 
nacy of others, Twenty five Perions at laſt geove Glo- 
ry to God, who alone worketh great Marvels : Qui facit 
— w- magna ſolu; and were ſhortly after Bapti- 
Z 

Theſe Hauntings, and Infeſtations of Demers, are 
very ordinary in Chimes amongſt the Idolaters ; and & 
looks as1t God permuted it foto be, to oblige them © 
have Recourſe to him. Somenme after this Acci- 
dent that I but juſt now Related, a Maid, juſt upon 
her Marriage, was attacked with a Complication of 
leveral Dilcales, which the Phylicians knew not what 
to ſay to, and which the Chineſe are wont toaſcnb#ts 
the Demons, Her Mother pertuaded her torurn Chri- 
{tian, and he that was to marry her, promiſed co build 
a1Church tothe God of the Chriſhans,in cale Bapulm 
gave her any Reliet; As loon as ever this M ons 
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taken this Courſe, ſhe found herſelf not only Relieved, 
but perfe&tly Cured. 

But her Husband was fo far from following her Ex- 
ample, that he miſuſed her ſeveral times for having 
ob| him to renounce his Faith ; for the Benzes 

waded him, that this Sickneſs was but a piece of 
Artifice in his Mother in Law ; and this Fancy alone, 
put him into fuch a fit of Melancholy, that he was 
to the whole Family, but eſpecially to 
his Wife, who from that very inſt ant, ame an 
objett of his Averfhon. It was in vain to repreſent to 
him his own Miſtake, and the Malice of the Bonzes, 
for he always proteſted, thatif ſhe would not take up 
her old Religion again, he would lead her an ill Life 
all her Days 

God, to undeceive him, ſuffered the Demon to tor- 
ment his Wife as before ; fo ſhe relapſt into her for- 
mer Convulſions : She was more eſpecially ſcared at 
the (light of a great Company of Speers, that let her 
not have an hours reſt. Thus toſtup and down, aban- 
doned to her Husband's Inhumanity, that beat her 
Cruelly, ſhe in all appearance led a very uncomtor- 
table Lite: Yet remaining unmovable in her Faith, 
God always upheld her, and temper'd and allay'd by 
the inward ſweetneſs of his Grace, the bitterneſs of 
theſe Aﬀi:iQions ; he comforted her hikewiſe by ſen(r- 
ble Viſitations, by his Word, and by the unſpeakable 
Cogitations, that he from time to time infuſed into 
her Soul. Infomuch, that this Condition that gain'd 
her the Compaſſion of all that knew her, was to her 
a fore-taſte of Paradiſe. She expreſt her ſelf much- 
what to this purpoſe to her Mother in Law, who re- 
lied it to me with Tears in her Eyes; for her Hul- 
band could not endure that I ſhould ſee her. _ 

At firſt, 1 gave little Credit to this Diſcourſe, yet 
atlength, I was apt to believe there was ſomething 
Supernatural in it ; for one Day, coming to / SY 
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diſtant from the chief City where I ſojourn'd, about 
Threeſcore Miles ; there I found this Woman 
with a great Company of Chriſhans of the Neighbour- 
Towns, which ſhe had taken Care to get together, 
being conhdent, that I would come at the very Mi- 
nute that ſhe had fixt in her Mind, and it fell out ac- 
cordingly. It much ſurpriſed me to fee her there, for 
I had no dehign to come thither, and it was only by 
Chance that ſome body had, about Five or Six hours 
before, made me reſolve to come thither, ſo that no 
body could give her Notice of this my Reſolution. 
I took her in Private, to learn of her how ſhe came to 
know this, ſhe told me that her Da , after a vio- 
lent aflaule of a Demen, had been vilted by our BleC- 
ſed LOR D, that when this Extefie was over, ſhe 
adviſed her to acquaint the Ghriſtians, and bring them 
tothis Village ; for without all peradventure I would 
come thicther on ſuch a day: In fine, added ſhe, not 
being able to come thicher my (elf, and my 
Sins render me unworthy to ke of thoſe 
Myſteries, pray defire the Father to offer up the holy 
Sacrifice of the Maſs for me, and the Converſion of 
my Husband. Thus poor Mother relating to me this 
Accident, wept bitterly for the preſent State of her 
Daughter, Nevertheleſs, the accompliſhmene of this 
Prophecy, comforted, and buile her up in her moſt 
holy Faith. 1 cannot tell what happened fince that 
time, for the neceflity of my Afﬀairs, obliged me to 
leave that Province. 

The extraordinary Things that I have ſeen, the 
Zeal of the Chriſtians, and the Inclination of Idola- 
ters to be converted, inſpiced me with an affectionate 
Zeal lor their Salvation; and I heartily wiſhe to be- 
ſtow the remainder of my Lite, upon the Cultuvating 
this precious Portion of our Lord's Inheritance : Bur 
ſome ſuperior Reaſons which I am bound to obey, 
{natcht me from it fore againſt iy Will ; Ar this Se- 
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ration, I was more ſenſible than ever of my Loſs; 

Thele good People fo aftefionate to their Paſtors, 
were almoſt ready to offer Violence to me; but un- 
derſtanding that they could not detain me without op- 
poſing the Will of God, they abandon'd themſelves 
to forrow, and gave fuch abundant Marks of their 
Aﬀetion, that 1 my ſelf never bed more real and bit- 
ter Tears: They waited for me upon the High way 
in Crowds, where they had ſpread Tables from Space 
to Space, covered with all ſorts of Fruits, and Confe- 
@ionaries. It was ſometimes neceflary ro make a 
ſtop, not to eat, but to hear their Complaints, and to 
comforr them, tor leaving them «s Sheep without # 
Shepberd, They made me iſe chem to return as 
ſoon as poſſible, or to fend them ſome Body in my 
Place. Thus I took my leave of theſe fervent Chri- 
Rians,melted with theic Tears, but much more edified 
with their Faith and the innocence of their Lives. 

God, who knows the Violence I commicted upon 
my ſelf, comforted me by an eminent Converhon he 
vouchlafed to work at the fartheſt Limits and laſt Vil- 
lage of this Province. There u ſomething 1n it fo Sig- 
nal that I cannot forbear relating it. 

1 departed from S «@ the Metropolis of this 
Province upon the Eve of a conhiderable Peſtival of 
our Lady's, which I was naturally engaged to ſpend 
in that Church, where the Mulatude, and Devotion 
of Behevers invited me to fay Maſs that Day, and to 
adminiſter the Sacraments tothem, being the laſt Time 
I] was likely codo it; yea, and the publick Edincation 
did even ſeem to require ut of me, every one in ge- 
neral dehred 1 would; and 1 don't know how con- 
trary to Realong I was very Obſhnate and Reſo- 
lute not to delay my Journey a Minute ; but the 
Truth is, 1 felt inwardly £1 know not what internal 
Motion that would not give me leave to ſtay any lon- 
ger ; nay, more than that, un Spight of che Superſti- 
tion 
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tion of the Chineſe, who obſerve lucky and unlucky 
Days to begin I made my Idolater Guides 
todepart on a Day mark'd inthe Kalendar for an Un- 
fortunate one. They were ſurpriſed at this Precipt- 
tation ; yea, and I my felt reflecting afterwards upon 
it, not chooſe but condemn 1t, not underſtand- 
ing then by what Spirit 1 was influenced, and impulſt, 
_ yy me —_y _ ſtand -y the Fourth 
my Departure, I continu'd my Journey, 
— | I was juſt upon my Arrival in the wy —_ 
cn of the Province of Chenſi, when a man that rid 
, paſſing juſt by me, fell ro the Ground. and by 
his Fall was hike to have turned me over on the other 
fide: This Accident Rtope me a little, and afforded 
time to the Traveller who was got up again, to take a 
View of me. 

Noewwnhſtanding the multitude of Paſſengers was 
great, ug long Beard, and Exropean Mein made 
me preſently known to be a Miffionary: 1am ver 
Fortunate, fays the Man immediately, to meet wit 
you ; that Accident that happened to me, ſpares me 
the Labour of a long Journey, and will engage you 
tO a Deed. y Maſter, who lives not above 
Half a League from hence, ordered me to ride Poſt to 
Signanfow, to engage you tocome to him ; he hath 
been indiſpoled be e ſeveral Months, and we are apt 
to balieve that he ſeriouſly thinks of berng Converted, 
I quickly left the High way, to follow him, and we 
reach'd the houſe at one a Clock in the Afternoon 

He was a DoQtor, in high Renown by his Extraction 
and Underſtanding, hving formerly at Fehr ; but Ba- 
niſhed ſome Years betore into Chenfi, tor I know not 
what bad Bulineſs ; the time of his Baniſhmene expi- 
red, and he was reloived to return to Court, as foon 
as his Healch ſhould permie him to take his Journcy ; 
for he did not look upon his Diſtemper to be dange- 
rous; The Feaver had left him, and behides a Cough 
t 
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that troubled him now and then, and made him fill 
keep his Bed, he perceived no confiderable Inconye- 
Mmence. 

His Servant being but juſt departed, when he ſee 
me come into his Houſe, he was ſeized with Aſtoniſh 
ment, a5 if God had tranſported me into his Houſe in 
a Moment; Is it poſſible, cries he all in Tears, that 
Heaven ſhould work Wonders for luch a wretch as 
am ? God hath ſolicited me theſe many Years to go 
to him, without receiving any thing from my hard. 
nels of heart ; 'tis but a Moment fince I begg'd of 
him to come to mein the Perſon of one of his Mint 
ſers, he not only hears me, but does even anticipate 
my Defires. Thus is ſomewhat beyond the Power of 
Nature, and this Favour does the butinels of my 
Change. You know by that, Father, that this Great 
God 1s concerned in my Salvation, and that u is his 
Pleaſure that you ſhould contribute ſomething to fur- 
ther it. Then proceeding, you ſee ſaith he, my Wie, 
Children, and Daughter, | wn have been all Chn- 
ſtians along time ago: and I can fay that God hath 
made ule o& me as an Inſtrument, to undecave them 
of their errors, I have given them your Books, I 
have explained the Maxims and Morality of it cothem, 
the Sanity which your Religion inſpires, perſuaded 
me I ſhould have a well or Family, as foon 
as it ſhould be a Chriſtian Family I was not mil- 
taken, and my Conſcience would not have given 
me the lic, had I followed their Example ; but 1 hare 
a long time laboured to procure cheir Weltare, and 
could never find in my heart to confult mine own * 
Now it is high ame to follow that Way I have ſhowed 
to others. The Court whather I am going, is not a 
proper Place for Converſhon; and I « that it 
was my Duty, whilf i is cled to day,to ſeek God, for 
tear the Hurry of the World, where I m_—_- 
engage, ſhould hinder me from finding him a” 
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All his Family which came about us upon this, 
wept for joy ; but that which affeted me moſt, was 
that Fervency 1 ſaw expanded in the Eyes, Counce- 
nance, and in all the motions of the tick Perſon. 
I had taken no retreſhment, and it was near Two 
a Clock, and I was defirous to deter his Bapeiſma tall 
aſter Dinner, but 1 tound « impoſſible co obrain any 
delay. I therefore began to examine him, and he was 
ready to anſwer to all the Articles of Religion, that 
I yielded at length to all his urgene Intreaties I 
baptized him, and he accompanied the whole ation 
with ſuch ardent and lively medications of Love, Hu- 
mility, Fauh and Hope, that nothing in all my Lite 
did ever fo much demonſtrate to me what the Holy 
Spirit is able to do mn an Heart, when ic alone plea- 
ſes to take ut to task, without the affiſltance of us 
Miniſters. Some while after 1 left him alone full of 
Conlolation, and retired to a Chamber to take a lit- 
tle repole, of which I had extream need. 

But ſcarce had 1 been there halt an hour, but 1 
heard great Cries in all the Family. They called toc 
me every where; and running upon the noile to 
the hick Man's Chamber, I found him expiring in the 
Embrcaces of his Wite and Children. 1 endeavoured 
to put him 1n mind of the laſt thoughts of Bapcilm : 
He ſtill repeated with a languiſhing note the names 
of Feſws and Mary; but yet he received the Extream 
Un&ion in a manner inſenhible,atrer which he calmly 
gave up the Ghoſt. All thoſe that were preſent cried, 
O it was a Miracle! And recolle&ting what had hap- 
pened at my departure, upon the Road, and in the 
Houſe, they did no longer queſtion but that all that 
had been managed by an over-ruling Providence, 
that had made ule of all theſe ſecret methods, tor to 
procure him a bleſſed ex, 

At that ume the Spurit of the Lord ferzed upon all 
hearts, no body wept ; the ſpiritual Joy was fo ww 
verlal, 
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of his Soul. He was laid in State, according to the 
cuſtom of that Country, where I found him the next 
day ewenty hours after juſt as he was; his Hands 
ahd Arms beſides were as flexible as ut he had been 
wt God by of thoſe profound ſecrets 
one many 

of hm Predeſtination, vouchſafes to enlighten a Soul 
ſometimes in the midſt of the darkneſs of 
and ſnatch it from the Jaws of Hell by a continual 
ſeries of Miracles ; whilſt millions of others, educa- 
ted in the boſom of the Church, are, by his juſt 
Jucgment, given over to a re mi 

hole are, moſt ——_—_— the oy + Cx- 
traordinary things t ve ppened to me uring 
the {mall time that 1 have had the care of the Miſſion 
of Chenſi : If I mention not what paſt in the other 
Provinces of Chme, it is becauſe God doth not work 
ſuch like Miracles therein ; but by reaſon I have no 
exat Memorial of them, I was afraid leſt relatin 
upon hearſay, 1 ſhould be deficient in ſome con 
derable Circumſtances; and 1 had rather let them 
be fer down in writing hereafter, by thoſe who are 
betrer informed than my felt. 

Thus 1 can add over and above, to give you a more 
exat account of what good there hath been done 
in the Empire. There are above wo hundred 
Chu:ches or private Chappe's, dedicated to the true 
God, and governed by certain Ecclefiaſtical Supe 
periors; 
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peniors ; Pekin, Nankin, and Macao, have each its 
particular Biſhop, by the nomnation of the moſt 
Serene King of Portagei, who by his Zeal and Li- 
beralicies, continues to uphold Chriſtianuy through- 
out all the Eaſt, which all his Predeceffors have there 
Eſtabliſh'd with ſo much Glory. 
The other Provinces when 1 departed, were un- 
der the Junſdition of three Apo 
Rolick Vicars, * one whereot «s an * The Reverend 
hahen of the Order of (St. Francu, t FAT de Lani, 
. 0 Ni44gvos 
the ewo others are Ecclehaſticks, and Monficur 5; 
Freachmes by Nation, Doctors of 
the Sorbonne of lingular worth: the Miſſionaries that 
labour under their Order are likewiſe of different 
Nations There are tour Ecclehaſticks of the Semi- 
nary of foreign Miſſions of Paris, amongſt whom 
the Abbot of Lione is very eminent for his Zeal, 
and application to the ſtudy of Languages , they 
reckon much about the fame number of Fathers of 
St. Donuenic,, twelve or hitcen Frenciſcens, and three 
or four of the Order of St. Avgufin: All theſe 
Monks are Spamard:, and come into Choe by Manide. 
The Jefuns who Founded this Miſhon, and who 
by the extraordinary favours of hs Majeſty the King 
of Portugal, as well as of the Emperor of Chis, have 
been 1n a capacity © make contiderable fertlements, 
do maintain a great number of Miſſtonaries there z 
there was about forty of them at the time of my 
departure. Since that time the Fa- 
thers Gramald; and Spmels * brought * Father Spine's 
ſeveral others cthather. But what Gied by the way. 
Ignihes forty or threeſcore Labou 
rers in ſuch a vaſt Fieli? May « pleaſe the Matter 
ot the Harveſt to hear the Vorce of thoſe that labour 
therein, who groaning under the burthen and heat 
of the day, beg relict ; Or at leaſt, may he pleale 
to ſhed abroad abundantly upon us that farft Spire 
Fi 
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luſhcrent heretofore to Convert the greateſt Empires. 

Not but that the preſent State of the Church doth 
afford matter of Conlolation to thoſe who are con- 
cern'd for the Glory of JESUS CHRIST, They 
labour with no ſmall ſucceſs 4 nay there are but few 
Miſfionancs that do not Baptize every Year three or 
four hundred Perſons; mnfomuch that in five or 
Ix Years they reckon above fifty thouſand Ido- 
laters Converted. Beſides that, they Baptize every 
\ car four or hve thouſand Children in the Streers of 
Pekin, which they go to look tor every morning from 
Gonr to door, where we find them half periſh'd with 
cold and hunger, nay ſometimes halt caten up by Dogs 
If they ſhould do no more good but this, the . 
onaries would think themſelves well enough reward: 
ed for all the pains they take. 

Bur that which ought to animate os to cultivate 
this Miſſion better than all others, us the ny one 
day to Convert the Emperor; the change of whoſe 
Religion would infallibly be followed by the innre 
Converſhon of the whole Nation ; fo that although 
we ſhould wait for this happy moment three or four 
Ages, without any other profit than what we hope 
for, in time to come, we ſhould be too happy in 
preparing by our patience the way of the Lord in 
this New World, which perhaps will make better 
improvement of the Faith, chat our Succeſfors ſhall 
bang to it, than Fur ope Goes at prelent Of thet our 
Foretathers intruſted i withal. 

In ſhort, alcho' amongſt the Chriſtans that arc 
in Chma, we can reckon no more Princes and Mr 
miſters of State fince the laſt Perſecution of Father 
Adam, yet tor all that we Bapriſe every Year Mar 
darms, L)octors and tho Perfons of Quality; yer ie 
1 true that the common People make up the great- 
git nunber; Now mwulis peremies, nou mult; mobiles, 


And 
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And it is no news to own that the Poor have always 
been the clet Portion and precious Inheritance of 
JESUS CHRET in the Church. 

The main body of Chriſtians is in the Province of 
Nankin, and more eſpecially in the Terrtory Chans- 
Hai; but the Faith is more lively in the Provinces 
of Chanton, Pechely, Chenſi, and Chan, There arg 
in proportion as many Tarterians as Chineſe Chriſh- 
ans; theſe are more docil, and much caher to be 
Converred ; yet in time of Temptation they have 
not halt ſo much Courage. The Tarters on the 
contrary being naturally of a brisk temper, do not 
eahly ſtoop under the Y oak of the Golpel; bur thoſe 
over whom Gracs hath once triumphed, are endued 
with a Vertue that is proot againſt the foreſt Per- 
ſecutions. As for Women, which we fee more rare- 
ly, altho' they be les inſtructed than the Men, yet 
their Innocence, their conſtant attendance at Prayer, 
their blind ſubmithon to the Precepes of Faith, and the 
moſt harth and ſevere Prattices of Chriſtan Fiety, 
does in ſome meaſure ſupply their detet of Know- 
ledge as to the particulars of our Myſteries 

It were to be with'd that the Beanty and Ornaracnt 
of our Churches might aniwer the devour Fervour 
of Chnſtians: Burt, belides that, the Chie/e are nv 
great Archucds ; this novel Chriſtianity, fo trequent- 
ly ſhaken by Perſecunons, compoled tor the mots 
of the poorer fort of People, only tolerated by the 
by, and always fain to oblerve a great many pund + 
lio's and keep within bounds, hath not yer been in 4 
condition to rear magmiticene Temples. Neverthe- 
lefs it 1s marter of aftomiihment that the Mathonaries 
with fuch a pinful Fund 25 theirs 1s, ſhould be able 
on this ſcore to do fo much 

The Church of Pekin is very well buile ; the Fron- 
tſplece, the Stones of which were laid by the Mifho- 
Naricy tcmicires, i; Yer propartunable and bleating, 
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Thoſe in Kieam chrow, Cham bai, and Fo tgheow, that 
which the Fathers have at Canton, and divers others, 
are as fine as our ordinary Churches ot Ewrope; but 
the Church of Chanrigheow was (o very pretty and 
neat, that one could not enough admire it: You 
could fce nothing but Gildings, Paintings, and curious 
Pictures, 1t was all over adorn'd with them; yea and 
there was a great deal of Symetry and Order in the 
whole. That delicate red and black Verniſh which 
the Chine/es are fo expert at, to which they give a 
particular rehef or emboſiment, by the Flowers of 
Gold and other Figures wherewith they ennch it, 
did produce the fineſt EfteRt in the World to com 
pleat the whole. 

But this goodly Church, the product of Chriſtians 
Devotion, and of Father Intorcerts's Zcal, s lately 
reduc'd to alhes by a dreadful Contlagration that 
conlum'd one quarter of the City; and in all pro 
bability we ſhall not be in a capaciy a long ume 
to perform any thing like it. Neverthelefs it will 
be our comfort to ſupport us after this lols, it u ſhall 
pleaſe our blefied Lord to deſtroy at the ſame that 
pack of Idols which have overflow'd the whole En 
pire; and that he will vouchlate to raiſe himſelt Li- 
ving Temples in the hearts of the new Believers, 
where he may be worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth; 
wherein, for want of ewrs, they may ofter to huna the 
lacnhces of Praiſe and Thanksgwing, 

I ſhall not entertain you, moſt Reverend Father, 
concerning the Tranſattions of the Indies, where the 
Revolution of a huge Kingdom, the Jealouhes of 
ſome Earepeans, together with the continual thwart- 
ings of Herencks, have broken all the mealures that 
Chriſtian prudence obliged us to take for the Caulte 
of Religion; fo that the moſt part of the French 

Uiffionarics have been hitherto more conſpicuous by 
their Sufferings, than by their Converlion of 1co- 
laters Some 
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Some of them, after having lingerd out ſeveral 
Years in the moſt darkſom Priſons, ſcarce begin to 
ſee the Light, and are not yet in a condition even 
w exerciſe their Fun&ions with any treedom. O- 
thers droven from their ſettlements, wander up and 
down upon the moſt rem Oceans,carrying a- 
long with them the miſerable remainders of ther cuin'd 
Miffions ; and that they may return to the remoteſt 
parts of the World, they commit themſelves a fourth 
nme to the mercy of the Waves and their Enemies. 

Several buned in Shpwracks, or worn out with 
Toils, have glonoufly finiſhed their courſe ; and tho' 
their Companions hve ſtill, it is only to conſume by 
hetle and lictle the facrihce of their Lives, by the ll 
habit of body they have contracted by their firſt 
labours. 

You ſee, moſt Reverend Father, what fort of Per- 
fons they be 1 ſpeak of, you know their names, you 
underſtand thewr worth, and hnce they were choſen 
from amongſt a great many other Candidates tor the 
Eaff-Indices, you have been pleaſed always to honour 
them with a moſt particular affetion : and may I be 
bold to add,that you were not fatwhed with only fſend- 
ing of them, you followed your felt in ſome reſpet,and 
became the Fellow, or rather the Head of their Apo- 
Meſhip, ſharing, hike one of the moſt zealous Mil- 
fonancs in the ſucceſs of their holy undertakings, 
zaloully lending an helping hand to their Labours, 
dehvering chem trom their Chains by a powertul pro- 
tetion, or at leaſt hghtning the weight by conlo- 

Letters, full of that lively hope that makes a 
Man take delight in the moſt ng1d Perlecutions. 

This Courage, molt Reverend Father, which you 
have inſpired into us does not only alleviate our Sut- 
terings, but alſo aſſures us that the ruins of this grand 
Edihce, that we have laid the firſt Stone of to the 
gory of God, will one oy es tor a Balis to _ 
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ther Work, yet more conſiderable and lolid than the 


tu, 
| So that nexher the Shi ork of 
* Barnaby Them. * three of our Brethren Pur in 
pots Nona? $,9% Sea, nor the loſs of t three more 
Seria, Dand, who Sacnhced their lives a board 
the Veſſel in relieving the Sick, nor 
ret the death of a great many more whom the Fa- 
tignes of the Miſſion have ſnatch'd from us in the 
ladies, nor the Prlons of Pegs, Siem, Meluceer, Ba- 
tavia, Raonrdamn nor Middicbarg, where Tagans and 
Hereticks have tried our Patience by turns : all that, 1 
lay, does not blunt the edge of our Courage, bcing 
tully perſuaded that JESUS CHRIST hath made 
ule of the Croſs to Propagate and Eſtabliſh Religion : 
ſo the Miſlionaries Croſs s always to be the Founda- 
tion of thew Churches, and as it were the Secd of 
New Chnſtians 
In the mcan ume theſe firſt Labours have not been 
altogether in vain ; we bapuled at Rewdychery above 
four hundred Idolatrous Chuldren : the People 
ot Coramendel have been relieved, as were thoke 
ot Colen, Pegs and Bengals, They labour'd with no 
{mall ſucceſs in divers Provinces of the Empire of the 
Great Megsl, and above all in the Mifhons of Made 
rs. Such Miſſions, as in them we fee in our davs the 
Ages of the Primitive Church revived ; wherein Be- 
hevers, wretchedly poor and yy of all the com- 
torts of life, ſeem to live only by their Fanh, Hope, 
and Charity, wherein the Miſhonaries, to comply 
with the Cuſtoms of the Country, and obtain the 
Peoples tavour, ſpend their lives in Foreſts and De- 
ferts, halt nakedy ſcorched by the Sun beams, walk 
for the molt part upon ſcalding hot Sands ; where up 
on the Wavs full of Britrs and Thorns, chey take no 
mher ſuſtenance but a lutle Rice, with fome mhiipid 
Plants, and no other Beverege but yellow muddy wa- 


{rr trom the Dirches and Marſhes, There 
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There i is where a great number of our Brethren 
have ſuffered, and do fhil daily ſuffer Imprilonm Ny, 
Chains, Scourgings, and all the rorments that He!l s 
wone to ſuggeſt to the Enemies of our moſt holy 
Faith. There Father Brito, illuſtrious by his Birth, 
5 alſo by the particular eſteem wherewich hu Maj-- 
fly of Portage! honoured him, but yet more, much 
more by his rare Vertues, had the honour to part wich 
his life in the Canſe of JESUS CHRIST, where 
his Brethren, aiter hus example, labour by theic fec- 
yency to obtain the ſame tavour from Heaven 

Perhaps, moſt Reverend Father, this Portraiture 
mill not pleaſe the Men of this World, not being 
ready to beſtow upon Sufterngs the juſt value they 
deſerve, and to [aveur the things that are of God, yet 
I know that will not abate the Zzal of our Fathers 
bring in France, who have fo many years alpired to 
toillome tedious Employments. 

The Mifftons in relpet of them have fo many 
more allurements, as they appear to cthers more hy 
deous and fnghttul : It they expeted ro find in the 
dies only common croltes , whereunto Providence 
makes every Kingdom fuvject, but wherewinth JESUS 
CHRIST hath m fpecul manner enrich d Chritti- 
anity, they would have been contented with their 
Reciuſe Rehgrous way of lwing, and with the emi- 
nent V ertues practiſed therem; they would never per- 
haps have had the leaſt thought of leaving thei 
Friends, Relations, and Country. Burt they feck eli: 
where, what we here want of the Paſhon of JESUS 
CHRBT, according to the Apoſtics Conntel, and 
they arc wilhng to hi WG Win EO, 
dreadch, and depth of this Drone Law, winch car- 
nes them out with St. Peel, to become: Y tins of the 
moſt pure Charity, even fo tar as to be Anathenvicd 
that theur Brethren may be laved. 


Ft 4 Yo 


440 How the Goſpel is propoſed to 


Yet theſe are thoſe Apoltles, moiſt Reverend Fa- 
ther, whom Envy ſometimes in France, paints out to 
us in luch black Colours, whom Herehe, ever more 
oppoſite to true Zeal, fo often acculethot Ambion, 
Avance, Impiety and Idolatry, they are too happy in 
being the Barr that all the Shots of Calumny level at, 
provided they have none for their Enenves but the 
Enemies of the Church and Truth; and without 
doube the War that ſuch Adverlaries declare againſt 
them, with ſo much heat and ammotity here in Es 
rope, dos no lefs juſtihe them than that which they 
themlelves declare againſt Paganiſm in the Is 
dats. 

Nevertheleſs, what Juſtice ſoever wiſe Men may 
do them in this point, yet it is moſt true that that docs 
not lufhce wo wſtihe them betore God, betore whom 
the very Angels are umnpure; after all the efforts of 
our Zeal, we muſt not only acknowledge in all hu- 
miliey that we are unprofitable Servants, but confels 
hkewiſe with thoughts full of horrour, that it is in 
vain to win over all the Nations upon Earth © 
JESUS CHRIST; if in the mean nme we be fo 
Nuggith as to neglet our own Salvation, and unfor- 
runately loſe our ſelves. 1am with a protound reſpeR, 


Mofsf Reverend Father, 
Tour moſt bumnb!s 


and moſt} obedient Servant, 


LJ 


Ts 
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To my Lord Cardindl de Janſon. 


The Chriſtian Religion newly a d 
of by a Publick Edi, through- 
out the whole Empire of China. 


My Lord, 

T feems as if Heaven, fenſible of the Labours 
of our Miſſhonanes, who tor theſe feveral years 
have with the ſweat of ther Brows watered 
Chas, had « mind at length to eſtabliſh chis New 

Church upon a fold Foundation. Hitherto it hath 
been fubjet to abundance of Revolunom, Rlourrſh- 
ing under the Reign of fome Emperors, perſecuted 
mn the time of their minority, and in a manner to- 
tally raim'd during the Inteftine Commotions ; but 
always in a tottering condition by reaſon of the r1 

of the Laws, that have permitted a right © deftroy 
t, even to thoſe that have the moſt defended ie. 

For the Sovereign Courts of Chine, declared Ene- 
mes to all Foreign Worſhip, rather out of a Spirit of 
Policy, than any fincere aft<&tion to the Religion of 
the Country, have frequently condemned the Chrt- 
ſtiin Doftrine, and puniſhed thoſe who had the 
Courage to embrace it. Several of them tor all chac 
hearkned to the Voice of God, rather than to the 
voice of Man ; but the greateſt part apprehending 
Ganger as to their Fortune, were fo far from purſue- 
ing the known Truth, that they durſt not fo much as 
qt themſelves inſtructed therein le 
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It s a matter of an hundred years that we have ls 
bour'd to remove this almoſt invincible obſtacle to 
the Converſion of Great Perlons. The hour of the 
Lord was not yet come, he was pleaſed to exerciſe 
the patience of his Chriſhans, to try the conſtancy of 
the Miffionaries and thereby inhance the worth of 
them both. But now at laſt the happy Day begins to 
dawn, and the Emperor hath granted an inare Li- 
berry of Conſcence to his Subjedts by allowing in a 
publick Edit the Chriſtian Faith throughout the 

whole extent of his Empire. * Thee 
* Plal. cxix. baf, O Lord, broken the Cham that beld 

thy boly Religion Captroe, ww can we 
offer ſacrifices, and cail publickly wpon thy name; we 
preſent to thee our Vows, not im ſecret as formerly, but 
ww preſence of all the People, in the Temples they ſuffer 
ws to rear ts thy glory, who ave about ts change the Old 
Babilon inte the New Jerulalem. Here I do preſent 
you, my Lord, with the occahon, and the whole 
contunued ſeries of this happy event. ; 

Father Alcals a Spaniſh Domunican, one of the moſt 
Zealous Miſhonarics in Chimes, had purchaſed an 
Houle at Lanki, a lutle Villge of the Province of 
Chetzam, norwnhſtanding this ſettlement was expreſly 
againſt the Edit of 1 669, the Mandarin of the place, 
who at firſt did not oppole ut, being afterwards netled 
at ſome inciſcreet words that eſcaped unawares trom 
ſome of this Fathers menial Servants, was relolved 
not to dilſemble the matter any longer but to proceed 
according to the courle of Law againſt him. 

He theretore asked the Miſhonary how he durſt 
preſume to fertle in the City? Why he preached vp 
a Foreign Doctrine * And moreover by what right 
be pretended to remain in the Empire ? This Father 
zoiclaw the itorm gather, and had prepared himfelt 
be:orchand. *I1 wonder, my Lord, fays he in an 
* Ivwer to the Mandarin, that you reckon that Cri- 
" mana? 
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' minal in me at preſent that you did not dilapprove 
' at the beginms You know that for forme years 
* the Emperor hath kepe and preſerved in the Empire 
© five of my Exreean Brethren (he meant us) that he 
i hath not only ſent for them to Court, bur allo hath 
'by a publick Edi& granted them power to fertle in 
' whatloever place of the Kingdom they ſhall chink 
"fit : it is for one of them that 1 have bought this 
* Houle, and I e in it all ſuch ume as he come 
' himſelt to take of it. 

* Moreover, you cannot be ignorant that the Mitſ- 
' Gonaries had hberty granted them to come again in- 
' to their Churches, when the Emperor did them the 
' favour to recal them from their Banaſhment. Con- 
"ule, 1 pray, conſult your Regiſters upon the buſr 
- nels, and there you will hnd my name. 

Some months atter another Mandarin folicted by 
him of Lanks, or at leaſt urged to it by bus Example, 
was reſolved to put a Ropto the progreſs of our 
Doctrine, he protubiced the Exercile thereot « 
the whole extent of his Government, by an order 
which he cauſcd to be afaxed in divers places. They 
treated Religion in ſuch deſpightful manner, that Fa- 
ther Intercetts of our Society, and Miſhonary in the 
Metropolis of this Province, thought hamſclt obliged 
not to diflemble the Aﬀtrone without betraying his 
Miniſterial Funion. 

He ſuppoſed likewiſe that he had right on hw G1de 
lormally to accule this ſworn Enemy of the Golpel, 
whoſe behaviour was fo excentrical from the Em- 
perors intentions ; tor this Prince had blowgted out wich 
bu own hand a great many Lines of a Book that 
ranked the Chnſtian Doctrine in the number of 
dangerous and popular Herehes : this Book was of 
moment, not only by reaſon of its Author, eminence 
tor his quality and deſert, but much more tor that ic 
was Compolcd tor the Peoples laſtruion, by whom 
if 
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it was to be Read, according to the Cuſtom, ſeveral 
times a year. 

Father Intercetts did therefore judge it a piece of 
boldneſs that made the Mandarin liable to the laſh, 
to condemn, by Is private Authority, that which 
the Em ſeemed to allow of, and approve, {fo 
that the Pather writ a very ſraart pithy Lener to the 
Governour of the Capital Ciry, in which he defired 
him to cauſe this Subaltern Officer to retrat his 
words, and fo get this injunous Writing to be torn 
in pieces: he likewiſe added, that to repair this fault, 
he could wiſh that the Mandarin might affix other Pa- 
pers in the place of the others, more favourable to 
the Religion, and more conformable to the Em- 

intentions. 

The Governour diſpatched this Letter tothe Man- 
darin, and as ill luck would have it, it was delivered 
to him upon a day that he heard Cauſes, in fight of 
all the People, at the very time that he was bulie in 
paſſing Judgement. He ſo much reſented this affrone 
that contrary to the Cuſtom of the Chineſe, and 

© his natural Phlegm;z he Rarted from the 

tranſported with Choler, complained of the 

Impudence of the Miffionary, and proteſted openly 
that he would be revenged. 

That he might carry on the buſineſs more ſuccel- 
fully, he affocrated himſelf with the Mandarin of 
Lanki, and combined with him, it poſlible, utterly 
to deſtroy the Chriſtian Religion. Their firſt ar- 
tempt was to aflaule the Domunicen Frier, on whom 
they thought more eafily to accompliſh their defign, 
for they could not imagin that he was of the number 
of the Annene Miſſionaries, To berightly informed 
of the matter, they cauſed to be produced certain 
Authentick Copies of every procedure during the 
whole courſe of the Perſecution againſt Father Fu, 
(for fo was he called) with a delign to confront him 
with himſelt, lt 
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It is a peculiar trick, pretty common in Chips, with 
the Mandarins, to queſtion the Criminals not only 
about matters of Fat, but alſo concerning abun- 
dance of inhgniticane Carcumitances , ca all 
they anſwer carefully to be taken in Wriing Then 
when they have talked a pretty whule of a matter 
quite foreign to the Subject 1n hand, to diftrat their 
wind, all on a ſudden they return to the thang in 
on; they begin over and over the Declaration, 
they change the order of the Interrogatives, and cun- 
— 4p op Anlwers contrary to thoſe the guil 
Ferſon made, on purpoſe tro make hum contradi 
himſelf, the moreecalily to fifr out the Truth. 

Father Alcsls, without all doube, would have been 
put to his Trumps it he had nor, Ws particular Pro» 
widence, preſerved a Copy of thele antient pro- 

Wherefore knowing the intent and de- 
fign of bis Judges, he fo well informed humſelt of all 
that had heretotore paſt to this purpoſe, and delivered 
humſelf fo pernmencly, and contormably to the farſt 
Interrogatory, that his Enermes were never able ©» 
prevail over him as © hus anſwers. 

$o that all the Sorm fell upon Father Intorcetta a- 
gain, againſt whom they were much more animated 
and incenſed ; but foraſmuch as this Father did not 
live within theu Juriſdiction, they Suborned many 
conſiderable Mandarins, and the Vice-Roy in party 
cular, who added to his ablolute power mn the Pro- 
vince, a greater averſion for the Chnſtian Religion, 

They h\ unanimoutly reſolved to beat down Chit 
ſtianiy, and after having cauled all the proceedings 
tormer;y made againſt Miſhonanes, to be ſaught our 
in the Archives of the Intendant of the City Govern» 
ment : they tound at laſt the Decree of 16's. that 
ſtrictly prohubited them to build any Churcher ; to 
Teach in publick or in private the Exropean's Law, to 
Adnumuſter Baprilm to the Chineſe, to diſtribuce 
Mceuals 
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Medals, Chaplets, Crucifixes, or other ſuch like 
tokens of Religion, ro Chnſtians, 

The Miffionarics were not ignorant of theſe Pro- 
hibitions, but their particular Zeal, and the exampls 
of Pekin, where ; ___ was —_—_ under the 
Emperors very Noſe, no body pretending to fay any 
thing againſt it ; put them upon waving the uſual 
Rules of human Prudence. Theſe very conhdera- 
tons made moſt part of the M:ndarins to connive, 
and whenever any one of them took upon him to 
impede the progreſs of the Faith, they endeavoured 
to pacithe him by Preſents, and Letters of Recom- 
mendation procured for us by the Fathers of Pekin, 
or elle, if necd required, we made naſe of the Em- 
peror's Authority againſt him. 

The Chriſtians of Hem tcbeow under the Care of 
Father Intorcetts, were none of the leaſt Zealous 
Their Courage had appeared under the Government 
of divers Mandarins, great Sacklers againſt our moſt 
holy Faith ; but their Courage was never more ap- 

arent than in the preſent occaſhon, for the Vice- 

oy ſuppoſing that he was impowered to undertake 
any thing by Vertue of the Decree atoremennoned, 
cauled to be affix'd to the Gate of our Houſe, in 
all the publick places of the Capital City, and after» 
wards in above ſeventy Cities of his Government, 4 
new Sentence, by which he forbid under grievous 
Penalties to exerciſe the Chriſtian Religion, charging 
all choſe chat embraced « to tor- 


—— hap ned lake it F 
f the muddie of : 
Auguſt, An. - "ag Moreover, being informed that 


Father Intorcettas was 'ormerly in the 
Province of Kianſi, and that he had not obtained 
leave from the Court to ſettle in that of Che- Kam, 
he fent to ask him by what Authority he durſt pre- 
ſame to ſtay there; yea, and he commanded him 
forthwith to avoid the Country , the Officer, that 
di ought 
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brought this Order, added, 1 command you withal, 
in the name of the Vice-Rov, to burn all the Books 
of your Religion, together with the Tables of Prine- 
ing that you have in your Houſe. They are thin 
Boards upon which have Engraven all the 
Leaves, from which they may take Copies according 
as occahon ſerves. 

The Father, not at all ſurpriſed, anſwered that he 
was in the City by the Authority of kim who granted 
the privilege to the Vice Roy himſelf to remain 
there. * Have you forgot, added he, that the Em- 
*reror paſſing this way three years ago, ſent ewo 
* Grandees 0 Court to my Church to ofter Pre- 
f ſents, in his name, to the true God, with expreſs 
* order to he Proſtrate before the Altars. 1 went to 
"render him my moſt humble thanks for his gracious 
"favour, annd that 1 might give hum further demon- 
f trations of my acknowledgement, | was willing to ac- 
company him upon the Canal at his departure, 
* where he was with his whole Court. 

* This grand Prince, who had formerly honoured 
" me with more than ordinary demonſtrations of his 
" benevolence, taking notice of my Barge a & 
"a great number of others, cauſed it to approach Lis 
"own, and ſpoke to me ſuch obliging things + that 
"after all that I could not ſuſpe&t 1 hou be expoled 
"to any ſtraits, or inſules from any one of his Ofhcers. 

* But fince this example hath made no umpreflion 
"apon the ſpirit of the Vice-Royz Gorell him, that 
" the Emperor, not being willing I ſhoald accompa- 
"oy him any farther, ſent me back with theſe his laſt 
"words to me, which are too advantageous to me to 
| prelume to alter, add, or diminiſh any thing in 


them. Your years, lays he to me, do not permit 
you to attend me any longer, you are no ways in 
'a condition to indure the tatigues of a Journey, 1 
- order you to return to your Church; and there to 
* ſpend 
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*{j the remainder of your days But, now, if 
* the Viee Roy does not only diſturd this tranquikey by 
* Ordinances injurious to the God whom 1 Adore, 
* but forces me thametully ro quit his Province , 1 
Net Aogeb judge whether of us _—— more 
* openly, 4 peorily contradict Emperors 
* will and Sea 

* As to what relates to the Table, on which they 
"have engraven the Law and Maxims of JESUS 
* CHRIST. God forbid I hould be fo wicked asto 
* commit them to the Flames. However the Vice- 
* Roy is the Maſter,fince | cannot reliſt bus Violence, 
* but cell ym from me, that before he reſolve upon 
* that, he muſt begin with the burning of my (elf, 

The Vice-Roy lurpriſed at the untednels of 
the Miſhonary, durſt attempe nothing upon his Per- 
fon, but he referred the buhneſs to certarn Subakern 
Mandarins, who received order to fummons this 
Father before their Tribunals, and to perplex and 
trouble him upon all accounts, without allowing 
him a moments reſpue. Father Intercarts, who uit 
then fell Sick, might have been diſpenſt with from 
appearing ; bur he was afraid to loſe theſe precious 
_—_ of time that Providence had put into his 

, openly to confeſs the name JESUS CHRET ; 

and being reſolved not to recoil, or give gr 
during the Combat he got himlelt carried before 
Judges; much oppreſt by reaſon of the Malady he 
laboured under, and much more at the fight of his 
deſolate Church : but betdes, he was fo animated by 
the Holy Spirit, wherewith Martyrs are corroborated, 
that of all the Mandarins that Inctrrogated him, not 
one of them bur admired the greatnels of his Courage. 

So that in deſpight of the vigorous Orders of the 
Vice-Roys, every one of them almoſt rreated him 
with abundance of deference; even to that degree, 


that one ot them cauled an Othcer of Juſtice to be 
loundly 
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ſoundly baſtinadoed in open Court, for having beer 
wanting in his reſpe&t to the Father. Adding, with- 
al, that Inditments do nor render a Man guiley, an4 
that he muſt have been Convidted to delerve to b4 
treated as a Maletacor. 

Father [ntorcerrs preſently toreſceing that the Per(c- 
cution would be violent, had written to the Miſlio- 
naries at Court, to the end that they might remedy 
x. The Emperor was then in Tartery, where he 
divertiſed himſelt in Hunting. Father Gerbil/on 4 
French Man by Nation, and one of thoſe the King 
ſent to Chins, accompanied this Prince thicher, by 
whom he was particularly beloved, retaining hin! 
almoſt always near his Perſon ; fo that the Letters 
were directed co him. 

This Father did not judge it convenient to {pc alc 
of it to the Emperor, but comented himlelt to de: 
hire a Letter of Recommendation trom Prince $-/ar, 
one of the moſt powertul Miniſters of the Empire, 
and his particular Friend, who immediately wric to 
the Vice-Roy in a moſt ctte&ual manaer. He © 

nted to him, that ſuch a procedure as his w.14 

lled fomewhat of Violence, and was incon(s 
Gene with has wonted Moderation and Prudence 
We live in a time, fach he, that requires much ge1r- 
tlenels and dilcretion. The Emperor lecks all occa 
fions to tavour the Doctors of «t Chnſtan Lan 
how can you pothbly think to picale him in Perto 
cuting that ? Believe me, Sir, the example of a Prince 2 
ought ro make greater uprethon -upon our Spir'cs 
than all che Decrees of Courts of Judicature, and «| « 
antient Edlicts, that the Court uielt can no lons 
hollow, ought noc at prefent to be the rule of its Cr 
du. It you tavour the Miſhonarcs, reckon ©!) 
the Emperor will cake ut kindly trom YOU, ana If 5 
may be permitted ro lubpoin any thing to this 1a! 
morive, be altured allo that | ſhall refent all the gow 
CG & Om .c 
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Offices you render them upon my Recommendation- 
Prince Seſan is fo Conhderable through the whole 
Empire, (whether it be by the Honour he hach © be 
a ncar Relation two the Emperor, or whether by his 
Place of Grand Maſter of the Palace, or whether by 
his Credit and Capacity) that upon any other Occa- 
fion, the Vice-roy of Chequin would have look'd upon 
it as a great Favour, to receive oneot hrs Letters, and 
would not have balanced one Moment to ſarshe him ; 
but Paſſion had blinded him, and the Vexation to 
perceive himſelt lels powertul at Court than a Stran- 
&, inclined hira to let the Miffionary underſtand, 
- he was at leaſt the Maſter in his own Province. 

Wherefore he began to ſeize upon leveral Church- 
&, whach he , beſtowed on the Pncſts of the Pagan 
Gods, after he had violently caken away the facred 
Monuments of our Religion. 

He ifſued our Proclamations much more ri 
than the former, he threatned the Father with his In- 
dignation, if he did not abandon his Flock, and he 
cauſed ſeveral Chriſtians, that had but too openly de- 
clared themſelves, to be apprehended ; ſome of them 
were haled to Prilon, they ſeverely puniſhed others, 
and then the Perſecurion became bloody by the Tor- 
ments, that theſe generous Contetlors ſuftered for the 
Nameot ZESUS. 

Amongſt thoſe who hgnaliſed themſelves, a Phyt1- 
cian more eminently made hw Faith appear ; he was 
much gneved to fee the Altars ot the true God vioh- 
ted and delpoiled, Croſſes broken in pieces, the holy 
Images expoled to the Scorn, Laughter, and Impeety 
of Idolaters : To repair this Los, and that Behevers 
might not be left deſtirute of the ordinary Marks of 
their Rehgion, he diſtributed to each of them Images 
and Cracks He went trom door to door with the 

recious Pledges of our Salvation; animating the 
cak, conhirming the more Couragious in their ray 
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& not foor, (aid he to them, bim who can only exerciſe 
bis weak Power upon the Body; but fear that Great God, 
who at be bar deprived you of Life, can [> puniſh your 
Soul with an eternal Death, and rather ſuffer all ſorts of 
Torments, than for(ake bu boly Law. 

The Mazdarm offended at the Boldneſs of che Phy- 
fraaen, commanded him to be ſoaden with Chains, 
and having cauſed him to be dragged before his Tri- 
bunal, chey prepared all things tor his being cruelly 
Baſtlonado'd, when his Godion, who came running 
thither with other Chriſtians, threw himſelf on hs 
Knees at the Judge's Feer, and begged of him wich 
Tears in his Eyes, that he would permic lim to recerwe 
the Chaſtilement tor hn Godtather. 

This zcalous Phyhcian, who afpired co nothing 
more than Martyrdom, was fo far from giving his 
Place to another, that he conftancly, and ſRediaftly 
forbid it; and at that rime there aroſe ſuch a Scuffle 
berween them,that the Angels admired and that made 
the Chriſhan Religion wo be reſpeRted by the very 
Idolaters. The Judge Rood amazed at it; and turn- 
ing cowards thole eminent Conteflors of Jeſus Chriſt, 
go your way, lacs he to them,thus forwardneſ: to ſuffer the 
Paniſhment of your Fawlts deſerves ſore Indulgence; | par- 
dow you, but benerforward, think of pleaſing the Vice-roy, 
w more careful to obey the Emperor's Orders. 

When the Spirit of God hath once ferzed on the 
Heart, Men's Words are not capable to touch them. 
This Zealous Phytician, whom the fight of Execution 
had made more couragious, contin his Atsof Cha- 
tity as before, and his Zzal made ſuch a Noiſe up and 
down, that the Mandarin durit no longer mince the 
Matter, he ſeemed much concerned at the Conternpe 
he uſed of his Threatnings: Infomuch that he gave 
Order to his Officers to bring him our, to make a (9+ 
vere Example of hum. 


Gg 2 In 
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In effect, hz cauſed him to be beat fo cruelly in his 
Preſence, that thoſe who were preſent, were equally 
ſurpriſed at the Severity of the , and Panence of 
this good Chnſtian. This y Execution once 
over, ſome of his Relations who came running at this 
doleful SpeRtacle, were thinking to carry him to his 
Houſe ; but he pofuively defired to be carried to 
Church, and what endeavours fo ever they uſed to di- 
vert him from it, yet he had h enough left to 
crawl thather himſelf, born up by the Arms of 
ſeveral Chnſtians He came thither all bathed in 
his Gore; and kneeling down at the Foot of the 
Altars, O Lord, faith he , thew ſeeff this Day, that 
I prefer thy boly Law to all the Sweeatneſs of Life: 
I core met to demand Juſtice of thee for all the 
Blood thy Enennies bave fyilt; 1 come to offer thee that 
which remains of mine ewn; 1 do not deſerve to due for 
ſuch a goed Canſe; but then, O my God, deſerveff the in 
tire Sacrifice of my Life: and then turning towards Fa- 
ther Intorcetts, who began to comfort him : Ab! Fs 
ther, an{wer'd he, I ſhell be new at the beight of my Foy, 
if « were not my Som, but my Zeal that bad brought thu 
light Chaſtiſment wpen me. 

This Example and many others, that I forbear to 
relate, made fuch Impreflions upon the Idolaters 
hearts, that a great many of them reſolved to embrace 
the Chriſtian Faith, being perſuaded that Sentiments 
{5 oppolie to corrupt Nature, could not poſlibly pro- 
ceed cicher from Paſſion or Error. 

Among them @&hom the holy Spirit did efteQually 
rouch, were Three who appeared full of that very 
Farth, that made in former time almoſt as many Mar- 
tyrs in the primmve Church as Believers ; they were 
Young, handſome, of Quality, and what is more, en- 
gaged by their Condition blmdly tro comply with the 
V1ce-roy's Inchnations Neverthelels, counting their 
temporal Eſtate as nothing, they demanded publick 
Baptiſm, The 
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The Father to bring the Faith of theſe Neophutes tO 
the Teſt, bid nothing trom them chat might anywile 
them 5 but ic was all in vain to repreſent to 
them the rigour of the Edidts, the Vice-roy's Indigna- 
tion, the Deſolation they were like to caſt their Fa- 
milies into, che Danger of loting their Eſtates, Ho» 
nour, Lite, and all theſe Conhderations ſerved only 
to animate them the more , ſo that after a pretty long 
Tryal, they were initiated into our facred Myſteries, 
_ took part as others did, in the Crols of Chrilt. 
Their Converhon fortifed the Feeble-munded, and 
comforted Father Intorcerts for all the Evils chat the 
Perſecution had made his Church co ſuffer. 

Bur the Vice roy was fo much the more provoked, 
becauſe he had not the Liberty at that name to ſhew 
his Reſentment: tor juſt then, they delivered him 
Two Letters from Prince Soſan, one of them was tor 
Father Invorcitis, the ather that was directed to hum- 
felt, was full fraught with Reproaches, tor that he 
ſeemed to make no account of the Prince's recommen- 
daton. I could never heave believed, laich he to him, 
that to pleaſe @ Company of it affetted Feople, who have 
txe/perated your Spirit at the Chriftians, you would have 
drowned from the Counſel: Igor you. Wis a4 6 Fried 
thet I endeavoured to m{pure you with better Semtuments ; 
think upon it once mere, and reflec} [ericnſly with your ſelf 
that it us I that [prak to you I expel} three Things from 
your Friendſhip, Firſt, that you delvuer the Letter your [eif 
is Father Intorcetta, according to the Sugerſcriptin The 
Second, rhat you de [o well [atiufit the Father, that br may 
teve Occaſion to bleſs himſelf for the Lind Offices you 
render bim, and that be bumſelf may teff ific the [ame to me, 
And the Third is , that beneefar ward you do not any longer 
dftarb enber Miſſronaries, or Chriftiani : in ſhort, 1 am 
tatreamy /orry, for being obliged is write Is you jo ofren 
about thu Subjell, If you for the Future mend your Man 
were, Thi 3 wride io you « third Time to thank you, but if 
G FF your 
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your Paſſion comtinuer, this is the laft Litter you ſhall ever 
recerve from me. 

Thzn did the Vice-roy repent him of his former 
Proceedings; yet was he {o far engaged, that he 
thought he could not handſomely go back with any 
Honour. He found ir eſpecially very hard to fac to 
a Miſlionary tor his Friendſhip, whom he but pſt 
now 68 and that ublickly, with the utmoſt 
Di(4ain ; but yer dreading Prince Soſen's reſentment, 
who was the moſt Power ul, and in moſt Credu, of 
all the Miniſters of the Empire: On one hand, he 
reſolved to ſtand to what he had done alrcady againſt 
the Chriſtians, without driving matters any further, 
and on the other hand, to diſpatch one of his Officers 
to Pekin, to purge, and clear himfſelt to the Prince. 

In this 1aterim, Father Intercetts having a ſecret 
Item of the Letter that the Vice roy had received, imn- 
timated to the Father: at Court, the ſmall Effet oy 
had produced ; miomuch that thoſe Fathers refol- 
ved to lignitie the lame to the Emperor, in caſe Prince 
So/an ſhould think ut advilable. Wherefore they re- 
lated ro im what had paſſed at Ham crow, the Ob- 
ſtinacy of the Vice-roy, the AfMiton of Father [nter- 
cetta, the Danger wherein his Church was, the Ruin 
whereot would intallibly involve in ic, the utter Ruin 
ot all che Miſh-ns in the Empre. Smce all your Em 
deaveurs,, My Lord, added they, ſeem Ineffeitual ; there 
appears nothing that can put a Stop to the Violence of thu 
ebftinere Mandarin, but the Exmperor's Authority; but 
we ſhould be wining to our true Intereſts, (and what 
ſwaies the more with mw) to the Acknowledgment that we 
are bound to groe for your Fawouts;, If we were ruled by 
any other Conſiderations than yours. 

The Prince already provoked by the Vice-roy's be- 
haviour, was no ſorry at this Overture, and believed 
he had now found a fair Opportunity to revenge him- 
ſc.f : So that theſe Fathers having recommended the 


Im- 


of Chriſtianity in China. 455 
Importance of their Aﬀairs to God Almighty, where- 
in the ſolid Eſtabliſhment, or utter Ruin of Keligion 
was concerned ; came to the Palace on the 21 
December 1591, and demanded Audience. 

The Emperor ſent ſome Eunuchs his Confidents 
to know what their Buſineſs was: The Father pre+ 
lently declared ro them, the heinous Exceſs of the 
Viceroy of Ham cheow, as well in reſpet of the MiC 
honarics, as in reſpe@ of the Chriſtians under his Go» 
vernment; they added moreover, that they had fuf- 
fered a ume without Complaining, in expeta- 
tion, that their Patience would pacite his Spirie ; but 
fince the Miſchief became every day greater and 
greater, Without all hopes of Remedy, they came to 

ate themſelves at the Emperor's feer, as to the 

uſual 4/plum of opprefied Innocence, moſt humbly to 

beſcech him, to grant co their Brethren in the Provin- 

ces that happy Peace, they themſelves enjoyed at Pe- 

=, in the very Sight, and under the Protetion of 
Majeſty. 

The Emperor, to whom they reported this Dil- 
courſe, had a mind to try the Fathers Conſtancy, and 
ſo return'd chem no favourable Anſwer ; but they ne- 
ver cealing to repreſent the Unha ;, this Indiffe- 
rence of the Prince was ſhortly hike” to bring them 
under, He ſent new Eunuchs to acquaint them, that 
he was amazed to ſee them fo infatuated with the 
Chriſtian Religion; i: it p+ſible, he bid them cell chem, 
* that you arc always bulied about a World whither 
* you are not yet come, and count thet wherein you 
* are at preſent, as noching ? beheve me, Sirs, rbere 1 
"4 time for ail things; mn. betrer Improvement of 
* what Heaven in{truds you with, and deſer all thoſe 
* Cares till you cealg to live ; Cares that are profita- 
f ble to none butthe Dead : For my part, ſaid be, in 4 
* drolling way, 1 do not concern my felt felt in the Bu- 
i Gat of the other World, and I'do not take u 
Gg 4 * ms 
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" ras to determin upon the Cauſe of theſe inviſible 

* Soi its. 

Then the- Fathers, oppreſt with grief, ſhedding 2 
forrent of cears, proſtrated themlelves to the very 
bound ; they conjured the Eunuchs to report to the 
- MPperor the ſad Condition whereunto they were re- 
Hucld : This would be the firſ# tnwe, laid they, that thu 
great Pronce abanden'd innoces Perſons, and appear d wn. 
Jenfible of our Lamentation : It tt becauſe we are unyro- 
fable Strangers that be deals thu with i? At heaf, 
Genclewes, proj tell him, that the great God of Heaven 
and Karth, whoſe Cauſe we mantam , for whow we 

fight, nay, and ts whons be himſelf is bebolden for all 

& Grandyer, well deſerves, that tbe ſhenld exert all bu 
P; wer to make bim known, and bis Fuftice in =_ 
/e who do bim an injury in the perſon of bis M 

1 hne, after all chele Tryals, this gracious — 

,oved with compaſhon, could no longer diflemble 
his real Sentiments, he therefore ſent to the Fathers 
(chat were ſtill proſtrate betore his Palace Gate) an 
Officer of hus Bed Chamber, to acquaint them, * That 
* he did not allow of the Vice Roy of Haw chros'y 
* Proceedings, and that he was willing tor their fake, 

"to put an end to his unjuſt Perſecution; and _ 

"ina word, there was two ways to accom 
* The firit,, to lend tro the Vice Roy a flecret Order 
\mm<diately, w give latnfaction tor Miſchichs paſt, 
that this way, tho not fo Exemplary, was the moſt 
cali: and ſure. The ſecond, to preſent a Petion, 
and obtain trom the Tribunals a favourable Decree 
* for all che Miſſionaries, which would decide all Difte- 
" rences. That they ſhould confult amongit chetn- 
| (clves what would be moſt convernucnt 1n the preſent 
* conjurictuce ; and when they had weighed the Rea 

lons on both lades, that they ſhould come back the 
* next; day to declares to hun their -polave Relolu- 
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The Fathers ignhed __ moſt humble acknow- 
ments to the Emperor by cuſtomary proſterna- 
en ned Ol Gi gps hopes of happy 
ſaccefs, yer very uncertain what courſe to ſteer. 

They confider'd on one hand the danger that there 
was t© put their Cauſe into the hands of the Lipew, who 
always declared againſt the Chriſhan Religion ; that 
in all probability there needed no more to revive all 
the anciene Accuſations, which Trme leem'd to have 

+ That the Mifſhonaries fetled in che 
Provinces, whom they had concealed trom the Court 
till that rime, would be obliged ro quit Chas, or elſe 
| forſake all their Miſhons: That at leaſt, the Pro- 
ceeding of thoſe who had buile new Churches, and 
Converted a great number of Idolaters againſt che 
expreſs prohibicions of Parhaments, was ſutficiene to 
warrant the Vict-Roy of Hew-cheow : That in fine, 
things may be brought to that paſs by the ſubril De- 
nes of our Enenues, and fecrer Underta ot 
the Bexzer, that they might be fo far from q ing 
the Flame of a particular Perſecution, as we ſuppoſe, 
that we ſhould kindle a general Conflagration in the 
that would not terminate but 1n the tocral de- 
folaton of Chriſtuanity, 

Theſe Reaſons, altho* very ſubſtantial and folid 
n themliclves, were nevertheleſs balanced by the fol 
lowing Refietions. What Procedtion foever the Em- 
perors might have given till that time co the Miſfio- 
naries, yer they expenenced, that un was not ſufhciene 
to oblige all the Mandarin: of Provinces to counte» 
nance the Chriſtians, and that there was a great 
number of chem who (prejudiced againſt us cither by 
that univerfal Conmterpe which the Education of 
Chins did ulually create wn them tor Foreigners, or by 
the Calummes of the Banzer, or clic by a falſe Zeal 
of the publck good) thought it was a piece of 
lervice to deſtroy ys, and ſpoil in a few days that w 
had been the work of {everal Years. T 
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feared, gn —_—_—_— E- 
nemies, © declare themſelves openly againſt us, and 


have honoured us with their benovolence, Chriſt- 
aniry would have long hnce been deſtroy'd in Chae, 
and 1: may be the memory of it would have been tocab 
ly oblcerated. 

We ſhould therefore conhider, that the Court per- 
haps would not be always fo favourable to us, that 
there needed no more but one moment alone to lole 
the Emperors gracious favour ; or, what was ſtill 
more to intail his, Indignation upon us.eand 
thoſe of our Religion, that in this fickle State wherein 
Religion was, the leaſt oppolition from the Mende- 
rim would ſuffice to fer the Peoples hearts againſt it, 
that the Great ones themielves durſt never declare, 
or be Converted, for tear of being one day reſ 
fible to the Parhaments tor theur Convertion, whi 

in time might be made an heinous Crime. 

On _ if (0 be the Chriſtian Faith were 
once approved of by publick Ediz&, nothing atter- 
ward could diſturb us Eſtabliſhmene, fince « 
be leſs odrous to the Idolatrous , becauſe the 
Chriſtians would make a publick of it, and 
at laſt the new Miftionares would enter without un 
terruption into the vaſt Field of the Goſpel , and 
would there ſow, without any contradiction, that la 
2s Work, Ghich wants han graders an LnREEE 


The only hope of ſuch a great Benefic, determined 
the Fathersto try this laſt means; and io yr = 
ri , 
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rather, becauſe they belieyed they could not in fu- 
ture ame meet with any occahon more favourable to 
accompliſh ict. The remembrance of ſignal Services 
Father Verbief had rendered to the State, was till 
very recent ; the Emperor had declared how fenhible 
he was of the reloluton that Father Granald: an [:s- 
has, had taken to croſs the Seas again for his lake, 
and to undertake a moſt redious Journey. Father 
Theonas a Flemmung, was wholly taken up in Mathe- 
maticks, wherein he acquired the reputation of a 
Learned Knowing Man, and moſt Prous Mihonary. 
Father Percirs a Portugueſe, for his part, took a great 
deal of pains a long time in certain Inſtruments, 
and (ſeveral Engines, that the Prince took great de- 
lhghe in : But that which did our butinels in getri 
his heart, was the Peace which Father Getilen had 
but juſt chen concluded three hundred Leagues from 
Pukin, between the Chineſe and Mu/counte. Prince So/an, 
nearly related to the Emperor, and Pleamporentary, 
food amazed at his Zeal, and publickly declared, 
that bur for hum thus Negotiation would never have 
terminated to the advantage of the Empire. He 
ſpoke of i to the Emperor to that purpoſe ; and at 
that very time he inipwed hum with ſenaments of 
Eſteem and Aﬀection for this Father, whach have 
continued ever fince beyond whatloever we were able 
to expet or hope for. Behdes, this fame Father, 
together with Father Bever, both French, and of the 
number of thole whom the King ſent into Chis 1n 
1685, apply'd themſelves for many Years to teach 
_ and Phulolophy to the Emperor, with ſuch 
luccels, that he could never be weary in diſcourbng 
with them upon theſe Matters. 

But becauſe thele zealous Mifhonaries were fully 
periwaded, that when Religion is concerned, human 
Alliſtances are very infignificant, if God Almighty 
60 not lecretly duet and order the whole Work. 


They 
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They 'bagan os tnpiire Gas affiftance of br» whom 
not able wo rehſt : They ſpread open their 
Wants him, and diſcovered their hearts in ha 
, and told him with the fame confidence 
that once animated Tudith: Make bare, make bare, 
O Lord, thy arm on owr bibaif, «i thes half beer 

and brong to nenght the bfack our Enema 
gainft us : Lit thoſe who beve brafted that they ”y 
fre the Temple, who have already thy Altar, 
oj: 0x" ge & foot the Tabernacle of thy boly Nanu ;; 
_ them at preſent be ſenſible, that before thee all ther force 
but vanity and weakneſs: Put into our months, 
Led, that boly word, and repleniſh our bearts wah theſe 
wile Connſel; that mats Truth always to triumpb; to the 
end thy Houſe that bath been ſo many years in 4 totter- 
mg condition, may &t thi: day be immuoyably ſertled and 
pn.” we and that all Nations may in the end confels, 
that thou only art the trac God, and that 
* Zudub hap. 5. defides thee, we onght to ſeck for none 

other *, 

Aker thus fervent Prayer they ſecretly preſented 
their Pericron 1 the Emperor, that they were after- 
w_ to ofter to him 4 publick. He read i it, bur not 

therein what was the moſt capat'- ro make 

ion upon the Spirit of the Chmne/c,, (or they 
ance upon w /14t principally related ro che Sandiry 
and Truth of Chnftian Religion) he drew up ano: 
ther himiclt in the Tarterien Language, which he lent 
back to the Fathers, yet leaving them to their liberry 
to retrench, or add thereto, as they ſhall pudge moſt 
CONvEnient. 

Indeed, if ons do but never fo hitle reflet upon 
the particular Character of the Emperors of Chms, 
one cannat ſufhcient'y admire, that chis preſent Em 
peror ſhould vouchlate to delcend from 'the lofack 
degree of Grandeur, which he oblerves every where 
clic, nay even um reſpect ot che greateſt Princes, to 

mare 
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make himſelf familiue with pitiful Miſſionaries : For 
Lon denn p lrg rey tp nes 
Account irs ; 

on fry en Aoonmy 
is 4 private that ma e 

', Tor cnet ins 
the World, that is pleaſed 
to ſickle co pleaſe a company of Serangers, even 


, it s no wonder that a God, who to 
| chgion humbled himiclt fo tar, as to 
make himſelf like ro Men, does obhge fomermes the 
Princes of the World to diveſt themſelves of 
Majeſty and innate Pride, to co operate and con- 
cur in this grand Work. For certainly, what care (o- 
ever we may have taken to make this Prince tavours- 
able to us ; yer muſt we needs herein principally ac- 
knowledge the Efhcacy of Dwine Grace. Itis the 
voice of the Lord that alone can, to ſpeak 
in the Scripture expreſſion, braiſe the Cedars and 
ſhake the Mountains of the Wilderneſs; that is to lay, 
thaſe the Great ones of the World, and give to theur 
heart what motion he pleaſes. 

Whilſt all theſe things were tranſated at Pekin, 
the Vice Roy of , that had now leiſure © 
make lome retletions upon his Behaviour, was not 
peaccable in his Province. The Credit of Prince 
Soſan did grievoully perplex him ; and above all he 
dreaded his jpult reſentment : For to pacrfie lum, he 
thought u the waſeſt courſe to fend one of his Ofh- 
cery to him, under pretence to jultrhie hamielf ro him, 
but in effect, to exalperate the principal Meandarins 
of Lipew againſt the Miſſionaries, in caſe he ſhould 

any overture to Go it. 

At that time this Othcer arrived at Court, but 
Prince Soſaw would not fo much as hear him ; and 
packing hum away, brukly told tray, that he much 
won: cd 


Fg 
: 
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wondered that hes Maſter made fuchnrtle account 
of Perſons whom the Emperor honoured with his 
atfeton, and employed and truſted in hs. ſervice. 
At to what relates to thi buſwels, IT as ws ove 
concerned my it, than the Enmerer would bimnſelf, Theſe 
Fathers: bave emylored bis Provefiion, and be will ander- 
fend: bew ts do them Fuſtice wibout my internediong. 
, when I writ on thew bebaif, t war wet {o mach i» 
do them @ kmdneſs, a1 thereby to exhibit @ token of Friend- 


ſhip to the Vice Roy, mm bom from the Preciqece 
whuther be bad [+ oÞ—oue bon bam/ elf. 

This Anſwer did fo ſtartle this Officer, that with- 
out ever dreaming ot making any other progrefs, he 
returned to his Maſter at Hew chown to render an ac 
count of the 11] fuccels of his Commiſſion. The Fa- 
thers who had nonce of «, underſtood by that, that 
they were to loſe no ime, and that they were ſpee 
dily to improve the good diſpoimon of Prince Ss/en. 
So that upon Candiemes: day they went to the Palace, 
and offer'd to the Emperor with the uſual Ceremonies, 
the Petition that he | had compoſed, of which 
ce here the Tranſlation 


May it pleaſe your Majrfty, 
—_—— with the mof# perſett ſubmuſion, 


burndle Requeſt |, confident that you veurd/ afr 
to bear it with the ſame prodence that attends all your 
Attn, and with that Benevelence wherewwh you have 
brew graciouſly plear'd ty bonour us, 

On the month Menth of the Moen, Father Incorcerta, 
ene of your Mayefty « Subjeits, whoſe abode it in the Cny 
of Ham-cheou, did acquaint ws that the Vice- Roy bad 
friflly charged the Mandarins of bis Province ts poi 
down all the Temple: of the Chriffians, to bars the Fro 
ting Tables, wen which tt engraven all the Books of 
Region, 
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Releog rom, Moreover, be bath publickly declared, thet cur 
Deiirine is falle and dangerom, equently not ts 
be tolerated in the Empire, and bath ſrveral other 
{04my | dilad vant ageous to us 

- <a News, Sir, ſeartcad with horror, and pene» 
mated with grief, we thought our [ebons chlaged to have 
rewarſe ts your Majeſty, a+ the commen Father of the 
floided, to lay before you the deplorable Condatrun where- 
mis we are reduced ; for except you grant ws your Pro 
tet rem, it 11 altogriber wapeſſuble 14 av04d the S1ratagemms 
| ff ear Enemies, and ts ward the Blow wherewith they 
ibrrat em ms. 

That which adminiffers comort to wr, Sir, when we 

at your Majeſty « Fent, is ts ſet with whoet Wl- 
20 dflecce cm3 acne ol abs parts of jour Ban 
ge, 4s if it were the Body, of which you are the Soul ; 
ad with what wnconcornment and mpartiabity you re» 
gubate the Interefs of tach private Man, without accrye 
lation of Perſons. Inſomach that yew could not be at ref 
fu knew but one ſingle Subject by Immuftice, or 
even deprived of that rank recompence be de- 
ſerves. 

Tow ſurpeſs, Great Si, the Mightief King: among 
yur Predeceſſors, who bave in ther time permnied falſe 

w China ; for you do mirrely lowe Truth, and 
& wt approve of Fallned. For this reaſou #t ut, that mn 
lebimng your Progreſs ts view your Provinces, you bawe 
groen 4 thouſand teff monies of your Royal affett ion ts the 
European Afiſhenarics that were ms your Read; as f 
=” meant thereby ts reflifie , thett you value ther Do- 
Gre; and that you would be 2d that they would 
jattle in your States, What we delvorr bere is publick, 
ad generally bnown ts the whole Empire. 

Therefore when we bebold the VieceoRoy of Ham 
theou ts file the Chriffian Religion, the falſe and dan 
foes Relegion , when we are mſormed that be uſt: al 
ty endeavenrs ts deffroy it 5 bow are we able ts fifle cw 
ju? 
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= eps Majefty whet 
we /affer 7 


is wot the for ft time, Sir, that they bove 
ſeemed us without any reaſon; therefore Father 
Schaal your Subjef?, on» whom your Predeceſors beay'd 
favears, made it knows ts all the 


the antiens Affronemers of Chuna, were all falſe, 
propoſed anthers, that did rages fouragrnp feat 
ftellatrons, they were approved, 
fanall ſucceſs; ſo that this Change brought Order again 
inte the Emmprre. Tour Majeſty is not ant of what 
paſt at that time im Pekin, we may, 1 bope, bave leave 
1 remember bow Matters flood there, fonca they are {+ 
many ſingular foveurs we there received : Tit upon the 
ants pag cc oy Errors, bow 
much did the Father afterward: ſuffer by Calum of 
bir Enemies ? Yam-quam hen and thoſe of bis Faltion, 
falfly accuſed bim of ſeveral Crimes, prevence of 
Neveliy, #1 if this new Aftrenemy bad net agreed with 
Heaven, be died, wot being able at that ola 66 FO 
bimelf ; but your Majefty put Father Vervieſt i= 
Place, and braped on bum [o fevers, that the life 
this Father was tos ſhort, bu words tos fad i 
rate to all the World the greatneſs of bus achneaw+ 
_—_— Tet did be deeply reſent all theſe benefits, 
i Wa; « mat ts be ingrateful ; that be was 
bufied for above rwerty years is compoſing all ſorts 
Book: for the & benefit, both in Afronemy, Arith- 
metich, Muſick, and Philoſophy, that are fill extant in 
the Palace, tegetber with droers bers which be bas nat 
tine to compleat and finiſh, 

Bit fonce your Majefty is perfefly inflrufied in at 
theſe particulars, we dave net greſuwne ts tire aut your 
patience by @ longer diſcourſe. We ds only bunnbly bejeech 
your Majeſty to conſider, that all thu 1 mot [uffcient is 
entitle ws to the Peoples ofeliion ſor ww, and confidence in #+ 


" 
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IF, 41 they accuſe wi, the Law that we freach be al 
and dangerous, bow can we, Sir, juftific the Condalf of 
Princes, who bave beonoured #1 with their efrem t 

Newertbels/, not Is mention any thing of your Ps ed; 
refers, your Mayeffy your ſelf bath made ſo ſire of cur 
Loyalty, that you order'd Father Verbieſt ro found ſomi 
Cann of a new Model, to fut an end ts @ dangerout 
War : Ton made Father Grimaldi cofs the walt Occant 
ts go into Muſcovry with the Letters and Stalr of 1tht 

Court of the Aﬀfilitia; you ſext the Fathers Ger- 
billon and Pereira, wen very imporrant Aﬀairy, to thi 
voy faribef parts of Tartary. Nevortheleft your Ma- 
jeffy well Enews, that thoſe who are governed by tht 

1 of @ falſe Religion, never uſt to ſerve their Prince 
fan * they almoff ron abandon themſthon ts ther 
nw Paſſion, atd never aim at any thing but their owe 
perticular imteref! 

If therefore we do exattly diſcharge our duty, and if tr 
IT very day we beavwe alway: fan þ the publ:ck good, if 
is mo# woo this Zeal proceeds from an beart we't 

Hed, full of efeem, and vencration, and (if we may 

bold to ſay ſo) of « fingular afiftion for the Perſon of 
jour Majeffy : On the contrary, if this beart once ceaſe 10 
ſubmit to you, it would be from that very time, contrary 
ts right Reaſon, goed Senſe, and off [entiments of Hu 
many. 

This berg ſuppoſed, Sir, we bumbly bricech you to 
tenfider, that after the fatigurr of @ tedioms Voyage, we 
we at length arrrocd in your Empire, exemyt from tht 
$po it of Ambion and Covetenſne(s, that community bring 
her Men thither, but with an ardent defire to preach to 
jour People the only true Religion. 

And truly when we appeared bore the fr ff tine. 
were entertain 4 with abundance of marks of diffinitien, 
#4 we bave Hiern (atd ireaty, and which wr cummr re 
Seat too fre. In the tenth Trar of Chr tchi tbry $72 
fed wr to the ſole direffwon of the Mathematiets, F+ 
H » the 
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the fourteenth Tear of the ſame Reign they gave ws heave 
ts build a Charch at Pekin, end the Exmpercr bim(elf was 
willing to grant us 4 particular place for the burial of 
wr Dead, In the twenty ſeventh Tear of your Manefty i 
glorious Reign, your Majeſty bonoured the Memory of Fa- 
ther Verbiclt not only by new Titles, but allo by the care 
vow 140k to canſe the laſt Officer to be perform d to bim, 
with an almeſs Royal Pomp and Magmificence Some 
while after you appornted an Apartment and Maſters to 
the new French Muſhonaries, to faciluate ther learning 
of the Tartarian Tongue. In a word, you jeem'd [o will 
ſatiified with their deportment, that you cauſed the Sev- 
vices they bad rendered to the State by their Vogages in 
to Tartary,ond Negotiation with the Mulcovites to be an 
ſerted in the Records of the Nation: What @ bappimcſs, 
Sir, and a glory 11 it for wi to be judged capable of ſer- 
wing (6 great @ Prince / 

Since therefore your Majeſty, who dots ſo wiſely govern 
thu grand Monarchy, wouchſafeth to employ w1,and put ſuch 
confidence im ws, bow 11 it poſſible there ſhould be one fangle 
Mandarns ſo irrational to refuſe one of our Brabren 
permiſ/1on to lrve in bis Province ? Verity, Sir, one canne 
ſuſferently deplore the bard Fate of that good old Man, 
who mm @ little cormer of the Earth, bumbly requires jo 
much ſpace a1 # nece{ ary peatrably to ſpend the reman- 
der of bus dares, which yet be cannot obtam. 

It uw for thu reaſon, Sir, that all of ws, your Majelty': 
molt bumble Subjells, who are bere like forſaken Or- 
phans, that would injure mo body, ney, who endeavour is 
avoid Law- Suits, Duarrels, Wranglmgs, and the 49 
Conteſt ations; It us for thu reaſon (we ſay) that webs 
ſeech you to take our Canſe in bend, with thoſe ſentiments 
of Equity that are [6 eſſential to you » bave ſome Com 
paſſion, Sir, wpon Perſon: who bave commuted wo Fauit ; 
and if your Majeſty, after being fully mformed of cur 
Carriage, does really find that we are Innocent, we beſeech 


you to let all the Empire underfland by « publick ay” 
[ 
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the judgment you entertain of our Morals and Dettrine. 
it u for the ebtaming thu Favour, that we aſſume the 
liberty of preſenting to you this Requeſf, In the mean 
the all, and very your Subjits the Miſſowaries, will 
_ with fray, and miire ſubmiſſion, what you (ball 

be pleaſed to appoint towcbing the Premiſes In the thir- 
reth Tear of the Reign of Chamby, the 161b. day of the 
1216. Menth of the Moon, 


The Emperor gracioutly recerred this Petition, and 
ſene the 18th. of the ſame Month to the Court of 
Rites, with an Order to examine it, and with the firſt 
opportunity to make report of wt to him; bur be- 
cauſe there is vacation in all the Courts of Judicature 
m Che mich abour the fame time, unal the 15th. 
of the firſt Month of the Year tollowing, the Lizes 
could not Anſwer till the 18th. of the fard Month : 
Upon the whole, their Judgment was much contrary 
to the Emperors Intentions, and Intereſt of the 
Miſhonares. For the Mandarin having reported at 
large the antienet Edits enacted againit the Chriftt- 
an Rehgion, concluded that this butinefs required nn 
farther <r{cuſſion, and that they were to tick cloſe 
to the firſt Orders of Parliaments, and of the Court, 
which prohibited upon grievous Penalties, the natural 
born Subjects to entertain the new ot the 
Earopeans ; that, notwithitanding they deemt'd it con- 
rement to preſerve the Church in the Cuny of Hem» 
cheow, and to give order to the Mardarim of that Pro- 
vince, not to confound the Chriſtian Religion with 
the (edirtious Sets of Chin. 

The Emperor was m a manner as much concer- 
ned as the Mifſionaries at this new Decree: when 
they preſented w ro 1m, he diſcovered lome trouble 
at it, and lett it tor feveral days in hs Clofer, with» 
out declaring himtcht, to the end that the Mandarme 
of Lipew having nonce of ut, might have ume to come 
H Þ 2 back x 


468 Of the Publick Eſtabliſhment 
back ; but when he ſaw their Obſtinacy, he was not 
willing to make eurbddlent Spirits to Rebel, and re- 
folved at laſt, tho' fore againſt his Will, to Sign it. 

This News threw the Fathers into a Conſter- 
nation; and one Ches a Gentleman of the Bed-Cham- 
ber, whom the Emperor ſent to comfort them, found 
them in a condition worthy of compaſſion. He was 
troubled at it himſelf ( for he loves us dearly, and hath 
done us upon ſeveral occaſions moſt ſignal Services, ) 
This Officer endeavour'd,as he had order, to moderate 
their Aion; but whether it was that theſe Fathers 
were not Maſters of themſelves, or that they had 
quite given over all thoughts of keeping any turther 
correſpondence with a Prince that had deſerted them, 
they utter'd upon this occaſion whatſoever the moſt 
ſen{jble grief is able to inſpire into afflicted Perſons. 

What ſignufe, my = 4 lay they, all the Favours 
it hath hitherto pleaſed the Emperor to do us, fince 
at this conjuncure himſelt makes them unprofitable ? 
Was it to tumble us down in a more illuſtrious man- 
ner, that he apply'd himſelf fo long time to exalt us ? 
What delight will he take hereafter to ſee us, covered 
with ſhame and confuſion, to ſerve for a laughing 
ſtock to our Enemies, and be a Spectacle to the whole 
Empue f Will that Prince who loved us fo dearly, 
will he le hereafter, without being moved at ut, 
to hear Mat the|Rabble infule over us? That his 
petty Officers make us to be beaten in open Courts ? 
That Vice-Roys baniſh us trom their Provinces, that 
they exile us ſhametully trom his Empire ? 

We lay out our (elves for him, our Cares, Studies, 
and all our Watchings are given to him. One part 
of our Brethren are already dead by their Labours, 0- 
thers have impair'd their Health by che ſame; and 
we. who arc ſhll alive, enforced by the ſame dchre 
ot plcating him, williagly and freely ſacrifice all che 
pieciuus moments of our Late to him, 


We 
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We hoped to merit by this Zeal, that he would at 
length approve of the Rehgion which we preach co his 
People, (tor why ſhould we diſſemble the matrer to 
you, to you who have fo long known the real fenti- 
ments of our hearts) that was, you know, the only 
motive of all our Undertakings: How Powerful, how 
Magnihcent foever this Prince may be, we ſhould ne- 
tar ave had the leaſt thoughts of coming fo far to 
ſerve hum, if the Intereſt of our moſt Holy Faith had 
not engaged us therem. Nevertheleſs he profcribes it 
at this day, and Signs with his own Hand the ſhameful 
Decree of our Condemnation. There you fee, my 
Lord, what all our hopes come to; there is the fruic 
of all our Labours: with how much greater calmneſs 
would we have received the ſentence of Death, chan 
an Edit of this nature? For, do not imagin that 
we are able to ſurvive the loſs of Chriſhanity. 

This Diſcourſe, attended with a great deal of 
trouble, and a torrent of Tears, made great impre(- 
fron upon the Officers ſpirit ; he went immediately to 
report it to the Emperor, and deſcribed to him the 
Fathers forrow in fuch lively colours, that this good 
Prince gave way to ſome emotion. I beve alwayr, 
faid he, ſought out off occaſions to do them @ kindneſs, 
but the Chineſe bave traverſed all my good defigns, 1 
could at this time forbrar following the ffream ; but in 
ſhort, however the cale fands, they may make account that 
I love them, and that I ſhall not forſake them, 

In effect, he began more than ever to employ them 
in his Service ; but yet, he no longer found the ſame 
eagernels in the execution ot his Orders, nor the ſame 
ſerenenchs and alacrity upon their countenances. The 
always appeared b-fore him dejzRed, mourniul, and 
as if their Heads had been out ot order bv the ſhrewd 
blow they lately received. However, he was lo tar 
from being diſheartencd, that he propoſed to them 
to ſend for a DoRor of Phylick to Court, who was 
Hh 3 newly 
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newly arrived at Macao, who that he might be the 
more ſerviceable to the Miſhons had turned Prieſt of 
our Company. 

The Fathers made anſwer that this Do&or had 
wilh'd, and that ewo with a great deal of Paſſion, to 
employ lis Skill, and all the Arcana of his Art to 
preſerve ſuch a precious Health, as thet of his Ma- 
jelty, but being amazed at the Decree that had paſt 
againſt the Chriſtians, he was quite off from any 
delign to come into Chae, and that he was preparing 
to return into Europe : that, nevertheleſs, ſince his 
Majeſty ordered it ſhould be fo they would write with 
all expedition to Meces to have him come. Whilſt 
the Miffionarics were over Head and Ears in ther 
melancholly, the Vice-Roy of Hem-cheow truumphed at 
his farſt ſucceſs, and caſt about how to take new mea- 
ſures to fhniſh his Work. He fer all the Commiſſio- 
ners of the Offices at work for ſeveral davs, to draw 
out Copics of che new Decree, to have them diſperſt 
throughout all the Provinces ; at laſt he ifſned our 
more levere Orders againſt the Chriſtians than the 
former. In hne, not longer doubting of the Vidtory, 
he ſent to the Emperor an ample requeſt againſt the 
Miſſionaries to accompliſh their undoing ; but this 
requeſt came a little coo late: and when ut was pice- 
ſented the Face of Aﬀairs was already akered. 

For Prnce Soſan not being able to withſtand the 
Solcrations of the Fathers, and eſpecially of Father 
Gerbillen, whole particular Friend he was, relolved 
to Solicice atreſh on our behalf, wherefore he went 
and found the Emperor, and repreſented ro im what- 
loever the moſt Zzalous Chriſtan could poſlbly 
have ſpoken on the like occaſion: 

He ler before him again, the Zeal and Devotion 
o! the Fathers in whatſoever reſpeted his Perſon, 
the S:rvices they had rendered the State during the 
Wars, their being 1ntent to perfet the Sciences, and 
to 
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to refine the Kalendar, In « word, Sir, ſaid he, 
they are 4 ſort of Prople that make no account of their 
lives, when ſerving or pleaſing you is im queſtion. "Tis 
true, all the conld not deſerve that your Majeffy ſhould 
approve of their Faith, if it be otherwiſe dangerous ; but 
wat there ever @ more wholſame DoFrme than theirs, or 
more beneficial to the Government of a People ? 

The Emperor who joyfully heard this Diſcourſe, 
yet for all that perſiſted in his former determination, 
It is done mow, (aid he to him, [ fbeald bave done my 
ſelf s Kindneſs to bave favoured theſe boneff Milſioma- 
ries ; but the outragions carriage of the Mandarin: againſt 
them, did not permit to follow mime own inclmmation, 

'How, Sir, replied the Prince, ere not you the Ma- 
fer ? And when the buſmeſs was to do Fuſtice to Sub- 
tells, ſo eminent as theſe are, could not you mterpoſe your 
Autherity ? I will go my ſelf, if your Majeſty think: ft, 
to theſe Gentlemen, and I am not without hopes of bring- 
ing them to termi. Act laſt the Emperor, not bemg 
any longer able to hold it out agair.it fo preſſing foli- 
citations ; cauſes a Letter immediately to be diſpatched 
to the Calars, their Allcſors, and to all the Tarts- 
«we \landarins of Lipew; and this 1s the purport of 
the Lerrer. 

Toe 'brrty fir year of the Rein of Chamtnu, the 
ſecond day if the ſecond month of the Moon, Yr-lam ho, 
Maſter of State, declares to you the Will and Pleaire 
of the Emperor m thoſe terms. 

The Europeans mn my Court bawe for @ long tim oven 
Direttors of the Matbematicks, During the Cruil-IWars 
they bave rendered me molt off eftual ſervice, by meant 
of ſome Cannon that they got caſt : their Prudence and 
ſingular Addreſs, accompanied with much Zeal, and m- 
def atigeble Til, obliger me once more to conſider them, 
And beſides that, their Law i: not Seditionr, and des nit 
induce People to Revolt, ſo that it [eems geod fo wi Fo Pere 
awit it, to the end that all thoſe who are willing to exn- 
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brace it may freely go mio the Churches, and make yub- 
lick Profeſſion of the Worſhip there performed to the Su- 
+ Lird of Heaven, 

Ovr Will and Pleaſure therefore it, that all and ſeuwral 
the Edift that bitherto have been publiſhed agent it, by 
and with the Advice and Counſel of wr Tribunal, be as 
preſent torn and burnt, Tow Miniſters of State, and you 
Tartarian Mandarin; of the Sovereign Court of Rites, 
aſſemble togetber, examine the matter, and grue me your 
Advice upon the whole with all ſpeed. 

Prince So/an himſelf was prelent at this Aſſembly ac- 
cording as he and the Emperor had agreed ; and albert 
he was no Chriftian,yct did he ſpeak after fuch a pathe- 
tical and taking manner 1n favour of us, that he ſeem- 
ed rather to defend his own, or the States Caule, 
than the concerns of a Forcign Religion, theſe are his 
own words, without adding one Syllable, as they arc 
found in the Ongnal, which 1 fanhiully cranſ(lace. 

* You know, Gentlemen, with what Application, 
* what Zal, and Loyalty theſe European: butie theny» 
* ſelves in the Service of Is Majeſty. The greateſt 
* Men amongſt us, tho' concerned to preſerve and 
* maintain our Conqueſts, have rather devoted them- 
* {elves to Glory, Riches; and making their own For- 
* runcs, than to the ſerrling the State upon a ſound 
"bottom $5 very few of them do purely aim at the 
* Pubhck good. Theſe Strangers, on the other hand, 
* exempt from all Paſhon, love the Empire more than 
* we do our (elves, and do frankly Sacrihce their own 
* repole to the tranquility of our Provinces. 

* We have cxperienced the fame during the whole 
conrle of our Crvil-Wars, and in the latc bickerings 
we had with the Avſcovite, for to whom do you fup- 
pole us obliged for the happy fuccels ct that Nego- 
ration ? It would without all queſhon be contiltent 
* with my Intereſt, to aſcribe all the glory of it co 
* my felt. 1 who have been the Plemipotentiary tor 
* the 
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# the Peace; but if I were fo unjuſt as to do my felf 
' that honour, to the prejudice of thele Fathers, the 
' Chieftams of the Enemies Troops, all mine own 
' Officers, my own Army would ſay I told an untruth. 

"[c is, Gentlemen, theſe Fathers who by their 
' Prudence, and inſight into Aﬀairs, and the quit 
' remper and moderation that they broughe, put an 
* end to that important affair. Without ther Coun- 
* (ef, we ſhould have been forced to exat at the ex+ 
* penſe of our blood, the Rights which che injuſtice 
" of our Enemies —_ ſo yi _ to om _ 
, ; or perhaps wou ve the tro 
os fon us wholly Jrefted of them, or at leaſt I 
* ſhould have been no longer in a condition to de- 
' tend them. 

* What have we done, Gentlemen, in return for 
"{uch emment Service? Nay, what can we do for 
UG of Men who demand nexher Riches, 
" nor Places of Truſt, nor Honours? Who citeem 
* and reſpe& us, without ſo much as caring whether 
* we do fo by them? Certainly we ought to be con 
"cerned , it it were not in our power foine way or 
* other to oblige Strangers, who Þ {o generoully Sa- 
* crifice themiclves for us; and 1 am mchn'd to be- 
*heve, Gentlemen, that when vou have made refle- 
* ion thereon, you will give me thanks tor having 
* diſcovered to you the only way whereby they can 
* become ſenhible of our acknowledgement. 

* They have a Law, whuch 1 to them inſtead of all 
* the niches in the World. Thev Adore a Deny, who 
alone makes up all their Comfort and Happineſs. 
* Sutter them only treely co enjoy the benetu chey pol- 
f (eſs, and permit them to Communicate it to our 
* People ; ikho' in that very thing they rather do us a 


" kindneſs, than we do them : yer they will be grate- 
*tulro us, and accept it from our hands as the recom- 
" pence of all their Services. 


" The 
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"The Lame: of Tartery, and the Banter of Chind 
© are not troubled in the Exerciſe of their Religion. 
Nay the very Mabumetant have rear'd a a: 
* Ham chrow, that Domineers over all our Pu Edi- 
© ices They e no Banks to theſe Torrents that 
* threaten inundation to all Chins, Men Conmrve, 
* they approve in ſome meaſure all theſe unproticable 
* and dangerous Sets; and now when the Exrepeans 
* fac to us for liberty to Preach up a Doctrine, that 
© contains no other than Maxims of the moſt refined 
* Vertue, we do not only repulſe them with diſdain, 
* but think we do good Service to Condemn them : 
* zuſt as if the Laws that obliges ns to ſhur up the En- 
"trance into our Empire aga.nit Superſtinon, and 
* lving Vanities, had hkewilc proſcribed naked Truth. 
The Prince expatiating muchaupon this Point, was 
interrupted by the Heads of the Ailembly, who re- 
monſtrated to hum ; that, fay what he could, there 
was ſhll ſome danger leſt this new Set might occa- 
fron ſome diforder in proceſs of time. And thatit 
was the part of good Policy to ſtifi: ctheic hitle Mon- 
ſters of Rebellion and Diſcord, in their very Birth. 
That, in ſhort, they were Foreigners, whole Spuit 
and fecret Deligns were capable of admimſtring ſome 
ſuſpicion. 
* What Sulpicion, reply'd the Prince ? 1 have been 
* Colas this ten years, and I never heard any Com- 
* plaint againſt che Chriſhhans Beheve me, Genie 
* men, ut were to be wiſh'd that the whole Empire 
* would embrace their Rehgion. For, » it not that 
* Religion that Commands Children to honor and 
* obev their Parcnts? Subjes to be faithful ro their 
* Superiors, Servants exactly to periorm the Will of 
"their Maſters That forbids to Kall, tro Steal, and 
"to Cozen; not to Covet any thing that 1s your 
* Neighbours. That abhors Perjury and Calumay. 
" That diſlikes Lying and Falſhbood. That mipues 
* Modeſty 
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* Modeſty, Simplicxv, Uprightneſs and Temperance. 
'Examin, Gentlemen, and found, it poſlible, the 
* Heart of Man; if there you find one hngle Vice 
* which the Chriſtian Law does nor forbid, or one Ver- 
* twe that it does notenjoyn, and counſel; I leave you 
' to your liberty to declare againſt ic. But now, if all 
' things in « be Holy and Confonant to Realon, why 
* do you ſhil boggle to approve of it ? 

After that the Prince {ecing their minds to be wa- 
vering, propoſed the Ten Commandments of our 
Religion, and explained them wich fo much Elo» 

uence, that the Mandarins looking one upon ano- 
ther, hnding nothing to ofter againſt it, did ingeni- 
oully oaks that one might Contorm to this New 
Dodtrine without any danger. The Emperor un- 
formed of what was debated ; was pleaſed (for to 
render the Action more famous) to have alſo all che 
Miniſters of State to be convoked together, with the 
Mandarins of Lipew, who were Chmeſe, to whom they 
made known betorchand the Reloluton of the Tar- 
tarian Mandarins. 

In this general Aſſembly they repeated all chat was 
ſpoken in the privace Aſſembly, and after Prince So- 
jan had left no ſtone unturned to recover the Chineſe 
trom their old prejudice, they came at lengrh tt this 
refule, that a Law ſhould be enated favourable to the 
Chriſtians, which was drawn up in form of a Penti- 
on, to be preſented to the Emperor to obtain his con- 
hirmaton of it, it was to this efteR. 

Heoupatai, Subjett to your Majeſty, Preſident of the 
Sovereign Tribunal of Rites, and chief of ſrocral other 
Orders, preſents to you this mo} bumble Petition with all 
the ſubmiſſion, and reſpet} which be and all bu Aſſeſſors 
op bi ts beve for all your Command, e/pecrally when 
you do ws the bonour 10 require our Advice about the i- 
periant Aﬀans of State. 


We 
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IWe have ſeriouſly examined what any way relates th 
the Europeans, attratied from the extremities: of the 
World by the fame of your ſingular Prodence, and other 
your eminent qualitier, bave paſt that vaſt extent of Seas 
which ſeprrates us from Europe. Since they bave lived 
among} ni they bave merued our eff eem and achnowledg- 
ment, by the ſignal Services they bave rendered ur in t 
Civil and Foreagn War: ; by their comtinnal application to 
Compoſing of Rooks ery curioms and profitable 5 for ther 
wprightneſs and ſincere affe ron for the Commonweal, 
Beſider which, theſe ſame Europeans are very peaceable 
they do mot excite any Comment, or foment Differences in 
theſe our Prowmcer, they do wrong to mo Man, they commit 
no metorious Falls; morevver their Dottrine bath no Afnity 
with the falſe and dangerows Sells that mfeft the Empire, 
weitber do ther Maxim meine turbulent ſpornts to Seduws, 
Since therefore we do neitber binder the Lamas of Tar- 
tary, mor Bonzes of China from beving Temples, ner 
from off ermg Incenſe therein to ther Pagoder; much bes 
can we with any reaſon reſtram the Europeans, (who 
neither aff nor teach any thing contrary to the wholſame 
Laws) from baving likewiſe their reſpetiirve Churcher, 
there to Preach their Religion in publick. Certainly theſe 
two things would be point blank contrary to one anather, 
and we ſbeuld manifef ly ſeem to comtr adit our ſelves. 
We therefore judge it rect and expedient that all the 
Temple: Dedicated to the Lord of Heaven in what place 
ſerver they may be, ought to be preſerved, and that we may 
[afely pormut all thoſe who would bonoar thi; God , is 
enter imto bs Temples, ro off er Iucen'e ts bom, and fo pe7 
that Worſhip to bam that bath buberts been praffiſed by 
the Chriſtians according to their ancient Cuſtom ; [o that 
neowe may for the time to come preſume 16 oppoſe the ſame. 
In tbe mean time we ſhall expett your Majeſty's Orders 
therewpon, to the end we may Communicate then to the 
Governors and Vice- Roys, ar well at Pekin 41 at other 
Cities of the Provinces, Done in the thirty firſt year 
ic; 


of Chriſtianity in China, 477 


the Reign of Cham hi, the third day of the ſecond month 
the Moon. Signed, the Preſident of the Sovereign 
rubunal of Rites wth bur Aſſeſſors; and underneath the four 
Miniſters of State, called C with their general Of- 
fieers and Mandarin: of the firſ® Order, 

The r is Decree with anexprefſ- 
ble joy, he ratified it forthwith, and diſpatch'd a Copy 
of it to the Fathers ſealed with the Seal of the Empire, 
to be, ſays he, perpetually preſerved in the Archives 
of their Houſe. Some time atter he cauſed it to be pub- 
liſhed the whole Empire : and the Supreme 
Tribunal of Rites, ing it to the Principal Officers, 
added theſe inſuing w Wherefore, yow Vice Roys 
of Provinces be ſure you recevoe this Imperial Edit with 
s mo} profound reſpeit ; and as ſoon at it comes to your 

read it attemtively, walue it, and ſoit you fail not 
ts execute it punitually, conformable ts the « that 
we bave given you our ſelves. Moreover, _— 
of it to be taken: to be diſperſed into all the s of our 
 ——q wade. amd. be aces do m tha 


vue. 

$o ſoon as Father Intercetts had notice of what had 
paſt at Pekin, he departed for Court, and went to 
throw himſclt at the Emperors Feet, to render hum 
moſt humble thanks in his own, and in the name of 
all the Miffionaries of Chine. This good Prince when 
he had beſtowed on him many demonſtrations of At- 
tection, cauſed him to be conducted back again into 
his Province by Father Thomar Mandarin of the Ma» 
themanicks. He made his entrance into his City of 
Ham cheew in Triumph, furrounded by Chriſhans, 
and received by their Acclamation, who look'd upon 
him as an Angel of Peace. 

Neverthelcls, as God mixes always ſome Bictcrne's 
with our Comforts, the joy this good Father had con- 
ceived, was ſoon overcaſt, and allayd by the utter 
run of his Church, involved fomctune before in ' 
public 
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publick Conflagratin, wherewith the beſt part of the 
Curvy was conlumed. 

This Accident gave occaſion to Father Thomas to 
defire the Vice Roy to build a new Church for the 
Father, and he himſelt gave him to underſtand that 
the Emperor expeRted i trom hum. This Mandarin 
was intolerably vex'd at the ill ſucceſs of his Enter- 

riſe, which the late arrival of the Father increay'd; 
bat be was quite beſides himſelf, to think he muſt be 
forced to a Stranger honourably in his Capital 
City, whom he would with all his Heart have bani{h'd 
ſome days before from hs Province ; yet he difſembled 
the matter like a wiſe Man, and to comply with the 
time, he afforded «he Miffionary one of the hneſt 
Houſes in the City,nill ſuch rune, as at his own charges, 
he ſhould have rebuilt the antient College. 

It was not at Hew chrow alone, that the Chriſhan 
Religion ſeem'd to Triumph ; all the Churches of the 
Empire, which the new Edi, mm ſome relpet, drew 
out of Captivity, by granting to the People liberty of 
Conlcence, gave great demonſtrations of joy ; but 
the City of Maces, that ferved tor a Cradle to the In- 
tant Chriſtianity, made its joy to appear by a folemn 
Holy-day, which was accompanied with all the tokens 
of pubhck mirth and cheartulneſs, which the Peoples 
Devonon rendred much more ſolemn. 

Thoſe who ſhall confider the Conſtxruton of the 
Government of Chms, the almoſt inſurmountable 
difficulties that Strangers have mer with im (crewing 
themlelves intoirt ; the avertion of Mens minds trom 
novelty in Matters of Religion; and on the other 
hand the ſmall company of Miffionaries Ezrepe hath 
lupply'd us with. The Civil Wars, and Revolunons 
that have fo often diſcompoled the State in this lattes 
Age, will ſeriouſly contels, that this Occurrence, one 
ot the moſt memorable that probably hath happened 
hince the Infancy of the Church, cannot be the pro- 
duR 
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du@t of human midom-. * Dew auters 

Rex wofter ante [acula operation off ſalute * Pſa. 77, 

aw medio terr ; Tu confirmdti m virtue 

14 marc Tu confregifti capite drecents —tums of dies 
& twaeft nox, It s our God, "ts our everlaſting King 
who hath wrought Salvation in this vaſt Kingdom, 
which they call the middle of the Earth Heus 
who hath tor ever brought a Calm upon this Sea, fo 
much agitated, and infamous hitherto tor ſo many 
Shipwrecks. Thou haſt, O Lord, bruiſed the head 
of that proud t Dragon whole Name 

was fo dreadful It is now then , | T** Dragen 5s 
that the Day and the Night, that Go Wnyerns un 
to ſay, the Eaſt andthe Weſt be- © 5 acree 
long to thee; foralmuch as both 

Worlds have at laſt ſubmured to thy | mpare. 

At ſuch time as | had the honour to preſent tothe 
moſt holy Father, that Idolatry in che Eaſt, attacked 
on all hides by the Miniſters of Goſpel, was juſt up- 
on the Point of falling; and that it once Chme could 
be drawn in to declare ulclt in tavour of us, all the 
People adjacent, lead by their example, would quick- 
ly break their Idols in pieces, and would not be long 
before they ſubmicted to the Yoak of the Chriſtian 
Faith ; this thought alone tranſported this holy Ponat 
with joy, and revived that fhincere Prety, and tervent 
Zeal in his Heart, that he ſhews upon all occahons 
tor the Salvation of Souls; but he told me that ſuch a 
great change as that was no ordinary Miracle. 

What Sentiments will he have, my Lord, when he 
underſtands that, what (as things then [to0d) he (carce 
durſt hope for, are now at lait accomplith'd for the 
gory of tus Pontificace, and unwerlal benetiz of Chet 

endom. We know moreover, that fince this ta* 
mous Edit, the Chmeſe run in crowds to be baptiſed : 
that the Mandarins, till Ldolaters, beild Churchesto 
the only True God. T hat a Prince of the Blood hath ab- 
jured 
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nred his Errors, and embraced the Faith and Croſs 
of JESUS CHRIST. That the Emperor himfelt 
cauſerh a Church to be erefted m tn Palace, and 
lodges the Miniſters of the Goſpel ncar his own 

n. 
Thele happy preparations will, without all queſt1- 
on, oblige the holy Father to employ all his cares to 
the entire compleating of fo great a Work ; to that 
effet we demand of him Paſtors formed by hs own 
Hand, and replemſhed with his Spirit : Miffionaries 
alcogether unbyaſled, learned, felt denying, that pyn 
Prudence with Evangelical Sumplicity ; who may 
ſeek the glory of Chniſt, and that of the Nation, ra- 
ther than their own. 

Laſt of all, we heartily with that all Chnſtan 


Kingdoms, out of Emulation one of another, may 


ve (under the Popes Authoruy) who ſhall ſtill ſend 
iniſters into theſo vaſt Countries, to ſhare with 
us in Ou and extend our Conqueſts Nay, 


tho' the moſt populous Univerſmes, and moſt fa- 
mous Sermmares ſhould be tranſplanted chither , it 
would yet be but few. Yea, and withall theſe af 
ſtances, we ſhould CI to ſpeak inScri- 
pture Language, groan under the burthen, and heat 
ot the day. What would become of us if we leave 
this new born World to a ſmall number of Labourers, 
whom the Prerywet fome do there manrain ? 

It is to beg this favour, that 1 aftume the boldneſs, 
my Lord, to intruſt you at this time with the concerns 
of the Miſlions. 1 am well affured that vou never un- 
dertook anv buſineſs of Conlequence for the good of 
Chriſtendom, but you accompliih'd it. Now, akho 
this that] » nonic to you were ten times more dti- 
cule than it is indeed, 1 am, m a manner, ture of tfuc- 
cels, as foon as ever you ſhall plcale to take un upon 
You. 


 {-) 
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Yet notwithſtanding, my Lord, to ſucceed happely 
in this buſineſs ; it 1s not y to exert, pus 
in practice all choſe qualnes of mind, that make you 
almoſt ever ſuperme to great Enterpriſes. That con» 
ſummate Wiſdom, that conduts you through the moſt 
ſure Roads. That continual intention of mind, which 
the hardeſt Labour cannot interrupt. That dextrous 
infinuating ConduR, fo impenetrable to the quickeſ? 
IF EATS ITE: 
aining what you t 
ws not requiſite to the bulnek in hand, you need do 
no more here but abandon your felt to your own 
Zeal, and ule that lively, and natural Eloquence that 
animates your Dy les, _ time you are pleaſed, 
in the Sacred College, to ſtand np for the Intereſt of 
or when you repreſent to Chriſt's Vicac 
the Urgent neceflices of the Charch. 

Your Care, your Piety, my Lord, will be ſeconded 
with as many Apoſtles as you ſhall procure Mifliona- 
ries for us: then, will, the [dolaters newly Converted; 
and Behevers eſtabliſh'd and fertled in Faith, be & 
qually ſenſible of the great benefits that you ſhall pro- 
cure them, and the People enlightned by cheſs Di- 
vine Lights, which the Hely See ſhall diſperte as tar 
as the extremuty of the Earth, will all cher lives long 
bleſs the Paternal Charity of the Vicar of Chriſt, and 
ardent Zeal of his Minifters 1 am in the moſt pros 
found reſpett 


My Lord, 
Tour Emmence 1 moſt bumble 


and moſt} wbedient Servant 


LJ 
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A Litter to Monſieur, the Abbot Bignon. 


A General Idea of the Obſervations 
we have made in the Indics,, and 
im China, 


SIR, 


Liho, you ſhould not be at the Head of the 
moſt Ingemous Learned Men in Ezrepe, by 
the Rank you hold in the Acaderny Royal, yer 
the Paſhon I have always had, to give you 

ſome Marks of my Eſteem, and to improve by your 

Knowledge, would engage me to communicate to you, 

what we have —_— in the Indies, as to the per- 

fetion of Sciences. 

Tt i, Sir, for the Credit of this Nluftnous Acade- 
my (with which, we have ſuch a ſtria Frnendip, 
and Correipondence) that a Perlon of your Mer, 
ſhould ſeem to have any Eſteem for the Perſons ut 
employs in it s Funion ; and I ſuppoſe, the Protects 
on you are plcaled to aftord us in the World, will be 
taken kindiy by them ; but it is yet more our partt- 
cular Intereſt, that you would feverely, and findtiy 
examin our Works, and that when you have umpio- 
red the Eſtcem of the Publick on our behait, you 
would by an umpartial, and learned Crinczing, take 
lome Pains to pertet us, and make us one Day wor- 
thy of its Approbation, and your own. 

It s not, Sir, that 1 have a mind in this Place, to 
explain to you in particular, all that we have per- 
tormcd, 
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formed, to acquire a more exact Knowledg for the 
Furure, of the Monon of the Sears, or to deliver Me- 
moues to thale who dchrgn to penetrate tarther to 
the fecree Myſteries of Nature. This Work, which is 
ot t6o large an Extent, to be compriſed within the 
Compals of a iingle Letter, will ferve tor the Subject 
of an mare Volume, which we hope ſhortly to have 
the honour to prelent to you. 

My Delign at pecſene, is only to give you a general 
Irs of it, to the end, that underſtanding before hand 
the Road we have hitherto kepr, you may the berrec 
judge what 1s neediul to be added, to make us Exact, 
or to be akered, as to our Method. 

When we departed trom Paris, wich the Inftrutr 
ons of the King, of his Miniſters of Seate, and of the 
Academy Royai, we propoled to our lelves, nothing 
leſs than the pertecion of natural Sciences ; bur this 
Proget containing in « a great divertiry of Matters, 
we luppoled wn convenient for every one to take tus 
Part, not only becauſe cach of us had not laure 
enough to phe fo many difterent Seudies all at once, 
but allo, becaule the Spirit of a Man hath «ns Limits, 
and x w very rare, to hnd in one and the fame Perſon, 
a Genius equally proper tor all I hngs. 

So that we agreed that lome of us ſhould addi them- 
ſelves to Aſtronomical Obſervations, Geomer: y, and 
to the Examination of Mechanical Arts ; whiltt others 
ſhould chiefly be taken up in the Study of what re- 
lates ro Anatomy, Knowledge of Simples, Hiſtory of 
Animals, and other parts of Natural Philoſophy, 
which every one ſhould choote, accorcing as his Fan- 
cy led him ; yet fo, that even thole who ſhould keep 
themlelves within the Compaſs of any fubjet Mar- 
ter, ſhould, nevertheleſs, not negleRt the reſt, when 
Time, Place, or Perſons, ſhould afford them Occa- 
hons to make any new Diſcovery therein : we agree: 
hkewiſe that we ſhould mutually communicate our 
1 2 Not: 
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Notions one to ancther, to the end, that each one 
might benefit by the common Refletions, and with- 
al,that nothing it poſſible, ſhould eſcape our attention, 

But let us take what Care we could to ſucceed in 
this Undertaking, we cahly perceived, that Six Per- 
ſons bulied behdes in the Study of La ges, and in 
preaching the Golpel, could never be able to go 
through with fuch a vaſt Detgn W | therefore came 
mo our Mind, fiſt of all, tro engage the an, 
that were at that Tume in the Indices, but above all, the 
Miſhonar1es ; to the end that every one of us might 
concur mn carrying on a Dehgn, equally Beneficul 
and Glorious to all Nations. Secondly, to eftabliſh 
in divers Places, fome particular Houles, where our 
Mathcmaticians, and Phul fhould labour af. 
ter the Example, and under the Conduct of the A- 
cadermans of Paris: ; who from thence, as trom the 
Center of Sciences, might communicate their 
Thoughts, their Method, and their Diſcoveries, and 
receive, (Gt I may be fo bold as to fay fo) as by Re- 
flexion, our weak Lights. 

But theſe Two Expedients, fo proper in themſelves 
for the promoting ot our Prozet, and withal capable 
to render France Famous to Poſterity, have hirherto 
proved incfteQual ; on the one hand, we have found 
very little Dilpolnon in other Nations to ſecond us : 
on the otner hand, the Revolutions of Siuw, have 
overthrown our hiſt Obſervatory, which the King's 
Liberaluy, and the Z.cal of his Miniſter of State, had 
in 2 manner quite hmiſhed. 

Thele Acadents, tho' tatal ones, did not yer dil- 
cou age us; we had Thought of laying the Founda- 
ton of a Second Oblervatory in Chis, fil more 
Manmbcent, than thet of Sram. It would have been 
no twuch c:fhcult Matrer, to have built feveral others 
att: waid at Hitean in Paris, at Agris in the Meuget 5 
Country, inthe Ile of Borneo under the Line, un Tar- 
14 
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eary, and in ſeveral other Places whole Situation might 
facileate the Execution of our Defign; when that unt- 
verlal War, that has fet all- Exrope on Fire fo many 
Years, made us ſenſible of it in the I=dies, and in one 
Moment, broke all our Meaſures 

Perhaps, Sir, Peace may put us into the fame Road 

ain, that the Tempeſt hath forced us to forlaks, and 
that all in good time, we ſhall enjoy a Calm <qually 
advantageous to Rehignon, to the People's Happinehs, 
and to the Perteion of Sciences. In the mean time, 
as contrary Winds do not lunder $kiltul Pilots to go 
forward a little, noewithitanding they do much re- 
tard their lai ſo have we endeavoured, maugre 
all theſe Tempeits, to purſue our former Dehgn, and 
continue a Work , the Eilzy of which, as you may 
ſhortly fee, will not perhaps be altogether unpro- 
heable. 

The difficulty that Men have found from all Anti 
quiy, to regulate the Motions of the Sears, was never 
to be overcome, cither by the Lucubrations of anct- 
ent Aſtronomers, or even by all the Penetration ot 
the Neoterics, what Endeavours foever our Imagi- 
nation may have uled to dive 1ato theſe Myſterics of 
the Ommporent Creator, yet have we made but a 
forry Progrels; and we mult needs contels, that 
Heaven » at a much greater diſtance from onr 
Thoughts, and Conception, than it 1s clevated above 
our Heads. Nothing can bring us nearer to ut, than 
a continued Series of Obſervations, and an cxact En- 
quiry into every thing that Occurs in the Sears, be- 
caule that this continual Attention to then Mogons , 
(making us perceive the grols, and a4 it were palpadic 
Errors ot ancient Sy ſtems) pi'res Occahon to Aﬀtro- 
nomers to retorm them by latle and herle, and make 
them moce conformable to Oblervation;z to this pur- 
pole, in theſe latter days, men have fo carefully ap 
plcd thenileives to the pertefting of Inflrumencs, 
Ii Pen 
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Pendulums, Teleſcopes, and of whatloever may any 
wavs by ing the Heavens nearer to our Eyes. 

In France, Fng land, and Dews wk, and in divers 
ether Places in the World, thev have clevated huge 
Machines, buile magnihcent 'T owers, as & were © 
ſerve inſtead of Sears ro thoſe who would proceed in 
this new Road: and the Progre's that many Obſer- 
vators have already made, is fo conhdereble, that 
one may hope for great Matters in furure Ages; pro 
vided Princes do continae by their L iberality, e0 up- 
hold ſuch a toilforne Piece of Work. This is, Sir, m 
general , what we have continbuted towards & tor our 
Parr. 

Firſt of all, we have been moſt converſant in Ob- 
ſerving the Eclpſlcs, and becauſe theſe of the Son, 
nave more than all others, occalioned peoples Ad- 
mation + we have been very Diligent to improve all 
Occaſions that might ſeem favourable to us. Amongſt 
thoſe that oftered themiclves, there chanced to be 
Two ſomewhat od, and particular, and will afford 
lome dehghe to the Curious, 

The Firſt, was the Eclipte that happened about the 
end of April, 16% ©. We knew that x was tobe Total 
in tome Parts of Chma, altho” at Pikes where we {o- 
1 0ned lome r1me before , It was to be but indifferent 
'Tir- nol. for you know, Sir, there is a great difterence 
3% the Ecl'pſes of the Sun, and rbo/e of the Moon; 

: Mo n that hath only a Drecarious Light, is £0 
vered with rcal Darkneſs, when eve! the karth robs 


her of the Sun beams, and doth not appear eclipſed 
tt lome ccrtain People, but that ſhe at the ſame me 
hices her lace trom the Eyes of others in like manner. 


The Sin on the contrary, that is a Body of its own 
Narurealwars Splendid, always Luminous, or rather, 
6 lhe nt felt, cnn never be Obtuſcated or Darkened, 
and when the Moon by covering u, ſeems to deprive 
x of all ts Luftre ; n1snot the Sun thats Eclip 


i 
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the Earth, ut s ws indeed that do hind our felves 
at that ame ail iv Darkneſs. So that Aſtronomers 
would ſpeak more proper , it inftcad of naming it 
an Eclple of the Sun, they would name « an Echple 
ot the Earth 

Thence it comes to pals, that this Ecliple is at the 
lame ume very difterent, mo to the different 
Regions where one is, infomuch, if (everal Ob- 
ſervators at a diſtance one from ow vu were pla- 
ced upon the fame Line drawn from Ealt to welt, 
x might fo happen, that the firſt would fee the whole 
Body of the Sun, as it is commonly ſeen, whilſt che 
ſecond would diſcover but one Part of it. There, ic 
would appear balt covered, here, it would be no more 
than ay k of Lge ; : and ſtill tarther off, it mught 
perchance totally dilappear 

lt us likewiſe tor the lame Reaſon, that an Obſer- 
vator placed at tho Center of the Earth , would not 
behold the Sun Eclipled, as we do here ; now this 
Ditterence, which they term the Parslax, would in- 
creaſe, or decreale, according as this Luminary 
ſhould bz more or les elevated above the Hornzon ; 
this 1s what the Chane/e were hitherto —_ of, and 


of which, to is day they have but a v - qu 
al Len Abu As for the Indians, _— 5 Capa 
ble of w_ Poliſhed, and Refined than the Chineſe, 
— —_—_ adming ſuch wondertul Effects ; 

uch, that the King of Siaw demanded one da a, 
if the Sun in Exrepe, was the fame with theus in 
Indies, being it appeared at the fame time fo different 
in.thele Two Places. 

Wherefore we departed on purpoſe from Pekin, to 
get to Kiam-cheou, a conhiderable Cuy inthe Province 
of Chanſs ; where, accor to our Calculation, the 
Sun was to be totally Eclipled : Yet, it was not fo, 
becaule 'the Longitude of the Country was ar do 
pertetly known to us. {7 Wain were that 

| 
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extreme Serene, the Place very Convement, our Inc 
ſrument fvly Placed, and being Three Obſervators, 
nothing was wanting that might render the Obſerva- 
gon Exact. 

Amongſt the different Methods, that may be made 
uſe of for theſe forts of Operations, we vs Choice 
of Two, that ſeemed to us the moſt Plain and Eafie x 
The one was to look upon the Sun, with a Telel, 
of Three Foot long, in which they had placed at 
focus objeflres, Reticula or little Net, compoſed of 
Twelve lutle Threads of raw Silk, very ſmall, and 
equally diſtant one trom another, yer fo, that « 
might precilely take up all the Space af the Sun,who 
Diameter appeared after this manner to the Eye, di- 
vided into X welve equal Parts. 

The Second conhilted in receiving the repreſents- 
tion of the Sun (by a Telefcope of Twelve Foot) that 
was painted upon a piece of Paſtboard oppoſe to the 
Opnc-Glaſs, at a proportional Diſtance; we had 
drawn npon the {aid Paſtboard Twelve little Concen- 
trical Circles, the biggeſt whereot, was equal to the 
apparent Diſcus of the Sun, So that it was caly for us 
to determin not only the Beginning, Duration, and 
End of the Eclipſe, which require no more bur a fin- 
gle Opuic glaſs, and a well regulated Pendulum ; but 
alſo its Bignels or (as they commonly call it) its 
Quantity, and the Time that the Shadow, or rather 
the Moon ſpends in covering or uncovering each 
Part of the Sun: for notwithilanding all theſo Parts 
are equal amongſt themſelves, yer it doth noe there- 
tore tollow, that there is requitne an equal Number 
of Minutes to go over them, becauſe s continual 
Changes of the Paralax, retards, or puts forward the 
ipparent Motion of the Moon. 

The: c wanted but the 24th Part to the total cover- 
"s of the Sun, and we determined it to be an Echpſe 

ight Digits and an half, (for fo Aſtronomers w_ 
if 
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ir) for to make their Calculanon Juſt, br 
i divide the apparent Diameter of the neo 
Twelve Digits, and every Digit into Srety Minutes, 
In the mean time we obſerved firſt of all, that when 
Three Quarters of the Sun were eclipled, the Day ap- 
peared ma manner not at all changed by it; nay, and 
we could hardly have perceived it, if we had not had 
otherwiſe Notice of it : ſo that an ordinary Cloud 
= almoſt capable of producing the very fame 
cR. 

Secondly, tho' we did not at the height of the 
Eclipſe, ſee more than a lutle Ark of Lighe, yer 
might a Man read very cafily in the Court, the {mal- 
leſt Charafter. I have ſeen ſome Storms that obſer» 
red the Heavens as much as they were at that Time. 

Thirdly, we covid by no means diſcover any Sear, 
tho* we endeavoured it all we could. We only per- 
ceived Ven, which doth not denote any great Obſcu- 
rity, fince this Planet appears often nmes, even at 
ſuch time as the Sun is wholly nfcn above the Horizon, 

The Chmeſe notwithſtanding, were ternbly allarm- 
ed, imagining that the Earth was going ſuddenly to 
invelloped in thick Darkneſs. They made an hide- 
ous Noiſe all abroad, to oblige the Dreges to be gone, 
Iers to this Animal that they attribute all che Jlap- 

arances of the Stars, which come to pabs, ſay they, 
hrnath the Celeſtial Dragon being hunger-birc, holds 
at chat eime the Sun or Moon faſt between his Teeth, 
wich a Deſign to devour them. 

At length the Light returned by Degrees, and caſed 
the Chineſe of thew Trouble ; but we continued our 
Operation, comparing by different Calculations, the 
Greatneſs, Conrinuance, and Ending of this Echple, 
with the different Tables of ancient and modern A- 
Rtronomers. There was allo made at Pekin, Ham. 
cheow, and in ſeveral other Cines of Chizs, the very 
lame Obſervations, which might have ſerved to de- 
Cr» 
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termin the Longitude of all theſe diſterent Places, if 
we had not had more ſure, and cafier Methods to 
know it by. 

Upon the whole ; this Obſervation aftorded an Oc- 
calion to make ſome Reflections upon (everal ather 
Eclipſes, whereot Authors ſpeak diverſly. Herodutws 
Lib. 1. relates that upon the very Day that the King 
of the Medesr, and the King of the Lydsans fought a 
a bloody Battel, the Sun appeared totally echpled. 
The Combat, faith he, laſted a long Time with equal 
Advantage on both f{ides; till all on a ſuddain, thick 
Darknels covered the Earth, and for a whule \uſpery 
ded the Fury of the Soldiers. Father Perez hath pla- 
ced this Ecliple in the Year 599, before the Birth of 
our Saviour, on the gth of Joly, altho' according to 
his Calculation, u ought to ack 9 Digits 22 Mi- 
putes ; imagining, without doubt, that this Parton of 
the Sun echpled, was conſiderable enough to venifie 
ſuch thick Darkneſs which the Hiſtorians mention : 
Neverthelefs,that is fo tar from ſuftcing, that our laſt 
Obſervation ought to convince us, that ſuch an in- 
different Ecliple as that was, could not ſo much as be 
ſeen by the Combatants : So that it is much more 
probable, that this famous Bate! was fought in the 
Year 585 on the 28h day of May, a Day whereon 
there chanced © be a total Echpſe of the Sun, 

Father Putax cannot dilagree with us about this 
laſt Echpſe, but it we reckon ut according to his Ta- 
bles, we ſhall hnd chat it is but of 11 Digits 26 Mt 
nutes, thac is*o lay, not quite fo big as ours; and for 
that Realon, we may ſuppoſe his Tables to be deſc- 
Aive, becauſe the 24th Part of the Sun lufficeth (as 
we have obſerved) to make the Day pretty Clear ; 
notwithſtanding the Hiſtory would make us believe 


that it was obſcure, yea, and crea reſembling the 
darkelt Night: 


In 
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In the Year 310, before the Birth of our Sa- 
viour, Agathesles King of Sicily, failing into Africe 
with his Fleet, bound tor Cartbage, the Sun totally 
diſap ; the Stars were ſeen every where, as if it 
had been Mid-night ; whereupon divers Aſtrono- 
mers, and particularly Ricciolas, are of Opinion, that 
the Tablcs that allow to this Eclipſe a Greatnefs, that 
comes pretty near that of the Total, do fufhciently 
makeout the Hiſtory : Nevertheleſs, it is manifeſt by 
what we have Obſerved, that the Stars would never 
have been perceived, eſpecially in that brigheneſs, and 
after that manner that Dioderss and Tufts ſay they 
did, if ſobe there had been any ſenſible Part of the 
Sundiſcovered, except this ſame Part not being eclip- 
ſed, had not been near the Horizon, as it ha 
in the Year 237, in the beginning of the Reign of 
Gordianas Junior ; tor at that Time the Heavens were 
fo darkened, that ic was impoſhble to know one ano- 
ther without Wax tapers, at leaſt it we give credit to 
Juha Capuolmus. 

The Second Eclipſe we obſerved, fhll more confi- 
derable than the former, was ſeen by Father Tacherd 
in has Voyage into the Indies, he was at Sea on board 
an Holland Veſſel ; and it the Place would have given 
him leave to make ule of Inſtruments, we ſhould ne- 
ver have ſcen any thing more ingemous on this 
Subject, 

The Ecliple appeared Central, that is to (ay, the 
Center of the Moon, was quite oppolite to the Cen- 
ter of the Sun; bur becaule the apparent Diſcs of 
the Sun, was at that time bigger than ther of the 
Moen, there was ſeen in the Heavens, a bright Ring, 
or a great Circle of Light, and what is moſt to be 
wondred at on this Occahon 1, that Father Tachard 
allures us, that this Circle was at leaſt a Fingers 
breadth, which would not agree, neither with che 
Tables of ancacat Aſtronomers, nor of the —_— : 

t 
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but it is no ſuch eaſy Matter, romakea juſt Eſtimate 
ot the bignels of Luminous Bodies, when,ons ju 
only u View; becauſe the Light that ſparkles, 
and 1 , cauleth them evermore to appear much 
bigger than they really are. 

However, theſe fort of Eclipſes which are called, 
Annulary Eclipſes are very rare ; yea, and ſome Ma- 
themaricians are of Opinion, that there cannot be any 
at all , becauſe they ſuppole as a thing granted by all 
hands, that de Diameter of the Moon, even in it's 
Apog am, that 1s, at it's greateſt Diſtance from the 
Earth, was always either equal to ther of the Sun, or 
even len{ibly greater. 

So likewile Kepler writing to Claviw, upon the 
Account of an Awnulary Eclipſe that they had obler- 
ved at Rome on the gth of April, in the Year 1567 

etends that this Luminary Border was nothing elle, 

t a Intle Crown of condenſed Air, entlamed, or 
enhghined by the Sur» beams, broken, or retracted 
in the Atmoſphere of the Moon. This laſt Obler- 
vation may be capable of undeceiving thoſe who may 
have perſiſted obſtinately to follow the like Opinion, 
as well as to diſabule Gaſendus his Diſciples, who ima- 
gin that the Sun cannot flow over the Moon above 
Four Minutes at moſt, that us to lay, by it's iSoth 
Part. 

Beſides theſe Two Ecliples, we have alſo ſeen 
ſome others of leſſer Conlequence, which 1 ſhall tor- 
bear to mention, becauſe they contain nothing cx- 
traordinary. Thoſe of the Moon have moſt employ- 
ed our cune, no: only becauſe they are 1n a greater 
Number, but becaule there is greater difhcule wo ob- 
lerve them well, | 

The brighter the Sun is, the more ſenſible is its 
deledt, and the body of the Moon, very obſcure and 
opake of ic ſelt, depriving us of the hghe of it, doth 
not permit us to doubx lo much as one moment of - 
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beginning or ending of its Eclipſe; but it is not fo 
with the Moon, that does not loſe ws Light but by 
degrees, and by an almoſt inſenhible Dwninution; 
As the Experience we have of it , makes us betrer per- 
ceive all theſe diftculties, than the moſt protound 
Speculations. Will you pleaſe, Sir, to let me acquaint 
you in few Words, what perplexes us the moſt, as to 
this Point. | 

The Earth in its different Aſpets lit bears to the 
Sun, hath always one half of us Globe enlightned; 
whulſt ics other Hemiſphere muſt needs be in Dark- 
neſs, hike a Bowl that is enlightened by a Wax candle 
by Night, ſo that on one fide there s a projection, 
as it were along Tail of Shadow, in faſhion of a Cone, 
the point whereof is very far extended, and loſeth it- 
ſelf at lengthin the vaſt extent of Air. 

When thereiore the Moon by us particular Motion, 

through this tenebrous Space , ſhe loſerth her 

ight, and becomes obſcure herſelt ; but now if we 

could mark the very Moment wherein the enters into 

it, and comes out again, we ſhould know exadtly, the 

—_—_y and ending of the Eclipſe, but ſeveral Ac- 

ents that happen at that time, do not ſuffer us to 
obſerve it with fo great miceneſs. 

Firſt of all, a long time before the Moon touches 
the Shadow , I but juſt now mentioned, 1ts oriental 
Border 1s enlightened only by a {mall Portion of the 
Sun, whuch the Earth deprives her of by hutle and 
hetle, and by picce-meal : fo that at that time, there is 
to be ſeen a kind of Smoak that ſpreads abroad inien- 
fibly upon the Body of the Moon, which often pre- 
cedes x wpter Shadow a Quarter of an Hour; being 
this Smoak always increales, accorting as the Ecliple 
approaches, it 1s fo confounded and mixed with the 
beginning of the Shadow, that it 1s almoſt inpothible 
to diſtinguiſh i trom un. So that nexcher Expenence, 
nor Application, nor yet the belt Telelcopes, can 
han- 
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hinder an able Obſervator from miſtaking ſometimes 
One Minute, nav, and fomenmes Two. 

Secondly, when 1 lay, that the Echpſe cauſed by 
the interpotinon of the Terreſtrial Globe, it is not 
that the Moon 1; then planged mmto us Shadow, which 
never reaches tarther than Fikry Thouſand Leagues, 
luppohng the Earths Diameter to be 1146 Se4- 
Leagues, whereas the Moon, even in her Perigaums, 
is above $y000 Leagues trom the Earth: But the 
Globe of the Earth being encompatled with a thick 
and groſs Air, which we call its Atmoſphere, which 
the Rays cannot quite penetrate ; there is cauſed by 
the interpolition ot thoſe Vapours a new Shadow, 
whole Diameter, and Length, do tar lurpals the rus 
Shadow of the Earth. Now thele Vapors are fo much 
the more Tranſparent, as they are the more Remote 
from us ; whence it comes to pals, that they alſo make 
a more taint Shadow at the beginning and end of the 
Echpſe, and conſequently, they do not afford that 
Liberty to Oblervators, to determin them with any 
exatnels. 

You may underſtand by that, Sir, why we often 
diſcover the Moon, yea, at the very height of the E- 
cliple fo far as to diſtinguiſh her ſmalleſt Spors ; 
why ſhe paints herſelf at that time in fo various Co- 
lors, for ſh: appears Red, Aſh colored, lron-gray, 
Bluiſh or ſomewhat inclning to Yellow, inlomuch, 
that ſhe ſeems to be herſelt ſenhible of her faihngs, 
and ſhews certain hgns of her difterent Paſhons. You 
ſee on the contrary, why in ſome certain Ecliples, ſhe 
totally diſappears, and ſteals quite our of our light, 
All this doth no queſtion happen from the Nature 
of this Atmoſphere, which changes perpetually, and 
thereby produces thele dificrent cttects. 

In the Third Place, whenthe Moon begins togrow 
dark near the Horizon, it s yet more dithcule to ob» 
ſerve well the beginning of un; and a Man muſt __ 
pC* 
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ſpecial Notice, that the Time of this apparent begin- 
ning, compared with the Time of its ending, doth nox 
ye you the middle of the Eclipſe exattly , becauſe 
Te Vapors are much more groſs at the Horizon, than 
they are at Thirty or Forty Degrees of clevation. 

Fourthly, altho the dire& Rays of the Sun do not 
paſs through the Armoſpbere of the Earth, yer are there 
a great many of them, that turning ahide, or as they 
ſpeak by being breken by r:fr ao, may enlighten the 
Border of the Moon, and conſequently hander the 
Shadow from being exactly Terminated. 

Fikthly, = ſometimes cometh to paſs, that the Sha- 
dow begins to touch the Oriental Edge of the Moon, 
at he Pac where the Spots are more obſcure than 
thoſe of the Occidental Border, which makes, that a 
Man cannot judge « ally of the End and the Begin- 
ning; we owe,Sir, all this Refining of Aſtronomy, to 
the modern Oblerrators: The Ancients went more 
roundly to work in this matter, and Tyco Brabe him- 
ſelf, <1d not yet hit of it with all his Subviley. 

But the Moderns have been more ingemous to 
find out theſe Diftculties, than to find out an Expedi- 
ent to ſurmount them ; and we have more than once 
experienced in our Obſervations, that it is not with- 
out extreme Trouble, that one arrives at that exat- 
nes, which 1 required by the Learned of our Age; 
vet have we this Advantage, that we are a great ma- 
ny Obſervators together, and that weare able by com- 
municating our Nonons and Doubes one to another, 
to come nearer the Truth. Beftides the Heavens have 
ſupplied us With a great many Eclipſcs of the Moon ; 
and there ravh but tew Years paſt, but we might have 
obſerved Onie or Iwo. 

But amongſt this great Number, that which hap- 
pened on the Eleventh ot December 1685, was the 
moſt favourable to us; we were at that time at Siam : 
The King to whom we had predicted i, and who de 


tucd 
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fwed to try the _apar oy arr fr 


to render Aſtronomy, i! pothble, 
3 ir was become in Exrepe, 
of the Royal Obſervatory un FP 


events of this World. 

This Projget of the King of Siam, fo favourable 
to Fraxce, to natural Scences, and to Religion, was 
quickly pat in execution ; but the Death of that 
Prince overthrew ic almoſt in an Inſtant, and 
ped the Face of all Things The Troubles that then 
aroſe, forced our Mathematician Mifhonanes to ab- 
ſent themlelves, and thereby cauſed, it I may fo lay, 
a kind of an Echpſe, which hath fo 1 wed 
thoſe People of the European Sciences, —_ Laght of 
the Goſpel: Yer thele Clouds begin to be diſpelled. 
They are very carneſt to have us come back again : 


but we have learnt by wotul Ex & not to rely 
too much upon the good Wall & ances place 
all our Contidence in &:w, who alone can when « 
{ſcems good to tum, bring Light out of Darkneſs. 
Thy laſt Eflay, tor all that, hath been of fome Uſe 
to Aſtronomy, and we can aflure you, that the Lu» 


nar Ecliples oblerved at Saw, Loavucan, Fontubery, 
. Perkin, 


likewilc bay = dat —— 
to t y- 

Alkho the Science of Comers be not of fo grand a 
Conſequence , yet is it not lels admirable ; nay, me» 
thinks the Curiohty of the Learned, ſhould be fo 


much the more ſpur'd on to attempe the 
way, asit is naodinibe ſarnfhe ——_ 
for it 1s more than probable, that the wit of Man wall 
not be able in a long ume, co dive incoche bottom of 
theſe marvellous Þ benomens. 

Comets aro fo Rare, of fo ſhort Conrinuance, and 
ſo difterent themſelves, that if they be new 
Bodies, that are and deſtroyed in the Hea- 
vens; it is very hard, and in a manner impoſlible ro 
lay down al Rules of their Monons, or to prog- 
noſticate their Appearance, and Continuance, if choy 
be real Planets. 

We have had the oportunity to oblervs Two of 
them, the firſt was ſeen 1n a Province in the King- 

dom of Siam, on the confines of Cambeze towards the 
*Sea-Coalt. It was in the Month of Azgu# 1656. 
It cut the Equator, paſſing from North to South, in 
the 11 1th Degree of right Aſcenhon ; and ns own 
particular Monton that broughe it ftill near the Sun, 
quite abſorpe it, at leſt, into the Sun-beams 
The Second appeared at Panticbery, Muluces, and 
Pekin, in the Month of December, 168g. Its Motion 
Was Contrary to that of the former, ut removed trom 
the Sun, and came nearer the Southern Pole, run- 
ming over the Conſtellations, Lopm and Centanray, 
where « diſappeared in the beginning of 7 exwary to 
the enſung Y ear. 

It we have but a ſmattering in the Science of Co- 
mets, yet un recompence we are luthcaently inſtruct- 
ed in what relates to Wk and what our Altrs 

no 
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namers have dilcovered at Paris, fince the Eſtablich- 
ment of the Oblervatory, » already matter of Com- 
fort to us, for the Negligence or Ignorance of the 
Ancients. 

Amongſt the different ways of going to work bow 
to determin their place in the Heavens, the moſt plain, 
and withal the moſt exaR, is, totake notice of their 
Conjunction with the hixt Stars It s near a Thou- 
land Years ago, that Saws the higheſt of all the 
Planets appeared cloſe by the Equator , and near a 
&trar of the Third Magnicude, frruate in the Southern 
Shoulder of Vage. Tycbe in bs cane obſerved it in 
the ſame Sign; and we allo have ſeen it near Spice 
Voginu, but with this Advantage, that the Tele- 
ſcopes we made uſe of, makes our Obſervation 1n- 
comparably more exact, than sbeſe of the Ancients ; 
who, for that purpoſe, made only uſe of their naked 
Eye, always detedive, at ſuch a great Diſtance, elpo- 
cially in reſpe& of the Stars, whoſe apparent Du- 
meter 15 augmented by the Light, and by a kind of 
Come of ſparkling Rays, according to the Lang 
of Aſtronomers, that refle from their whole body, 
which makes it many times appear where indeed 1t 
15 Not. 

Whereas a good Teleſcope makes them lebs glitter- 

ing, rounds them, gives them cheir true Bugnels, and 

ſo approaches them to the Eyes, that one does like- 

wiſe diſtinguiſh them one trom another, cven when 

they touch one another at the Edges, or Borders, 
when they are juſt upon unxing together. 

Thus we determined the place = by the ap: 
proaching of ewo Stars of the Scorpions Head, thet 
ot the Moon, by her Conjundtion with the Antares, 
or Heart of the Scorpion, and thet of Venus, that pailed 
near a Star of the I hurd Magnitude belonging to the 


{ame Sign. 


Thr 
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This Conjunttion of Fupier and Mears that hap- 
pened about the end of Fe , 1697, did alſo cake 

leveral day We were at that time at Loawvran, 
where the King of Siam, who took a pride in Afro» 
nomy, did obſerve it m Perſon with an earneftneſs 
and uncahneſs, that ſhewed more of Superſticion, 
than Natural Cunohey. 

He had a fancy that this Conun@tion would be 
fatal ro him, and that it was an affured prognofti- 
cation of his Death. We endeavoured, bur all in 
vain, to undeceive him, by Af. Confance his principal 
Miniſter of State, whom we made apprehenfive, 
that the Events of this lower World have no Com- 
muncanon with the particular Monon of the Pla- 
nets ; and, that altho' our Deſtiny ſhould depend 
thereon, yet the King was no more concern'd in it, 
than the moſt abjet of his Subjets, for whom the 
Sun and the Stars do as well turn round, as tor the 
greatoft Potentare upon Earth. 

Nevertheleſs theſe Reaſons, nor abundance of ©- 
thers, could fer him to nghts* He fill maintain'd 
that his Reign was not to laſt long, and that he ſhould 
be a dead Man within a few days In cfte& he died 
the next Year; bur it was in vain tor him to feek for 
the cauſe of hw death in the Heavens, which he car- 
ned above him tor ſeveral Years: an habmual Di- 
ſtemper did extreamly crouble him at thae very eime, 
and that, without doube, was the true ground of hi 
Fear and Prediction, 

[ do not know, Sir, whether or no theſe Obſerva- 
tions will appear fingular and odd to you; yer, me- 
thinks, this at lcaft which 1 am going to have the ho- 
nour of relating to vou, docs a little deferve your ats 
tention. 

You know that Mercary hitherto hath been the leaſt 
known, and (it | may fo lay) the leaſt crahtable of all 
the Planets: Always ablorpt in the rays of the Sun, 

Ih k 3 or 
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or in the vapoury of the Horizon, be contnually flies 


wicems, all the courtmgs and carcſles of Aſtrono- 
mers, who are put to as much trouble to fix bi in 
the Heavens, as Chymiſts are to fix thezr Mercury 
upon Earth. 

We read in the Life of Charlemagne, that the Ma- 
themancans of his times, delparring of ever being able 
to ablerre hum well, when he was the fartheſt remote 
from the Sun, cndcavoured to hind him in the Sun 
x ſelf, under which they ſuſpected he night ſome- 
umes paſs. They ſuppoled they bad there jtound hum 
in the Moath of April $07. or rather $08. except the 
Hiſtorian counted the beginning of the Year at that 
nme from Eafer : In ctte&, a black Spot appeared 
in the Sun cight days, tho' his going un and coming 
out were hindered by a Cloud. 

[ wonder this Obſervation could have been ableto 
make them judge that this was Mercwy, who is fo far 
trom ſpending eight days in running over fuch a little 
ſpace, that he muſt, according to has natural courle, 
fniſh i in a very tew hours; beſides that, it us. ut- 
terly impolbbie tor a Man to perceive him in the Sun, 
without the help of a Teleſcope, and that too a very 
good one. What therefore they therh ſaw, or luppo 

to lee, was, without doubt, a Spot, not unlike thoſe 
that have fo often appeared fiance, but bigger than 
ordinary, and conſpicuous cnough to be dilcovered 
by the bare ſight, | 

Gaſſendur was more fortunate, Awwe 1631, on the 
ſeventh of Nevember. The Oblervation he made of 
it hath rendered tum fo tamous, that forme Authors 
to do him Honour, have dedicated thear Books to him, 
as a Perſon to whom Aſtronomy was infirutely obli- 
ged; Some others alſo have ſgnaliz'd Cenflien by 
this curious diſquiſition ; we are the laſt that have had 
occaſion to untate them, but our Obſervation perad- 
venture may not deſerve the meancſt cſteem of all 
thole which have been made. We 
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We were at Canon, a Maritim Town of Chir, 
and pretry well known by the Earepeans Traffick. We 


apply'd our felves to che parncular of the 
Motion of this Planet, and that made us mdge. that 
ie would not be altogether im to diſcover it in 


the San, on the tenth day of ber, 1699. to that 
end we prepared two excellene Telleſcopes, the one 
of 5 foor, that bore a reticels equal to the diameter, 
dhvided into ewelvre, equal parr, and the other of 
ewelve foo, with its reticu/s, compoſed of four Threads, 
one whereof repreſented a Parallel, and the other the 
Meridian, the two others cut them at the Angle of 
forry hve degrees; we alſo reaified our Pendulum: : 
Beſides all this, the Heavens were exceeding clear and 
ſerene; and bating the Wind, which was a little vio- 
ent, we cwuld with for nothing to the exaneſs of 
our Obſervation. 

Mercury appeared to us hke a black point or ſpeck, 
which entring into the body of the Sun, run over i ; 
in three hours and a half, or thereabours, we exactly 
obſerved its time, entrance, departure, its diſtance 
from the Echpuac, its apparent {wiftnefs, longityde 
and diameter. We underſtood likewife by that, wich 
the greateſt certainty in the World, that this Planet 
hath no proper hight of its own; that ins Body s O- 
pake, and that it 1s at leaſt, fomenmes lefs diſtane 
trom us thin.che San, the which could not formerly 
be determined but only by conjeRure. 

We owe, Sir, thele fine Diſcoveries to the Inventi- 
on of Oprick Glaſſes and Teleſcopes, as we do a great 
many other things, which im theſe latter Ages are the 
Subjet of the New Aſtronomy. So that as by means 
of Microſcopes, we mulc1ply the moſt hmple Bodies, 
and magnife the moſt minute, and almoſt mſentible 
ones ; fo hkewiſe by help of theſe Teleſcopes, we 2 
proach to our eyes the moſt diſtane Objects, and 
abridge thoſe infinite ſpaces that ſzparate the Firma- 

KK?! ment 
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ment fromghe Earth ; Art having in a manner farced 
Neture to ſuffer Men to have free commerce with 
Heaven for nme to come, and let Mathemancians 
_ more cahly into a kind of Society with the 

Ars. 

We find at preſent Mountains and Precpics in 
the Moon, we diſcern us leaſt Shadows, that increaſe 
or decreaſe, according to the different poſture of the 
Sun; we meaſure the mecule of Planets, we have a 
ſhrewd gueſs of their Colours, Litudes, of their cir- 
cular Moton about their Center. It is by that, chat 
Men have perceived that prodigious Ring that ap 

cared in the Air, ſulpended about Setwrs in lorm of a 
Vaule, or like a Brdge, that would encompals the 
whole Earth without Arches, without Piles, withour 
any other ſupport, bende the umtorm weight and 
perfet cominuty of its parts. 

Galilee and many other Aſtronomers, have in vain 
put their Brains on the rack to explain this Myſtery ; 
they look'd upon this Planet as another Proteas, always 
changing, always diftering from i felt ; to day round, 
then oval, by and by Armed with ewo Ava of 
Haht\dles, that opened or ſhut according to the time 
of the Revolunon: Or elle accompanied with ewo 
lictle Stars, chat vaulted up and down without ever 
torſaking it: Laſtly, cut in the middle with a broad 
wr Swaithing-band, whole extremes were ex- 
rended far beyond its Sphere. 

We have a long time examined this wonderful 
Work of the Omnipotence of our Creator ; and not- 
withitanding we cannot but admire Af. Hugens his 
Ingenuny, who hath reduced to ſuch a plain and fa 
cile Syſtem, all theſe ſeeming wregularmes, yet for 
all that, we muſt confeſs that we are ignorant of 
much more of ut, than that Learned Aſtronomer was 
able to diſcover to us. 
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It is lefs difficule to explain the difterent Figures 
of Mer, Mercury, and Vow, which 2 red to us 
ſomenmes _—_ ſometimes gibbole, times di- 
cotemiled, and ever and anon in faſhion of a Bow, 
or Sickle; and the truth is, when Yew approaches 
© ts bs Table bo als ren, Fon 

appears in t er rom 
the New Moon, that it is very cahie for one to com- 
mit a miſtake. 

| do remember, that cauling a Chineſe to obſerve 
it in this poſture, who had bur lietle skoll in Aſtrono- 
mical Secrets, he did no longer doube, but preſently 
gave hs aſſent, and making him at the ſame taks 
notice of the Moon at a place in the Heavens not 
far remote; He cried out joy, and told me then, 
that he now comprehended that which had always 
perplext hum. I did wet know, fays he ſeriouſly, how 
the Moen could change Faces [o often, and apprar ſounne- 
times in ile wax, and [ornetines in the wane, but now 1 
perevive it it & Rady compoſed of [rural parts, which 
ſometimes it taken in piects, and _ togetber 4+ 
gain after ſome cortain times; for to day at leaff, I [rn 
one baif of it on one fide, and one batlf mn the other. 

The Knowledge alſo that we have acquired by 
Teleſcopes, concerning the number of the Sears, 1s 
hkewiſe more curious. That large Foſcie that em» 
braces almoſt the whole Heaven, which they com- 
monly call for whiteneſs the Milky way, s a conge- 
ries of an infinxe number of Minute Sears, each one 
of which in particular, hath noe ſtrength enough to 
ae our eyes; no more can the Nevelo(e, whole 
dun and confuled Light is like to a lictle Cloud, or 
head of a Comer , Yr eg aA compound ot leveral 
Sears ; fo they reckon thirty fix of them in that of 
Praſeye cancri, twenty one 1n that of Orian, torty 1n 
the Plaade,, ewelve in the hngle Star, that makes 
the muddle of the Sword of Ories, fire hundred i 
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the extent of two degrees of the ſame Conſtellation, 
and ewo thouland hve hundred in the whole : 
which hath gyen occaſion to ſome to wnagin, 

the number of them » inha«e, | 

At leaſt mis true that the prodigeous bigneſs of each 
Star, which according to dwfter but little from 
the Sun ; that is to lay, whole Globe is perhaps a thou- 
land nmes bigger than that of the Earth, which ne- 
vertheleſs appears but as a Point in the Heavens, 
ought to convince us of the vaſt extent of the Uni- 
verie, and of the infince Power of us Author. 

I cannot, Sir, hniſh this Diſcourſe, before 1 have 
ſpoken of ſome Obſervations we have made of the 
Sarellves Theie arc fo many linle Planets that be» 
long to the train of bugger ones, which were derect- 
ed in our Age, they cuntnually turn about Satery, 
Jaruer, and Mari, &c. ſome nearer, and lome farther 
oft trom the center of theur monon; they fculk fome- 
times belynd their Body, fomenmes again they are 
plunged into their Shadow, from whence they come 
out more ſplendid; nay, u even happens, that when 
they arc between the Sun and their Planer, they E- 
chiple one part of it. 1 have fometrmes beheld with 
2 great deal of delight, a black Point, that run upon 
the diſcas of Jupurr, which one would have taken for 
a blemiſh, yer in fie was nothing elſe but the ſha- 
dow of one of thele Seirbarr, that cauled an Ecliple 
upon its Globe, as the Moon does upon the Earth, 
when by her Interpoſntion the deprives it of the Sun's 
light. We do not know for what particular ule Na- 
ture hath deſigned thele Satebaer in the Heavens, but 
that which we Aſtronomers make uſe of them, 
very uſetul tor the perteRtion of Geography; and 
lince 8. Caſins hath communicated hn Tables to the 
Oblervators, one may ealily and in a very ſmall name, 
determine the Longitude of the principal Ciaes of the 
World. Infomuch that it the uregular Monon of 7 

w 
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would perro us to make uſe of the Teleſcopes at Sea, 
the Saence of Navigation would be perfe@t enough 
to ma ke long Voyages wich a great deal of fafery. 

We have obſerved the immer flans and exverfiont of the 
Satellines Foou ut Siam, Loworan, Fontichery, at the 
Cape of Geed Hope and in ſeveral Cities of Chine ; 
but the obſervations made at Nimpe and Chembey, that 
are the moſt Eaſtern Cities, have reduc'd the great 
Continent to its erue limes, by curing off above five 
hundred from the Country, that never fubly- 
Ned but in the imagination of the antient Geogre- 


Since, Sir, 1 ſpeak of what reſpets the periedtion 
of Geography, | ſhaſl cell you moreover that we have 
taken ſome painsro derermine the Latitude of Coaſts 
Ports, and the moſt confiderable Cines of the Ef 
by ewo other methods. Firſt, By a newber of 
Obſerranons about Meridian A of the Sun 
and Stars. Secondly, By divers Maps, and Sea 
ond oy det ng 
invert or ; a Rutter, of , 
for hnding out the Courſe of a Veſſel from — 
Pekin, from Prim to Ham choow 5; where we 
ommed nothing that may any way contribute to the 
perfet knowing of the Country, fo that the particula» 
ricies of ic w 11 my Opinion too ; nay, and crea 
t00 troubleſome to thole, who in theſe forts of Relati- 
ons, do rather ſeek after dehghe than profir. 

I have alſo by me the Courſe of the Rivers that 
lead from Nankis to Canton, it s the Work of wo 
or three months, and a tedious one too I'll affure 


5o6 Obſervations Mathematical and 
our hand, and we always took care to obſerve ever 
and anon upon the Road, the Meridian Altitude of 
every particular Sear, to corret our eftimare, and de- 


termine more exattly the Latitude of the principal 
er Er " 


——r-_ yet ſome later Refletions have wars Tu P 
tote whatice or node fre had mar really ſome m- 


ing this laſt Map I but now mentioned, ſeems to back 
this laſt Opinion. 

For in the Provinces of Canes, and Kienf, is tobe 
ſeen a Mountain out of which iſſues two Rivers, the 
one flows towards the South ; and after it has watered 
fifty Leagues of the Country , it dibmbogues mro the 
Sea near the Ciry of cheew, the other flows con- 
tary, viz. tothe North, croſſes leveral Provinces for 
_ of two hundred Leagues, and turns ahde 

y, andenters into the Eaſt Sea, or Sea of Fe 
ry inſomuch that the exmwbouchenrs, or mouths of the 
ewo Rivers are not diſtant one from another (if 
do bur even follow the Coaſts that fe ————_ 
bove three hundred Leagues or therea 

Nevertheleſs, the Northern River nw more ra- 
ors its whole Courle, than theſe of the South, and 

beſides four umes longer, i mult needs be that 
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the Seas, pays toy ek __ have a diftcrenc 
elevation, or w t5 are not upon 
he {elf {ame level. 

[ ſhall not ſpeak, Sir, of ſeveral other Maps, where- 
in we have «þ part of the Coaſts of Coremende!, 
of OA Molucca, Marg, and of be- 

they have not yet _—_—_ to that 
cus oy able to give them hereafter. 
_———— them that at preſent may ven- 
ter to come abroad : the one reprelencs the entrance 
into the Port of , the moſt ous in all the 
World, by reaſon of « ; multicude of Likes, and Rocks 
that cover it on all ſides ; and put the soltulleſt Pr 
lots toa ſtand We have lubjoined thereto the Courle 
from Siam to Chins, with a proſpet of the chief 
Coaſts, or Ifles that are not met with by the way. 

The other is ſtill more cunous, and indeed the only 
one in iis Kind, the lutle occation the Exreprars have 
hitherto had to Sail into the great Tartan, ——_—— 
qo to make uſe, mn their Deſcriptions of it 

know not what memorandums, (o lictle Sf T 
with cruth ; that, as far as I fee, they have 
ſer themſelves to deprive us of the know 
But the War breaking out, fome years ago, 
the Emperor of Chime and the Duke of Moſcovy, hey 
have on all hides diligently examined the hmits of 
Realms, the bigneſs of Provinces, the fertilicy of 
Lands, Rivers, Mountains, Deſerts, and whatſoever 
could an way be advantageous to theſe ewo Provinces, 
and might conduce in time to come, to conclude a 
fold Peace berween them. 

Belades that tell inco Father Ger- 
bullen's hands, the Father hath alſo taken ſeveral Jour- 
nies of three or four hundred Leagues into the very 
Heart of the Country ; por nc 
Welt, (omerimes to the ing as much as 


pollibly could be, the Longitude, ; and Lad of th 
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moſt remarkable Places. So that the Map that he 
hath drawn out, begins at preſent to ſupply us with a 
right 1des of the dilpolcion, and fruation of this vaſt 
Cou 


nery. 

Amongſt the things that are moſt ſingular in that 
Country, one may oblerve a ndge of Mountains, 
that are exrended (o far into the Sea berween che Eaſt 
and North, that it hath been, to this day, almoſt im- 
poſſible for Manners to know or double its Cape; 
which makes ſome ſuſpe& that this part of Afe may 
| ome po ggys be at this place contiguous to the firm 

d of Americs, We have be all this, made 
ſeveral Obſervations concerning the variation of the 
Needle upon Tides, upon the length of a fingle Pen- 
dulum, which may however contribute ing to 
the Perfetion of Arts and Sciences. 

Yer theſe general Obſervations have not ſo much 
taken up our time but that we have ſpared ſome to 
examine what there is in the Eaſt moſt curious, in the 
way of Natural Philoſophy, Anatomy, and Botany. 

Our Sojourning at Sem afforded us an opportunity, 
to view ſeveral parnicular Animals, which we feldom 
or never-lee m Europe; as for example the Elephant, 
the Nature of which we have deſcnbed, as allo its 
Dociblenels, Strength, Courage, Dexterity, the in- 
terior, and exterior Contexture of all its Parts ; to- 

her with divers other Properties , that the very 
People of that Country, that are accuſtomed to them, 
cannot chuſe bur admire. 

There have we ſeen Tygres, much different from 
theſt that are ſometimes to be ſeen in Frexce, and 

Countries ; whether you look upon the colour, 
which us rediſh fallow, interlaced with large black 
ſtreaks, or whether you reſpe& the bigneſs, which 
ſorenmes is equal to the bigneſs of Horſes ; they 
call chem Royal Tygre:: thoſe they call Water Tygres 
do exactly relemble a Cat. They hve upon Fiſh, __ 

0 
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Oy live 1n Woods, or upon the Banks of 
vers 
There 1 likewiſe to be ſeen your Rhinecrrss's, one 
of the oddeſt Animals in the World, in my Opinion, 
it hath ſome reſemblance with a wild Boar, only ic 
is a little bigger, the Feer of « fomewhat thicker, and 
the Body more clouterly ſhaped ; ns Hide is covered 
all over with thick large Scales, of a blackiſh colour, 
of an extraordinary hardnels ; they are divided into 
latle ſquares, or buttons, ning about a quarter of an 
inch above the Skin, in a manner hke theſe of the 
Crocodile ; us Legs ſeem to be engaged in a kind of 
Boot, and its Head wrap'd about behind wich a flat 
Capuche, or Monks Hood ; which made the Ports- 
geeſe to call him the India» Monk : is Head is thick 
and groſs + uns Mouth not wide ; us Muzzle thruſt our, 
and armed with a long thick Horn, that makes him 
ternible to the very Tygres, Butulo's and nts 
But that which ſeems the moſt admirable in this 
Animal, s irs Tongue, which Nature hath covered 
with ſuch a rough Membrane, that it differs bu lice 
trom a File, fo that i Hlees off the Skin of all that « 
licks In a word, as we lee fume Animals here 
that make a good Ragoult of Thaltles, whole lictle 
icks tickle the Fibres, or the extremines of the 
erves of the Tongue : fo likewile your Rhinccerer, 
takes delight un cating Branches of Trees, armed on 
all ſides with fbf Thorns, 1 have often given ic ſome 
of them, whoſe prickles were very hard and long, and 
I admired how cunnungly and greedily it bended thean 
unmediatly, and champ d them im its Mouth wwhout 
doing ulelt any harm. Tis true indeed, they ſome: 
times drew blood of him ; but that very ttrng made 
them more pleaſant to the Tait ; and theie jircie flight 
Wounds, made probably n+ other impreſhon upon 
its Tongue, than Salt and P:pper does upca ours. 


What 
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What 1s tobe (cen in the Ile of Bernes, is yet more 
remarkable, and furpaſſech all that ever the Hiſtory 
of Animals hath hitherto related co be moſt admirable, 
the People of the Country aſlore us, as a thing no- 

known to be true : that they find 1n the 
Woods a fort of Beaſt, called the Sovegemes ; whole 
Shape, Stature, Countenance, Arms, Legs, and ©- 
ther Members of the Body, are fo like ours, that ex- 
cepiing the Voice only, one ſhould have. much ado 
not to reckon them equally Men with certain Bar- 
bariansin who do not much differ from Beaſts. 

This wild or Savage Man, of whom [ ſpeak, is un- 
dued with extraordinary ſtrength, and norwnhſtand- 
ing he walks but upon rwo Legs ; yet 1s he fo ſwift of 
Foot, that they have much ado to out run him. Peo- 
ple 1» him, as we do Stags here, 
and this fort of Hunting 1 the Kings uſual Drvertiſe- 
ment. Hy Skin 1s all hairy, his Eyes funk mm his 
Head, a ſtern Countenance, tanned Face ; but all 
his Lineaments are pretty proportionable, alcho* harſh, 
and thickned by the Sun. 1 learn'd all theſe paraculars 
trom one of our chief Freech Merchants, who hath 
remained ſometime upon the Iilnd. Neverthelels, 
I do not believe a Man ought to give much Credit 
to ſuch fort of Relations, neither muſt we a 
rezxe& them as fabulous ; but wait till the unammous 
Teſtimonies of ſeveral Travellers may more particu- 
larly acquaint us with the cruth of «. 

Paſting upon a time from Chine to the Coaſt Core 
mandel, 1 did my ſelt ſee in the Straits of Molaces a kind 
of Ape, that might make credible that which 
L juſt now related concerning the Sovege was. 

le marches naturally upon its ewo hind Feer, which 
it bends a Intle, like a Dogs that hath been taught co 
dance, it makes ule of its ewo Arms as we do; it 
Vilage 1s in a manner as well favoured as their's of 
the Cape of Gred Hope 5 but the Body 1s all oe 

ver 
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vered with a white, black, or Wooll : as to the 
reſt, ic cnes exactly like a Child ; che whole outward 
Action us fo human, and the Paſſions fo lively and 
hgnifhcant, that dumb Men can ſcarce ——_——— 
their Conceptions and Appetites. They do elpect- 
ally appear to be of very kind Nature ; and to ſhew 
their AﬀeRtions to Perſons they know and love, they 
embrace them, and kils them with tranſports that fur- 
priſe. a Man. They have alſo a certain motion, that 
we meet not with in any Beaſt, very proper to Chul- 
dren, that is to make a noiſe with their Feer, for joy 
or (pight, = nc od or retules them what they 


long tor. 

Alcho' they be very big, (for that I ſaw was at leaſh 
four Foot high) cher nimblenels and (hghe 1s incre- 
dible ; it is beyond expreſſion to fee them run 
up the tackling of a Ship, where they fomenmes play 
as if they had a particular knack of vaulting to them- 
ſelves, or as if they had been paid, like our Rope Dan» 
cers, to divert the Company. 

Somenmes ſuſpended by one Arm, they poile 
themlelves for lomenme negh ently to ery them- 
ſelves, and then turn, all on the ſudden, round about 
a Rope with as much quicknels as a Wheel, or a 
fling that is once put in motion ; ſometimes holdin 
the ſucceſhvely with cheir long Fingers, an 
letting whole Body fall into che Aur, they run 
tull ſpeed from one to the other, and come back a- 
gain with the ſame (wittnels. There is no Poſture 

they umitate, nor monon but they pertorm ; bend- 
ing themſelves hike a Bow, rowhng bke a Bowl, 
hanging by the Hands, Feer, and Teeth, according 
co the different fancies which their whumhical imagi- 
nation lupplics them with, whuch chey a& 11 the moſt 
diverting manner imaginable; but cheir Agilicy co 
fling themlclyes trom one Rope to another, at thirty 
and hiry Foot dultance, is yet more lurpriung, 
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So likewiſe, that we might the oftner have this paſ- 
time, we cauled five or fax of our Powder-Moakies, 
or Cabin- Boys trained up to this way of clic u 
the Cords to follow them ; then our A cut 
iatkgipes and (hide wich fo much cuaning- 
neſs along the Maſts, Sail yards, and Tackling of the 
Ship, chat leemed ratherto fly than run, fo much 
did theic Agility ſurpaſs all that ever we have ob 
ſerved in other Animals. 

Crocodiles being lictle known in Exrope, and fo 
common in the 4, it has been our care to examine 
their Property,and whole Srufture. Peradvenure, Sir, 
our former ions will be of ſome uſe hereafter, 
for the Projzet they laid, and carried on pretty far in 
the Academy, for the perteting of Anatomy. We 
have added thereto ſome Anatomical remarks ac- 
companied with Figures about the Tockazes, lo named 
becauſe they pronounce very frequently, and diſtinctly 
this Word. They are huge Lizards or ſmall Croco- 
diles, found all over the Woods in Siam, as alſo in the 
Fields, and in Houſes. 

The Cameleon is hkewile another fort of Lizard of 
between cight and ten inches un , which lerved 
for a ſubje& to our Obſervations, there are of them 
to be ſeen upon the Coalt of Cormmendel, and we 
breed of them at our Houle un Poxtichery, for they do 
not live u _=_ onde £6 Tone — _ 
wruten, for cat, v wy. Ih 
true indeed, that being of a very cold and moiſt tem- 
per, they can paſs ſeveral daies without Aliment, but 
at the long run, if you give them none at all, you 
ſhall ſee them dwindle away by degrees, and at 
dic tor Hunger. 

Upon the whole, every thing is very odd in the 
Cameleon, us Eyes, Head, Belly, are exceeding big ; 
and alchough « hath four parts, as a Lizard, yet is x 
lo very (low in all is motions, that it crawls _ 
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This Animal really is very familar, and there is 
go Viaaher piege Dag, Aevns more prettily with a 
Man = — ry gs 4. 
wo ruſted w -_ {narling at 
time, pad. Jelle furicully wpen- choſe who will -be 
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t 15 a mortal Enemy, whach it takes by the 
ingly, that it receives no hart by it. lt 
is at no leſs enmity with Cameleons, which at the ve- 


tn nec why wy a fear, that 
they immediately as flat as a Flounder, and 


: 
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India bei 
produces 4 great number of other Animals; there 
. Serpents of all (rzcs, 

pretty 1 Vaniety ot Colours, 
if it. were not for the natural Antipathy that we 
this kind of Beaſt, 1 ſcarce know any thing 
Eye could take greater Delight in. The Peo- 
Sram are not fo nice as we in this reſpect ; 
y catch a prodigious number of them in the 
, and cxpole them to lale in the Markets like 
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Yet there is a particular kind” of them that they 
do not eat, they are preſent Porfon, and that with- 
out Relicf ; they call them Cobre capels : ſome others 
are ſhorr, and of a triangular form, fo that they al- 
ways Creep upon one of their three Facesy others al- 
fo are ſtill more 04d, have no Tail, their Extremines 
are terminated by ewo Heads exattly alike in ap- 
pearance, but very different in cffet, in as much as 
the one hath not, as the other, the common Uſe of 
its ns; for in theſe latter the Lips are join'd, the 
ny wy the Eye lids quite cover the Eyes, whilſt 
—_—_— ſees, hears, and guides all the reſt of 
t 1 

Yet an man at Madrar, who kept one ind 
his Houſe for Curiofity ſake, aſſured me that every 
fix Months the Organs of this ſecond Head diſcloſed 
by litle and lietle, and that on the contrary, hoſt of 
the oppoſite Head, by cloling themſelves, ceaſed tn 


Bur God being no lefs wonderful in the leaſt chings 
than he is in the greateſt, there are a prodigions num- 
ber of Inſets that might deſerve the moſt = Re- 
fetions There you may lee certain Flies that Na- 
tare hath painted of ſuch a lwely yellow, fo pohſh'd 
and ſhining, that the moſt curious gilding does not 
come near it. Some others are bur pomes ot Loghe, 
that always glow and emit Rays all night long; all 
the Air appears as if fer on fire with i« when they 
tir; and when they lighe u Leaves or Branches, 
the 1 recs reſemble, atar of, cho Fire wor is they 
make in the Indies tor (olemn HNiammarnons. 


HE Ti44 


$16 Obſervations Mathematical and 


Ther whe Piſmires, every where to be found 
what Care focver Men take to deſtroy them, are ve- 
Gr pokes! and 6 here Prepe Theg 

, r natur 
are cx {mall, of a foft SnabRance, white, and 
ſomerrmes a roſſetty ; they are multiplied «d = 
fanm; and whenſoever they have once got into an 
Hotiſe or Apartment, nothing but the black Pifrures 
can drive them out ; they have ſach ſharp Teeth, 
and fo penetrating, that they not only pierce 
in one night the greateſt Bails, Cloth, Wool, Silk, 
and all other Scuffs, but even Cabiners and 
the Wood of which becomes in a few days all worm- 
eaten ; they* even ſpoil Wood, , and Silver 
upon which you may ſomenmes di the figns and 
marks of thar Irtle Teeth : Norwnhftanding all ths, 
there great Probability that this Effe& proceeds 
more from the lar Quality of their Salive, 
which is a kind of diſſolving Menfran and ats 
at that time much after the ſame manner as Aque 
farts does here npon our Merals. 

Even the very Graſhoppers are extraordinary ; there 
are ſome of them in Sam that breed upon the Boughs 
of Trees, and are, it I may venture oo lay fo, their 
Fruit in « manner, for the Leaves, preſerving their 
natural Figure and Colour, grow lomewhat thicker, 
their tides throw out on cach hand a kind of green 
Filaments, mm faſhion of long Legs, one of the Ex- 
eremitics of the Leaf extends bke a Tail, and the other 
waxes round like a Head, all which, m procefs, 
animated, and metamorpholed into a Graſhopper. 
This is what the People of the Country report, who 
pluck chem from the Branches themielves ; we have 
ſeen great tore of them, and ir is true that the Leat 
appears entire with ws Fibres, or at leaft nothing does 
more reſemble a Leaf than the Body of this Animal. 
It chis be true, this Tree is no leſs to be wondered 

at 
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at than that whole Leaves dropping into the Sea, in 
a ſhot time turns to Seland Geeſe, as forue Natura- 
liſts would make us believe. 

It would here be a fic place to ſpeak to you concer- 
ning the ſtrange Trees we have met with in the Eaſt, 
bur, if I am not miſtaken, I have had formerly the 
Honour to diſcourſe with you about them at large, 
eſpecially of choſe that produce Vermiſh, Tea, Cor- 
ton, Tallow, ay vs ms many others, all of them 
fingular in cheur and very proficable for Com- 
merce, 

L have bad allo the Honour, Sir, to preſent you 
with about four hundred Chas Plants, drawn out in 
their natural Colours, and copied atter thoſs chat 
are kept in the Cloſer of the Emperor of Chins : 
this i it that does chiefly compoſe the Herbal of Chs- 
»s, and which, doubtleſs, will enrich ours, eſpeca- 
ally when we ſhall have the Tranſlation of the Book 
where the Vertues and Ule of all theſe Simples are 
incomparably well explained. 

Neither ſhall 1 enlarge more upon our Obſervati- 
ons that relate to the Beauty, Bignels, and Diverfiy 
of Indian Birds ; tor altho* that may be the fhneſt 

of the Hiſtory of Animals, yet there has been 
a {aid of it already mn the Grabs Relations, 
that it wwuuld be to no purpole to ſpeak to you of it 
more at large 

But 1 cannot forbear now in the Concluhon to 
relate to you the greateſt Curioltes which the Sea 
hath furniſhed us with There are Fiſh whoſe Blood 
is as hot as thet of a Man, others reſpure 1n the Air 
hke other terreſtrial Animals: We fee ſome of them 

like Birds, that croak at the bottom of Waters 

Toads, and bark like Dogs: ſome have Heads 
pron os ours; they call them in Siam, Mermaid: : 
in certain ones the Fleſh s ſo firm, thas ic 
nounſheth as much as yr others it us (© ſole, 
. that 
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that it may not be ſo properly called Fiſh, as an in- 
dpocpcy ot ſlimy, grols, and tranſparent Matter, 
wherein no Organ u to be diſcerned, yet is it quick, 
jt moves, and even {wims methodically. In a word, 
Altho* the moſt part of them be good to cat [ 
have ſeen ſome that. are poylonous, which infallibly 
lame the Filbermen when they can ſRnike their Fins 
into them. 

I forbear all the other Wonders of the Sea, that no 
ways come ſhort of thoſe in the Heavens and in the 
Earth, that I may ſpeak more particularly of what 
we have learn'd of the Birth, Natare, and Fiſlung 
of Pearl. You may affure your ſelf, that theſe are 
of that kind of Deſcription upon which the Publick 
may rely ; for we derive them from che Fountain 
head. This is what Father Ronchet, the Miſhonary 
of Madwre, [*nt by the King into the Indies, left me 
hus own felt in Writing 

Men know well enough, that Pearls are engen- 
Jdered in a fort of Oyſter found in the Indies, berween 
Cape Commurm and the Chanel de Io Croux, which oc 
cahoned the giving the Name de ba Peſcheris, or the 
Filbery, to the whole Coaſt : This hſhing 1 excced- 
ing chargeable, whether « be that it continues three 
whole months without any Intermiſhon, or whether 
it be that they are lomenmes tain to employ above 
an hundred and fifty Men therein all at once. So 
that belore they engage in it for $o0d and all,chey bec- 
gin upon tryai, from whence they can tell, more 
or leſs, what Prof they may poſſibly hope for. Now 
it the Pearls ot the hclt Oyſter be tar, big, and m 
great number, then the whole body of Fiſhers are in 
2 readineſs againit the 15th of March, the crime when 
the Parovas ( People of that Coaſt ) do always begin 
that preczous hiking. In the laſt there were bur 
eight hundred Barks, yer ſomerimes there are to be 
jzca to the number of three thouland. At that _ 
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the Hellanders arm ewo Patacher, to convoy the Fleet 
and defend them from Pirates. 


—_ in on, 
manner ; | 
Diver » bound to pay fix Crowne to the Milindey: 
which hath ſomerimes amounted to a Milhon : every 


to So that theſe poor 
Ww do often complain of their hard Fate, and 
bewail their Loſs, when they think of the time they 
lived under the Dominion of the Portugueſe. 

When fiſhing time is come, this is the manner of 
the Pareovar's preparing themſelves for it: The whole 
Fleet puts out to [>a as far as ſeven, eight, ten fachom 
Water, oft of certain huge Mountains, which they 
diſcover far up in the Country ; they have learn'd by 
Experience, that this is the moſt commodious Latrude 
of the Coaſt, and the place where there » the moſt 
copious hſhing, 

Soon after caſting Anchor, every Diver faſtons un- 
der his Belly a big Stone {1x inches diamerer, a 
foot long, cut archwile on that fide that 1s applied ro 
his «kin; they make uſe of i as Ballaſt, char they 
may not be carried away by the motion of the Water, 
and to go more fhiumly through th: Waves : behdes 
that, they tie a ſecond heavy ons to one of rheir teer, 
that preſently finks chem to the botrom of the Sea, 
from whence they quickly draw it into the Bark by 
help of a ſmall Cord : but becauſe rhe Oyſters are of- 
ten fixed to the Rocks, they Rn theic io 
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ſters ; but within more hike Silver, afid more gluiter- 
ing: the largeſt are near as big as Hand; the 
nnd one __ there found be 
according to the Opinion © Phyſicians, cer- 
rain Stones that are bred by the ill Conſtuution of che 
Oyſters Body, as it happens in Men, and un the Be- 
zosr, This Diſtemper does not ſenhibly alter the 
humours thereof, at leaſt the Farover that cat of 
them had not any difference berween thoſe that have 
Pearls, and i»/c that have none. 


When 


the Venuricle, qndn qraony, tn ales Cromens aa 
Muſculous parts So that it ts not probable that they 
are in the Hen, and 


be in the , what the E 
ay yr 


= — happens in reſpe& of other Am- 
ma 

One may neverthelels, fay that whereas there are 
17.4 Pallet, an infinite number of Eggs in form of 
Seed, one of which grow and augment, whilſt the 
others remain in a manner in the ſame State. So 
likewiſe in each Oyſter, may be commonly obſerved 
one Pearl bigger, better formed, winch fooner comes 
eo on Gon all the reſt. But this Peart hath no 
tixcd place, and it is fometimes in one place, and 
lometunes in another. Yea, and it ſometimes fo 
talls out that this Pearl becomes 1o big, that it hin- 
ders the Mother of Peail to clule, and then the Oyſter 
45 and corrupts. 
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The Number of the Pearls is no lefs indefirate, of- 
tentimes all the meat of the Ovſter is fer thick with 
them, bar its a rare thing to find more than Two of 
them of any tolerable bigneſs. | 

They are all naturally Whate, more or leſs accord- 
mg to the Qualicy of the Mother. The Yellow and 
the Black are extraordinary Rare and of ſmall Value; 
yet Tovernier reports, that he had Six of them 
him in the Indies that were perfectly Black, reſem- 
bling Jet, and much eſteemed m the Country. It 
this Author doth noe intend to impoſe upon us in this 
Point, as he doth in many others, perhaps he was de- 
ceived himſelf : however it is moſt certain, that all a- 

ng the Coaſt of Ls Peſcherie, they make no account 
of t A. Ono hg themſelves throw them 
away as r nothing. 

This variety of Colours is without doube cauſed in 
the Pearls, by the different parts of the Oyſter where 
they are formed + fo that when Chance or Natare 
hath direted the Seed into the Mi and Liver, 
or rather into the parrs that are inſtead of them. (For 
there hath been obſerved in an Oyfter a Cavity large 
enough, where are diſcovered ewo Orertures, that 
terminate at ewo ſmall Membranes, where the Chyle 
s chiefly purified, and diſcharges it ſelf of all its gros 
Particles ; the Inteftines of this Animal not being ac- 
compamied with Lacteal and Meſariac Vemns. ) When, 
I ſay, the part is mcloſed in theſe Cavmes, the Bile 
and impurmes of the Blood may very well aler che 
natural! whiteneſs, and make them either yellow or 
black, fo hkewifſe one may obſerve that theſe Pearls 
are not tranſparent, bur fulled, and loaden jpwith a 
grols ſubſtance. 

As to what relates to their exterioar Form, is is 
ſufhcrently known , fſeerng they arc 5s common in 
Europe as in the Indier: Their difterent Figure gives 
them different names; fo we fay, a Pearl in Pens, or 
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ater. 
Norwihſtanding, Pearls are found im feveral Pla- 
ces, yet theſe of Ls Peſcherie are the moſt valued. for 
they never loſe their Luſtre ; others curn Yellow, or 
of a Pale decayed White. As tothe crue Value, iris 
very hard to determin any thing for certain; the 
bi of all that was found in the laſt Fiſhing, was 
but at Six Hundred Crowns. 

| have fomerimes asked the Drvers, if did noe 
now and then hind Coral at the bottom of the Sea; 
= prope that they being for the moſt part bu- 
hed un what concerns ſeeking tor Peart, crook mo 
great notice of any thing behides, that neverthelels, 
they found from time © nme, Branches of Black 
Coral; there is fome of it, added they, which al- 
tho" u be pretty hard at the burrom of the Water, yet 
becomes much more fo, when « hath been fome 
time expoled to the Aw. But the greateſt part of it 
hath acquired, even in the Sea, a!l its natural Hard: 
nel. 
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neſs. It Ricks faſt tro the Rocks, and when we caſt 


Anchor in Foggy-weather, it often happens that 
our Anchor catches hold on ſome Branches of Black 


I ſhall here make a Refledtion that noe many 
have made; wit. that the Coral-Tree hath no Roo; 
Cs Grow in Raw, in Father Kircker's 
Muſeum that (pru ng out of ſeveral Stones ; lome of 
them have been atrer that pull'd away, and the Coral 
on $— but 


Cloſer, there Rill co fofoen a Shrub of Coral, whoſe 
Foot s Black, the Trunk Whae, and the very Top 
of all Red. 

Thus doth Natu re, ir, diſport her felf in the great 
Abyls, as well as in the other parts of the Univerſe, 
by the ProduQtion of :odigious Numbers of Things 
= 4. « Profitable, and Precious, which ſhe beſtows 
not to excite and irritate Mens Concupilcence , or 
to foment their fornſh Pnde ; but co ſerve chem tor 
Ornaments, as Reaſon, and the Decency of every 
State requires, or permits- 

Nay, perhaps, Sir, theſe Beauties of the Univerſe 
were created, not to "much to adorn the Body, as © 
exeraſe the Mind : Reliouit Mundum diſputation 16+ 
rw, Forot all natural Pleaſures, the INNOCEent, 
and fubRantial, without all doube »s the ſtudy of Na 
ture, and the Conhderation of the Marvels it con 
tains in ins Womb. When one hath once run over 
the Ground work of Divine Wildom, and penctra- 
ted into the Myſteries of u; thi general View of fo 
many Beaunes, hath more powertul Charms, and be 
gets an our Spirk, a more taking and atte&ing Image 

and 
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» than all that the Senſes and Paſ- 


inaty Phylolophy and Eloquence, you do thereby 


a Chriſhan Ptuloſopher, and an Evangelical 
Orator. I am with all ceſpeR, 


SIR, 
Tour mel} bunbic 
and mof# chedient Sirvamt. 
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